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Without question the favourite Cocoa of tho day. We are glad to give it the hi ighest 
raise. For Nourishmen ‘here is nothing pas to be found.””—Medic agazine. 
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“Write for Balance shoot Illustrated Pamphlet, etc., 
to the Manager, 22, RED LION SQUARE, HOLBORN, 
Annual ‘W.C. Answer by return of post. 
Income : 


- £100,000. oe 
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To the 


surponTeD BY | Workpeople { Prone, 
Pele: 








MANAGED BY . 





desires to save or to buy a house for himself and fae 


If a Trade Unionist under the best conditions he uses the 
~~ Co-operative Permanent Building Society. 


can testify that nothing but complete satisfaction res 


Many Trade Unions from the investment of funds in the 


Co-operative Permanent Building Society. 

















de Unions thinking of making an Investment should first of all write j 
Fopies of the Balance Sheet for each member of the executive, and ask 
Interest Rates and conditions of withdrawal. 












CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITE 
Chief Office: LONG MILLGATH, MANCHESTER. 
Branch Offices : 60, CLARENCE STREET, GLASGOW; 12, SHANDWICK PLACE, EDINBURGH; 6b, SUNBRI 
ROAD, BRADFORD ; and 77, WESTGATE ROAD, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYRE. 
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ESTABLISHED 1867. 





LIFE, FIDELITY, & FIRE INSURANCI 


UNQUESTIONABLE SECURITY. LOW RATES OF PREMIUM. PROMPT SETTLEME® 
Claims Paid, £180,000. Invested Funds, £148,000: 


————————_——— 





ative Society of which you are a Membp 
or to the Chief Office, as aboys. | 





| 
The Profits of the Life Department are divisible exclusively with Life Policyholdy) 


For proposal forms and information apply to the Co-oper 
or to the individual Agent connected therewith, 














BO-OPERATIVE UNION LIMITEP 





RULES FOR CONDUCT OF JOINT COMMITTEE OF TRADE UNIONISTS AND CO-OPERATOR: 


oO ee i a a LARD ee 5 > 
1. That there be a joint committee consisting of four representatives from the Trades Union Pa 


mentary Committee and four representatives from the Co-operative Union. i" 
2. That the duty of this committee shall be to make full inquiry into all disputes arising bey, | 
ee 


co-operative societies and their employees. i 
3. That the committee, on hearing of any such dispute, shall communicate with the parties the | 
and offer their services as arbitrators. ‘ ‘ee he 
- @, That, in the event of the offer of the committee being declined, they shall have power, on their 
initiative, to make all necessary inquiry, if in their discretion such action be deemed justia tits 

5. That the committee shall make a report of the result of their inquiry :— : 

(a) To the parties to the dispute; (b) To the respective Congresses. 

But it shall be understood that when the committee take action on their own initiative the 
not be considered as binding on either party. 

6. That the joint committee shall make an annual report to each Congress. The re oF 
full particulars relating to the number, nature, and result of each dispute inquired into dur 

7. That the committee be called together in the month of October in each year to ar 
>f their proceedings for the next twelve months. 

tee to be made as follows :— 


8. That applications for the services of this commit wn 
(a) By ony. body of trade unionists—to the secretary of the Parliamentary Committe 
nion Congress } ©) By any co-operative society—to thg Sey 0 ne Co-one 
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HELD IN THE Peie 


Victoria Hall, Hanley, 


scent) ae 


| ON 


| September 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th, 1905. 
! Piiad by W. 0, STEADMAN, L.0.C.; General Secretary, 






Published by Authority of the Congress and the Parliamentary Commitie>, 


| Lowron: 
Co-OPERATIVE Printina Society Limirep, Tupor Street, New Brivgs §Srrenr, E.C.; 
AND AT MANCHESTER AND NEWCASTLE. 
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1905. 
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Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee. 
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_ -@hairman: 


CUMMINGS. 2: SCceeks 2 Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders. 


Vice-Chairman : 
SHXPON; JAS. = -- National Dock Labourers. 


Secretary : ; 
STHADMAN, W..C..L.0:0.- > > Barge Builders. 
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SHACKLETON, D. J,, M.P, ... Northern Counties’ Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Weavers. 


GILL, A. H., J.P. .-.s.sceeeteeree Amalgamated Cotton Spinners. 
WILKIE, ALEX. .....cceeeeeeeeeees Associated Shipwrights. 

THORNE, W. .ocececeeesrensrereeers Gasworkers and General Labourers. 
BELL, BR., M.P. ...cseceeeeesereees Amalgamated Railway Servants. 
HASLAM, JAS., J.B. .ceeeeeeeeseees Miners’ Federation. 

HORNIDGEH, W. B. ...-eee-eeeeees Boot and Shoe Operatives. 

DAVIS, We Jer ssccresscsecreeeaecters National Brassworkers. 
BOWERMAN, C. W.., L.G.G. ... London Compositors. 


Amalgamated Society of Engineers. 


OFFICES : 
Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand, London, W.C. 


September, 1909. 








TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 





* OBJECTS OF TRADES UNION CONGRESS AND 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 





Dates. 


1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 





fe -.- = 1902 
( 1908 
[ 1904 


‘ 1905 
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CONVENTIONS. 
Place, Delegates. 
PIGIWVORS sie aa es re sae Je DUIS, WE, Peis cose 6} 
DP. Homes; JRun 333 
NeW VOFRsccics cats Hist COWGY 5 wee'e wees os 
J. Mawdsley, J.P. 

RSIOHIA GOD oa esses Osea as 82 Woods,’ M.Pse. 0.0.4 
J MEALUBEGD.. eer t oes 
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New Orleans .......... H, Edwards, J.P. ...... 
M. Arrandale, J.P. .... 
POGGON | son cas se oe new Welling Wig Pose ese 
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San Francisco ........ Abraham, W., M.P. ..| 
Wignall, Ji- secs. ceees 
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1. To watch all legislation affecting labour. 

2 To initiate such legislation as Congress may 
direct. 

8. To arrange Programme for Congress from Reso- 
lutions sent from Trades. 

4. To verify all Delegates’ Credentiais,”: : . 

5. To arrange for the meeting. of Congress. 

6. To ballot for position: and: sovder: Cf 

lutions. 

7. To transact the business ‘between peneb. Congress: 
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LIST OF DELEGATES TO AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOUR 


Trades Represented. 


Engineers. 

Weavers. 

Miners. 

Spinners. 

Miners. 

Shoe Makers. 

Sailors and Firemen. 

Railway Servants. 

Boot and Shoe Makers.. 

Gasworkers. 

Miners. 

Shipwrights. 

Miners. 

Gasworkers: 

Dockers, etc. 

Carpenters and Joiners. 

Miners. 

Machine Workers. 

Card Room Operatives. 

Furnishing Trades. 

Miners’ Federation. 

Dock, Riverside, etc., 
Workers. 

United Patternmakers, 

Miners’ Federation. 
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J. Lloyd. 
S. Gompers and P. J. McQuire. 
J. Sullivan and A. Strasser. 
M. Fox and G. McNeil. 
J. Duncan and H. Lloyd. 
J. O'Connell and T. J. Tracey. 
J. M. Hunter and §. J. Kent. 
| |. J. Keefe and E. F. O’ Rourke. 


DELEGATES FROM AMERICA TO TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 





Delegates. 


H. Blackmore and P. Dolan. 
Max Hayes and Martin Lawker. 
| W. D. Ryan and Dennis Driecoll, 
J. A. Moffitt and J. Wood. 
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DES UNION CONGRESS, 
SEPTEMBER, 1905, at the 
VICGLORIA HALL, HANLEY, 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF DELEGATES. 











NaMEsS OF DELEGATES. _ DISTRICT. TRADE UNION REPRESENTED, 
Abraham, W., M.P....... 


EOTII AVY Totti. 54's #005 0-050 


Pentre, Pontypridd .. 
Nelson .cccocsecees+- Weavers’ Association, Nelson and 


District 

Ancott, W.......++.++-++. Darlington .......... Ironand Steel Workers of Great Britain, 
Associated 

Anderson, Alderman J. .. London.............. Stevedores’ Labour Protection League, 
Amalgamated 

UTE iis: che oe ko aiace © Sere Re VV OLBOL ge wesc es mihalh oss Locksmiths, Amalgamated Society of 

Appleton, W. A.........6. Nottingham ........ Lace Makers, Amalgamated Society of 

POMOC Fos ve cic kwon cee Nottingham ........ Tramway and Vehicle Workers, Amal- 

. gamated Association 
Arrandale, Councillor M... Manchester.......... Machine Workers’ Association, United 


Smiths and Strikers of United Kingdom, 
Amalgamated Society of 


Ashcroft, George ........ Manchester.......... 


AERTS Liss Wek Selec ws oes. OANA Sic sos maces oo Spinners, Operative Ootton, Oldham 

PIGERGOTIISE 6 c'e-c o ¥e.e's we % o's 0 Manchester ...... 0.’ Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

RIL D pgs 6 dai ee 6 bie ebia-0 Blackburn= .i...6s<<- Weavers, Power Loom P. §., Blackburn 

AU tial eeeigiex.es ab cece sees Blackburn .......... Weavers’ Protection Society, Blackburn 

and District 

UMS AN craic grace yc s\0c0'6 «0 .. Manchester....... ... Carters’ Association, United 

PRISON G Ete oie st oe 5 0 wise s Burnley ..........-. Weavers’ Association, Burley 

Baird, Councillor T....... Greenhead, Scotland.. Boot and Shoe Operatives, Nat. Union of 

PREM Pie bi pic's: 6 04's «a aie Stockton-on-Tees .... Engine, Orane, Boiler and Firemen, 

National Association 

Bannister, A........ Riera meet LIOOUH GR weren't Gielaisig'o Nie 0 Boot and Shoe Operatives, Nat. Union of 

METI GHG ue wu <is a's pose 0.0. 08 Radolifiqsrs.s.. 23... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
MeL) Che ois iene ce ee Cinderford, R.8.0. Glo. Miners’ Association, Forest of Dean 

Barnes, G. N...... Eds ois ey UO ys mie'ye weoeeee- Hngineers, Amalgamated Society of 

BeeORyaWY oH. vss cents ae Southsea, Portsmouth. Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 

METICB ONY s2's «dc ccs vie e\s'0 2s Manchester .......0.+. Litho. Artists, Designers, etc., Amalga- 

mated Society 
Bates, L........-.-.-..... Blackburn .......... Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Black- 
burn and District 
Batey, John ......... ... Newoastle-on-Tyne .. Colliery Mechanics’ Mutual Protection 


Association, Northumberland 


ISGLOV Ove etches clease cis eis LUT HAM. oars oi ...e.. Miners’ Association, Durham 

Bazeley, Councillor W.... Rushden, Northants.. Boot and Shoe Operatives, Nat. Union of 
Beek, O-- A. os. paves eevee, Birmingham). (,.0..<s Railway Servants, Amalgamated Society 
Beet Furs bcs sie'e ad a4 dose TjON COTES svete so ee ee Railway Servants, Amalgamated Society 


Labour, National Amalgamated Union 


Bell, J. N. e@eeeoevoveveeeeeene 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


Pa DMIOY 5: us cic cia s'e'8 bs ones 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Barnsley ....scesseess 


Beynon, D..... ete eae Maestog ..cccccecess Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
“ Boardman, J...0....4-... Little Lever.......s.. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Bondfield, Miss M. G..... London.....cssseeeee Shop Assistants, Warehousemen and 


Clerks, National Amalgamated Union 
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Names OF DELEGATES. DistTRICT. TRADE UNION REPRESENTED. 
Booth, John ......-+-+++ Bol8om ..seseeeeeeeee Spinners and Piecers, Provincial Asso- _ 4 
. | 4 ciation Operative Cotton, Bolton. = 
Bowerman, ©. W.,L.0.C.. London......sees+e+- London Society of Compositors : ; 
Brace, W. covcceceerees . Abertillery ....... ... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Buckley, W..-eseeeeeeeess Burton ....eeeeeveee . Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Brown, J. soscseseceeces Lanarkshire......«..- Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Brown, H. ..ccceseseeces Walthamstow .......- Boot and Shoe Operatives, National ee 
Union of i 
Brown, R. «s......-.+---, Belfast ...... _..eeeee Boilermakers’ and Iron Shipbuilders a. 
Brown, Revs. se seege cs cee Dalkeith . 9. ...ee0es . Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Bullock, O. Jieeweeeeceoes Neweastle-on-Tyne .. Typographical Association 
Burns, EH. Te. wee eee eens Manchester .....+e- .. Plumbers’ Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, United . 
Burt, Thomas, M.P. .... Durham ......-..- -. Miners’ Mutual Con. Association, rae | 
Northumberland 4 Se aoe 
Butler, George .-+--.+++ BoltOn i. sce 02s pe qine® . Card and Blowing-room Operatives, er 
Bolton District pico re ; Us 
Butler, J. G. ..+-..-- sews ONG ON 2 ss ose sas se Royal Army Clothing Department :- 
Employés a 
Butterworth, J.........-. - Newcastle-on-Tyne .. Shipwrights’ Society, Associated” 3 
Byrne, M. ...e0-ee+e eee ‘Tailors, Amalgamated Society __—i«z seme 









































Cadman, John .......... Manchester ....++.<++.. Spinners and Piecers, Provident Associ-. 
ation Operative Cotton, Bolton ~— 
Carr, W. H. ..----ceeees Ashton-under-Lyne .. cakes and Blowing Room §. H., Lanca- - 
shire © ; 
Carter, A. ..ce-eeeeeeees Leicester ......-eeee- Quarrymen, National Union of 
Carter, Joss cscecee Sea ased Oastleford,<..........=« Enginemen and Firemen’s Mutual Pro-. - | 
tection Association, West Yorkshire “ 
Cavott) disses. cawece pens s Bradford 2.66... cee es Railway Clerks’ Association ba 
Chandler, F. .....-....-. Manchester .....-- ... Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated, 
en Association ..-_—.... JE ghee : 
Charlton, W. B........... Sunderland ..... ..... Enginemen’s Protection Association, 2 
3 National Federation .. em a | 
Charlton, George .......- Sunderland ........-- - Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders, . ee 
Chatterton, George ....-. Heywood ....++eeesss Card and Blowing Room Operatives ee | 
ciated ; _...,.., Heywood oe ee ke 2 
Cheesman, W. B....-. wes Dondon ceceeeeeees .. Fawcett Association (Seeretary). BS 
Cheetham, J., J.P. ....-» Pemberton .....eeeee. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain» > ae 
Ghester;Jd. We. se.nuicaes Newcastle-on-Tyne ... Assurance Agents, National Association a 
of Prudential 5 
Clark, J. Wee weenie stn tieen TONnGODE 2) sca s seen Scientific Instrument Makers ....- . ‘ a 
Clark, Teves esistewk nei taeele Manchester .......--+ Railway Servants, Amalgamated Society ia 
Clarke, George H.......-- Stockport ......-+-+- Bricklayers’ Trade, Sick, Accident, etc., rma 
Manchester Unity of Operative BE 
Glonghyd..200 ccs Get wesw Chorley..... 6.6. _.... Weavers’ Association, Chorley . and, td 
District Retin "i Ca ae 
Clynes, J. R. ...-eeeeeeee Oldham ........6. .. Gasworkers and General Labourers, igs 
National Union ; . ‘ 
Coffey, Wa. ctece cece vere Ineudongia. 4 5 ..eee..-Bookbinders, London .. Consolidated _ } . 
ree: | yee Society of Journeymen.,.. 25 = : 
Collinge, John ......-+-: Cloughfold ......... .. Weavers, Northern Counties Amalga- ig 
ib mated : ee ‘ : 
Golling. Ay. is esse 2% weoe Newport ..cceecsesee Labourers’ Union of Great. Britain and. Re iS 
Treland, National Amalgamated <i 
Connell, W.d. cceceerses Glasgow .o....e+++-. Coopers of Great Britain and Ireland,_ | x 
Mutual Association ut 
OConnellan, O.....ceeseees TuO0dS. ones cree s wees. Typographical Association. 
Connor, J. A..... seceeeee Greenwich ........+- Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 
Connolly, M. ...seecese+. Oldham......-..+-+-+: Gard and Blowing Room Operatives, x 
Rast ~ Oldham Provident ea 
Cook; Fi os. cdceesceiis gece) ALOR oo cess soa accincins Miners’ Federation of Great Britain Boe: 
Cooper, B., L.C.C......... London, FR a sitet ..... Cigar Makers’ Mutual Association ~~ re: 
Gort, Bi, ane £6 Vise bas 2 EB wasbOtve o'¢ van Genie erOon and Shoe Operatives, National . ony 
Union of . ee eae 
Court, G....... Ze saG ees Gradley Heath ....., Block Ohain Makers’ Association Gos 
Cottam, A.H .......... Clitheroe ...... eecaicn - Weavers' Association, Clitheroe ics the te 
Coulthard ©, ccsseeeeeees Newcastle-on-Tyne ... Northumberland Deputies’ Mutual Aid. 


Association 
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Names OF DELEGATES. »- District, -* TRapDE UNIon REPRESENTED, 
Cross, J. Sissies Blatkburn: 4. .44c-004° Weavers, Winders,---and Warpers, 
. aaa Blackburn and District 
Cummings, D. C. ........ Newcastle-on-Tyne .. Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 
‘Ourran, Pete ......... -». London: ...........; Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union 
Cuthbertson, J........... Birmingham ........ Metal and Tube Workers, National 
Society of 
PDatey; Geo nei eis oi London a. e034 ve « Gasworkers” -and General Labourers, 
National Union 
Ns CR BOD | ee North Wales ........ Quarrymen’s Union, North Wales 
Deveney iW: siciicrse eect Dandome: ee ec ve Dock; -Wharf, Riverside, and General 
iMeaci bats » .. Workers’ Union ROP lee Be SY 
Davidson,,.W......... Pedic MIOMGOM Gian 65 oh sc es 4 Cabinetmakers, Amalgamated Union 
Davies, Thomas....... o CG ROMONGS so... os oes ok Miners’ Federation of Great Britain. » 
Hearied, Phomesisi'® . 50. j-Gilfachax.... 5... 1... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain - 
POTS ye Wid of peices oo sewer? Birmingham ........ Brassworkers’ and Metal Mechanics, 
Pel bate National Association of Amalgamated 
8 eS re A Pontypridd .......... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
PAIONABS DBs eG shay obs a's Se os BOnbrae. <6 ores we os ck Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
1 58 tears Sess eae TROWGD 6525 ek See cen London Society of Comypositors 
Davis; JOM 4. 6 isd wns ete Dowlais: ......... .-. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Dawitry, W. F. .3.... ses) Manchester .......... Steam Engine Makers’ Society 
Day, HE. ...0.0...++.2++. Wolverhampton..... « Lock, Latch, and Keysmiths, National 
peed eae 1 RO SIS es ec : Amalgamated 
STS ee? BS Sane ae a Walseibe So. --+-. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Dinsdale, William........ BE pi eip a eae pm te Weavers’ Association, Nelson and Dis. 
SRERIG ASCOT. oe oes oo Ashton’s Green ...... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Dodgson, R..B..... saliva lots pabplackburn .. 20.603 - Powerloom Weavers’ Protect’n Society, 
Blackburn ; 
IOI Sl Seed ak o o:5s0'a e's - West.Lothian....... - Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Ue ik SES aaa BrnGlore gers ey os Weavers’ and Textile Workers, Brad- 
ford District 
Duffy, Thomas ........ -» Durham ............ Cokemen and Labourers’ Association ‘ 
. é Durham 
DONOR A ois 5 vie ee wb DAP R AO Sh as oes 6 oe Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
ENS Taso Wa --- Nottingham ........ Lace Makers, Amalgamated Society 
Hooleston, S688 fs. ss Preston 2... oie oc eterelote'e's Weavers’ Association, Preston and 
District Powerloom 
HBOS yds We eek bo a eG Padiham ........ J... ‘Weavers’ Association, Padiham and Dis. 
TEORBOA go jase oahs o's ea BOMB ees sachsen es Card and Blowing Room Operatives, 
Bolton District 
TOG wander Pee ie. PSS PUPMONE Vac cee, Oveamen, Kilnmen, etc., Society 
Edwards, E., J.P... 20.05 Barnsley. sos. ceeds Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
~“Midsforth, Aisi... 0565 ,, Accrington -..... »+..+ Card and Blowing Room, N.E. Lancs. 
_ Ellis, George ......... pin ® Dolio 3.3 26es% ree Weavers, Northern Counties Amal. 
eet 8) 180 St fae papgee my garcia 2 £0 rt 10 ar Sanaa ea Bakers and Confectioners, Amalgamated 
Union, Staffordshire District 
Entwistle, R.......... ase? DOMON 4. ce eeevies -.+ Weavers and Winders, Bolton and Dis, 
Hvans, Thomas ......:... Central, Glamorgan .. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
= Aven pees es Ss or fs ondony. .t6c0e 23 83 Printers’ Warehousemen and Cutters, 
| rs cea National Amalgamated Society 
HWE eee wieoee P2839. 6.2 3° “London. ~...056: «+++. Hlectrical Trades Union 
Eyre; William «io. 60... GMBH roc rcs es Gasworkers: and General Labourers, 
National Union : 
Bre oo. Sa eeus Manchester. o...<e% 5. Card and Blowing-room Association, 
Mossley EN 
Herguson, Gi Avec. GIasgow® veee cece ees. Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
“Mowkesy defo 2053.0 20044. Chesterfield.......... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Mielding, Sam .......... Bolton ............e. | Machine and General Labourers, Amal- 
gamated Union 
Hinney,7S res 6.86 G5 Burslem ...¢........°. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain - 
Higher: Bs. 364s 5 ooo. +s Cardiff .....ee0...2+. Coal Trimmers’ Union, Cardiff, Penarth 


-and Barry. -- 
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NameEs OF DELEGATES. DISTRICT. 










Flynn, T. A. «sees ee ress Manchester .....-+++s 
Flynn, J. eeeeeeeeeeess Cleator Moor ....--- 
Forshaw, W. «-+-ee+-> Teh RE POLIS cave ae nea 
Fox, A. cececeeeeceerees TiGGd 8 Sus sein wie tele be eels 
Freak, Councillor C....... Leicester ...ssseees> i 
Freedman, S.ceeeeeeevees TiCO08 “ieee ee vies ceeiaay 





































| Galbraith Stes sete se co Durham ?aies seek ot 
14 Gardiner, J. T. ... .s-+:: Wimbledon ........-- 

Garland, C. H. ......-+-- ad Brovcle vets Wrspere meee 
Garwood, William........ Northwich .......++. 
Gatley, Councillor H. .... Runcorn ...-eeee a oe 
Gavin, J.cccccsceceress we Glasgow ..ceeceersee 
Gee, Alderman A.......-- Huddersfield ......- 4 
Gee, Councillor W. .....- Qldham ....ceesseee 
George, H. ..---ee- .se... Birmingham ....... 5 
Gibbs, HE. GC. seeeeeeeeees Tiomdon . ssc. ais 

Gifford, J. .eeeseees CSR Bristol oe sec c be ase s 
Gillett, William ......+. Winsford ....-+eeess 
Gill, OC. wcecrevccoeerecs Bristol ......c8 seen 
Gill, A. H. ...eeeeeeeeees Bolton ....-+++ Ste ota'a's 
Gilmore, D....e-e ee seeeee Hamilton.....cses-ss 
Glick, H...-csesesseecers Manchester ......- Me 
Glover, Thomas, J.P. .... St. Helens ....-cee-s 
Godfrey, W. .ssecceeeees Tiondon, .ecsesesoeeses 
Goddard, John .....-.e6- New Basford .....-+. 
Goodall, H.cesseeeeceeees Blaenavon ....eerees 
Gordon, J. GC. .sceeorecece TiGHdON foes atiels eee 
Gosling, Harry, L.C.C.... London.....ccereeees 
Gould, A. T. ..--eeees Peeeaald Breyer oath gpirnricn We Ree é 
Gowlanl  -Fiveweestee eset ets) SIODEPON! | seine me's osiee* 
Gregory, J. HB. weeeseeees London....seeseesees 
Greenhall, Thomas ...... Pendlebury ....-++-ee 
Green, J.ccsseseccrees wee Barnsley ..ccccsceess 
Greenwood, A. csosceeees Castleford.....esseees 


Gribble, Councillor J. ...- Northampton .....ee. 


Griffiths, Tom .ee.seeees INGA Gait oe ev misiee «9 
Grundy, Acccacseesceees « Bolton cccccvecseeces 
Grundy, T. ..seeecceeeers Bradford ...eseesccoes 
Gwynne, I, H. eceeseeess Gwamsea secsecesscos 


Hackett, W. H.......- wee Peterborough ...e.eee 
; Haggerty, Councillor D. .. London......+++++ees 
Haines, A. cececsseveeees Rochdale ...eeeseee- 3 
Hall, FB. .ccecceececeeecs Barnsley ..-cecceoocs 
Hancock, J. G. seeseeeees New Basford .....+ee 
Horner, Charles....... ... Cradley Heath........ 


Hargreaves, F. wecesereee Barnsley .eesccecvere 
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TRADE UNION REPRESENTED. 


Tailors, Amalgamated Society 
Blast Furnacemen, Ore Miners, etc., 


National Federation 


Enginemen’s Protection Association, 


National Federation 


Hogineers and Firemen, Associated 


Society of Locomotive 


Boot and Shoe Operatives, National 


Union of 


Tailors’ Machinists and Pressers, Leeds, 


Jewish 


Miners’ Association, Durham 

Stonemasons’ Society, Operative 

Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association 

Salt Workers, etc., Northwich 

Watermen and Porters’ Association, 

Upper Mersey 

Steel and Ironworkers of Great Britain, 
Amalgamated Society 

Weavers and Textile Workers, General 
Union . 

Card and Blowing Room Operatives, 
Oldham Provincial 

Gasworkers, Brickmakers, and General 
Labourers, Amalgamated Society of 

Painters and Decorators, National 
Amalgamated House and Ship 

Miners’ Federation 

Salt, Alkali Makers’ Federation. 

Miners’ Federation 

Spinners, Operative Cotton, Amal. 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Tailors’, Machinists, etc., Manchester 
Jewish 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Carmen’s Trade Union, London 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Enginemen, Stokers, etc., General 
Association, Monmouth and S. Wales 

Tin and Iron Plate Sheet Metal Workers, 
National Amalgamated 

Watermen, Lightermen and Watchmen, 
Amalgamated Society 

Brassworkers and Metal Mechanics, 
National Society of Amalgamated 

Plumbers, United Operative 

Blind, National League of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Enginemen and Motormen’s Protection 
Association, Yorkshire County. 

Glass Bottle Makers Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland 
Boot and Shoe Operatives, Nat. Union of 
Steel Smelters, Mill, Iron, and Tinplate 

Workers, The British 


Carters and Lurrymen’s, Amal. Union . 


Wool Sorters, National Union 
Tin and Sheet Millmen’s Association 


Railway Servants, Amalgamated Society 
Builders’ Labourers’ Union, United 
Garters and Lurrymen’s Amalgamated 
Union 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain. 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Chain Makers and Strikers 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


ia A 


. eee 







“ez 
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NAMES OF DELEGATES. DistTRict. TRADE UNION REPRESENTED. 
PEAENOM VY His. cou hoes Chesterfield.......... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Ce i a DIONAOR Spee was Ca5% ss Labour Protection League 
Piano, J. IP ese . Chesterfield .......... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
(SS Ra an «SP TLADIGY. 0! wocwis.o'e sles s Pressers, Mould Makers, etc., Amalga- 

mated Society, Holloware and Sanitary 

Haughton, Jesse ........ PUY OOe sae. t suac nao « Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Hyde 
and District 

PRAVGOGK ls ds ex's ice ve vs Bigokburn -s 2a ice. Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Black- 

‘ burn and District 

Hayhurst, Alderman J. .. Bradford ............ Bleachers, Dyers, and Kindred Trades, 
National Federation of 

PPR ESE Serer sro shine ow al <> bie wiih AACOLLMBUOILY oie «a yt .-. Weavers’ Friendly Association, Accring- 

ton 

TEREBOUL A els) ss'6c ss's's Weld Mew RB OLOLG sec eee ee Bleachers, Dyers, and Kindred Trades, 
National Federation of 

PERS Al GOs vip ses «v's ome Nottingham... o. cvee ss Rotary Power Frame Work Knitters 

SET A CS MT OCTHOY OSI a 70 ci Wats aor Weavers’ Association, Todmorden 

Hermondhailgh, W. ...... Great Harwood ...... Weavers’ Association, Great Harwood 

Hester, William.......... Blackbyrn.2 2-3 sss Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Black- 

Bsr, burn and District 

Hewitt, A. ..%....... --- Manchester...... -... Co-operative Employés, Amalgamated 
Union 

DIOR WOLthy ee. oes os es se BaQeup tae reds tase eee Weavers, Winders, and Beamers, Bacup 

and District ; 

Higginson, Thomas ...... Manchester ...... -++- Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

(PLN Se aes ene narra Accrington ......+. -- Weavers, Winders, and Warpers’ Asso- 
ciation, Church and Oswaldtwistle 

SaielOaNViHinty -..),..... s-Blackburn :...osc.e. Weavers, Powerloom, Protection Society, 
Blackburn 

BURL) Sy he's evs aie we iene SUTEIOV to ois ways scene Weavers’ Association, Burnley 

ELIDA a) euosis v.03 3 g, oaiel wate SEOLEGGE DUEITS 5) c's og a ose . Weavers, Powerloom, Protection Society, 
Blackburn 

Hindle, William ........ Blackburn ...... «+». Weavers, Powerloom, Protection Society, 
Blackburn 

EMPOOG ides co s\o'e ec pie ae DORE UIIOUON song 0 Yieias Iron and Steel Workers of Great Britain, 
Associated 

POD MeV LRT 760% 0 glee sei DULY oes cas BOOP iy ic acres Weavers’ Association, Bury and Radcliffe 
District 

Ub) ee aa .-. Saltburn-by-the-Sea .. Miners and Quarrymen’s Association, 
Cleveland 

eke Gl) 1 8 D SE ane Felling-on-Tyne...... Pattern Makers’ Association, United 

TEOUGOGS fire ore vee iss 0-0 eeee sdhanchester.. 0.5.05. Steel Smelters, Mill, Iron, and Tinplate 
Workers, The British 

TUTE SA vs aks oleh 4g Bake Ge, ADL W Ollie folie v's oie ccs Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Darwen 

PROEIOR, | Lead sols ic aces baie fa OMIT DOW Gels Piteve gs cae stare Weavers’ Association, Burnley 

HIOUNCS; J. 55... 6s eicista ks DAGICGSLOR Lo f sis eis see Hosiery Federation, National 

DEED VEE SPS 0: o's «3 Mareen’ AP ORO W i oo Secs we Lisith eieie e Brass Moulders, Scottish Union 

PPGPPGG Gre VV. Ds: ses abe e Leicester ........ ---. Boot and Shoe Operatives, National 
Union of 

‘Hopkins, William........ Merthyr Tydvil ...... Enginemen, Stokers, etc., General 
Association, Monmouth and South 

Wales 

NS RP a ead! MEL SIOU Ne bs recaaie Ge - Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

PR A sas bc alee s Pendlebury sy. sc... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Howell, George .......... Ondo oes. aia ie « . Bricklayers’ Society, Operative 

Hudson, W.H........... Huddersfield ........ Weavers and Textile Workers, Hudders- 
field District 


Hughes, H............... Wrexham............ Miners’ Fedoration of Great Britain 

Hulton, A. .............. Sunderland .......... Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Society 

Humberstone, M......... Sheffield ..< 2. vas -- Steelworkers, National Association 

Hunter, R.......+..-.... St. Helens .......... Glass Bottle Makers’ Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland 

Husband, T. ............ Durham ............ Miners’ Association, Durham 


Treland, A. i PARES? sree Rochester .........+.. Carpenters’ and Joiners’ Amalgamated 
ree ag Society 
Trying, J. G. ..+eeeeeeeee Middlesbro’.......... Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 
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Johnson, W. 


Latham, W. 


Leekie, L. 






Jenkins, John 


Johns, Ras Sia. 
Johnson, J. M. .........- 


Jones, J. weeeees 
Jones, Thomas 
Jose, Councillor J, H. .... 
Judson, Hw... ees ae ‘ 


Lakin, S.0. ss 0 
Lambton, W. H. 


THB, Asis su. 62 a9 30 


Lester, ter 
TS WIG, Osis ha se 
Lewney, William .... 


Lloyd, J.seee. 


Longhorn, John 


eee eeovre eee 


NamMis OF DELEGATES. 
Jackson, Coun. G. T., J.P. Manchester ..~.+.+.++- 


eee ee ee ee 


eerevese ee 


Jenkins, Ald. John, J.P... 
Sinks, Le civie ees 


Johnson, J., M.P....-.--- 


eeceneoeeesn 
eeoeoovaeeesr 


eweeceovese 


exeeeoeorvee 


eoovoevese 
eevoeoeevee 
eeeeoeorvere 


.eeoeveereee 


eorete 


eeeeeereeoe 


eeoeeee 


Lloyd, Thomas «..+---+ee- 


Lockyer, W. ..eeeeee Sea 
fs Tong, Gi vecesestsvscecs 


Loraine, W. G. cocessecce 
Lovett, Leo 2... 
Lowth, Thomas ......eee- 
Low, William 


eeere e@ece 


TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 


DISTRICT. 


Cla dstinir cis! ecn sa iereere 
BGG Se so ae he -ceees 


PRU ares ease oases os 


DurtiamMen. sascse =e 
Bedworth .........05.. 
Pontypridd .......... 
Wolverhampton ..... ‘ 


Barry Dock 2.00... ewe © 


Ashton-under-Lyne. .. 


Manchester ........+. 


Peet Manchester ....ceccee 


Kelly, J. seeeenveces eeoee Manchester .....0e00 - 
Kennedy, Foo cece eevee eee Lomdontl \ccsciens 
Kennedy, J. sees eeeeens Oldham .........6. ae 
Kenny, BF. wececeveseeees Smethwick ........+ 
Kilkelly, FP. ....eeeeeeee Liverpool .....-seeeee 
Kinggate, Charles .......5  seeeseccsercrecsescees 
Kinlock, A....scccsseees SCATOVET 6k Re sed Sigiarsce Sa 
Knowles, William ......+ Rotherham .......0 ee 
Laidler, James ........-- WONCOL cas eae ot cots 


TYNAN a ce a wieteces ae 
PON dGU asec as A MEE 
Baldy occa ts bo oon eee 


TieiCORter:. cece ces toe 
Bolton wis ve ose eee 


Dalton-in-Furness....— 


Birmingham ........ 


Harrowgate ...ceeeees 


Walthamstow..... ee 
Bristol eeseeouooseeeoee ee 


‘Middlesbrough ...... 


Hartlepool .....ceeee 
Swannington ........ 1 
Manchester ..cecessoe 
Aberdeen wcccscvvecse- 


Lee nn Mnemonics le peso CPI PLT rome — : 
: ER ES IN BO EMEA FINO ST NE : 


. TrRapkE UNION REPRESENTED. 
Tramway and Vehicle Workers’ Amal- 


gamated Association - | ae 


Brassfounders, Finishers, Coppersmiths 
etc., United Journeymen’s Association 

Bakers and Confectioners, Amalgamated 
Union of Operative. = i 

Shipwrights’ Society, Associated 


Spinners, Operative Cotton, Amalga- 


mated 
Shipwrights’ Soc'ety, Associated 


Dock, Wharf, Riverside, and Genera 


Workers’ Union 
Micers’ Association, Durham 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Midland Counties Trade Federation — 


Boiler Makera and Iron Ship Builders 


Spinners, Operative. Cotton, Ashton- 
- under-Lyne 


Bleachers, Dyers, and Kindred Trades, 

_ National Federation of == © 

Lithographic Printers of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Amalgamated 


Bookbinders’ and. Machine Rulers’ Gon- 


golidated Union 


Builders’ Labourers’ Union, United ~ 


Card and Blowing Room Operatives 
Nut.and Bolt Makers, Amalgamated 
Dock Labourers, National Union 
Coachmakers, United Kingdom Society 
of wee 
Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 


Stove Grate-Workers, National-Union of 


Bricklayers’ Society, Operative 

Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union of 

Enginemen and 
Association, Durham . 

Smiths of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Combined : 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


Boiler Minders’ 


‘Dock, Wharf, Riverside, and General 


Workers’ Union 
Upholsterers, Amalgamated Union of 
Hosiery Federation, National — 
Spinners and _ Piecers, Provyinciel 

Association of Operative Cotton, Bolton 
Tron Miners and Quarrymen’s Union, 

Dalton-in-Furness x 
Gasworkers, Brickmakers, and General 

Labourers, Amalgamated Society of 
Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Hyde 

and District 5 °o2 = 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 

Society of 
Postmen’s Federation 
Boot and Shoe Operatives, National 

Union of 
Blastfurnacemen, Ore Miners, etc., 

National Federation of i 


Railway Servants, Amalgamated Society 


Miners’ Federation.of Great Britain’ - 
Railway Workers’ Union, General 
Typographical Association, Scottish -- 
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Macarthur, M. B., Miss .. 
Mallalieu, Councillor T, .. 


MsnUIe, Ii. as cakes’ &. 
Mansell, T...... 
March, Councillor §. .... 


eseeee eevee 


Marsland, William ..... : 


1 CTs ee Oe ar 


Matkin, W., J.P.......0.. 


Mattinson, A... 
Maycock, J. R. . 


M’Conville, P. ....., : x, 


M’Crae, Kenneth ........ 


McKinley, R.... 
McMullen, A.... 
McStocker, W. C 


ere eeeece 


eeceeseoeneve 


eer eeeease ° 


Melville, Thomas ........ 


Michaels, Sam . 
Mibbery Or yack 


Millerchip, Counciller W.. 


Millington,Counc 
DIELS SA Wias orc oie am 
Mootsies S55. 
Morgan, J. S.... 


illor W.G. 


WROTE Tek oe. a. sss 
PROTA EN Wo ae ce'ere ss 
Morgan, W. EB. .......... 


Morrison, J. T. ... 


Mosses, William 
Mullin, W., J.P. 


Murdoch, J. .... 
Murphy, T....... 
Musson, W. .... 


Naysmith, R..... 
Needham, J. T... 


Nicholson, D..... 


Nickols, Ri: oc... 
Nixonyelty i300. 


eeereve 


ere eeenee 


eeeeeteea 


ee eaeeeeoe 


ee eo eeae 


ee ee eevee 


Se eevee 


DEB Meme aes. soc. ac. 


O’Conmor7A, = 


O’Grady, James.. 
O’Hare, John.... 


O’Mally, Thomas 
Onions, A. ..;:. 


OrbellwH.. us... 


TRADES UNION: CONGRESS. 


DIstTRIOT. 
Hondonge sss oc a 


Journeymen 
Blaina .............. Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
PAD ROI sinh on ga se eee Miners’ Federati:n of Great Britain 
ERMGONS. 05s ges css ee. Carmen's London) Trade Union 
Manchester .......... Spinners, Operative Cotton, Amslg’mated 
Darlington .,........ Iron and Steel Workers of Great Britain, 
Associated 
THIONGONS ee Plea ees Carpenters and Joiners, General Union 
TABOO HEE cso oa poy oe Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
7 Bra) aCe Fa) coc We ie ae ale Railway Servants, Amalgamated Society 
WASH AWS hes Sa de 0 Steel and Iron Workers of Great Britain, 
Associated Society 
London....... ++++++-, Boot and Shoe Makers, Amalgamated 
Society 
Pando 364: 58 ees Stonemasons’ Society, Operative 
EASE Sd doe ons Ch eee Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
Birmingham ........ Brass Workers and Metal Mechanics, 


Gateshead .......... 


Fondonc. ss ois cs -++- Cabdrivers’ Trade Union, London 

SQUALOR iia o's 0's! 6 454s pu sce Steredoraes’ Labour Protection League, 
Amalgamated 

Walealiic cs. cte ese cc Lock and Keysmiths, Amalgamated 
Society 

TUE cae kaks »-.+. Shipwrights’ Society, Associated 

Birmingham ..... --. Bedstead Workmen’s Association 


3b 


TRADH UNION REPRESENTED, 


National Union of Clerks 
Denton .............. Felt Hatters, Amalgamated Society of 


National Society of Amalgamated 
Pressed Glass Makers’ Society 


Great Harwood ...... Weavers’ Association, Great Harwood 


Barrow-in-Furness 


TADVOYSAL Sg aecks cat Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Porte ees ei ey Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

OWANEO Sino i eee eck Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Landon. go yao Saddle and Harness Trade Protection 
Socie#y, London 

aS a ee rere Pattern Makers’ Association, United 

Manchester .......... Card and Blowing Room Amalgamated 
Association 

Lanarkshire.......... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

DIDI ss os eos ini Railway Servants, Amalgamated Societ y 

Chesterfield .......... Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


Sunderland .......... Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union of 

Stalybridge .......... Weavers’ Association, Ashton and Dis- 
trict 

Dundee.............. Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

AMIGO he i aes goes Smiths and Hammermen, National 
United Society of 

Doncaster. sows 5 nes Blastfurnacemen, Ore Miners, etc. 

FGiVOrDOOL eicc ssa ose Boot and Shoe Makers, Amalgamated 

. Soctety of 

TAVOrpOOk  ieca sc cee es Dock Labourers, National Union of 

ORDO Sos oh ov ve -» London Society of Compositors 


Heywood.s ..cccees, ss 


mated 
Pach fo er Sry Gera ae ar 


Workers’ Union 


Smiths and Strikers of United Kingdom, 
Amalgamated Society 


Weavers, Northern Counties Amalga- 


Furnishing Trades’ Association,National 


Amalgamated 
Blackburn ......,... Spinners’ Association, Blackburn and 
District 
ase O We oS eecca ss ves Labour, National Amalgamated Union of 
Tredegar ............ Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
» Loadon,...... -+e++++ Dock, Wharf, Riverside, and. General 


eee aspen an er 
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Names OF DELEGATES. 


Pammenton, W. 
Parfitt, H. .. 
Parker, F. . 


Parkes, N. eesceeceseces 


Park, Thomas 
Parker, G. e 


Parker, H. ....seeeeeees 


Parkin, J. 


Parrott, W., M.P...----- 4 


Pavey, J.. 
Pearson, R. 


Pope, Councillor W....--- 
Powell, Thomas EH. ..--.- 


Power, G. 


Probert, J. weeceeceeeees 


Pyefinch, H. E. 


Ramsden, J. 


Reavley, J. 

Reid, M. 

Reynolds, A. ..- 
Richards, T. F. ....-: 


Richards, T., M.P. ..«--- 
Richardson, F. T. ....++- 


Robertson, J... 
Robinson, A. «- 


Robinson, J. «- 
Robinson, W. C. 


Rose, F. H.. 
Ross, W. 


Roughley, H. ....--++- ia 


Rowarth, 8. W.. 


Rowlerson, G 


Rowlinson, G. H. ...----: 


DIsTRICT. 
Bradford ....+-- Se Aap 


Aberdare 
Stockport.... 


Burslem .. 


eos eeee ee 
Manchester ...---+ eed 


Rotherham . 
Hanley ......-- 
New Basford .. 
Barnsley «cesses 
Liverpool... 


Hyde..ceeeseeeeecees 
Doondon. < vecccesccces 


Walsall veceet ate rer 
Gateshead .... 
Woolwich... 


eoeoeedd 


Greenock .ecscccceees 


Birmingham ....-- 


Jarrow-on-Tyne . 
Liverpool ..... 
London... 
Leicester . 


Monmouthshire 
Liverpool .... 
Hamilton... 
Sheffield . 


Seaham Harbour ....- 
Heywood .eseeeeeses 
Manchester .. 
Manchester 

Atherton .....- 

Clay Cross . 


Gindartord, Res: Oc eee: 


Samuel, Thomas cevecese . Newcastie-on-Tyne 


Saunders, W. W. eecces 


Screen, J. 


Semley, W.-+.seeeeees 


Sefton, H. «s+... 
Settle, Thomas ....-- 


Sewards, Benjamin .....- 


Gexton, JaMeCS ceceeeeree 
Shackleton, D. J., M.P. .. 


Birmingham ..ce-sss 
Newport esccoesssees 
Bradford .eseeeoeees 


Liverpool .... 
Oldham ...ee«- 


Liscard secessceeeeeee 


Liverpool ...sseveeees 
Darwenesecercceeeres 


TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 


TRADE UNION REPRESENTED. 


Woolcombers’ Association, Bradford and 
District Machine 
Engineers and Firemen, 
Society of Locomotive 
Card and Blowing Room, Ring and 
Throstle, Spinners, Stockport 
Printers and Transferers’ Trades Pro- 
tection Society 
Millsawyers, Wood Cutting, Machinists, 
etc., Amalgamated Society 
Enginemen, etc., National Amal. Union 
Enginemen, etc., National Amal. Union 
Minors’ Federation of Great Britain 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association 
Weavers’ Association, Bury and Rad- 
cliffe District 
Weavers, Northern Counties Amal. 
Bookbinders and Machine Rulers, Con- 
solidated Union . 
Midland Leather Trades Federation 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
Labour Protection League 


Associated 


Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 


Brass Workers and Metal Mechanics, 
National Society of Amalgamated 

Smiths’ Society, Co-operative 

Dock Labourers, National Union of 

Coach Makers, London 

Boot and Shoe Operatives, 
Union of 


National 


_ Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Silversmiths’ Trade Protection Society, 
Sheffield 
Glass Bottle Makers’ 
Britain and Ireland 
Beamers, Twisters, and Drawers, Amail- 
gamated Union of = 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
Paper Mill Workers, National Union of 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Enginemea and Firemen’s Unior, 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
Tailors, Amalgamated Society of 
Miners’ Association, Forest of Dean 


Society of Great 


Enginemen’s Association, Northern 
United 

Carpenters 
Society 

Dock, Whart, Riverside, and General 
Workers’ Union 


Bleachers, Dyers, and Kindred Trades, 


and Joiners, Amalgamated 


National Federation of au ég 


Dock Labourers, National Union of 

Card and Blowing Room : Operatives, 
Oldham Provincial 

Postal Clerks’ Association, United 
Kingdom 

Dock Labourers, National Union of 

Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, 
Darwen 








Names OF DELEGATES, 
| | Shannon. J. 


! Bm, WG ooo. lees 
|. Sharrocks, Councillor W.. 
Shaw, Councillor T....... 


Peeper omoheard, Det. ss eek ewok 
; Ghitdert 4... 6.552... - 
os TA el Oe eR ae a 
Simmons, Councillor H. .. 
Bimmer sb. s2.. Pore dois 

Seemed POHOTE ss. eh... ck 
SENBIOV Ase acs eke sivwice sc 
Bieter 5%. /2. ce. coe 

Smith, A. e®eeeevesees oe 
RPC races See se sn ea 

Baar ts C.<....s Pees 
ReMi Et o's os ts ws 4-0 ove 

Smith, John ........ Te 
SLL SB Sea a : 

BB hrs % ofa s-< Cason iw ais Ps 

iin, EH oe. ee oss 


Smith, William......... 
Snell, S. eerseeeeeseeresees 


MPCAkMAN, J... sscecee crs 
RCCn tated Oe ec ck s vs a 


PICEA ieee see 
Stacey, George ........;. 


SYS) 2g UA a 
UEINGY Ole see viees oust “4s 


S)y 105 Te 10 tO Ags 2 ae ee ae ar Ae 
MUO WaEt Awl es oo cs wks ce ‘ 
Steadman, W. C., L.C.c.. 
RUOVEUS I A Vins os ceccicke 


BUOKOS ies Secs ce cs ries 
Stonelake, H....... a oes: 
Strachan, W. H. H....... 


SROURARMES WV 5 cic es 5 oboe 


imme en eid ieee 
Sipe ds. U.. ei. .s Siiein 
Sumner, Councillor A,.... 
ps Mend Pk eos os 


‘Swindells, W........ec008 





MBUGIOYS Ace ule ics css p00 ¢ 
Tattersall, J. H...ccescees 


} 
‘Taylor, Councillor A. .... 
ae 





TRADES UNION CONGRHSS. 


DISTRICT. 
Liverpool eesectsree0en 


Maryport <..3s2 i. os oh 
BETO Wise sre co asc ae 
Wolverhampton ...... 
SOHISIO iu sc'a's 0a oOo os 
Manchester ......%. re 
BIANGyre chee ek vs 
BOGOR sas ee a aeeuehes 
| SLAMORG aoe is es oe : 
Manchester <. os. ss a 


baleliversWpSeeereD me oe 


Hamilton ..... us oes 
Liverpodlists sss A eas 
LONGON cm ep es ae ce 
PediNam oases tis 
Barnsley .....s.0. eee 


Dalroy, Scotland .... 
Leeds 


Wednesbury ...... es 


(Travesend =< <2 ect. & 


SIMA DPLAGOT A gic 6 oi k «alee 


(ofa y Sa ee ane Mae Teas aia 


PVIOSBV viv kc cae oak 
Neweastle-on-Tyne 


Bermondsey... scceccs 
PN ANOR Viel Mia cx oes oo 
Hednesford: <-.. 220s. 
Chesterfield ........ ae 
Aberdares.2 los. io 
New Basford ........ 
DOnGows fs 0=3 ‘gee wae 


Birmingham ........ 
Lender sik os Se cee 
Aberdare ..... een ' 
TAOIOOT Ape cee pe 


Newcastle-on-Tyne .. 


HON ons. sere s was 
Winsford so. ae 
endo sis cnt 33 


Manchester .......... 


FESOUOUG? 65s via’ wt ¥s'o 


OVERTLY. west aes 
Manchester. sccecace 


PERL TAM eater te Cote cis 


TRADE UNION REPRESENTED, 


Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Society - 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

Typographical Association 

Assurance Agents, National Union of 
Life 

Engine Keepers, Mutual 
Association of, Scotland 

Weavers and Winders, Bolton and 
District 

Boot and Shoe Operatives, National 
Union of 

Typographical Association 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Bleachers, Dyers, and Kindred Trades, 
National Federation of - 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Dock Labourers, National Union 

Printers’ Assistants, Operative 

Weavers’ Association, Padiham and 
District 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union 

Hdge Tool Trade Protection and Aid 
Society, Amalgamated 

Labourers, National 
Union 

Typographical Association, Scottish 

Weavers, Northern Counties Amalga- 
mated, Colne 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Labourers, National Amalgamated 
Union 

Watermen, Lightermen, and Watch- 
men, Amalgamated Society of 

Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Barge Builders (Secretary) 

Tin and Iron Plate, Sheet Metal 
Workers, National Amalgamated 

Glass Blowers’ Trade Society, London 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Coopers of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Mutual Association 

Miners’ Mutual Consolidated Associa- 
tion, Northumberland 

Postmen’s Federation _ 

Weaver Watermen’s Association 

Farriers, Amalgamated Society 

Painters and Decorators, National 
Amalgamated Society of House and 
hi 

Weavers, 
gamated 


Provident 


Amalgamated 


Northern Counties Amal- 


Toolmakers, Amalgamated 

Loom Overlookers, General Union of 
Associations 

Engineers, Amalgamated Society of 
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NAMES OF DELEGATES. DISTRICT, TRADE UNION REPRESENTED. 


Taylor, J. W 
Taylor, John, J.P. 


Thomas, Alderman J. ... 
Thomas, Evan ..... Lees 


Thompson, HE. 
Thornes Ws vs.5 « s0 


Thorpe, W. H. 
Thurston; F. ..e- 


Tillett, EBS See oseebavere bascele ee 


Tilsley, Ellis 
Tomkinson, G. 


MOWNSENG) Risse: sos #408 
TAIL Os Wiawe creases ss 


Turland, E. 


Turner, William 


SIYTIGL ws) sv 4:4 + 0's of 18 woke 


Turner, Alderman Ben.... 
PAIGE Jircles ae ess 5 ee: 


Vaughan, S. ....- Peace 


Vyse, William 


Wadsworth, J.’ oo. .cecnce 
Walker saw wes aa sss oh oo 


WN ALG, (EL ag e's vhs san eevee : 


Walls, P 


Walters, John 
Ward, J 


Warner, Councilor W. 
Webh, J. Weve od a'as 5 
Weir, John 


Welch, BE. W..... 
Welsh, F. W 


West, Alderman W. J.... 


Weston, William 


Wheeler, Oe sesaw ek = CAN 
Whitfield, Allan....c...0- 
Whitehouse, 6.6 hice 


Whittaker, J 


Whitefield, W. 
Whitehead, Thomeés 


Whitehead, J. T. .. 


Whybrew, &. ..+- 


eso@eoeoee oe 
= 


South Wales 
Pontyrhyl 
Pontlottyn ..... aves 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
London...» 0% 


TOI GOW Wie esas cies otera 


AIGNGON «cscs beeen 


Staleybridge 
Burslem 


Blackburn 
Falkirk eeee 


Leicester ...... 
Halifax 

London.) 5's sis 
Batley we ssi aa Peisiess 
Ashton-under-Lyne 


Birkenhead 
Ebbw Vale 


Barnsley .... 
BeHASh s'ss' sees etek Boies 


Macclesfield 
Workington....... ios 


Barnsley (a.7 36's athena mcs 
Swansea 

London 

Hinckley 

London 

Dunfermline 


South Shields 
Tendo 5 isan ace 


LiG@iCOSteY ia dose tae ere 
Oldham 


Midsomer Norton .... 
Blackburn 


Bristol 
Bolton 


Ashton-under-Lyne .. 


Walthamstow, Essex. . 


..- Blastfurnacemen, 


Colliery Mechanics’ Assoc. Durham ~ 

Midland Counties Trades Federation 

Municipal Employés’ Association 

Spinners, Operative Cotton, Oldham 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union 

Cabdrivers’ Trade Union, London 

Engine Drivers aud Firemen (Land and 
Marine) Amalgamated Society 

Dock, Wharf, Riverside, and General 
Workers’ Union 

Cloggers, Amalgamated Society 

Ore Mmers, etc., 
National Federation 

Weavers’ Association, Sabden 

Steel and Iron Workers of Great Britain, 
Amalgamated Society 

Bleachers, Dyers, Scourers, and Trim- 
mers’ Federation, Midland Counties 

Bleachers, Dyers, and Kindred Trades, 
National Federation of 

Shop Assistants, Warehousemen, and 
Clerks, National Amal. Union 

Weavers (Heavy Woollen) Association 

Weavers’ Association, Ashton and Dis. 


Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Socicty 


Carpenters and Joiners, General Unionof - ~ 


Blastfurnacemen, Ore Miners, 
National Federation of 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Carpenters and Joiners, General Union of 

Navvies, Builders’ Labourers, and 
General Labourers’ Union 

Boot and Shoe Operatives, National 
Union of 

Printing Machine Managers’ Society, 
London 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Boiler Makers and Iron Ship Builders 

Vellum Binders’ Trade Society 

Railway Clerks’ Association 

Steam Fishing Vessels 
Grimsby 

Boot and Shoe Operatives, National 
Union of 

Card and Blowing Room Amalgamated 
Association 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 


etc., 


Engineers, 


Weavers, Winders, and Warpers, Black- Ke 


burn and District 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 
Reamers, ‘Twisters, and Drawers, 
Amalgamated Union i 
Card and Blowing Room, N.H, Lanca- 
shire 
Faweett Association 
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ACCTINGUONE was aft Stoves: 
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TraDE Union REPRESENTED. 


Dock, Wharf, Riverside, and General 
Workers’ Union 

Weavers, Northern Counties Association 

Weavers, Northern Counties Amalga- 
mated 

Tramway and Vehicle Workers’ Amal- 
gamated Association 

Shipwrights’ Society, Associated 

Labourers’ Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland, National Amalgamated 

Weavers, Northern Counties Amalga- 
mated Association of 

Scottish Shale Miners and Manual 
Workers’ Association 

Spinners, Operative Cotton, Amalga- 
mated 

Gasworkers and General Labourers, 
National Union 

Bakers and Confectioners, Amalgamated 
Union, South Wales, etc. 

Hingine and Crane Drivers’ (Hydraulic 
and Boiler) Attendants, Union of 

Spinners, Operative Cotton, Amalga- 
mated 

Loom Overlookers, General Union of 
Associations 

Musicians’ Union, Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation 

Miners’ Association, Durham 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Miners’ Federation of Great Britain 

Anchorsmiths, Amalgamated - 

United Kingdom Society of Coach- 

makers, 
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TO cach ee Sage ae 


BALANCE SHEET 


OF THE 


TRADES UNION CONGRESS PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, 


From August 24th, 1904, to August Ist, 1905, _ 


INCOME. £ d. of ee 

To Amountof Balance, Leeds Congress 2096 3 5 | By Standing Orders, Committees, 
5 A Subscriptions and Dele- Auditors, Tellers, Scrutineers, 

gates’ Fees paid during Congress 11 0 90 Doorkeepers, Superintendent, 
,, Congress Reports .. 294 17 11 Porters, Messengers, Secretary, 

Donations received . 1 3 2 etc. (Leeds Congress) 

Arbitration Deposits 40 0 O Parliamentary Committees, Joint 

Interest on Deposit A/c. ....... ‘ 114 il and Sub-Committees (including 

., Trades Dispute Bill Debates .... 2610 0 Travelling Expenses) 

,, Lotal Subscriptions . ‘.. 2246 10 0 Amounts returned re Arbitration :— 

,», Delegates’ Fees ...: 181 0 O Gasworkers and General : 

,, Mr. 8. Woods....... Labourers 20 0 
National Federation of Biast- 

furnacemen Sag 8 

Expenses of Arbitration 11 19 

Presents to Fraternal Delegates 
at Congress, Hotel Bills, etc. .. 

Reporter of Congress .......6. : 

Delegates to America .......... 

Leeds Town Hall (Fittings, Fix- 
tures, Lighting) 

Donation to Leeds Corporation 
Deaf and Dumb Schools 

Printing, Stationery, etc. 

Cost of Congress Reports ..... 

General Office Expenditure and 
Lighting vet. sete ese 22s ee 

Press Cuttings and Newspapers.. 

Secretary’s Salary (includiog In- 
come Tax) 

Secretary’s Assistant 
Housekeeper (including Coals and 
Cleaning) os .cscnccene se caes 
Printing Reports of Debate on 

Trades Dispute Bill.. 

Reporting Debate.... 

Telegraphic Address 

Telephone ...... 

London Guarantee Co. 
(Fidelity Bond) . : 

Postage, Telegrams, Parcels, ‘ete, 

Total cost of “Meetings re Trades 
Dispute Bill 

‘‘ Unemployed’’ Conferences (Hire 
of Rooms, ae of Circulars, 
etc. 

Amount paid to Amalgamated 
Society of Railway Servants on 
account of Taff Vale Appeal, 1901 

Reporting Proceedings of Standing 
Committee on Law (Trades Dis- 
pute Bill) 

Removal to New Offices ........ 

Rent (Old and New Offices)...... 

Pattinson and Brewer (Costs re 
Giblan case) 

Clerical Assistance 

Alterations and Fittings in New 
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Honorarium to Standing Counsel 
Treasurer’s Salary 
Delegates’ Expenses to Co-opera- 
tive Congress. ¢Se.ssan sae eied : 
Balance in Hand ..... fides vests dO LO oe 


—_—_—— 


£4909 19 5 £1909 19 5 


———- _— 


Audited and found correct, 
JOHN WADSWORTH pe a 
August 14th, 1905. 3 Joun GALBRAITH, - } Auditors. a 
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| MEETINGS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 





From 10th September, 1904, to 2nd September, 1908. 
sits 
3 1904 (J. Sexton 1904 J. Sexton 1905 J. Sexton 
Bed R. Bell R. Bell BR. Bell 
| W.C. Steadman “W. C. Steadman W.C, Steadman 
| D. J. Shackleton D. J. Shackleton | D. J. Shackleton 
5 aa bcd 13 Ee sag 
September 10th ee srecuraer Ss November 17th-< yy. Aeon February 14th -< Whore © 
i A. H. Gill A. H. Gill A. H. Gill 
| Cc. W. Bowerman C. W. Bowerman Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie A. Wilkie A. Wilkie : 
W. J. Davis W.d. Davis W. J. Davis 
W. B. Hornidge W.B. sehen eel W.B. Hornidge 


* 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis 

W. B. Hornidge 


A 


J. Sexton 
R. Bell 
I" 8 W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
1 J. Haslam 
September 27th~ VD: C. Cummings 


| 
i 
\ 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis 


J. Sexton 
' R. Bell 
W.C, Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam | 
September 28th D. C. Cummings 
W. B. Hornidge 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
Ae Wilkie * 

W.dJ. Davis* 

W. B. Hornidge* 





J. Sexton 
R. Bell 
W.C. Steadman 
hae D. J. Shackleton 
= J. Haslam . ae 
| October 24th - -~ D.C. Cummings 


y 
" * 


W. OC. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 


; fe - Haslam 
October 25th - E NE aati sah 
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W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C, W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie* 

W. J. Davis 

W. B. Hornidge 
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J. Sexton 

R. Bell 

W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 


ot \ Ae orien 
o, 7 “ _2 D. C. Cummings 
November 16th W. Thorne 
a A. H. Gill 
C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 
. W.J. Davis 
W. B. Hornidget+ 





W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 


D.C. Cummings 
W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J. Davis 

W. 8B. Hornidge 


December 21st - 


December 22nd WwW. thors 


C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J. Davis 

WwW. B. Hornidge 


1905 


W. C, Steadman 
D. J Shackleton 


D. 6. Cummings 
a Thorne 

. HH. Gill 
= W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 
W. ud. Davis 
W. B, Hornidge 


January 18th - 


D. 0. onmaties 


January 19th - -4 yy Sa 


ay B. Proniides 


J. Sexton * 

R. Bell 

W.C., Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
1 J. Haslam 


D.C. Cummings 
February 13th - W. Thorne 8 
-| A. H. Gill 
Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wiikie 
W. J. Davis 
W. B. Hornidge 


W. Thorne 

A.H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J. Davis 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell 

W.C, Steadman 

D. J. Shackleton 

J. Haslam : 
February 15th -< D- 9-Cummings 

W. B. Hornidge 


J. Haslam 


D.C. Cummings . 


J. Sexton 
R. Bell 
W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
February 16th an W. Thorne 
. H. Gill 


S W. Bowerman 
A. Wiikie 

W. J. Davis 

W. 8B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell 

W.C. Steadman 

D. J. Shackleton 
February 17th - 


J. Haslam 

D. C. Cummings 
W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis 
W.B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 
Bell 
W.C, Steadman 


D. J. Shackleton — 


a Pr yirene 
$3 Cummings 
March 9th - + - W. Phorud 8 
A. H. Gill 
C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 
W.J. Davis 
W.B. Hornidge 


{J. Sexton 


R. Bell 

W. C. Steadman 

D. J. Shackleton 

J. Haslam 
March 10th ---< D: 0. Cummings 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie * 

W. J. Davis* 

W. B. Hornidge 
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MEETINGS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE—(continued). 


{ 


1905 


J. Sexton . Sexton 


R. Bell* 

W.C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 


March 16th -- - D.C, Cummings* 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill* 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis 

W. B. Hornidgs 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell* 

W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 


March 17th -- < D;C,Cummings* 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill* 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J- Davis 
W.B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 
R. Bell 

W.C. Steadman 
A ae Shackleton 
J. Haslam 


April 19th D.C. Cummings 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J. Davis 

W. B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell 

W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 


April 20th D.C. Cummings 


WwW. Thorne 


Cc. Ww. Bowerman 


W.B. Hornidge 


. Bell* 
Ww. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 


May 17th D. C.Cummings 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis 

W. B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell* 

W.C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 

D. C. Cummings 


May 18th W. Thorne 


A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie* 

W. J. Davis* 

W. B. Hornidge 





June 22nd ---- 





July 27th ---- 


August 28th - - - 


Ww. J. Davis 
W. B. Hornidgea 


J. Sexton 

.. Bell* 

W. C. Steadman* 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 

D. C. Cummings* 
W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill* 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis* 

W. B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell* 

W.C. Steadman * 
D. J. Shackleton* 
J. Haslam 

D.C. Cummings* 
W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill* 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis* 

W. B. Hornidge 


- Sexton 
R. Bell 

W. C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam* 
D.C. Cummings 
W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.d. Davis 

W. B. Hornidge* 


a. Baxton 
- Bell 
W. C, Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam* 
D.C, Cummings 
W. Thorne 
A. H. Gill 
Cc. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie* 
W.J. Davis* 
W.8B. Hornidge 


Ke Sexton 

R. Bell 

W.C. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 

D. C. Cummings 
W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J. Davis 
W.B. Hornidge+ 


| August 29th - - - 
C. Ww. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

{ 





J. Sexton 
R. Bell 
. C. Steadman: 
D.J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 
August 80th ---< 0-¢- Cummings 











. Bell 

. C. Steadman 
“a Shackleton 
| Haslam 

.C. Cummings 
. Thorne 

Pai Gill 


ye Sees 


Sh 3): 


W. J. Davis 
W. B. Hornidge+t 


A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W. J. Davis 
W.B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 
R. Bell 
. OC, Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 
August 31st - - - D.C. Cummings 


. Thorne 
A. H. Gill 
C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 
W.J. Davis 
W.B. Hornidgsa 


J. Sexton 

R. Bell 

W. C. Steadman 

D. J. Shackleton 

J. Haslam 
September Ist - D. C.Cummings 


W. Thorne 

A. H. Gill 

C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie 

W.J. Davis - 
W.B. Hornidge 


J. Sexton 
Bell 
W. CO. Steadman 
D. J. Shackleton 
J. Haslam 
5, ; _J D.C. Cummings 
September 2nd W. Thorne 
A, H. Gill 
C. W. Bowerman 
A. Wilkie -- 
W. J. Davis 
W.B. Hornidge 











* Absent, attending to other Trade Union business by consent of the Committee. + Absent through illness. 


The Secretary, Mr. 8S. Woods, absent through illness throughout the year. 


W. C., STEADMAN, L'C.C., Secretary. — 
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Ss 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Jhirty-eighth Annual Gathering 


HELD IN THE 


VICTORIA HALL, HANLEY, 


FROM 


ShkPTHMBER 4aTre TO orEe, 1905. 





President: JAMES SEXTON. 





INTRODUCTION. 


ee ee 


CHE Trades Union Congress of 1905 was the largest and most representative 
that has hitherto been held, the Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
and the Durham Miners returning after a few years absence, representing 

between them 165,000 members. There were present 457 delegates, repre- 

senting 205 societies, with a total membership of 1,541,000. 

The proceedings were marked throughout by their usual moderate and 
businesslike character, good fellowship prevailing throughout the week, although 


' differences of opinion at times arose. The delegates were most regular in their 


attendance. A special and pleasing feature of the Congress was the unanimous 
manner in which the delegates voted £50 to the late Lady Dilke Memorial 
FPand, a small tribute to the memory of the good lady, who, during her lifetime, 
had done so much and worked so hard to raise the status of female workers 
in this country. 


ee aE Dahl 
= So = 


oe 


PERS, DAY. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th. 





—__—* 
—== 





For the first time in its history the Trades Union Congress met in Hanley, 
an official welcome being given to the delegates assembled in the Victoria Hall 
to-day by the Mayor and Corporation of the Borough. Representative 
public men were attracted to the meeting in considerable numbers from the 
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surrounding districts, and the inaugural ceremony was watched with keen 
interest by the occupants of the galleries. 


Among those upon the platform were the Countess of Warwick, Mr. John 
Burnett (Chief of the Labour Department of the Board of Trade), Miss 
Tuckwell, Sir John Gorst, and the members of the Parliamentary Committee. 


The PresipEnt, in the course of his introductory speech, said there had 
been rumours and prophecies, not loud but deep, that Congress was on the 
decline. Yet, with the exception of the one held in London, the present 
gathering was the largest that had ever been held under the auspices of the 
‘Trades Union Congress. There were present 457 delegates, representing over 
one and a-half million of organised workers. 


Peas pene 


ROOSEVELT, THE PEACE-MAKER, 


a Ge ee he eee eo atthe. NFS = ! : 
i ca eee a amt ese o. Bere ee pas CALS 
Wa 2 - — - ~ 


They were met that day, Mr. Sexton continued, under the most favourable 
auspices in regard to universal and international peace, and their advocacy of 
international disarmament justified them in calling attention to the very 
gratifying conclusion of peace between Russia and Japan. The Parliamentary 
Committee being in Hanley during that historic period took the opportunity of 
wiring to the President of the United States as follows :— 

That we, the members of the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress, 
representing nearly two million organised workers of Great Britain, heartily congratulate 
President Roosevelt upon the success of his strenuous and persistent efforts in bringing 
about peace between Japan and Russia, and hope this will inaugurate permanent peace: 
between all nations. 

We also congratulate the King upon being successful in bringing about the Peace — 
Treaty with France. | 


We further desire to assure our German comrades thet we know they wish the same 
relations to obtain between them and ourselves which have been so happily established 
with France, and that we will do our utmost to induce our Government to cut down 
armaments systematically on an agreed basis between all nations. Tinally, we appeal to 
our German comrades to work continuously and cordially with us in a united effort to 
check the growth of Jingo feelings on both sides of the North Sea, and to bring about a 
general co-operation between both peoples for the common good of all workers. 
internationally. | 

It was also an auspicious occasion, and a very happy one, to find that, while 
they wired congratulations to the President of the United States, they had two 
American citizens in the town bringing fraternal greetings from that land. 
War was always unnecessary and always an evil, and the devastation of a 
continent that was going on between Russia and Japan, injuring people not 
concerned in the war at all, justified a strong expression of opinion from this 
Congress and other Labour Congresses against this infernal warfare, not in 
the interests of the workingmen, but in the interests of those who wanted to 
live upon the war and its results. It was also pleasing to see that while the 
President of the United States was working in the interests of peace our King ~ 
had also taken a great interest in it. | 


THE MAYOR'S OFFICIAL WELCOME. 


The Mayor of Hanuny, who was received with applause, said that on 
behalf of the citizens and Council of Hanley he offered each one of the — 
delegates a very hearty welcome. He could not say that the immediate 
surroundings of the borough were the best the delegates could meet with, but 
he could safely say the delegates would never find a warmer-hearted lot of 
people to hold the Congress amongst. The local people took a great interest — 
in everything they considered for the advantage not only of the worker, but 
every other class of citizens. Though the worker, as a rule, came first, at the 
same time every other class of the community had to be considered. He hoped 
the result of their deliberations would tend to the uplifting of Labour. Labour — 
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was, of course, the main source of profit for the world. Without it they could 
do very little; at the same time, if labour was at the top there would be a 
danger. He had not the slightest doubt that the intelligence represented in 
that Congress would tell them where to stop. 


TRADES COUNCIL'S WELCOME. 


Mr. Hersert Emery, as President of the North Stafford Trades and 
Labour Council, offered the delegates a hearty welcome on behalf of that body. 
It was an honour for him to offer that welcome, especially as it was he who 


‘had introduced the question of inviting the Congress to visit Hanley. The 


objects in view when that invitation was made were, firstly, because at that 
time the Potteries were under a cloud, for they were told that a certain 
individual was going about like a roaring lion, and his (Mr. Hmery’s) friends, 
wherever he went, asked him if he had seen that gentleman. He, of course, 
replied that he had not seen the person referred to, but he was anxious that 
the Parliament of Labour should visit the district, and he was sure that they 
would find that in the matter of morality the Potteries would bear comparison 
with other places. ‘There were no fine buildings here, there was no seaboard ; 
it was a purely manufacturing district. A friend of his—a baker—at a previous 
Congress remarked to him that he had seen very few chimneys. They would 
see plenty of chimneys in the Potteries, and he hoped they would all be smoking, 
for that meant work. He also thought that the coming of the Congress 
would give an impetus to the Trade Union movement in the district. Within 
three miles of where he was standing there were a quarter of a million people, 
80 or 85 per cent. of whom were workers, and a great many of them were 
badly organised. And he found, Mr. Emery continued, that a number of people 
in this district did not know what the Trades Congress was. A manufacturer 
asked him the other day what the Congress was going to do. He replied that if 
they would just turn the government of the country over to the Congress for a 
week it could do in five days more work than the Imperial Parliament could do 
in 25 years. However, if they could not order the destinies of the nation they 
were hoping very shortly to have a good hand in forming its destinies, and 
likewise in bringing about better laws for the government of the workers. And 
he had urged upon his colleagues the necessity of holding meetings of their 
respective societies while the leaders were with them. They had been on 
the job for the last eight months, and done everything they possibly 
could to make the delegates comfortable while they were here, and every 
penny that was going to be spent on them from the Trades Council during 
the week had been subscribed by Trade Unionists only. He was told 
on Sunday night that this expense was going to come out of the rates. He 
was told: “ You see how we are rated now; we are going to keep these fellows 
for a week, and we are going to pay for 50 cars to Trentham and feast them 
there!’ Nothing of the sort. Every Trade Unionist connected with the 
Council had levied a contribution, and the miners came to their assistance, so 
that they could take it from him that all the money that was to be spent upon 
them would come out of the pockets of Trade Unionists. 


THE FIRST JOKE OF CONGRESS, 


Towards the close of his remarks Mr. Emery perpetrated a ‘bull’’ that 
convulsed the delegates with laughter, and sent the ladies who occupied the 
platform almost into hysterics of merriment. Alluding to the invitations that 
had been distributed, he said: ‘‘The tickets in your bags for Trentham (the 
Duke of Sutherland’s seat) also include your wives. Those who have wives 
will have to take them into the reception room and get them stamped!”’ 
When Congress had partly recovered, Mr. Emery smilingly observed: ‘‘ Anyway, 
I shall take the credit for having made the first joke in the Congress. I meant 
the tickets, not the wives!” 







TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 


TRADES COUNCIL'S SECRETARY. 


Mr. Noau Parkes, Secretary of the North Staffordshire Trades and 
Labour Council, seconded the invitation of Mr. Emery. He said that, while 
they hoped to do some little to entertain the delegates, with their wives, they 
were anxious to build up their organisations in this district. It was clearly 
apparent that the Congress in coming to Hanley would have work before them ; 
work in that hall, and they would also expect some of the prominent speakers 
to assist them outside. It had very often been said, proceeded Mr. Parkes, 
that the Trades Union Congress was nothing else than a junketing for the 
delegates, and that the Congress must. of necessity be held in some beautiful 
spot. But the fact that the Congress was this year being held in Hanley, 
decided upon by a majority of two to one, when they might have selected 
and enjoyed themselves at a seaside resort, spoke volumes; and before 
their critics spoke again they should bear that fact in mind. They 
hoped that Congress would be memorable for many reasons. They 
hoped it would be memorable for its good and successful work. It would be 
memorable because of the home-coming of those two great bodies, the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers and the Durham Miners, who were with — 
them on that occasion. Above all they hoped it would be memorable by reason 
of the strong lead that would be given to the rank and file of the Labour 
party. They hoped to see the man who was fighting in the front turn round 
and shake the hand of his fellowman in the rear; they wanted also to see the 
man in the rear hurry up and clasp the hand of the man in the front, so that 
very little ground might be lost, and a noble army of workers formed which 
should prove irresistible when dealing with the forces of Labour. He trusted 
that after having lived in the district and having seen what it was, the delegates 
would cherish some fond memories of the few days they had spent in their 
midst. 

PRESIDENT OF MINERS’ FEDERATION. 


Alderman Enocn Epwarps, President of the Miners’ Federation, and 
Labour-Liberal candidate for Hanley, who was very heartily cheered on rising 
to speak, said that on behalf of a trade which tended somewhat to mar and 
spoil the atmosphere of the Potteries, he heartily welcomed the delegates to 
that Congress. He was truly proud to think that he had lived long enough 
to see the Congress in Hanley. For more than 30 years some of them had 
been labouring among the working population of that district to try and make 
it possible that Hanley should provide, at any rate, sufficient attraction for the 
holding of a Congress. He observed that his friend, Mr. Emery, was some- 
what fearful, and the Mayor and Brother Parkes, too, that the surroundings 
of the Potteries would not be sufficiently attractive to a great body of dele- 
gates. He was reminded, however, that most of them came from centres 
which differed very little from the Potteries! ‘They might not have the sun 
obscured so much as the Potteries had, but he was rather pleased to think . 
that the Potteries had the same sun as other towns had! The Potteries might 
blacken the face of it a bit, they might obscure it, but he was told that it was 
the more healthful for the district when it was obscured, because it showed 
that they were busy. They had not yet discovered how to consume all their 
smoke. If the Congress could suggest to the Potteries how this could be done 
effectively and cheaply, the Potteries would not regret the Congress having ~ 
met in Hanley. Mr. Emery had referred to the splendid building. Yes, there 
were many towns of much greater importance than Hanley—or, rather, they 
thought they were—but it was not given by any other town Congress had met 
in to have a finer public hall. It was, thanks to the public spirit and energy of 
the townsmen of Hanley that the borough possessed one of the finest halls in — 
the provinces—a hall dedicated largely in the interest of a great community 
which had been the centre not only of public gatherings addressed by great 
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orators, but which had been the centre of the musical world. Unhappily the 
Congress met shortly after the death of one who had given inspiration in that 
hall to thousands of people around, and had made life much happier because 
of the music taught in the locality. ‘‘ We Staffordshire people,” Mr. Edwards 
proceeded, ‘‘do pride ourselves that, while you may beat us sometimes at 
ericket and football, we can lick you into fits at singing!” 


Mr. Joun Batu: Even the Welshmen ! 


Alderman Epwarps: My friend Ball says ‘‘even the Welshmen.”’ Well, 
I have too much regard for the Welshmen. I have discovered my name has 
saved me a lot of trouble while I have been in Wales. Proceeding, Mr. Edwards 
said that anyone must be impressed who looked at a great gathering like that, 
composed of men whose object and purpose—whether people liked to realise it 
or not, or whether the people always believed it or not—was to make the 
conditions of the working classes better, and in doing that to make the 
conditions of all classes better. 


THE DEVIL NOT IN THE POTTHRIES ! 


The friends who had spoken did well to emphasise one or two features. 
The Potteries had again and again been seriously slandered. Its people could 
not go to the ends of the earth without hearing either of the man and dog fight 
in Hanley or of Satan walking everywhere. Well, he knew a lot of people in the 
Potteries who did not claim a close relationship with his Satanic majesty, and to 
many people that sermon came asashock. What wasthemotiveit wasnot for him 
to say. He wished to emphasise the fact that they would find, as the Mayor 
and Mr. Parkes had said, no community in this island who more thoroughly 
appreciated good fellowship and goodness than the people of the Potteries. 
He hardly need tell them that, for the delegates had known some Potteries 
people for some time. He fully believed that the holding of the Trades 
Congress in Hanley would give an impetus to the local Trade Unions. He 
could only hope that that gathering would be a memorable one, and that 
whatever might be their difficulties on some minor questions he hoped the 
Congress would strengthen its hands by trying to make the next House of 
Commons more thoroughly representative of the Labour forces of the country 
than it was to-day. If such strength was given from the centre of the 
Potteries he would greatly rejoice. He would remind them that in days gone 
by when the great struggle for cheap food was being waged no spot in the 
kingdom was more vigorous in its advocacy of cheap food than the towns 
situated in the district in which they were that day assembled. The Potteries 


had a history of which it need not be askamed. The people might not have 


moved so fast as they might have wished, but the educational authorities of 
Staffordshire had always realised the importance of education, and the people 
were under a great obligation to those authorities for the great work they 
had done for the education of the children. It would be one of. the best 
things that could happen to the district if the educational forces within 
it could assist in bringing about possibilties of a better state of life in the 
near future by teaching the people how best to exercise the knowledge they 
already possessed. He could only hope the Congress would give a further 
fillip in that direction, for what they were aiming at was to leave the fatherland 
better than they found it, that when they had finished their labours they would 
in the aggregate be able to claim to have rendered service to humanity, and 
that service was the highest service that could be rendered between earth and 
heaven. 


LETTER FROM MR. SAM WOODS. 


The CHAIRMAN said that having had an opportunity of judging of the 
excellent arrangements made by the committee of the N.S. Trades and Labour 
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Council, he said they were very commendable, as the Congress would see before 
the week was over. Therefore, he moved a very hearty vote of thanks to the 
Mayor for the welcome, and to the Reception Committee for their entertainment 
and for their comfort. He ought, however, to have read a letter from Mr. 8. 
Woods before they entered upon the preliminary proceedings. He would read 


if DOW :— 
Rose Villa, Brynn, Wigan, 
August 2$th, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Sexton, 


In view of the Congress taking place next Monday, I have deferred writing to you 
until now in the hope that I might be somewhat better. I am sorry to say that I gather 
very little, if any, strength. I can only walk short distances without assistance, and I 
am quite unfit and unable to attend Congress. I should dearly have liked to have been 
with you and met all my friends, whom it has been my fortune to meet year by year ; but 
it is not to be. I wish to thank you personally and every member of the Parliamentary 
Committee for the invariable kindness and sympathy which they have shown towards me 
during the time of my weakness. Although it is impossible for me to attend Congress, 
yet I hope it will be very successful and fruitful in results, and equal, if not better, than 
many of its predecessors. Give my kind regards and best wishes to the Parliamentary 
Committee and all the delegates attending Congress, and kindly accept the same yourself. 

Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) Sam Woops. 
MR. RICHARD BELL, M.P. 


Mr. RicHarp Brun, M.P., said he rose with much pleasure to second the 
vote of thanks moved by the President, and in doing so his thought was first 
of the position to which the Trades Union Congress had attained in recent 
years. In whatever city or town they met they were now welcomed by the 
Lord Mayor or the Mayor and Corporation. There was a time when they were — 
not so respectable. He only wished that they should rise a step higher, and be 
welcomed by the Lord Chancellor in the same hearty manner as they had been 
welcomed by the Mayor that day! He hoped, however, they would achieve that 
high distinction before the Trades Congress had ceased its work. Looking 
round the gailery and comparing the attendance of ladies with attendances at 
previous Congresses, he found that not so many delegates had brought their 
wives with them this time. Whether it was that-they had some little 
knowledge of Hanley and its surroundings, or whether they thought the 
Reception Committee were going to ‘‘stamp”’ them all, he did not know! 
He thanked the Mayor and the Reception Committee for their hearty welcome. 

The vote was carried unanimously. 


THE MAYOR'S REPLY. 


In acknowledging the vote of thanks, the Mayor said he believed that 
before the delegates went home they would be quite persuaded in their own 
minds that what was written in such a slanderous fashion some 30 years ago 
about men and dog fights in this district was not true. Perhaps they had seen 
in the Press lately that the Devil was in the Potteries. Personally he had not 
met him, and he had not met anybody who had! So they must not believe stories 
‘of that kind. He thought they would be satisfied with the reception they had _ 
had, and would disbelieve all the villainous things which had been stated about — 
their district. 

Mr. Emery responded on behalf of the Reception Committee. 


THE LATE LADY DILKE. 


The Prestpent said that since they last met in Congress a very dear 
friend of the Labour movement had departed this life in the person of Lady 
Dilke. It would be a gracious act to the memory of a woman who had devoted 
her life to the amelioration of the lives of the workers, particularly women, if 
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the delegates were to signify their respect to her memory by simply rising 
in their places. 


The delegates at once rose in a body and stood in solemn silence for some 
moments. 


THANKS TO MR. WOODS. 


Mr. W. SHarrocks (Boilermakers) asked whether a vote of thanks had 
been passed by the Parliamentary Committee to Mr. 8. Woods for the work 
he had done, and sympathising with him in his illness ? 


The PrEsipENT replied that it had been done at every meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee and would not be forgotten at the Congress. 


ELECTION OF TELLERS. 


For the election of eight tellers, there were 16 nominations. The follow- 
ing were elected: W. Sharrocks (Boilermakers), 5. Walsh (Miners’ Federation), 
W. 4H. Carr (Textile Workers), W. G. Millington (Shipwrights), F. Kennedy 
(Builders’ Labourers), T. F'. Richards (Boot and Shoe Operatives), W. 8. Lakin 
(Gasworkers), and J, Flynn (Blastfurnacemen). 


GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


The following were the five successful candidates: W. EH. Harvey (Miners’ 
Federation), J. Cross (Textile Workers), John Ward (Navvies), J. Jenkins 
(Shipwrights), and J. O'Grady (Furnishing Trades). 


SECTIONAL GROUPING COMMITTEES. 


The following recommendations of the Parliamentary Committee (after 
slight alteration and amendment) were adopted :— 


1.—Amendments to Standing Orders. 
W. C. Robinson, W. Matkin, J. Ward, D. J. Shackleton, A. Tansley, R, Naysmith, 
D. C. Cummings, W. J. Dayis. 
2.—Amendments to Factory Acts. 
Allan Gee, J. Wiguall, W.H. Carr, W. Ross, Alfred Heaton, W. Femmenton, 
A. Smith, A. H. Gill, W. G. Millington, G. A. Flynn. 
8.—Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration. 
B. Tillett, ©. Garland, T. Burt, T. Jones, J. Ward, J. Ramsden, C. Freak, J. 
Holmes. 
4,—Trades Union and Trades Dispute Bull. 
EK. H. Burns, J. N. Bell, B. Cooper, T. Lowth, R, Bell, P. Curran, D. J. Shackleton, 
W. B. Hornidge. 
5.—Consolidation of Labour Forces. 
J. Anderson, J. Ward, S. Fisher, C. W. Bowerman, J. Taylor, A. Wilkie. 
6.—Wage Questions. 
J. W. Clark, J. Holmes, J. H. Jose, J. T. Morrison, A. Harris, W. Sharrocks, 
A. Wiikie, W. Millerchip, J. G. Butier. 
7.—Howrs of Labour. 
J. Haslam, J. V. Stevens, H. Emery, W. Warner, T. Lowth, John Hodge, 
J. R. Clynes, T. Mallalieu, T. Higginson, W. C. Steadman, W. B. Cheesman. 
8,—Hducation. 
T. Whitehead,"B. Tillett, Alfred Evans, W. Thorne, W. A. Appleton, J. Cuthbertson, 
J.C. Gordon, W. Davison, J. O’Grady. 
9.—Steam Engine, Boilers, and Railway Bills. 
W. B. Charlton, A. Fox, T. HE. Williams, W. G. Loraine, J. Jenkins, 8. Vaughan, 
H, Parker, W. Hopkins, W. H. Hackett, 
10.— Workmen’s Compensation. 
H. Gosling, C. Miller, T. EH. Smith, Joseph Hayhurst, A. H. Gill, D. J, Shackleton, 
J. Floyd, R. Jones, J.zWilson, G. N. Barnes, J. Anderson, F’, Hall. 
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11,—Cempuilsory Weighing. 
J. Gavin, John Hodge, D. Gilmour, J. Wignall, G. Daley. 


12.—Housing of the People. 
W. Mosses, 8. Lakin, C, F. Davis, H. Gosling, G. D. Kelley, W. C. McStocker.. 


13.—Postal Questions. 
W. 3B. Cheesman, C. Garland, Ben Sewards, W. C. Steadman. 
14.—Resolutions relating to Mines. ! 
J. Carter, W. Forshaw, T. Richards, R. Smillie, J. Haslam, E. Edwards, 
S. W. Roworth. 


N.B.—These committees or groups have to take the class of resolutions relegated to them 
with the amendments, carefully consider the same, draw up a written report as brief as 
possible, and present the same to Congress through the General Purposes Committee. Hach . 
section of resolutions appear on the Agenda in the order they came out of the ballot. 


SCRUTINEERS. 


The following delegates were elected scrutineers: W. Marsland (Cotton 
Spinners), J. Clynes (Gasworkers), Ben Turner (Textile Workers), John Weir 
(Miners’ Federation), 8. Vaughan (Boilermakers), and D. Haggerty (Builders’ © 
Labourers). : 
¥.M.C.A.'S HOSPITALITY. 

The PresipEenT announced that the members of the Hanley Branch of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association extended to the delegates a hearty invita- 
tion to make full and free use of their premises during their stay in the town. 


NAMES FOR NEXT CONGRESS MEETING PLACE. 


The PRESIDENT drew attention to the fact that, as only one name was in 
their possession as the place for the next meeting of Congress, it was desirable 
that further nominations should be handed in not later than the ensuing 
Wednesday morning. 


This brought the first day’s business to an end, and Congress adjourned. 


SBHECOND DAY. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER oth. 


The delegates assembled at 9-30 sharp on Tuesday morning, under the 
chairmanship of the President, and the minutes of the previous day’s business 
were read and confirmed. | 


NEXT PLACE OF MEETING. 


The PRESIDENT again reminded the delegates that it was open to them to 
send in nominations for the next place of meeting. One extra town had been 
suggested so far, and further names might be forwarded to the Parliamentary 
Committee up to noon of the following day. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 
The Presipent then delivered his Address to Congress as follows :— 


FELLOW DELEGATES, 

It is with feelings of pleasure, which I feel assured will be shared by all 
delegates, that we have the privilege of welcoming back to share our 
deliberations the Amalgamated Society of Engineers and the Durham Miners. 
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The pleasure is tempered with regret at the loss to the movement of Lady 
Dilke, whose services on behalf of the women workers were invaluable, and the 
absence of our Secretary, Mr. Sam Woods, owing to ill-health, and also at his 
decision, from the same cause, to sever his official connection with the Congress. 
Mr. Woods has occupied the position with credit since the year 1894, and has 
been a familiar figure, not only as Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee, 
but as a valuable servant and representative of the miners’ organisation for 


the past 30 years, and a faithful and untiring servant of the Labour movement 


in the House of Commons. It is to be sincerely hoped that, though he feels 
compelled for the time being to seek relief from his duties, he may be 
speedily restored to complete health and vigour, and that his services may be 
retained for many years to come to the Labour movement. 

The year’s work of your Committee will be placed before you in due 
course. They have not been lacking in initiative, and the record is one of good 
work done. For the past two or three years, without reflection on the 
Committees of previous years, an entirely new, and, I trust, a welcome 
departure has been made. For instead of being content with simply registering 
and carrying out the decisions of Congress, they have taken the initiative on 
several matters of importance affecting the Labour movement. It is to be 
hoped that the Committee will continue this course. The past year particularly, 
however, has demonstrated that to do so will require greater financial facilities. 
We live in stirring times, the cause of Labour is advancing, and we must keep 
abreast of the time. The want of sufficient funds has been an obstacle in the 
way of more useful work being done, and your Committee have had to hesitate 
before venturing on necessary work for this reason. 


POLITICAL, 


The session of Parliament, which opened fruitful in promises, is not by any 
means justified by results. The legislative mountain which has been in heavy 
labour has not even given birth to the proverbial mouse. From the general 
public point of view, there has not been one measure of improvement passed by 
the present Government, while the path of the promised labour legislation is 
strewn with the corpses of promised reforms of this character. The fate of the 
Trades Dispute Bill throws a lurid light upon the boasted but absolutely 
fraudulent representative character of the House of Commons. For can there 
be any greater satire than is represented by the fact that a measure of this 
character, carried by a substantial majority of 122 in the House itself, was at 
the mercy of, and consequently destroyed by, 21 members, most of them 
employers interested, in the Committee stage of the Bill. Attempts have been 
made not only by our enemies but by so-called candid friends to place the 
responsibility for the failure of the Bill upon your representatives. 

We have been charged with helping one of the orthodox parties by 
attempting to make political capital for that party by withdrawing from the 
Committee. How feeble this charge is may be judged by the fact that the 
adoption of the Galloway Amendment made peaceful picketing absolutely 
impossible. This amendment provided that pickets should ‘‘move away from 
the place peacefully picketed on being requested by any person’ who alleges he 
is annoyed by any picket.” It will be seen by this that the question of 
nuisance was raised in its most objectionable form, and gives power to any 
interested individual to declare what is a nuisance and objectionable, that 
heretofore had to be first proved in a courtof law. This made the Bill not only 
useless, but placed us in a worse position than the Taff Vale judgment, by 
viving absolute power to any one person to object to pickets. It will, therefore, 
be seen that the only course left open was withdrawal from the proceedings 
entirely. 

) The organisation of Labour forces on this question, both in and out of the 
House of Commons, was perfect, considering the material at hand. The small 
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group of Labour men, under the able leadership of John Burns, did yeoman 
service, failing only because the Labour group in the House is so small. Our 
sincere thanks are due to the Irish party for its valuable assistance, and 
particularly to the members of that party on the Committee, who were most 
assiduous in their attendance, and their valuable contributions to the debates. 
We felt bound by the mandate of the last Congress to stick close to the text of 
the Bill; but we are under an obligation to submit to this Congress the 
question of including in our next Bill words which will cover the conspiracy 
laws as affecting Irish agricultural organisations. 

And what shall be said of the other measures affecting Labour and the 
general community, on the Government programme at the beginning of the 
Session ?—viz., the Aliens Bill, the Unemployed Bill, and the Amendment to 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act. The latter is included in the political 
slaughter of the innocents, and there for the time we may leave it. 


THE ALIENS BILL 


has, however, been smuggled, or rather guillotined, through, and the Government 
and its false prophets are anticipating that this appeal to stupid, blind prejudice 
will have its effect at the General Election in their favour. It is claimed that. 
this Bill will relieve the sweated workpeople by prohibiting the introduction of 
cheap labour from other countries. The political dishonesty of the measure 
needs no other argument than the fact that while the promoters profess to shut 
out undesirables from the United Kingdom in order to help the British 
workman here, they rushed a measure through to enable the mineowner to 
introduce the most undesirable kind of cheap labour into South Africa, where, 
as the 20th century poet puts it, “The boys of the bulldog breed have made 
old England’s name.’”’ And, alack-a-day, what a name they have made of it! 
For what more undesirable feature can there be than the introduction of cheap 
labour from a Labour point of view. 

There is nothing to prevent the employer under the Bill making a contract 
with the foreigner, either in the case of trades dispute or otherwise, to come to 
this country to work for a less wage than the British workman. ll that is 
required is for the employer to advance the foreign labourer the few shillings to 
enable him to qualify, and then deduct it from his wages, and from what we 
know of the methods of the sweater, they are nothing loth to do this. The 
undesirable, from the Government point of view, is not the cheap workman, 
but the imbecile, the lame, the blind, the halt, and the criminal. And the 
_ employer is not by any means likely to employ any of these. The latter, 
however, could, and in my opinion will, be made use of to exclude the genuine 
political refugee, such as Father Gapon and Prince Kropotkin, men who have 
sacrificed everything worth sacrificing in their own country in the protests — 
against inhumanity and injustice, and who have enriched the literature not 
only of their own country but of this beyond price. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that the British workman will not be led into the bog of prejudice by 
this political will-o’-the-wisp. And it becomes more than ever necessary for 
the responsible heads of the Labour movement to give an intelligent lead to 
the rank and file. Some political credit will, no doubt, be claimed for the 
passing of the 

UNEMPLOYED BILL. 


If any credit be due it is to the persistent agitation by the combined 
Labour movement, who have kept the question to the front during the period 
of an unexceptional distress last year, and up to the close of the Parliamentary 
Session. But, one may pertinently ask, is there any credit due anywhere for 
this abortion, born of political expediency and desperation? Personally, I fail 
to recognise it. Aye, but, says the enthusiast, think of the principle it 
establishes, nothing less than a recognition by the Government of the existence 
- 
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of an unemployed problem, A little principle, like a little learning, is sometimes 
a dangerous thing. And the principle embodied in the measure would require 
a very powerful intellectual microscope to discover it. There has been too 
much talk of principle, and too little of the probable practice and the 
danger of administration of such a measure. 


From a purely organised labour point of view with its limited representa- 
tive power, the Bill is a source of danger in more ways than one. First, by 
a national register of the unemployed, it gives the employer an opportunity to 
point to the over-abundance of labour on the market as an excuse for cutting 
down wages, and, second, it puts it in the power of the employer, who will 
largely have the control of the machinery under local authorities, to use that 
machinery as blackleg recruiting depots in times of disputes.. This has already 
been done openly in one case that I know of in municipal labour bureaux lately, 
and there is nothing to prevent, but everything to encourage, a repetition of 
this on a larger scale in the Bill just passed. 


I do not suggest that this parochial view of the question should militate 
against the passage of sound legislation on the question of the unemployed. 
But the Government Bill without the safeguards against these abuses, and 
robbed as it now is of every vestige of usefulness at first suggested by the 
combined Labour movement, is rotten to the core, and simply a bit of flimsy 
political window dressing. Mr. Balfour, the Prime Minister, in answer to the 
practical suggestions of the deputation of the Joint Committees of the Labour 
movement in the early part of the year, said ‘‘that the suggestions of the 


deputation would seriously interfere with private enterprise, and therefore were 


mischievous and could not be entertained.’ 


My answer to that then, as it is now, is that the ever-increasing number 
of unemployed is not only mischievous but a grave danger to the State, that 
private enterprise is responsible for the increasing danger, and that where 
private enterprise has not only failed to deal with the question of unemploy- 
ment, but has intensified it, it becomes the serious and obvious business of 
responsible Ministers to take up the question in the interests of the State 
itself. Otherwise, the principle of the right to work, whereby men may live, 
will sooner or later compel recognition by sheer force of circumstances in a 
most unpleasant manner. Orthodox politics has never yet produced any 
statesman able or willing to deal with this question in the manner it should 
be dealt with. There is but one way to solve it, and that is the abolition ot 
private monopoly in the land. Neither have we any evidence that a change of 
political masters will produce the man required. Hvery remedy but the right 
one has been suggested, the latest being the 


POLICY OF PROTECTION, 


by which the High Priest, Mr. Chamberlain, proposes to find work for every- 
body—lords, dukes, and earls included. ‘ My one object,” said Mr. Chamber- 
lain at his meetings, surrounded by the aristocracy, ‘‘is to find you all 
employment’’—a consummation to be devoutly wished for. .1t is hardly 
necessary to dwell at any great length upon this question. The bubble has 
been pricked as soon almost as it was inflated. Yor, like his historic name- 
sake, Joseph dreamed a dream and told it to his brethren, and his brethren 
hated him and cast him forth because of his dream. ‘The policy is as old and 
unstable as when practised by Joseph in the land of the Pharaohs, and by 
which the products of the labour of the people of Egypt were confiscated for 
the benefit of Joseph and his brethren. 


And here again does history repeat itself. For now, like unto then, hath a 
host of Pharoahs arisen who knoweth not Joseph. And what a fall was there. 
How pathetic, almost comically so, to find a man who had passed as a 
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—— 


Statesman of no mean ability telling the country that ruin was coming upon it 
by the vanishing of the pearl button industry and the straw hat trade. One 
might imagine we were either a nation of costers or seaside christy minstrels. 
But now, tell it not in Gath, a greater calamity still has overtaken us. For we 
are told from the vicinity of Birmingham that the Jews’ harp trade is also 
vanishing. What a fruitful theme for the fiscal reform pamphleteer! We > 
might have survived the pearl buttons and the straw hats, but the loss of the 
Jews’ harp trade is, indeed, fearful to contemplate. It is with sincere 
gratification that I look back to the Leicester Congress, where I had the 
privilege of moving the resolution, in the name of my society, which gave the 
lead to the Trade Union movement on the then foreshadowed policy of 
Protection. And Iam more than gratified that the Trade Union movement 
has gone sound against the policy since. I sincerely trust the Congress will, 
with no uncertain voice, re-affirm it in its original form; also that future 
Labour Congresses, if not this, will speedily see the absolute necessity of going 
beyond even the Free Trade that we are supposed to have to-day. I accept 
what is known as Free Trade rather than something worse in the shape of 
Protection. 


We are twitted with the alleged inconsistency of being protectionists in our | 
Trade Unions and objecting to itin commerce. To that there is a very simple 
reply. Trade Unionism is undoubtedly protection of the producer against the 
non-producer, the landless workman against the monopolist. Protection will 
but bind our fetters closer—Protection of the Chamberiain kind—and give the 
monopolist greater advantages than ever; but even so-called Free Trade to-day 
has failed to settle, or even to touch our greatest social evil, the unemployed 
problem. In fact we have no Free Trade in the truest sense of the word, and 
never can have without we secure the freedom to produce, not for the benefit 
of the few, but for the benefit of all mankind and the injury of none of God’s 
creatures. This cannot be said of the present day Free Trade. Itis, therefore, 
not enough for the Free Trader to declaim against the policy of Protection or 
the preferential policy of Mr. Balfour. The Labour Party should demand 
much more than a policy of negation or anti-Government, and that—so far, at 
least—is all we are offered by those anxious to be in power. It becomes, 
therefore, the duty of a Labour Party worthy of the name, to hold itself aloof 
from all orthodox parties except in-assisting to secure legislation of a sound 
progressive character. It is not for the 


LABOUR PARTY POLITIC 


to consider either the source or the intention of the promoters of legislation, 
but to examine closely the legislation itself and to support or oppose it as the 
occasion may require, without any consideration for the party which proposes 
it, For close upon half-a-century has the physical worker been content to be 
the tool of orthodox political parties, whereby they have been pitted against 
each other in hostile political camps, while those who have so used them have, ~ 
by mutual arrangement, shared both the political and industrial plunder. 
For what more convincing and humiliating proof.of this can there be to find 
that while the workmen contribute nearly £2,000,000 annually through their 
Trade Unions to protect them against employers, and when elections come 
round to send the same employers to Parliament to make laws, and to Town 
Councils and Local Boards to administer them which have, and are to-day, 
being used to kill the very Trade Unionism that they are paying £2,000,000 a 
year to build up ? ) 


This requires no argument to prove the case up to the hilt. It is evident 
in every Labour dispute. The Taff Vale incident that has injured Trade 
Unionism so enormously was organised and engineered through the Law 
Courts in favour of the employer by Liberals and Tories, while the board of 
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directors were, and are, of both shades of politics. Still another striking case 
is that of the Yorkshire miners, one of the sequels of the Taff Vale decision. 
Whole families were evicted from their dwellings owned by the colliery owner, 
and thrown on the roadside in bitter winter weather, the police, whose 
support comes largely from the miners themselves, being used to carry out 
the employer’s evictions; and the miner has, from time immemorial, sent 
employers to represent him and to make laws of this character. And, again, 
we have as one of the most striking and significant incidents of the present 
Parliament in Lord Stanley’s refusal to put into operation the recent Bradtord 
Commission, and his attack upon the postal servants and the Trade Union 
movement generally, whom he described as ‘‘ bloodsuckers and blackmailers.”’ 
The colossal impudence of this statement will be appreciated truly, coming 
as it does from a representative of a class who as receivers and holders of 
stolen property, the people’s land, have for centuries been sucking the very 
life-blood of the nation, and whose princely revenues are to-day largely drawn 
from the vice and squalor of the slums. And still this fact has escaped the 
notice of the horny-handed—and, I am inclined to think, the horny-headed— 
sons of toil, for it would require an intellectual augur to penetrate their 
brains, drop the fact in, and let it develop. 

It is, however, consoling to know that we are on the eve of a change 
in this respect. It is said that everything comes-to him who waits, and 
the pioneers of the political Labour movement who have so strenuously worked 
and patiently waited for the present change are almost justified. I say almost 
advisedly. For though the progress made in the direction of independent 
Labour representation has been enormous, there is yet considerable work to 
do to put our forces efficiently in the field. Like all new revolutionary 
movements, we have not been able to escape the complaint of sectionalism 
and overlapping with our altogether unnecessary multiplication of committees 
and conferences doing, and sometimes undoing, the same work. It is perhaps 
too much to expect perfection in the short space of time that the idea of 
direct Labour representation has been at work. Old associations are hard to 
break. The influence of the political gods has been all-powerful. But 
their clay feet have been exposed even beyond the anticipations of 
the militant party who set themselves the task in the early nineties. 
It is true, perhaps, they did not catch many political fish in the then 
troubled political waters, but they had the consolation of knowing that they 
drowned a considerable number of worms in the process. And the execution 
promises to be even more severe when we next cast our lines, perhaps in 
pleasanter places and under pleasanter circumstances. To do this, however, 
there must be unity, and a complete solidification of all sections of Labour 
forces. 

The time, I am convinced, will shortly come—aye, sheer force of circum- 
stances will compel it—when all the political and industrial machinery of the 
Labour movement—call it by what name you will—must be under one central 
control to be efficient. And the best means of bringing that consummation 
about is to be charitable while conscious of each other’s weaknesses, and 
present a bold front to the enemy in both political camps. At present we are 
passing through the evolutionary stage of a young, and, I trust, an aggressive, 
political party, but there is no gainsaying the coming force in the Labour 
movement. Personally, I have no hesitation in emphatically declaring that 
the policy of 

INDEPENDENT LABOUR REPRESENTATION 


is the only salvation of the Labour movement. And though there may be, 
and are, those in the Trade Union movement who do not accept that policy, 


~ and whose opinion, while disagreeing with it, I respect, it is idle to deny its 


influence upon the movement, and worse than useless to attempt, Mother 
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Partington like, to sweep back the tide. Equally idle is it to talk of the policy © 


of isolation in connection with the political Labour movement, which can but 
apply to the Labour man who holds aloof and, ostrich-like, sticks his nose in 
the sand in the hope of escaping observation. 


In the meantime, let us make up our minds to act upon the basis of the 


Concordat agreed upon by the three Committees representing the whole of the 


organised Labour movement, at least for the next election. And when that 
time comes, be it sooner or later, let us not forget what we have to avenge. 
The sins of commission, such as the Trades Dispute Bill, Chinese Labour, the 
Publicans Relief Bill, and the Education Act, should be our watchword; added 
to which are the sins of omission, such as the abandonment of the suggested 
amendment to the Workmen’s Compensation Act. At the same time it would 
be as well not to delude ourselves with the hope that a change of political 
masters will result in the repeal of the retrograde measures passed by the 
present Government. ‘This much, however, must be admitted, that a worse 
Government than the present one we could not possibly get, while if Labour 


forces are sufficiently strong, as we hope they will be, in the next House of 


Commons, we may safely trust to those forces shaping the destinies of our 


Imperial Legislature, not only from the mere parochial view of labour in its — 


narrowest sense, but for the good of the entire community. 


That the political tide is on the ebb is unquestionable. Let the Labour 
Party be ready to take advantage of the flow. There may be moments when — 
perhaps it may seem to recede. But who amongst us have not stood upon the 


sea shore as if in doubt as to whether we were witnessing the ebbing or the 
flowing of the tide. It does not take long to decide. A few brief moments. 
and the doubt resolves itself into a certainty, and the wave, which a moment 
before seemed to recede, comes back with a rush, carrying everything before 
it. So it will be, should we will it, and act wisely with the new movement of 


the people for true reform. And the flowing tide will assume the proportions — 
of a tidal wave, sweeping the constituencies clean from all the political shams ~ 


of the past, burying for ever beneath its bosom ail the mistrust and jealousies. 


that have so long kept the workers of the country in political bondage. In vain 


may the discomfited Noah, from his Ark of Protection, into which he has. 
retired to escape the political deluge, send out his dove, in the shape of 
preferential tariffs, to look for a subsidence of the political waters. His dove 
will return to him, not with the olive leaf, but accompanied by a politically 
draggle-tailed, Brummagen crow, telling not of a subsidence of the political 


waters, but a further increase. And that they are doomed to float about a 
mere speck upon the political horizon, and to listen to the acclamations of a 


United Democracy whose determined and intelligent interpretation of the 


franchise has secured to them the fruits of their labour in the land of their — 


inheritance. 
THANKS FOR THE ADDRESS. 


Mr. Ben Turner (Batley Weavers) proposed a vote of thanks to the 
President for his address. He observed that it was impossible to agree with it 
all, especially that part referring to the amalgamation of the three Committees. 
- He thought it would be impossible to amalgamate the Labour movement in this. 

way at present. However, the address was worthy their best thanks. Hs 


Mr. W. W. Saunpers (Carpenters and Joiners), in seconding, expressed. 
special agreement with that part of the President’s address relating to one of 
their Birmingham members. , 

The vote was put to the meeting by Mr. R. Bern, M.P., and carried 
unanimously, 


The Prusipent: Allow me to thank you sincerely, even though the mover 
of the vote qualified his approval somewhat. : : 
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 


Your Committee have the pleasure of submitting to you their 
report of work done during the past year in order to carry into effect the 
resolutions passed at the Leeds Congress. The past year was in some respects 
a memorable one. The Government, during the last session of Parliament, has 
seen fit to concern itself with social legislation specially affecting the workers 
of the country. Your Committee have insisted on the Trade Union aspects of 
this legislation, especially in connection with the new Workmen’s Compensation 
Bill and the Unemployed Workmen Bill, and have pointed out to the 
Government the defects in these measures viewed in the light of the resolutions 
of the Trades Union Congress. Above all, the past year will be remembered 
as the one in which the Trades Unions and Trades Dispute Bill, after passing 
its second reading by a large majority, was finally so mutilated in the Standing 
Committee on Law as to render it not merely practically useless, but positively 
harmful to Trade Unions. We are convinced that, had this Bill in its present 
mutilated condition been brought before the House of Commons a third time, 
it would have aroused a protest from every Trade Union in the country. 
Fortunately, facilities were not available for carrying into effect the hostile 
purposes of anti-Trade Unionists in regard to the measure. As this is the 
ee important Bill your Committee have in hand, we report on this subject 

rst. 


TRADES UNIONS AND TRADES DISPUTE BILL. 


It will be remembered that the resolution passed at the Leeds Congress, 
after approving the Bill as drafted by your Committee, and already submitted to 
Parliament, instructed them to continue their efforts to demand the 
Government to provide facilities for the Bill to become law. As the Bill did 
not get beyond its second reading in 1904, the only course left was to secure: 
its reintroduction into Parliament. Having this object in view, your Committee 
sent a letter to every Member of Parliament asking him if he would ballot for 
the Bill. More than 100 replies were received; 20 promised to give the Bill 
first place. The majority of the replies expressed their sympathy with, and 
their willingness to support, the measure, but stated that they had promised 
their places in the ballot to other measures. 


A meeting of Labour Members of Parliament was called, at which there 
were twelve present. Of the twelve the following seven agreed to give first 
place to the Bill if successful in the ballot: Messrs. Burns, Broadhurst, Bell, 
Shackleton, Hardie, Fenwick, and Henderson. Mr. Crooks (who was away 
through illness) promised likewise. 


When the ballot was finally taken, Mr. T. P. Whittaker, Member for the 
Spen Valley, Yorkshire, obtained the fifth place, and agreed to take charge of 
the Bill and introduce it into Parliament. 


Meanwhile your Committee had decided immediately after last Congress 
to bring the question before the country, by holding a series of meetings in the 
larger towns. The towns decided upon were: Manchester, Dublin, Newcastle, 
Cardiff, Glasgow, Sheffield, Birmingham, and London, and the resolution that 
was put and at each meeting adopted, read thus :— 


“ That this meeting calls wpon the Government to afford facilities for 
the passing of the Trades Unions and Trades Dispute Bill, the second 
reading of which has secured a substantial majority in the House of 
Commons, and further pledges itself not to support any Parliamentary 
candidate who fails to declare his intention to vote for the Bill.” 
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The Trades Councils for the towns mentioned were communicated with, 
and representatives sent to organise the meetings. Members of your Committee 
were appointed to speak at each meeting. We are glad to be able to report 
that most successful meetings were held in every town, and are of the opinion 
that you will consider that the expenses incurred in connection with them were 
fully justified. No doubt the surprising majority at the second reading of the 
Bill, after making allowance for the rumour of the near approach of a General 
Election, was in a large measure due to thesé meetings. Public Opinion is 
being slowly but surely aroused on the subject, and there is every reason to 
believe that in the near future the long sought-for remedy for the existing 
perilous state of things will be found. Your Committee feel that special thanks 
are due to the various Trades Councils who responded so heartily and loyally 
to the project, and helped to make the meetings the successes they were. 
Several applications were received from other Trades Councils to hold similar 
meetings in their districts, but the limited funds at our disposal would not 
permit it. Your Committee are glad to report that the Edinburgh, Leith and 
District United Trades and Labour Council themselves organised a large 
demonstration of Trade Unionists in support of the principles contained in 
the Trades Dispute Bill. Mr. D.J. Shackleton was appointed to represent your’ 
Committee on the occasion, who reported that the demonstration was very 
largely attended, and a great success. 


At their meeting on the 17th February your Committee had again under 
serious consideration the position and prospects of the Bill, which was down 
for second reading, Hirst Order, in the House of Commons, March 10th. ‘The 
Committee decided once more, in addition to doing all that lay in their power, 
to ask for the co-operation of all Trade Unions, and branches of each Trade 
Union, and the individual members of every branch, as far as possible, to 
co-operate with them with a view to securing the passing of the Bill. Your 
Committee, with a large number of representatives from the various trade 
organisations, attended in the Lobby of the House of Commons for the purpose 
of interviewing the Members. 


Hach society represented at the last Trades Union Congress was supplied 
with circulars asking local Members of Parliament to vote for the Trades 
Dispute Bill. | 


The appeal made by your Committee to the various societies and branches 
was also readily responded to, the assistance thus rendered being most useful 
and effective. 


As the time drew near when the discussion on the Bill was to take place a 
special Whip was sent out to Members of Parliament asking them to be present 
and to vote for the Bill. “Your Committee also went to the House to lobby. 
During the course of these proceedings it was reported to your Committee that 
unless the title of the Trades Unions and Trades Dispute Bill was so altered 
as to include an alteration in the General Law of Conspiracy we could not_ 
depend upon the votes of the Irish in support of the measure. As the Bill had 
to be presented at once, there was no time to consult the Trade Unions of the 
country on the subject. A sub-committee was appointed to interview. the 
leader of the Irish Party and ascertain the true state of affairs. It was found 
that some of the Irish members wished to make the measure more comprehensive, 
and desired to raise the agrarian question in the Bull, and your Committee had 
no alternative but to state that they had received no mandate from Congress 
to permit them to agree to the proposition. In the end we were informed by | 
Mr. John Burns, M.P., who had also seen Mr. Redmond, that the Irish party 
would support our Bill this year on condition that your Committee recommended 
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to the next Trades Union Congress to enlarge the Bill next session so as to 
include the following alterations :— 


(1) To alter the title from Trades Unions and Trades Dispute Bill to 
Trades Unions, Trade, and Other Disputes Bill. 


(2) To alter the present reading of the Bill, viz.: “A Bill to Amend 
the Law relating to Trades Unions and Trade Disputes,” to “A Bill to 
Amend the Law of Conspiracy, and the Law relating to Trades Unions and 
Disputes.” 


Under the circumstances, we thought it advisable to agree to the 
proposition, and the following letter was written to Mr. Burns :-— 
9th March, 1905. 
Dear Mr; Burns, 


Your letter (per Mr. Steadmazy) re the position of the Irish Members on the Trades 
Dispute Bi!l has been fully considered by my Committee, and they desire me to say 
that, having in view the great help rendered by the Irish party in the efforts to secure the 
passing of the Trades Dispute Bill, and other Labour measures, they have unanimously 
decided to place the suggestion of Mr. Redmond before the Trades Union Congress at 

‘ their meeting in September next. 
Reszyectfully yours, 


JAMES SEXTON. 


Your Committee, therefore, in agreement with the above understanding, 
ask for your consideration of the proposed alterations. 


The attention of your Committee was drawn to a circular issued by the 
Employers’ Parliamentary Committee on the Trades Dispute Bill, and at 
their meeting on 9th March, the following Resolution was passed :— 


“That the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress 
inform the whole of the Press that they emphatically refute (1) The 
assertion that the Trades Dispute Bill would legalise intimidation ; 
(2) That the Bill in any way permits attempts to terrorise non-unionists.”’ 


The days immediately preceding the date of the second reading were 
occupied in lobbying, sending out special Whips, and making arrangements 
whereby the division on the Bill could be taken earlier to secure its passing 
to the Grand Committee on Law. 


As is known, a majority of 122 was secured on the second reading, and a 
majority of 105 for the Bill to be taken to the Grand Committee on Law. 


A verbatim report of the debate was taken, copies of which will be 
distributed to the delegates. 


The first meeting of the Standing Committee on Law took place on 
Monday, April 3rd, 1905. The following are the names of those who were 
appointed :— 


Sir James Fergusson (Chairman), Coghill, Mr. 
Advocate, The Lord Colston, Mr. 
Agg-Gardner, Mr. Cripps, Mz. 
Akers-Douglas, Mr. Secretary Dilke, Sir Charles 
Asquith, Mr. Duke, Mr. 
Atherley-Jones, Mr. Egerton, Mr. Tatton 
Atkinson, Mr. Elliot, Mr. Arthur 
Barran, Mr. Evans, Mr. Samuel 
Bartley, Sir George Faber, Mr. George 
Bell, Mr. Fardell, Sir George 
Boland, Mr. Flynn, Mr. 

Burns, Mr. John Galloway, Mr. 
Butcher, Mr. Godson, Sir Frederick 
Cecil, Lord Hugh Goulding, Mr. 


Clancy, Mr. Greene, Mr. Henry David 
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Haldane, Mr, Pemberton, Mr. 
Harwood, Mr. Pilkington, Colonel 
Healy, Mr. T. M, Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Heath, Sir James Pryce-Jones, Colonel 
Helder, Mr. Randles, Mr. 
Hemphill, Mr. Reid, Sir Robert 
Henderson, Mr. Arthur Remnant, Mr. 
Hobhouse, Mr, Henry Renshaw, Sir Charles 
Hutton, Mr. John Roberts, Mr. Bryn 
Johnson, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Samuel 
Jones, Mr. Brynmor Runciman, Mr. 
Jordan, Mr. Shackleton, Mr. 
Knowles, Sir Lees Smith, Mr. Parker 
Lawrence, Mr. William Frederick Soames, Mr. 

Lesse, Sir Joseph Soares, Mr. 

Legge, Colonel Solicitor-General, Mr. 
Loder, Mr. Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Leyd, Mr. Thornton, Mr. 
Macdona, Mr, Tomlinson, Sir William 
MacNeill, Mr. Swift Ure, Mr. 

Middlemore, Mr. Vincent, Sir Howard 
Milvain, Mr. Waidron, Mr. Lawrence 
Moore, Mr. William Wallace, Mr. Robert 
Morgan, Mr. Lloyd Whittaker, Mr. 
Morton, Mr. Arthur Woodhouse, Sir James 
Norton, Captain ; Wrightson, Sir Thomas 
Paulton, Mr. ; 


Krom the above it will be seen that five Labour Members were appointed, 
viz., Messrs. Burns, Shackleton, Bell, Johnson, Henderson. 


The Labour members agreed that Mr. John Burns, the chairman of the 
Labour group, should be their chief spokesman. es 


Your Committee also decided to be represented at the meetings by some of 


their number every day, with a view of keeping in touch with the Labour 
Members on the Standing Committee, so as to decide at once upon any point — 


that might arise. The London members of your Committee, together with the 
Chairman, were elected for this task, and during the whole of the six days 


of the meetings of the Grand Committee, the proceedings were most carefully | 


watched. 


The following Whip was sent to the members of the Committee, who were 
known to be favourable to the Bill :-— Ee } 
47, Victoria Street, London, S.W,. 
3ist March, 1905. 


Dear Sir, 


The Trades Dispute Bill is down for consideration by the Standing Committee on 
Law on Monday next, April 3rd, at 12.15 noon, in Committee Room No. 10, and in view 
of the importance of this measure my Committee earnestly request your attendance on 


this day and each succeeding day whilst this Bill is before the Committee. 
Yours sincerely, 


S. Woops, Secretary. _ 


it is perhaps desirable to interpolate here the following letter, which explains 
itself, from a member of your Committee :— s 
3ist March, 1905. 
- &e Tue Trapres Dispurz Birt, 

Dear Mr. Woods, . ; 

The Trades Dispute Bill will be taken in Grand Committee next week, commencing 
on Monday, and I presume will be continued each day until disposed of, a3 

it is to express my sincere regret at not being able to attend the Committee of 
which I am a member, for the first three days of next week, that I write to you, in 
consequence of having to attend aseries of brake tests which are taking place at Liverpool, 
and which are being arranged by the Railway Association and the Board of Trade, and 
at which it is imperative that I should be present in the interests of the men whom I 
represent. Both are of equal importance, 7,e., my attendance at the Grand Committee 
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and also at the brake tests, aud whilst the former will be ably represented by my own 
colleagues and friends in the House, there is no substitute I can send to the brake 
trials. 

I thought I had better inform you of this, and hope it will be mentioned in any 
reference which may be made by you in the report. 

With kind regards. 

Yours faithfully, 
RICHARD BELL. 


The second meeting of the Grand Committee, for which another special 
Whip was sent out, took place Wednesday morning, April 5th, 1905, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Stuart Wortley, when the consideration of clause 1, 
legalising peaceful picketing, was resumed. 

It will be remembered that clause 1 reads :— 

*¢1, It shall be lawful for any person or persons acting either on their own behalf or 
on behalf of a Trade Union or other association of individuals, registered or unregistered, in 
contemplation of or during the continuance of any trade dispute, to attend for any of the 
following purposes at or near a house or place where a person resides or works or carries on 
his business or happens to be—(1) for the purpose of peacefully obtaining or communicating 
information; (2) for the purpose of peacefully persuading any person to work or abstain 
from working.” 


Mr. Cripps, in opposing the clause, moved to insert in it the words :— 

‘not acting in such manner as is calculated to lead to violence, molestation, or 
intimidation, or to create a nuisance or a breach of the peace, to attend,” etc. 
He argued that there ought to be on the face of the Act a distinct intimation 
that, in granting a right of peaceful picketing, there was to be nothing in the 
way of molestation. 

A heated debate followed, and after prolonged discussion a division was 
taken. The result was a tie, 26 voting for and 26 against, and the amendment 
was defeated only by the Chairman deciding to give his vote to the “ noes.” 


In view of this very close division, your Committee decided to send out 
another Whip to favourable members, as follows :— 
House of Commons, S.W., 
6th April, 1905. ° 
TRADES UNIoNS AND TraDES DispuTE BILL, 
My Dear Sir, 

Owing to the closeness of the Division yesterday (Wednesday) in the Grand Committee 
on Law, on Mr. Cripps’ amendment, which was only defeated by the casting vote of the 
Chairman, I beg to point out that it is absolutely necessary you should be in your place 
on Monday next (April 10th), at 12 noon, as a matter of vital importance to the Trade 
Unions of the country will come up for decision that day, first thing. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. BuRNS, 
D. J. SHACKLETON, 
R. BELL, 
J. JOHNSON, 
A. HENDERSON. 


To anyone who reads the proceedings it will be seen that the opposition 
to the Bill was of the most strenuous and almost bitter character, the 
voting throughout being very close. The last day’s proceedings took 
place on Wednesday, May 3rd. It was then that Mr. Galloway, Member 
for South-West Manchester, moved the following amendment :— 


Clause 1, at end, add: ‘ Provided that no person shall, after being 
requested by any person annoyed by his conduct, or by any constable 
instructed by such person, to move away, to act as wilfully to obstruct, insult, 
or annoy such person.” 


The question went to a division, 20 voting for and 17 against. 
The amendment was, therefore, carried. 
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In view of this amendment a Conference was called on Friday, May 5th, 
1905, in a Committee Room at the House of Commons, to consider the future 
steps to be taken in regard to the Bill. 


There were present :— 


Mr. J. Burns, M.P. Mr. W. C. Steadman 
» T. P. Whittaker, M.P. C. W. Bowerman 
» BR. Bell, M.P. W. J. Davis 
», D. J. Shackleton, M.P. I. H. Mitchell 
», Keir Hardie, M.P. A. Gee 

T. Richards, M.P. _P. Curran 
», J. Johnson, M.P. J. J. Stephenson 
», A. Henderson, M.P. : J. R. Macdonald 
» W. Thorne Edmond Browne 


Mr. J. Burns, M.P., presided. 


After discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the above-named amend- 
ment was absolutely fatal to the Bill, and that the best course would be 
to withdraw it. 


The matter was therefore left in the hands of the members on the Grand 
Committee. 


Tue Last Day’s PRocEEDINGSs TOOK PLACE Monpay, May 87, 1905. 


At the commencement, Mr. T. P. Whittaker, in pursuance of the resolution 
passed at the meeting on Friday, stated that he wished to. withdraw the Bill, 
owing to the destructive amendment of Mr. Galloway. 


After his remarks had been seconded by Mr. R. Bell for your Committee, 3 
a heated discussion followed. | 


The motion of withdrawal was opposed to the utmost, and most acrimonious 
speeches were made by the Solicitor-General, Lord Hugh Cecil, and others, which 
called forth sharp and effective replies from Mr. J. Burns and Sir Charles Dilke, 


The motion that the Bill be not further proceeded with was put to the 
vote, 22 voting for and 26 against. 


The motion was, therefore, lost by four. 


After the result of the voting had been announced Mr. T. P. Whittaker 
and other supporters left the room. 


The Committee, after a while, decided to proceed with the Bill, when the 
Nolicitor-General proposed the deletion of clause 2. 


Mr. Burns rose and said :— 


‘The admission now made by the Solicitor-General that he intends to vote for the 
omission of clause 2 still further reduces the work of this Committee in the direction of a 
farce. The actual promotor of this Bill, the hon. member for the Spen Valley, has yielded, 
and, perhaps, wisely, to withdraw it from discussion. The last statement of the Solicitor- 
General, who has command of the battalions that he leads, ‘that it is his intention to. delete 
clause 2 if he can get his way,’ I regard as a justification on the part of the Labour members 
not to take any further part in these proceedings. It is only the respect I have for the 
Committee and my colleagues that would make me hesitate, but after the statement of the 
Solicitor-General with regard to his attitude on clause 2, which is absolutely vital, there is 
nothing left for any self-respecting Labour member to do otherwise than to decline to take 
any further part in the mutilating proceedings which the Solicitor-General has encouraged.” 


The Labour and the Liberal members present then left in a body. 
The Grand Committee, however, continued to discuss the Bill, and within 


20 minutes of the withdrawal of the Labour and Liberal members all discussion 
had finished and the Bill had been ordered to be reported to the House. 


At a later stage, Mr. Whittaker moved that the Bill be discharged, to 
which the House agreed. 


We print the two Bills, before reaching, and as altered by the Standing 
Committee. | 
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(Copy of Bill introduced by Mr. T. P. 
WHITTAKER, M.P.) 


A 
BILL 
TO 


Amend the Law relating to Trade Unions and 
Trade Disputes. 


Be it enacted by the King’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :— 


1. It shall be lawful for any person or 
persons acting either on their own behalf or 
on behalf of a Trade Union or other associa- 
tion of individuals, registered or unregistered, 
in contemplation of or during the continuance 
of any trade dispute, to attend for any of the 
following purposes at or near a house or place 
where a person resides or works, or carries on 
his business, or happens to be— 


(1) for the purpose of peacefully obtain- 
ing or communicating information ; 


(2) for the purpose of peacefully per- 
suading any person to work or 
abstain from working. 


* 9. An agreement or combination by 
two or more persons to do or procure to be 
done any act in contemplation or furtherance 
of a trade dispute shall not be ground for an 
action, if such act when committed by one 
person would not be ground for an action. 


3. An ‘action shall not be brought 
against a Trade Union, or other association 
aforesaid for the recovery of damage sustained 
by. any person or persons by reason of the 
action of a member or members of such 
Trade Unions or other association aforesaid. 


; 4, This Act may be cited as the Trades 
Dispute Act, 1905, 
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(Copy of Bill as amended.) 
A 
BILL 


(As Amended by the Standing Committee on 
Lay, etc.) 


TO 


Amend the Law relating to Trades Unions 
and Trade Disputes. 


Be it enacted by the King’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parlia- 
ment assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows :— 


1. It shall be lawful for any person or 
persons acting either on their own behalf or 
on behalf of a Trade Union or other associa- 
tion of individuals, registered or unregistered, 
in contemplation of or during the continuance 
of any trade dispute, to attend for any of the 
following purposes at or near a house or place 
where a person resides or works, or carrieg on 
his business, or happens to be— 


(1) for the purpose of peacefully obtain- 
ing or communicating information; 


(2) for the purpose of peacefully per- 
suading any person to work or 
abstain from working : 

Provided that no person shall, after being re- 
quested by any person annoyed by his conduct, 
or by any constable instructed by such person, 
to move away, so act as wilfully to obstruct, 
insult, or annoy such person. 


*2. This clause was struck out by 
the Grand Committee. 


2. Anaction shall not be brought against 
a Trade Union or other association aforesaid 
for the recovery of damage sustained by any 
person or persoas by reason of any act or con- 
duct of a member or members of such Trade 
Union or other association aforesaid, wnless 
the member doing the acts complained of can 
lawfully be held to be an agent of the Trade 
Umon, or unless such acts have been adopted 
or ratified by such union: 


Provided always that no funds of a 
Trade Union allocated solely for benevolent or 
charitable purposes shall be made liable for 
damages for acts done in furtherance of trade 
disputes only. 


3. The expression “‘ Trade Union” in 
this Act shall have the same meanina as in the 
Trade Union Act, 1871, as amended by the 
Trade Union Act, 1876. 


4. ‘ Trade dispute’? means a dispute as 
regards the rate of wages or other terms of 
employment. 


5. This Act may be cited as the Trades 
Dispute Act, 1905. 
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Your Committee decided to have a shorthand note taken of the proceedings 
before the Grand Committee on Law, and copies will be distributed to the 
delegates. 


At their meeting, May 17th, 1905, your Committee unanimously confirmed 
the resolution decided upon at the meeting, May 5th, to withdraw the Bill 
under the circumstances. They feel that the Congress is greatly indebted to 
the Labour members for their earnest and skilful efforts, in the face of the 
most determined opposition, to get the Bill passed into law. 


The following resolution was also passed :— 


‘* Resolved that the thanks of the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress be communicated to Mr. T. P. Whittaker, M.P., for the way in which he has 
guided the Trades Union and Trades Dispute Bill through Parliament and the Grand 
Committee on Law, and for his consenting finally to move to withdraw the Bill in 
deference to the wishes of the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, repre- 
sentatives of the General Federation of Trade Unions, and of the Labour Representation 
Committee, and the Labour members of Parliament, who recommended the withdrawal 
in view of the fact that Mr. Galloway’s amendment had completely destroyed the utility 
of the measure.”’ 

This resolution was communicated to Mr. Whittaker, who sent the 
following letter in reply :— . 
July 3rd, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Woods, 

Many thanks for the resolution which you kindly sent me. Please convey to the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress my high appreciation of their 
resolution of thanks to me, and my assurance that such help as I was able to give to the 
Trade Unions of the country in connection with the Trades Dispute Bill was most 
willingly and gladly rendered. It was a pleasure to me to be of any service. 

Yours very truly, 
THos. P. WHITTAKER. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 


It will be remembered that last winter was characterised by great distress, 
owing to want of employment. To meet the distress Mr. Walter Long, then — 
President of the Local Government Board, introduced a scheme, and funds 
were opened to alleviate the distress. Acting in pursuance of last year’s 
resolution on unemployment, we wrote to the Prime Minister, pointing out the 
statements of Congress on the subject. 


It will be remembered that the Prime Minister was petitioned to call a 
special Session of Parliament to deal with the question. Your Committee, at 
their meeting on the 24th October, passed the following resolution, which was 
gent to the Prime Minister :— es 

“That this meeting of the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress, 
representing 1,500,000 workers, learn with pleasure that an appeal has been made by a 
number of Labour and other Members of Parliament and Local Authorities urging you 
to call a special short Session of Parliament for the purpose of dealing with the 
unemployed question, and join with them in pressing the matter on your favourable 


consideration.’? 

We may mention that your Committee is represented on Mr. Long’s 
Committee by Mr. Steadman, who was appointed a member of it by the 
President of the Local Government Board. 


Meanwhile we learned that the Prime Minister would not agree to an 
autumn session of Parliament, and therefore gave instructions for the following 
jetter to be written :— 

18th November, 1904. 
The Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P., 
First Lord of the Treasury. 
Dear Sir, 
With further reference to the letter sent to me by your secretary on the subject of 
the unemployed, I am instructed by the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Unino 
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Congress to say that they regret you could not see your way to arrange an autumn 
session to consider this question, and to add that they feel the urgency of the matter is 
sufficient to warrant them in respectfully asking if you would be so kind as to make 
arrangements for calling the attention of Parliament to the subject immediately at the 
commencement of the approaching session. 

I am also desired by the Parliamentary Committee to make a most respectful request 
that you will do them the honour of receiving a deputation from them, at a date suitable 
to your convenience, to lay before you the proposals embodied in the enclosed copy of a 
resolution on the unemployed problem, which was passed last September at the Trades 
Union Congress in Leeds. 

I have the honour to be, 


Yours respectfully, 
S. Woops, Secretary. 


Later, your Committee co-operated with the General Federation of Trade 
Unions to consider the question. Meetings and aconiference were held to which 
the Labour members were invited. 

The following are the proposals which were drawn up by the Joint 
Committees of the Parliamentary Committee Trades Union Congress and 
General Federation of Trade Unions, with the co-operation of the Labour 
Members of Parliament :— 


REPORT ON UNEMPLOYMENT. 
1.—PREAMBLE. 


That this Conference is of opinion that the main cause which leads to large 
numbers of men being without employment is due to the absence of organisation 
in industry, intensified by the increased production of labour-saving appliances 
unaccompanied by an adequate reduction of the hours of labour or a sufficient 
increase in remuneration. 

The displacement of men by women and young persons through the 
introduction of automatic machinery. 

The absence, particularly in Government works, of any attempt to 
regulate the distribution of work so as to maintain employment at an even 
level, thereby causing alternate periods of rush and stagnation. 

The fact that the financial resources of the country are being constantly 
drained in avoidable wars and extravagant expenditure. 


2,—Ex1stinc MrtHops. 
That the existing methods of dealing with unemployment, apart from 
Trade Union effort and financial aid, namely :— 
(1) Public, Semi-Public, and Private Employment Agencies ; 
(2) Public, Semi-Public, and Private Relief ; 
(3) Private Charity, 
are, when not positively harmful, defective, and inadequate. 
In varying grades of proportion the above methods are ineffective, and 
more or less demoralising, inasmuch as they weaken the sense of individual 
and collective responsibility for existing conditions, and notwithstanding 


generations of experiments they have lamentably failed to furnish even a 
temporary solution of the problem. 


3.—REMEDIAL PROPOSALS. 
THE REGULATION OF INDUSTRY. 
The first essential in dealing with this question is a more systematic 
regulation of industry, as a means to which we suggest :— 


(a) That the Government be urged to regulate the distribution of work 
under its jurisdiction, so that the necessity to discharge workmen will be 
obviated. 
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(5) That the principle of regulating the distribution of work with the 
object as stated in clause (a) be urged by the Government upon all public 
bodies and recommended to private firms. 


(c) That the practice of working overtime be generally discountenanced. 


(d) That local public bodies, similar to those formed under Mr. Long’s 
recent scheme for London, with the addition of a considerable proportion 
of direct Trade Union representatives, shall be permanently established in 
all localities throughout the country. : | 


4, —_HiMPLOYMENT, 


That as a means of reducing the necessity to fall back upon clause (d), we 
suggest : 
(a) That works of public utility be carried out with the least possible 
delay, such as that proposed by the Government last Session relating to 
the Port and Docks of London and the improvement of the Thames ; 
Coast Protection apainst the encroachment of the sea, and general 
reclamation of the land saved from such encroachment; necessary harbour 
works, and work already decided upon in connection with the postal and 
other Government Departments. ‘Ihe acquisition by the Government of 


waste land at present unfit for agricultural purposes with a view to 


afforestation. 

(6) That the practice followed by public bodies of refraining from 
putting work in hand during the winter months be as far as possible 
modified in order that workmen may be more regularly employed through- 
out the year. 


(c) That when it is necessary to fall back upon clause (d), Section 3, 


the public bodies so formed shall acquire land to which the unemployed — 


may be drafted with a view to the workers and their families eventually 
becoming self-supporting through a system of Co-operative Farming, 


5.—ORGANISATION. - 


That the agencies recognised as empowered to deal with unemployment 
should be 


(1) Public Bodies as alluded to in clause (d), Section 3 ; 
(2) The Trade Unions of the country. 


DUTIES OF EACH OF ABOVE BODIES. 


(a) That Public Bodies should organise Co-operative Farms and other 
means whereby men recommended to their notice by Trade Unions, and in 
exceptional cases Poor Law Guardians, shall obtain employment. 


(0) Trade Unions, by reason of their existing practical machinery by 
which workmen are advised as to places where employment can be obtained ; 
their system of aid to unemployed members travelling in search of employ- 
ment; their recognised agents in every part of the kingdom; and their financial 
responsibility for unemployed benefit alone which now amounts to £600,000 
per year, together with their knowledge of the character, suitability, and 
antecedents of their members, should be the recognised agency to deal with 
the class of workers described by Mr. Long as— 


“Those who are respectable men temporarily distressed owing to inability 
to obtain employment.”’ 


Poor Law Guardians should be the recognised agency to deal with the — 
class (2) described in Mr. Long’s scheme as— , 


‘Those who should be regarded as ordinary applicants for Poor Law 
relief,” : 
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IMMEDIATE DISTRESS. 


With a view to dealing with the present acute distress occasioned through 
lack of employment, the President of the Local Government Board be urged 
to issue to Town, Urban, and District Councils, and other Sanitary Authorities, 
a circular on the lines of those issued by his predecessors in the years 1886 
and 1892. 


Copies of the above were sent to Mr. Long and Mr. Balfour, 
petitioning them to receive a deputation from the two Committees, 
and at a later period your Committee gave instructions for the following letter 
) to be sent :— 


_— _ 





| 22nd December, 1904. 
| The Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P. 


Dear Sir, 


| I beg to inform you that I have placed your two communications on the question of 
‘* Unemployment” before my Committee, who have instructed me to convey to you their 
thanks for your attention. My Committee, however, beg respectfully to say that the 
members of the Trades Union Congress and the-General Federation of Trade Unions, 
numbering two millions of the organised workers of the country, are pressing for a reply, 
but as your communications are marked ‘‘ Private,’’ my Committee are unable to make 
{ any statement to them. They therefore respectfully beg to request that you will kindly 
| favour them with a reply which they can give to their members, as to whether it is 
possible for you to receive a deputation from them, together with the General Federation 
of Trade Unions and the Labour Members of Parliament on the subject of the ‘‘ Unem- 
/ ployed.’’ I may say that proposals to be brought before your notice (in the event of your 
consenting to receive a deputation) have already been considered and adopted to-day at a 
Conference, at which there were present the following Members of Parliament :—Mr. 
John Burns, Mr. W. Crooks, Mr. R. Bell, Mr. D. Shackleton, Mr. W. R. Cremer, Mr. H. 
Broadhurst, and Mr. A. Henderson. 
| I have the honour to be, 


Yours respectfully, 
S. Woops. 
At last a letter was received from the Prime Minister, inviting Mr. Woods 
to call at Downing Street, but, being absent through illness, Mr. Steadman, 
with the consent of your Committee, went in his place, and it was arranged 
that Mr. Balfour should receive a deputation from the two Committees, together 
with the Labour Members, which took place on the 7th February, 1905. 


| Mr. Steadman introduced the deputation. 

| Mr. J. Sexton spoke on behalf of your Committee. 

Mr. P. Curran spoke on behalf of the General Federation of Trade Unions 
Mr. Shackleton also spoke on behalf of the Labour Members of Parliament. 


The Prime Minister, replying, said that in regard to the question of land 
nationalisation, other remedies of a less drastic kind, such as afforestation, 
farm colonies, and land reclamation, he would not discuss how far they were 
i real remedies. He, however, stated in the course of his remarks that the 
| Government were agreed with the deputaiion that it would be desirable to have 
some more permanent machinery in operation than one which is called into 
existence to meet a special emergency, and which, when that emergency has 
| passed by, is allowed to fall into desuetude. He said that his right honourable 
friend Mr. Long was considering the method by which this more permanent 


Mr. Bell asked the Prime Minister whether he could make any statement 
on the question of disfranchisement. 


Mr. Balfour: I did not not deal with that, partly because I do not know 
exactly what form Mr, Shackleton’s proposal will take. But I did say I 
thought any tampering with the Poor Law would be a serious thing, as any one 


machinery might best be brought into existence. He said, however, that he 
; did not agree with all the views that had been expressed, or which were 
embodied in the paper forwarded to him. 
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who looks back upon the history of the Poor Law will himself see. I do not 
know that I can say more than that until I know exactly what the proposal is. 


a 


The result of their meeting was duly reported and circularised to the 
trades. Nothing, however, of a practical nature was accomplished beyond 
the defective scheme of Mr. Long and the temporary assistance of charitable 
funds till on the 18th April Mr. Gerald Balfour introduced his Unemploy- 
ment Bill. This Bill broadly proposed to establish a local body in each of the 
Metropolitan Boroughs and a large central body for the whole area, corre- 
sponding with the joint committees and the central committees set up under 
Mr. Long’s scheme. The duties of the local bodies were to inquire into the 
cases of applicants for employment, and to endeavour to obtain employment 
for them. The central body was to be charged with a general supervision 
over the local bodies, and with the establishment of labour exchanges and 
employment registers. The money required was to be partly supplied by 
voluntary contributions and partly by the rates. The Bill is noteworthy in 
that it embodies a vital principle, 2.e., the recognition of the right of labourers 
to demand employment from the State without forfeiting any of their 
ordinary civil rights. 

Lhe Bill, however, as it was issued was full of defects, and your Committee 
passed the following resolution :— 


‘That, in the opinion of the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary 
Committee, no Bill dealing with the question of unemployment will be 
satisfactory which does not provide (1) That the scheme is of a national 
character; (2) That it is compulsory in its operation; (8) That it contains 
provisions for preventing the unemployed being used to lower the earnings 
of the ordinary workmen.” 


It was also thought advisable to call another meeting of the three 
Committees, together with the Labour Members of Parliament, viz., Parlia- 
mentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress, the General Federation 
of Trade Unions, and Labour Representation Committee. 


This took place May 19th, 1905. 


There were present: Parliamentary Committee Trades Union Congress— 
J. Sexton, A. Wilkie, D. J. Shackleton, M.P., J. Haslam, A. H. Gill, 
W. C. Steadman, W. J. Davis, W. Thorne, D. C. Cummings, C. W. Bowerman, 
R. Bell, M.P. General Federation of Trade Umons—l. H. Mitchell, P. Curran, 
J. Maddison, T. Mallalieu, J. Holmes, J. Crinion, T. Ashton, G. N. Barnes, 
J. N. Bell, J. Ward. Labour Representation Committee—J. R. Macdonald, 
A. Henderson, M.P., Keir Hardie, M.P., A. Gee, J. J. Stephenson, E. R. Pease. 
Also Mr. John Burns, M.-P. 


Mr. James Sexton presided. 


Letters expressing regret at inability to attend were read from the following 
Members of Parliament: Messrs. Richards, Fenwick, Johnson, Broadhurst, 
Burt, and Wilson. 


A resolution to the effect that the Conference should declare their entire 
disapproval of the Bill was, after considerable discussion, withdrawn, and the 
following, with one dissentient (Mr. John Burns, M.P.), was passed :— 


“That we express our opinion that the recognition of the responsi- 
bility of the public authorities to provide work for the unemployed, and 
the removal of disfranchisement as a consequence of such public relief, are 
sound principles upon which to base any attempt to deal with Unemploy- 
ment. But we declare that—(1) Unless the Bill is made to apply all over 
the country; (2) Unless the Exchequer finds most of the cost; (3) Unless 
the powers of the Committees and the areas which they cover are so 
arranged that the Bill will not empty the country unemployed into London 
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or County Boroughs; and (4), Unless all limitations upon rates of wages 
paid, which are a serious menace to Trade Unions, are removed, the Bill 
cannot be accepted by organised labour in the country, and ought to be 
rejected by the votes of every friend of Labour in the House of 
Commons.”’ : 


It was algo resolved :— 


“ That the following gentlemen, together with Labour M.P.’s., should 
form a sub-committee to consider and draw up amendments on the basis 
of the above resolution, and that they should form a deputation to wait 
upon the responsible Government Minister, to lay before him these pro- 
posed amendments. 


“Further, that this joint Committee should have power to call 
together the three full Committees if they think this to be advisable.”’ 


Parliamentary Committee—J. Sexton, W. Thorne, C. W. Bowerman. 
General Kederation of Trade Unions—I. H. Mitchell, P. Curran, A. Gee. 
Labour fepresentation Committee—J. R. Macdonald, A. Henderson, M.P., 
J. J. Stephenson. 


On Thursday, May 25th, 1905, a meeting of this Joint Sub-Committee 
was held at the House of Commons. 


It was reported that an interview had been arranged with Mr. Gerald 
Balfour in connection with the Unemployment Bill, as it was understood 
that the Bill would come up for discussion that week (beginning May 22nd). 
Mr. Balfour had stated that the interview must be kept strictly private, and 
the deputation limited to twelve in number. No shorthand notes were 
permitted to be taken. 


The Sub-Committee, after arranging for speakers, etc., then waited upon 
Mr. G. Balfour. | 


The following were the points of Mr. Balfour's reply :— 


(1) The sub-section of clause 1 limiting wages had been carefully drafted so as not to 
necessitate the payment of hourly wages at rates less than the standard of the district. The 
intention of the promotors of the Bill was to prevent the total weekly income derived from 
relief work of any kind being as good as that derived from work found in the open market. 
Under the clause, the standard hourly wage could be paid, but the full number of. hours could 
not be worked. Mr. Balfour expressed his willingness to make a clear statement upon the 
point when moving the Second Reading of the Bill. 


(2) The financial provisions of the Bill were decided upon with the following 
conditions in mind; 


**(a) The Bill only dealt with temporary distress, and did not cover the 
whole extent of the unemployed problem ; 


_ **(6) The essential object in view was to enable the central body to draw to a 
limited extent upon the rates for the purpose of creating and maintaining the 
permanent machinery required for the purposes of the Act. It was not intended 

_ to pay directly for work out of the rates except in connection with farm colonies ; 


“‘(c) The promoters hoped that rate-aid would be supplemented by voluntary 
contributions ; es 
‘*(d) The Bill would still leave it open to public authorities to carry out 
useful works in their district with a view to meeting temporary distress. 
“Mr, Balfour, therefore, thought that under these circumstances the charge might 
legitimately be a local one, and expressed a belief that the demand for assistance from the 
Exchequer was prompted by a misunderstanding as to the scope of the Bill. 


** (3) Mr. Balfour admitted the force of the objection that a measure compulsory for 
London and semi-compulsory for county boroughs might swell the tide of emigration from the 


_ country to the town. But 


‘‘ (a) The Local Government Board would not grant exemption to any 
county borough without good cause; 

‘* (6) It was contemplated that a residential qualification of six or twelve 
months would be imposed on applicants for work under the Bill, by regulativius 
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under Clause IV. (3) (a); but he wag prepared to consider an amendment 
inserting this qualification in the Bill; 


 (c) He would be prepared to consider amendments for making the operation 
of the Bill compulsory in the larger towns, and possibly in rural areas. 


‘‘ (4) Mr. Balfour further stated that it was not contemplated by the promoters of the 
Bill that private employers should be subsidised under any of its provisions, Tf there was any 


doubt on that point he would endeavour to make it clear. ! 
‘‘ (5) Mr. Balfour gave us the general assurance that amendments within the intention 
of the Bill would be sympathetically considered,” 

On May 25th, 1905, another Joint Sub-Committee meeting was held, when 
the final amendments to the Unemployed Bill were drafted, A full meeting of 
the three committees, with the Labour Members of Parliament, was held June 
21st, 1905, to consider the amendments to the Government's Bill, and the 
following were those agreed upon :— 


CLAUSE 1, 


Sub-section 1, line 8: Insert after ‘borough’? “urban or rural district council.’? 
Line 9: Delete ‘the administrative county of.” Line 11: Delete from “with power” to 
the end of the section, 


Norre.—It was unanimously agreed that if the principle of co-option is accepted 50 per 
cent. of the co-opted members should be Trade Unionists, 

Sub-section 2, line 2: After the words “inquire into,” delete “and discriminate 
between.” 

Sub-section 4, line 5: Delete the words ‘or assisting,” 

Sub-section 5, line 11: Delete * hig emigration, or,’ 

Sub-section 5, line 12: Add, after “area,” « providing that no workman ig sent to take 


the place of men where an industrial dispute ig pending or existing.” Line 14; Add, * provided 
that such work be undertaken only by public authorities and.” 


at the second paragraph of this sub-section be entirely 

ds ‘earned by an unskilled labourer,” and substitute 
‘‘ paid.’”’ Line 19: Delete all words after « work” and substitute “at such occupation, but 
that the standard or Trade Union local rate be paid for actual work done,” 


Sub-section 7, line 30: Add after ‘ purpose,” ‘Exchequer grants.” Line 40: Add 
after “Colony,” “or other works.” And qa consequential amendment, page 5, line 8: Add 
after “Colonies,” “or other works.” Line 15, page 3, add sub-section 10: “That, for the 
purposes of this Act, London ghall mean the Metropolitan Police area,”? 


CLAUSE 2, 


Sub-section 1, line 21 : Delete all words after « London”? to the end of the section. 


Sub-section 2, line 27: To substitute “shall” for « may,” and delete all words from “on 
the application’ down to « guardians,”’ Tine 99: Substitute “ each” for « any.” 


Sub-section 3: Delete the whole sub-section, but if it be carried to add at the end 
of the first paragraph “and one-half of whom shall be members of Trade Unions,”’ 


CLausn 4, 


Sub-section 3 6: Tt was agreed to support the amendment down on the Order Paper in 
the name of Mr. Herbert Samuel, giving the Committees power to compulsorily acquire land, 
Sub-section , line 87; After « for’’ add « promoting or,” 


CLausE 6, 
Sub-section 2: Delete the whole sub-section, 


It was resolved that these amendments should be placed in the hands of 
the Labour Members of Parliament, who had been acting with the joint 
Committees in this matter. 


The last meeting of the Sub-Committee with Labour members wag held 
July 24th, 1905, in ‘the House of Commons. Mr. John Burns took the chair, 


There were algo present: Messrs, QO. Fenwick, M.P., J. Wilson, M.P., 
[BES & Shackleton, MPS ue Broadhurst, MiPl WR: Cremer, M.P., J. K, 
Hardie, M.P., A. Henderson, M.P., W. Crooks, M.P., W. Thorne, W. C 
Steadman, J, J, Stephengon, I. H, Mitchell. 
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Tt was reported that in an interview which Mr. Gerald Balfour had with 
certain Members who desired to see the Government Bill amended, it was 
stated that if the re-drafted Bill was to be passed it must be treated as being 
practically non-contentious, and that there must be a general agreement and 
little discussion. From the alterations which were proposed it was found that 
the Bill was to be of an experimental character, extending over ten years, that 
it was almost purely a machinery Bill, and that although land could be 
acquired, no assistance from the rates could be obtained to aid in maintaining 
workmen on the land. Under these circumstances it was felt that the vital 
principle upon which the original Bill had been supported had been destroyed. 


It was therefore moved and seconded :— 


“That inasmuch as the re-draft of the Unemployed Workmen Bill 
removes those clauses and provisions contained in the original Bill which 
were most likely to be of practical value to the workers, and as there is no 
possibility of its being satisfactorily amended in the House, thig 
Conference is of opinion that the interests of Labour will be best served 
by a strenuous opposition being shown to its further progress,” 


To this an amendment was submitted to the effect :-— 


“That poor and unsatisfactory as the draft of the Bill now offered ig, 
we accept it as a recognition of a principle, with a firm resolve to improve 
it at the earliest possible moment.” 


There voted for the resolution, nine; for the amendment, four. 


In August last, a few days before the close of the Session, the Government 
reintroduced the Bill in a considerably modified form as a tentative measure 
for three years, which does not in any way meet the requirements of the case; 
and a Royal Commission was at the same time promised by them to inquire 
into the working of the Poor Law, upon which, it is hoped, representatives of 
organised labour may find a place. 


DEPUTATIONS TO CABINET MINISTERS. 


Apart from the deputation on the subject of ‘‘ Unemployment,” there have 
been four deputations held before Cabinet Ministerg from your Committee to lay 
before them your views on matters connected with their separate departments. 


PosTaL QUESTIONS, 


Hor the Postal questions your Committee regret to have to report that 
Lord Stanley refused to receive a deputation. Last year’s Congress resolutions 
were as follow :— 


‘That this Congress protests against the persistent denial to postal servants of the 
full and free exercise of their civil rights granted by Act of Parliament, and expresses its 
keen regret at the decision of the Postmaster-General to curtail the limit of special leave 
for the purpose of conducting the work of legitimate organisation among postal and 
telegraph servants, and in view of the fact that such leave is granted at no expense to the 
State, and causes no delay to the public work, this Congress regards the act of the 
Postmaster-General as being directed against the rights of postal servants to combine, 
and earnestly begs the Postmaster-General to sanction such arrangements as will give 
reasonable opportunities to the officials of the association to transact their business. 


‘We further protest that the Postmaster-General, having appointed a Committee of 
his own choosing to inquire into Post Office wages; having invited the staffs to prepare 
and tender evidence, which they did at great cost and trouble} having made statements 
in the House of Commons and elsewhere calculated to induce the belief in the minds of 
the staff and the public that the findings of this Commitfes would certainly be adopted, 
has now for no good reason rejected their report, This Cofigtess, therefore, calls upon the 
Postmaster-General to adopt immediately thd whole s* the recommendations of the 
Sommittes on Post Office Wages, in order to teittedy the tirgent and proved inadequacy ae 
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pay among the classes whose wages were investigated, and instructs the Parliamentary 
Committee to take steps to obtain— ; 
(a) The removal of all restrictions of their civil liberty. 
(6) The right of local sanitary authorities to inspect post office buildings, with 
powers to enforce proper sanitary conditions. 
‘‘(c) The inclusion of postal servants within the provisions of the Workmen’s 
Compensation for Accidents Act.” 
A copy of the above resolution, together with the resolution of last 
Congress on Fair Wages, was sent to the Postmaster-General. 


The following is a copy of the reply received :— 
General Post Office, London, 
19th December, 1904. 
Dear Mr. Woods, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, asking me to 
reveive a deputation with reference to certain resolutions that were passed at the recent . 
Trades Union Congress in Leeds. 

I observe that one of these resolutions deals with a question which was fully discussed 
when I received a deputation from your Committee on the 3rd of February last. I bave 
nothing to add to what I said then and do not think that any useful purpose would be 
served by further discussion. 

Another of the resolutions which you enclosed refers to complaints in regard to the 
placing of contracts with firms whose conditions of working and rates of wages are alleged 
to be contrary to the letter and spirit of the Fair Wages Resolution of the House of 
Commons of February, 1891. I shall be glad to inquire into any specific cases in which 
this allegation is made, but I am not of opinion that they can be conveniently dealt with 
in a perzonal interview, 

The remaining resolution refers mainly to the report of the recent Committee on 
Post Office wages. This is a matter which is under my consideration, and which it will 
be necessary to bring before the House of Commons. It will be my duty to meet there 
any criticisms which may be made on the course I propose to follow, and in the meantime 
I regret that Iam unable to enter into a discussion of the matter with your Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 
STANLEY, 
S. Woods, Esq. 

The Postmaster-General is the only one of the chiefs of the Governmental 
Departments who refused to receive your Committee. Every other Cabinet 
Minister, including the Prime Minister when approached, willingly received 
a deputation, and declared himself sympathetic, although unable to agree 
with all the views expressed. | 


On the 6th July last, however, in the debate on the Post Office vote, 
Lord Stanley complained of the political pressure brought to bear on Members, 
using such strong language as “ blackmail’ and ‘‘blood-sucking”’ to describe 
the use of ordinary political means to effect the legitimate ends of the postal 
unions. Your Committee consider that such language was entirely unwarrant- 
able, and deserves the strongest condemnation. 


THE BoarD oF TRADE DEPUTATION. 


A deputation was arranged before Mr. Gerald Balfour, President of the 
Board of Trade, on February 14th, 1905, when the following resolutions were 
brought forward for discussion :— 


FOREIGN SHIPOWNERS’ IMMUNITY FROM PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION FOR PERSONAL INJURIES. 


“This Congress regrets that the disability under which British workmen suffer of 
being unable to recover compensation from shipowners not domiciled in this country has 
not been removed, and instructs the Parliamentary Committee to make the strongest 
representations to the President of the Board of Trade as to the necessity for his Majesty's 
Government affording every facility for the passage of the Bill dealing with the matter, 
introduced by Sir Harry Samuel, M.P. for Limehouse.” 


Your Committee have pleasure in reporting that since then the Foreign 
~ . > . > . * be 2 
shipowners’ Negligence Act has been passed, which will become operative in 
January next, 
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FAIR WAGES. 


‘In view of the fact that many sweating firms obtain Government contracts, and in 
the main escape the conditions of the Fair Wages Clause, it is, in the opinion of this 
Congress, absolutely necessary, in order to secure full advantage of the Fair Wages 
Resolution, that particulars of all contracts accepted by the various Government 

_ Departments should be published in the Labour Gazette, and shall be available to 
accredited representatives of the trades affected on application, immediately after the 
acceptance of tenders. Further, that the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to 
approach the various Departments in order that full advantage of the Fair Wages 
Resolution may be secured.” 


STEAM ENGINES AND BOILERS. 


“That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee to draw up and 
endeavour to get passed into law a Bill embodying the following provisions :— 


‘No engineman to be allowed to have charge of or drive a locomotive engine 
without being in possession of a certificate from the Board of Trade. Any 


locomotive engineman having been five consecutive years employed as fireman - 


and engineman prior to the passing of the Bill shall be entitled to a 
certificate. 


‘‘It shall be considered a criminal offence for any locomotive engineman or 
fireman or cleaner to drive a locomotive engine upon any railway over any 
portion of road he is not thoroughly conversant with. 


‘‘Tn the interest of the public safety in each and every case a locomotive must 
have two men upon it in charge.” 
Mr. J. Anderson (Stevedores) spoke on the resolution dealing with foreign 
shipowners liability, and suggested that a meeting should be arranged between 
the British shipowners and the representatives of the workmen concerned, with 
a view to framing a Bill, the terms of which would be suitable to all. 


Mr. Gordon spoke on the subject of fair wages, and suggested the 


publication in the Labour Gazette of, the particulars of all contracts accepted” 


by the various Government departments. 


Mr. Bell, M.P., dwelt on the necessity of having thoroughly competent 
and certificated men in charge of locomotive engines. He referred to the custom 
of sometimes placing enginemen on railway roads or portions of roads with which 
they are not perfectly familiar. He also referred to the practice of railway 
companies putting engine drivers to act as firemen at the time they are 
learning portions of the road. He maintained that this was a dangerous 
practice. He spoke of the necessity of having certificated men on the railway 
locomotives, and referred to the fact that the marine engineer had to obtain 
his certificate, and in his opinion, although the roads on the sea were very 
difficult, roads on the railway were equally important. 


Mr. A. Fox (Associated Society of Locomotive Hnginemen and Firemen) 
also spoke on the same subject. 


Mr. Balfour, in reply, said that the proposal contained in the Foreign Ships 
Bill was no new proposal, aud deputations from the Trades Union Congress 
had brought it before him on two if not on more occasions. He had always 
expressed, and indeed felt, the greatest sympathy with the principles of the 
Bill, and it was his duty to point out the difficulties which had stood in the 
way of the Bill passing in the form given to it when it was introduced last 
year; however, he had occasion to call the attention of the deputation to the 
fact that this question had come before the Home Office Committee on Com- 
pensation for Injuries to Workmen, and he reminded the deputation that in 
their report of August last, the Committee recommended that powers should 
be given for providing for the attachment of a foreign ship to answer the claim 
for compensation under the Workmen’s Compensation Act against the foreign 
owner or master. He could not give a definite promise with respect to that, 
but the Home Secretary had it now under his consideration, and therefore 
there was at all events a prospect of its being introduced by the Government. 
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There were other aspects of the question, but he thought that it would be 
hardly perhaps worth while to go into details with regard to questions which 
would probably have to be raised in connection with amendments. to the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act which was to be introduced.’ As for the other 
matters which they had brought before him, he could not give quite so satisfactory 
areply. The suggestion that the particulars of all Government contracts should 
be given either in the Labour Gazette or Board of Trade Journal seemed to him 
one which it would be physically impossible to carry out. He believed the 
War Office gave out something like 4,000 contracts, and to give particulars of 
all those contracts, and the Admiralty contracts as well, would not only be far 
beyond the capacity of the Board of Trade Journal, but would require almost 
a library to accomplish. Over and above that, he was afraid the Board of Trade 
department was hardly the right department to approach in the matter. He 
could not in any Board of Trade publication give particulars of contracts unless 
the office which gave out the contracts were willing that that should be done. 
He believed that at the present time neither the War Office nor the Admiralty 
would be ready to consent to that, and, therefore, he suggested that before 
coming to the Board of Trade in this matter, they should in the first instance 
approach those departments of the Government which are more immediately 
responsible. As regards the third subject which was introduced by Mr. Bell, and 
spoken of by Mr. Fox, he listened with great interest to the representations made 
to him, but he would call the attention of the deputation to the railway companies’ 
rules which are at present in force—at all events, with regard to two of the 
matters proposed to be included in the Bill. As to drivers running over roads 
with which they are not conversant, the railway companies have a rule, 
No. 188, in the Railway Clearing House Book which is as follows: “If an 
engine driver is not thoroughly acquainted with any portion of the line over 
which he has to run he must obtain a private driver.’ Now, was that rule 
carried out, or is the contention that the rule’there is broken ? 


Mr. Bell: I may answer you on that one point by one illustration: I 
believe it is a fact that the driver of the recent Aylesbury catastrophe applied 
at Leicester on the London journey for a pilot man at Woodford. When he 
got to Woodford no pilot man could be obtained for him. . I believe they offered 
him a guard, but, with all due respect, I do not think that a guard is competent 
to teach a driver the road; therefore the man went on without one, and when 
he ventured on his return journey it was night and he missed his way. 

Mr. Balfour: I do not know whether that was given in the evidence; it 
was not brought out fully. In any case that would be a breach of this rule. 

Mr. Bell: But the man would have been the sufferer if he had not 
gone on. 

Mr. Balfour, continuing, said he would like to point out that it seemed to 
him in regard to the accident that recently occurred upon the Midland Railway 
that this seemed to show that the knowledge of a road was a question of degree, 
and to make it a criminal offence, as was suggested, would be a strong step, 
and the administration of a law of that kind would ba very diffieult. Hf the 
rules of the company were properly carried out no accident would occur, and 
he thought they must take into consideration that it was in the interests of the 
railway company themselves to see that those rules were properly carried out. 
With regard to having two men always in charge. of. locomotives, the 
railway companies rule No. 134 was that, except where otherwise provided, no 
engine must be allowed to be in motion on any ranning line unless both the 
engine driver and the fireman were upon it. He thought that the companies 
were really so largely interested in seeing that their drivers were competent 
men, that it would require a great deal of evidencé to convince him that legisla- 
tion of that kind was necessary. Howevar, it was open to the Trade Union 
Hoengress to secure the services of a Meiiiber of Parliament whe would bring 2 
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the Bill: He could not promise that he would give it his support, but he would 
certainly listen to any arguments that would be put forward in support of it if 
they were sufficiently successful in the ballot and had a chance of discussing it. 
In regard to the suggestion that there should be a conference called 
between representatives of the workmen and British shipowners, he said that 
he would pass it on to his honourable friend the Home Secretary, but it would 
be as well to wait and see if it was possible to include the question in the Bill 
to be brought forward on Workmen’s Compensation Act. 


DEPUTATION TO THE HomMr SECRETARY. 


On February 16th, 1905, resolutions passed at the Leeds Congress, 
dealing with the following subjects, were brought before the notice of the 
Home Secretary :— 


(1) Naturalisation Hee. 

(2) Railway Privilege Cab System. 

(3) Death Certificates. 

(4) Weights and Measures Bill. 

(5) Factory Acts. 

(6) Factory Act Amendment. 

(7) Hours of Labour. 

(8) Alteration of Mines Act Amendment Bill. 

(9) Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
(10) Steam Engine and Boilers Bill. 
(11) Amendment of the Truck Acts. 


Mr. Sexton, in introducing the deputation, referred especially to the 
extension of the Factory Acts to docks which had brought considerable work 
upon the factory inspectors, in fact, more than they were able to accomplish. He 
suggested the appointment of special inspectors, and that, pending the 
appointment of more inspectors, the police might be utilised to see that the 
regulations were carried out. 


Mr. 8. Michaels referred to the railway privilege cab system, and said 
that the railway privilege cab system was a failure, breaking down under 
heavy pressure. He drew the Home Secretary’s attention to the recommen- 
dation of the Departmental Committee in 1895, which found, after careful 
examination, that in the interests of the public and all concerned the railway 
stations should be thrown open to the whole cab trade. 


Mr. B. Tillett referred to the Factory Acts. He thought that in regard to 
the need for more inspectors he could safely contend that if they were to take 
the dockers of London alone, the whole of the Home Office staff of dock inspectors 
would not be competent to meet the real difficulties. He remarked that men, 
competent from the Trade Union standpoint, should be appointed to look after 
these trades, not men who could merely make a good report, but those of 
practical experience who would be able to prevent advantage being taken of 
workmen. 


Mr. Steadman referred to the resolution on death certificates, and drew the 
attention of the Home Secretary to the variation in the charges for same. 
It appeared that if a man is a member of a friendly society and dies, the 
widow can purchase the certificate for 1s.; if he is a member of a Trade Union, 
the widow is charged 2s. 7d. He thought that that was rather a curious 
anomaly, seeing that not only the friendly societies but the Trade Unions are 
the means, by the benefits they pay to their members, of keeping down the 
rates. He asked that the charges should be reduced to 1s, in all cases. 
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Mr. Gill said that he desired to express the pleasure of the Committee at 
the announcement in the King’s Speech that a measure dealing with the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act had been introduced. Among: other matters 
which he would like to see introduced into the Bill was that the meaning of 
the Act ought to include, and to apply to, all workmen, whatever trade and 
whatever occupation they might follow. He said that they did not like the 
manner in which the basis of compensation had been fixed. It was now fixed 
on the average wage earned by a person during the previous 12 months. 
He pointed out how unfair this was in the case of a man who might have been 
away, say three months out of the year. In this way his compensation was 
reduced by one-fourth, in addition to having lost his three months’ wages. 
He suggested that the compensation should be 50 per cent. of a full 
week’s wages, and that in the case of death it ought to be 156 times the 
amount of a full week’s wages for a person in the same grade of employment 
at the same works. In the case of accidents to minors he suggested 
that the only fair rate of payment was 50 per cent. of what could 
reasonably be expected that the minor would have earned if no accident had 
occurred before he attained his majority. He further remarked that there was 
too much discretion allowed to judges in cases of review, whereby the awards 
considerably differed. Some judges gave 50 per cent. of the difference between 
what they considered a man is able to earn after the accident and what he 
was able to earn previously ; others gave the whole difference ; others less. 
In regard to the question of commutation, the employer had the right at the 
end of six months to have the award commuted for a lump sum; that right 
was not given to the workman, and he thought that the workman should enjoy 
the same privileges as the employer. 


Mr. Haslam referred to the question of the Mines Act Amendment Bill, 
etc., and Steam Engine and Boilers Bill. He said that they were of opinion 
that no man should deal with a boiler unless he had a certificate of competency. 
It was equally important also to a miner that the man in charge of the engine 
at the mine should have a certificate of competency as well as the man in 
charge of the mine itself. He said that marine engineers had to have a 
certificate, and other engineers should have a certificate of competency also. 
He suggested that all colliery enginemen and boiler firemen should not be 
allowed to work more than eight hours out of the 24. One of the things they 
were anxious about was that safety catches should be inserted-under the cage 
when men are about to descend into the mine. He said that in regard to 
signalling it was most important that the man should have a full knowledge of 
it, and referred to an unfortunate accident that had recently occurred in 
Lancashire, which was chiefly due to the man not being certain about the 
signalling. Partition walls should also be built between engines. In 
regard to the amendment of the Truck Acts, he said that in certain 
industries for every five minutes lost a girl was fined 1d., and she was paid the 
magnificent sum of 1d. per hour. He said that in these industries there was 
a very bitter feeling of the remorseless and unfeeling way in which 
employers or managers fined the people for the slightest possible deviation 
from duty. 

HOME SECRETARY'S REPLY. 


Mr. Akers-Douglas, replying, expressed his pleasure at listening again to a 
deputation from the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress. 
In regard to the railway privilege cab system, he said that this matter was 
raised by a deputation in 1903. As they knew, his department had no power 
to deal with this; but he promised to do what he could in the direction of 
bringing their wishes as represented to him before the chairmen of the 
railway companies, and use what private influence he might possess in order to 
ask them to consider the question. He gathered that the cab drivers of London 
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would willingly pay the fee charged at Waterloo at all the other railway 
stations; but he could hold out no hope that he would attempt to obtain 
powers, because he thought it was a matter that ought to be dealt with between 
the two parties—the cabmen and the railway companies—and he did not 
think it should require any interference on the part of the State. In 
regard to the question of the extension of the Factory Acts to docks, 
| and the employment of the police pending the appointment of additional 
ots inspectors, he did not think this was feasible, nor would it be desirable. No 
doubt these new regulations would entail the appointment of additional 
inspectors, and he hoped those regulations would minimise the number of 
accidents. He said that he thought the deputation, if they studied the rules 
put forward by the department in regard to docks, would see that the 
department were anxious to do all they could to minimise the number of 
accidents which might occur. He could give nothing further than this general 
answer. The regulations had only just come into force, and no estimate could 
be formed at present as to the number of additional inspectors which might, 
eventually, have to be put on. He said that he could not hold out any hope 
that they would have special inspectors for each particular branch of an 
industry in each particular place. In regard to death certificates, he said 
that he saw no- objection to extending the privilege now applicable to 
friendly societies to registered Trade Unions, provided also that the Trade 
Unions would place themselves under the obligation to claim the special 
certificate that the societies have. As to having certificates for those in 
charge of steam engines in mines, he referred to the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons in 1901 on the subject, which had reported that in 
their view there was no necessity for the certificates which were proposed. 
He said that it was impossible for him to support a private Bill if it was 
brought forward again, when a Committee had distinctly declared that there 
was no necessity for any system of certificates such as was suggested. There 
| had been no fatal accidents through engines overwinding at collieries during 
| the last two years, except one, which was now being investigated. He said 
that the question of the necessity for partition walls between engines 
should not escape his attention; also, that he would take care that the 
| representations which had been made to him in regard to satety catches 
should be carefully inquired into. 

| 








In regard to the necessity of a reduction or abolition of fines in wages, he 
said that they must remember that those fines and deductions were quite 
legal. The Truck Act of 1896 specially permitted them, and all that that Act 
suggested was that they should be fair and reasonable in amount. They had 
always held that the complete abolition of fines would result in workers being 
dismissed instead of only being fined for small faults. They were most anxious 
| to administer these Acts fully and fairly, and the department had often been 
| very successful in enforcing in courts of law the point that fines should be fair and 
reasonable. In regard to the Workmen’s Compensation Act, he had already given 
notice in Parliament of his intention to bring in a Bill for the extension of the 
present measure. The Bill had been prepared upon the report of the Depart- 
mental Committee, and he ventured to think that, although the Bill had not met in 
every way the points which they had raised that day, they would consider 
| it when they saw it in print, a fair, reasonable and a large measure. There was 
one matter in which it certainly did not carry out the wishes of the Parlia- 
| mentary Committee and that was with regard to the payment from the day of 
the accident (instead of two weeks from the accident as at present). The 
Committee pointed out that they were obliged to come to the conclusion that 
. the transference to the employers of the burden of the compensation for the 
| whole or any part of the first two weeks would be a grave departure from the 
system deliberately adopted by the legislature in 1897; and they thought that 
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there was no sufficient reason to justify them—that was the Committese—in 
making any recommendations to that effect. The proposal was emphatically 
rejected by the Committee, and he certainly could not see his way to include 
such a provision in the Bill. With regard to their proposal to include in the 
Bill all workmen who met with an accident, the Bill would follow the report 
and that while it does not include all workmen it very largely extended the 
Act. It did- not include seamen because the conditions are entirely different 
from the industrial employment upon land, and the report of the Committee 
distinctly suggested and recommended that seamen should be dealt with 
by an amendment to the Merchant Shipping Act. A very large class of 
workers in this country would by the new Bill be brought under the Act for the 
first time. He hoped to introduce the Bill at an early date. With regard to 
the control over river craft, that was a matter with which the Home Office 
were not concerned. It did not form part of the Home Office work, except in 
so far as the extension of the Factory Acts with regard to the docks referred to 
it. In conclusion, he said that as regards the Factory Acts, the Mines Acts, 
and the Truck Acts, the suggestions of the Trades Union Congress in past years 
were very.carefully considered and very often resulted in considerable improve- 
ment. The Home Office had often carried out their wishes by regulations 
where it was not necessary to go to Parliament to obtain powers. 


DEPUTATION TO THE First Lorp oF THE ADMIRALTY. 
17th February, 1905. 
Mr. James Sexton introduced the deputation. 


Mr. Cummings referred to the discussion that took place upon the 
conditions in the Admiralty Dockyards last year, in the House of Commons, 
when a resolution was moved by Mr. Shackleton, M.P. 


Mr. Victor Cavendish, replying at that date, used the following words: ‘That 
the Government were prepared to accept the motion, the motion being that the 
standard rates of pay should be paid in the Government factories.” Later, 
during his speech, he made the statement that the Government would continue 
to be model employers, and to set a good example to the private employers of 
the country. 


Mr. Cummings said that the only difference of opinion there seemed to be 
was in regard to the statement that was constantly being made that the con- 
ditions in His Majesty’s dockyards were equal to the conditions in private 
shipbuilding yards of the country, those statements being made upon the 
contention that there were privileges in the dockyards that do not obtain in 
the private shipbuilding yards. The statement had been made that the men 
were established men in the Government yards. It was estimated that there 
were 33,000 men employed in the dockyards. Of that number some 7,500, 
or about 224 per cent., were established, 25,000 to 26,000 men being hired men. 
In order to compare the differences between them and the men in the private 
employ, he would mention that established men must be under 45 years of age, 
they must be medically fit, and they must forfeit all gratuities. They certainly 
did, as stated, obtain a pension when 60 years of age, but for every 10s. that 
they receive in wages; 6d. per week was deducted in order to pay for this 
pension. Secondly, they were to some extent providing themselves for this 
pension. If an established man died his relatives had not any claim upon the 
deductions from his wages, although they might have been taking place over a 
considerable number of years, and that meant that his wages were lowered in 
order to provide for the pension. Mr. Cummings also referred to the system of 
apprenticeship, and the great difference in the wages of men in’ private and 
those in Government employ. He also referred to the denial of the officials 
of the Admiralty of the accuracy of his statements that dockyard employés were 
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under-paid, and suggested to his lordship that three officials might be appointed 
to meet three representatives of the trade, with perhaps his lordship in the chair, 
or someone else appointed from the department, to discuss the point referred 
to, with a view to adopting remedies. With regard to the apprentice question, 
Mr, Cummings suggested that a system should be introduced in the Government 
shipyards similar to that which applies to their boiler and engineering depart- 
ments. Mr. Cummings also stated that the rate of wages fixed by the Admiralty 
had been the cause of his having to meet a firm at Birkenhead to discuss a 
proposed reduction of 4s. 6d. on repairing rates. He also requested that the 
names of the contractors in connection with Admiralty contracts should be 
printed in the Labour Gazette. 


Mr. Millington also spoke, and cited some interesting figures as to the 
comparative wages paid. He also referred to the conditions of employment, 
and urged that the workmen styled skilled labourers should be recognised as 
mechanics in the respective grades in which they are employed. 


LORD SELBORNE'S REPLY, 


Lord Selborne, replying, assured his hearers that when the deputation left 
him that was not an end of the matter. Their representations, as with those 
made last year, would not be pigeon-holed. Everything that was said last year 
was most carefully examined and a great deal of work put into it, and he stated 
that the remarks that had been made to him that morning should be weighed, 
considered, and examined. If in all cases they had not been in the past able, 
on examination, to agree with the deputation or to carry out what they had 
hoped, they must put that down to bond-fide differences of opinion, but in no 
respect were their representations treated with want of consideration ; because, 
quite apart from the fact that the deputation represented a very large and 
important branch of the public, whose servant he was, he recognised that it 
was to the greatest advantage to the Admiralty and to the men that the 
Admiralty employed that they should meet and discuss these matters there 
every year. He asked Mr. Cummings and Mr. Millington to send notes of 
their remarks to him, and he would most carefully examine them. He would 
not ask Mr. Cummings for the names of the gentlemen that gave him the 
information he referred to, but if Mr. Cummings would put the information in such 
a form as would help him to thoroughly investigate the matter, it should receive 
his immediate attention. Continuing, his Lordship said that Mr. Cummings had 
made two distinct suggestions. The first was a conference to thrash out disputed 
points, and the second was that the names of contractors should be put into the 
Labour Gazette. He said that if Mr. Cummings would also send him those 
two suggestions in writing, specifically, he would have an answer. He was 
too prudent a man to answer that proposal before full consideration beforehand. 
He asked what was the general position. Mr. Cummings had read 
extracts from the debates in the House of Commons showing what is really 
the attitude of the Goyernment or of any Government towards this general 
question. His hearers did not think that the Government always successfully 
attained the standard at which they aimed, and at which they had instructions 
from Parliament to aim, but he thought they would admit that in certain 
instances of great complexity and great difficulty the Government did make 
an earnest endeavour to do so. There was another side to the question. It 
was not their money that they had to spend or deal with. They were trustees 
in a double capacity. They were trustees to see that the workmen employed 
by the State were fairly treated in the fullest acceptation of that term. They 
were also trustees to see that no public money was spent which was not 
profitably and necessarily spent, and therefore he was always responsible for 
the balancing of those two considerations one against the othér. The conditions 
in which the Admiralty found themselves as an employer of labour were 
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enormously complicated ; not only was there a vast variety of trades and sub- 
divisions of trades employed by the Admiralty, but they were employed in a 
dozen different places, and the complexity that was introduced he thought they 
could readily understand, because there were varying rates in various places. 
All those difficulties which were chronic in labour questions were multiplied in 
the case of the Admiralty, and therefore it was a very difficult business that 
the Government had to carry on in connection with all those labour rates. 
There was no finality ; they made no pretence to finality ; the matter was 
always under constant revision, and he hoped constant, although his hearers 
might think slow, improvement, but they must remember one thing, that a 
movement was never in one direction. Sometimes employers and employed 
agree to a reduction of rates of wages if the times are bad. That never took 
place in the dockyards, and therefore a step forward was a step permanently 
gained for the men, and if he might put it so, a loss to the taxpayer, and that 
did constitute a difference, and is the one difference which he thought one of 
the speakers did not make allowance for in his admittance of the particular 
advantages that accrued to certain classes of State employment. 


Mr. Cummings, interrupting, said that he could get a statement issued by 
the Employers’ Federation as to the rise in wages ; it was an official statement 
of theirs, carrying over a considerable number of years. It showed that, 
although they had fluctuations that went up and down, yet the advantages 
gained, now at the lowest ebb, over a period of 25 years ago, was a matter of 
some 4s. or 5s., so that they also made an upward movement. 


Lord Selborne pointed out that the wages-line in the ordinary labour 
charts—although the rise was constant all through the period—would show a 
jagged edge, whereas in regard to the State employé there was no jagged edge 
to his line, but the curve was quite upwards. 


Mr. Wilkie: But, my lord, we do not think that there need be any 
increase in the tax of the taxpayer. 


Lord Selborne: If you could give me a receipt for the increase in wages 
when taxing the taxpayer, I assure you my task would be creatly alleviated. 


Mr. Wilkie: I mean the increased efficiency in the men would allow that 
they should be paid at an increased rate. 


Lord Selborne, continuing, said that the revision of his department was 
constant, and the general effect of improvements had been produced in 
accordance with the deliberate intention of the House of Commons. He did 
not think that anyone present would say that on the whole the Admiralty was 
a bad employer of labour. They might fall short in certain respects, but that 
they were bad employers in their general attitude to the men, or in the rate of 
wages they paid, he did not think would be contended. The. question of 
employment of skilled labour must not be taken into consideration as part of 
the general whole, but there they touched on questions of the particular 
organisation of labour, which the Admiralty had found most convenient for 
work in the dockyards, and in that matter he would be inclined to be rather 
jealous. So long as the House of Commons of the country, on the whole, 
reposed confidence in the work of the Admiralty, so long as they were satisfied 
with their endeavour to carry out in spirit the considerations of the House of 
Commons as to fair wages, so long did he contend that the Admiralty ought to 
be free, and must possess freedom to organise labour as they found it necessary 
in the dockyards. Mr. Cummings had given figures as to the proportions 
between established workmen and the hired workmen, and he thought he had 
a little under-estimated it, for he was told that the proportion was 28 per cent. 
He thanked one speaker for admitting that the established workmen employed 
in the Government yards had certain advantages over those employed in 
private yards; he was glad to hear that they had at last arrived at that 
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conclusion, and thought that the recognition of these advantages would help 


fo bring them much closer. 


Mr. Cummings interrupted to say that the advantages were admitted, put 
were not so great as to maintain the difference between the 1ate paid inside 
and that outside the dockyards, and 


Mr. Wilkie said that he had repeatedly at previous intervicws admitted 
the same. 


Lord Selborne said that he must have misunderstood them, and that it 
was probably his fault. His lordship referred to the firm which Mr. Cummings 
mentioned, and stated that what was said was quite true. At the time, the 
Admiralty endeavoured to extend their field of repairing ships, the fleet had 
got into arrears, which he was glad to say had been entirely overtaken, and a 
certain number of ships were sent out to private yards to be repaired. They 
did find that this repair cost materially more than they found it cost in the 
dockyards. The only other observation he had to make was in regard to the 
resolution in respect of the Government contractors. The Fair Wages Resolu- 
tion was put on every form of tender sent out to contractors. It was also 
stated that under no circumstances were they allowed to let out their contracts 
—to sub-contract—without the permission of the Admiralty, and every case 
where they had a complaint (either from the men themselves or from their 
society) that the contractor was not observing the conditions had been most 
carefully investigated and gone into, and an inspector sent down and the 
whole thing probed to the bottom. He thought that such cases were exceed- 
ingly few. The absence of complaints showed that on the whole the action of 
the Admiralty was successful, and it had been recognised as successful in 
forcing on the contractors those two obligations—that they were not to let out 
their contracts without permission of the Admiralty, and that they were bound 
to see that the wages paid were those which Parliament had said they 
should pay. 


DEPUTATION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR. 


Your Committee met Mr. Arnold-Forster, Secretary of State for War, on 
Wednesday, April 19th, when the following resolutions were brought before 


his attention :— 
ABOLITION OF FELLOWSHIP PIECE WORK. 


“That this Trades Union Congress calls upon His Majesty’s Government to abolish 
the pernicious system of fellowship piecework in operation in the danger buildings, Royal 
Arsenal, Woolwich, and to substitute in its stead a day-work system, based on a weekly 
wage of 36s. minimum for a 48-hour week.”’ 


FAIR WAGES. 


“Phat inasmuch as many complaints have been made by various trade societies to 
the War Office, the Admiralty, and the Post Office Departments, in regard to the placiny 
of contracts with firms whose conditions of working and rates of wages paid are altogether 
contrary to the letter and spirit of the Fair Wages Resolution of the House of Commons 
of February, 1891, without satisfactory results, the Parliamentary Committee are 
instructed to adopt means by which the several departments may be approached, with the 
view of inducing these departments to adopt specific means to prevent unfair firms from 
evading the obvious intention of Parliament in this direction; and that a firm shall Le 
taken to be an unfair firm that employs any workman below the recognised standard ; 
and, further, to obtain from Parliament a clearer definition or amendment to the Fair 
Wages Resolution respecting prices and wages, and what is a district for purposes of this 
clause.” 


‘Tn view of the fact that many sweating firms obtain Government contracts, and in 
the main escape the conditions of the Fair Wages Clause, it is, in the opinion of this 
Congress, absolutely necessary, in order to secure full advantage of the Fair Wages 
Resolution, that particulars of all contracts accepted by the various Government Depart- 
ments should be published in the Labour Gazette, and shall be available to accredited 
representatives of the trades afieoted on application, immediately after the acceptance 
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of tenders. Further, that the Parliamentary Committee bé instructed to approach 
the various Departments in order that full advantage of the Fair Wages Resolution may @ 
be secured.”’ 


Mr. James Sexton introduced the deputation. 

Mr. W. J. Davis, referring to the resolutions in regard to fair wages, said 
that the Fair Wages Resolution that was passed in the House of Commons was 
passed for the benefit mainly of the workers, but there was another considera- 
tion, and an important one, and that was that the Fair Wages Resolution not only 
was an act of justice to the workers, but was an act of justice to all fair-minded 
emp'oyers. They considered that workmen should not be handicapped by 
emp'oyers who did not pay the wages in the district, nor employers -handi- 
capped by people in the country who did not pay fair wages. He further urged 
that . very possible endeavour should be made by the War Office to see that 
the r.solution passed by Parliament was carried into effect. In regard to the 
publication of the particulars of all contracts accepted by the various Govern- 
ment departments, he asked that if all particulars could not be given, at least 
they could publish lists of contracts, with the names of the contractors for 
the Government. He pointed out that the difficulty was to give specific 
cases to heads of departments of offenders against the resolution. In many 
trades it was impossible to discover who were the contractors; for 


instance, in the brass trade, in the cutlery trade, and in the manufacture 
of glass. 


Mr. Millerchip also spoke in regard to the resolution, especially as it 
affected the lock trade. He referred again to the system of sub-letting. 


Mr. W. B. Hornidge requested permission to refer to the Army 
boot strike, but the Secretary of State for War stated that he considered 
that matter as swb judice, and really not within the scope of the present 
deputation. 


Mr. Sexton then drew attention to the resolution in reference to the 
abolition of fellowship piece-work. 


MR. ARNOLD-FORSTER § REPLY.. 


Mr. Arnold-Forster, replying, said that with the first two subjects raised, 
viz., the enforcement of the Fair Wages Resolution and the disclosure of the 
names of the firms who were contractors he was very familiar. The third 
question of sub-letting was, he considered, rather a minor matter which he 
thought arose in very few cases. He said that no instance of departure from 
the Fair Wages Resolution had been overlooked when it had been brought to 
the notice of the Government. He certainly never allowed, when he was 
Secretary to the Admiralty, any case to go uninvestigated, and every case 
of complaint that had been satisfactorily established had been immediately 
dealt with. He believed that that would always be the case. He was 
not in agreement with the remarks in regard to the disclosure of the 
particulars of the contracts. He pointed out that the practice had been 
uniform for many years, of communicating the contracts only to persons 
interested, and, of course, there were very obvious reasons why this should be 
done, from the point of view of the employer. He stated that the motive of 
concealing the names of the contractors on the part of the departments 
depended purely upon trade considerations. It seemed only common sense that 
any manufacturer who was undertaking a large contract for the Government 
should not be immediately advertised as undertaking that particular contract. 
When it was known that a certain firm would have to buy large quantities of 
certain material, and that it had to deliver it by a certain time, it would 
immediately have to run the risk of having the price put up against it. The 
whole matter had been very carefully considered over and over again by the 
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various departments, not only by the War Office, but by other departments, 
and they \thought that the present practice was a reasonable one. He 
further stated that he was rather surprised to hear that there was, in 
general, a want of acquaintance on the part of those engaged in the actual 
process of manufacture with the names of the firms who were manufacturing 
for the departments. He thought that such cases must be very exceptional. 
He knew the case to which one speaker had referred, for he went into it when 
at the Admiralty, and certainly in that case there was not the slightest lack of 
information. The character of the articles manufactured for the War Office 
was generally sufficiently distinct to give notice to all parties concerned 
that it was part of a Government contract. With regard to the fellowship 
method of doing work in the Arsenal, so far as it was possible to ascertain, 
this arrangement, which was arrived at at the end of the year before 
last, was on the whole satisfactory. The principal element of objection 
to the system which prevailed before was the ‘pressure which was put 
upon men engaged in a dangerous trade to hasten their work with the 
object of earning a higher rate of wages, and with the possible result 
of bringing about a disaster when dealing with explosives. The need of alteration 
was rather accentuated at the time by an accident, which was attributed, he 
was glad to say not correctly, to over-haste in the operations. A similar 
deputation to the present one came to Sir Henry Brackenbury, and asked that 
this method of conducting the work might be stopped. It was stopped, and 
another method was substituted in the most dangerous portion of the Arsenal, 
that was in the lyddite factory. There did seem to be an advantage in the 
system of fellowship piece-work. That system was, in fact, a compromise 
between the two methods of payment—the absolute day-work payment and 
the piece-work payment. There was an inducement to the party engaged for 
this work to do a fair amount of work. At the same time there was the 
avoidance of that individual pressure to do work in haste in order to obtain a 
high rate. He believed that there was one point which might prove a legitimate 
source of discontent. There were subsidiary trades feeding the main trades. 
There were men working upon material on day work, and they had no special 
motive—except beyond the ordinary motive of duty which they ought to be 
guided by—to make their rate of manufacture correspond with the fellowship 
work in the other department. There had been complaints that the delivery of 
the necessary parts, which must be received before the manufacture can be 
begun, had in many cases been slow, and that had prevented those who were 


occupied in the fellowship work from making the progress they would have 


made, and thus deprived them of the wages they would have earned. He 
thought that now every effort was made to hasten the supply of all the 
necessary component. parts, and if there had been any difficulty in the 
past, he did not think there would be any in the future. Referring again 
to the Fair Wages Resolution, he remarked that ‘since he had been at 
the War Office there had been very few cases indeed—in fact, he thought 
he could number them on the fingers of his hand—of any ‘complaint of 
the unenforcement of the Fair Wages Resolution; but he could say most 
honestly that every case that had come before him had been fairly investigated. 
If they could give him any intimation—something more than mere 
generality—to the effect that they were under the impression that there 
was any large or small War Office contract now being carried out not in 
conformity with the resolution, he would be very glad to receive that intimation 
from them. He had -neyer had the slightest hesitation in enforcing 
the resolution. 


Mr. Steadman asked whether the statement was true that the various 
Government departments posted up in the various offices the names of the 
successful contractors, 
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Mr. Arnold-Forster said they did not. 


Mr. Bowerman pointed out that in the Stationery Office there existed a 
practice of posting up the names of the contractors. 


Mr. Arnold-Forster said that he was not speaking in regard to the 
Stationery Office. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION. 


The urgent question of adequate compensation to injured workmen formed 
another part of the social legislation which the Goverament attempted to deal 
with during the past session. It will be remembered that a Departmental 
Committee was appointed to inquire into the question, and their report was 
printed before the last Congress. Your Committee pointed out then, in a 
circular, the recommendations which, in their opinion; could be approved by 
the Trade Unions; also the omissions and defects of the report. In view of 
legislation on the subject we ordered a large number of copies of the circular 
to be printed and distributed to the Trade Unions. At the deputation 
before the Home Secretary your Committee brought the recommendations of 
the Leeds Congress before him, and were promised that they should have his 
careful consideration. The Government's Bill was introduced on the 17th 
March, 1905, into the House of Lords by Lord Belper. Mr. John Burns, M.P., 
on behalf of your Committee, communicated with the Marquis of Ripon (who, 
it will be remembered, received and addressed the delegates of the Leeds 
Congress at his country seat last September), with a view to his putting the 
resolutions of Congress on the Workmen’s Compensation Act before the Lords 
in the debate on the reading of the Bill. All the necessary pamphlets, 
circulars, etc., which had been published by your Committee were sent to the 
Marquis. 

On the 4th April, 1905, the Government's Bill was discussed in the House 
of Lords. The Marquis of Ripon, among other things, pointed out that 
there were classes of labour still left out of the benefit of this legislation, 
thereby inflicting great hardships upon them. He stated that he knew the 
Commissioners had given strong reasons for not extending the scope of the 
legislation; but at the same time he could not help thinking that it would be 
better to make the legislation generally applicable than to make any special 
exceptions likely to create future friction and discontent. He spoke in favour 
of the abolition of the doctrine of common employment, and indicated further 


points favourable to the workers, which he considered worthy of the attention 
of the Government. 


Your Committee, at their meeting on the 20th April, passed a vote 
of thanks to the Marquis for his services, which was duly communicated to 
him. We received the following reply :— 


9, Chelsea Embankment, 8.W., 


8th May, 1905. 
Dear Sir, 


Your letter of the 28th April only reached me on Saturday. I hasten to thank you 
for it, and to beg you to assure the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress that I am much gratified by their appreciation of the views I expressed on the 
second reading of the Workmen’s Compensation Bill. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
RIPon. 
Your Committee appointed a special Sub-Committee to examine the 
Government’s Bill. Their findings were duly discussed by the full Committee, 
and below is printed a copy of the report as passed by them :— 
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NEW BILL. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION. 


Clause 1.—This clause gives the workman 
the choice as to whether he will proceed under 
Common Law, the Employers’ Liability Act, or 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, but does not 
allow him to proceed under the latter, as at 
present, when he has failed under the former. 
If, however, the employer admits liability under 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act when the 
workman is proceeding under either of the two 
former methods, the Judge will have power to 
make an award, but the whole of the costs will 
be charged against the workman. 


Clause 2.—Where an employer has neglected 
to comply with a statutory obligation, and a 
workman is injured thereby, the employer may 
be fined under the Factory Act an amount up 
to £1G0. The whole or any portion of this fine 
may be given by the Home Secretary to the 
injured person. Where this is done, the amount 
so given isat present taken into account by the 
Judge in making an award under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act. This is not to be 
done in future. 


Clause 3.—Notice of accident is to be given 
in writing within six days, and notice of claim 
within three months. Notice of accident has 
now to be given ‘‘as soon as practicable,” and 
the claim for compensation within six months. 
A new section now provides that proceedings 
to enforce a claim must be taken within three 
months. 


Clause 6.—Gives power to detain a ship 
where the owner or master is alleged to be liable 


‘to pay compensation under the Act. 


Clause 7.—Brings all operations on buildings 
under the Act, and definitely extends its pro- 
visions to tramways, workshops, laundries, 
dock, wharf, quay, warehouse, smithy, and by 
an amendment in the House of Lords to a 
“shoeing forge’; carters or others in the 
management of horses; carriers engaged in the 
carrying of goods or passengers by land or inland 
navigation. Workshops where less than five 
persons are employed are excluded. 


The term ‘‘dependants,’’ in case of fatal 
accidents, is thoroughly defined and extended 
so as to include all near relatives, even to half- 
brother or sister. 


Clause 8.—Provides for a new basis of com- 
pensation for persons over sixty years of age. 
This is to be, for fatal accident, £25, or total or 
partial incapacity not more than 5s. per week. 


NEW BIULL. 


——_——_ 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 


Clause 1.—This is a mischievous and dan- 
gerous suggestion, and would in many cases. 
prevent the workman getting adequate com- 
pensation, Should keep to Clause 1, 1897 Act. 


Clause 2.—This is a good clause, and should 
be supported. 


Clause 3—We think that, as the County 
Court Judge has the power to decide on what is 
‘Cag goon as practicable,” the words should be 
retained, as a short time limit would have the 
effect of depriving many workmen of the 
benefits, especially in badly organised trades, as 
it would not become generally known. 


Six months should be retained for claim, and 
also for proceedings for recovery of compensa- 
tion. 


Clause 6.—Should be supported. 


Clause 7.—This clause should include all 
workshops whether large or small. 


Should be supported. 


Clause 8.— This should be _ opposed. 
Although it is intended to assist old men to 
obtain employment it would have the effect of 
placing men of sixty who are working in a 
worse position, as the insurance companies 
would probably refuse to insure them except on 
the reduced basis. 
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(a) In the case of a younger person who is 
certified by the Medical Referee to be mentally 
or physically defective: Fatal accident, £25, or 
39 times his average weekly earnings, whichever 
is the larger; for total or partial incapacity, 
one-quarter of his average weekly earnings, or 
5s. per week, whichever is the larger. 


(0) With respect to minors, the basis is to be | 


100 per cent. where the wages are less than 20s. 
per week, but the maximum payment is not to 
exceed 10s. per week. 


Clause 9.—The basis of weekly compensation 


is retained as the average of the previous twelve 
months. Casual labour is brought in by pro- 
viding that where a workman has not been 
exclusively employed by the sare employer for 
a period of four weeks, regard is to be had to 


the average of a person in the same grade of . 


employment in the same district. 


Clause 10.—This fixes the amount of com- 
pensation in case of a review at 50 per cent. of 
the difference between what the injured person 
formerly earned and what he is earning or able 


’ to earn after the accident. 


Clause 14.—Provision is made in case of 
death for the payment into Court of the com- 
pensation due, and power is given to the Court 
to invest it for the benefit of the dependants. 
In the event of an award having been made to 
a widow and she re-marries or misconducts 
herself, the Judge has power to deprive her of 
the whole or any part of the amount, and may 
make a variation of the award in favour of the 
other dependants or of the employer. 


Clause 12.—Provides for the payment of the 
weekly compensation into Court, where a poron 
is suffering under some disability. 


Clause 13.—Provides that an injured person 
shall not be required (except by order of the 
Shedist to submit himself for medical examina- 
tion oftener than once in three months. The 


employer is to supply him, after examination, 


with a copy of the doctor’s report. In the 
event of a disagreement as to fitness to resume 
work, on the costs being deposited by the 
employer, the case has to be referred to the 
Medical Referee, whose decision as to his con- 
dition shall be conclusive evidence. If the 
workman refuses to submit to this examination 
ne compensation is to be suspended until he 
O€8 SO, 


Clause 14.—In the case of minors, where 
over twelve months have elapsed after the 
accident, the injured person may claim a 
review, and the Judge has power to award 
50 per cent. of what he probably would have 
earned at that time if no accident had occurred. 


Clause 15.—Provides that the maximum 
amount payable in redemption of a weekly pay- 
ment shall not exceed £500, 


(a) This is equally injurious and should be 
opposed. 


(b) Should be supported. 


Substitute for— 


Clause 9.—Where total or partial incapacity 
for work results from injury, a weekly payment 
shall be made to the workman during the in- 
capacity, not less than 50 per cent. based upon 
the full weekly wages or earnings of persons in 
the same grade of employment in the district, 
to be estimated as in sub-section (1). In regard 
to pieceworkers, the full weekly wages or earn- 
ings shall be ascertained by taking the four 
previous full weeks’ wages and diviting the 
total by four. 


Clause 10.—We recommend that 75 per 
cent. should be substituted for 50 per cent. 


Clause 14.—We see no reason why the 
employer should benefit, and suggest that the 
words ‘‘ or of the employer” be struck out. 


Clause 12.—Agreed to. 


Clause 13.—A good clause. 


Clause 14.—Agreed to, 


A very 
vision. 


good pro- 


Clause 15.—We object to a maximum of 
£500 being fixed, and recommend that where a — 
commutation of an award is applied for the 
Judge should decide what the injured work- | 
man is able to earn, and then fix the amount 
of the weekly compensation to which he would 
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Clause 16.—Provides that where a workman 
in receipt of weekly compensation emigrates to 
a foreign country, the payment shall cease 
unless he proves that he is permanently in- 
capacitated, when he will be entitled to a lump 
sum not exceeding 156 times his weekly com- 
pensation. 


Clause 17.—This gives the County Court 
Judge power to summon a Medical Referee to 
sit with him as Assessor. 


Clause 18.—Provides that an agreement for 
compensation shall be registered. If in the 
opinion of a registrar that on account of the in- 
sufficiency of the compensation mentioned in 
an agreement or that such agreement has been 
obtained by fraud or improper means, he may 
refuse to register and refer the matter to the 
Judge, who may make such order as he thinks 
just, or if an agreement has been registered and 
it is found out afterwards that it has been im- 
properly obtained, he may set it aside and make 
a fresh order. 


(a) Contracting out is still allowed. 


(0) No definite basis is given as to how a 
commutation of an award is to be arrived at. 


(c) The Act does not apply to seamen when 
navigating a ship. 


(d@) Diseases of occupation, such as lead 
poisoning, etc., are not included, 


«) No payment for compensation is to be 
made for the first fortnight. 


(f) The absurd system of average wages for 
the previous twelve months still exists. 


(g) No alteration is made as to the term 
‘serious and wilful misconduct.” 


(zh) No provision is made for compulsory 
insurance. 


be entitled. The basis of a commutation shall 
then be a sum equal to 75 per cent. of the 
amount required to purchase a Post Office 
Annuity to secure such weekly compensation. 


Clause 16.—Same as 15, except substitute 50 
per cent. for 75 per cent, 


Clause i7.—Substitute 


‘* Assessor,”’ 


‘* Adviser’’ for 


Clause 18.—A good clause. 


(a) We recommend that an amendment 
should be moved to delete Clause 3 of 1897 Act, 
so as to prevent contracting out. 


(6) See recommendations, Clauses 15 and 16. 


(c) We suggest that a new clause should be 
moved to secure the inclusion of seamen. 


(zd) We recommend that a new clause should 
be moved to bring in dangerous trades, such as 
lead poisoning, etc. 


(ec) We suggest that the words ‘“‘for a period 
of two weeks,” in Clause 1, 1897 Act, be deleted, 
and the words ‘‘from the date of absence from 
work through the accident’”’ be substituted. 


(f) See Recommendation, Clause 9. 


(g) Insert Clause 3 of our own Bill, as follows:— 


3. In any proceedings under this Act, or the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1897, for the 
recovery of compensation for personal injury, 
arising out of and in the course of his em- 
ployment, caused to a workman, it shall not be 
competent for his employer to set up contribu- 
tory negligence, or any other defence in such 
proceedings. 


(z) In order to secure that the injured person 
should obtain his compensation when so en- 
titled, some provision should be made for 
compulsory insurance, 


Mr. Shackleton, on behalf of your Committee, interviewed Mr. Cochrane, M.P., 
Under-Secretary at the Home Office, and copies of the above, together with the 
pronouncements of Congress on the subject, were sent’ to him for his special 
consideration, and formally acknowledged ; and, although a measure upon this 
subject had been promised in the King’s Speech for two years, your Committee 
have to report that the Bill was not proceeded with. 


a alee 
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BILLS RELATING TO SHOPS. 


In pursuance of the resolution passed at the Leeds Congress the following 
Bill was prepared :— 
SHOP CLUBS ACT (AMENDMENT). 3 
A Bixx to Extend the Provisions of Section 1 of the Shop Clubs Act, 1902, to Membership of 
Trade Unions. 
Be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same as follows :— 
1. (1) It shall be deemed to be an offence under the Shop Clubs Act, 1902, if an 
employer shall make it a condition of employment :— . 
(a) That any workman shall discontinue his membership of any Trade 
Union; or 
(b) That any member shall not become a member of any Trade Union. 
(2) In this Act the expression ‘‘ Trade Union” has the same meaning as in the Trade - 
Union Act Amendment Act, 1876. 


2. This Act may be cited as the Shop Clubs Act Amendment Act, 1905. ; 


Your Committee approached Mr. Broadhurst, M.P., with a view to his 
introducing the measure into Parliament. This he agreed to do. . 


On the 20th April, 1905, the following letter was received from the 
Co-operative Union :— 
April 19th, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Woods, 

A Bill entitled ‘Shop Clubs Bill” has been introduced in the House of Commons by 
Mr. Broadhurst and is backed by Mr. Bell and others. We understand this Bill is being 
promoted by your Parliamentary Committee. Do you think there would be any objection 
to include within the scope of the Bill ‘‘membership of an Industrial and Provident 
Society’ as well as membership of a Trade Union? I have written Mr. Bell on the 
matter, and he is quite agreeable if your Parliamentary Committee are willing that this 
should be done. 

You are aware how the members of co-operative societies have been boycotted by 
employers of labour on account of their connection with the Co-operative movement, and 
we would like to make it an offence for an employer of labour to make it a condition of. 
employment that a person should cease to be a member of a co-operative society. The 
addition of six words to the Bill would answer the purpose. 


I shall be pleased to hear what you think of this suggestion at your early convenience. 
Yours truly, 

(Signed) J. C. Gray. 
At their meeting on the 20th April, 1905, your Committee discussed 
the proposed alterations in the Bill, and finally agreed to accept it as 

amended below :— 
SHOP CLUBS ACT (AMENDMENT). 

A Brit to extend the provisions of Section 1 of the Shop Clubs Act, 1902, to membership of 

Trade Unions and Industrial and Provident Societies. . 


Be it enacted by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :— 

1. (1) It shall be deemed to be an offence under the Shop Clubs Act, 1902, if an 
employer shall make it a condition of employment— 

(a) That any workman shall discontinue his membership of any Trade 
Union, or of any Industrial and Provident Society ; or 

(b) That any workman shall not become a member of any Trade Union or of 
any Industrial and Provident Society. 

(2) In this Act the expression ‘‘ Trade Union” has the same meaning as in the Trade 
Union Act Amendment, 1876; and ‘Industrial and Provident Society” means any 
Society registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1892. ; 

2. This Act may be cited as the Shop Clubs Act Amendment Act, 1905. 


Mr. Broadhurst was communicated with, and requested to have the Bill 
amended in the manner indicated. A letter was received from him by your 
Committee stating he would endeavour to get the Bill as altered re-introduced. 
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(1) STEAM ENGINE AND BOILERS BILL. (2) COMPULSORY WEIGHING, (3) TRAFFIC 
REGULATION, 


The Bills in connection with these subjects were placed in the hands of 
Members of Parliament, but, as with many other important measures, there 
was no opportunity given to bring them before the House for second reading 
during the past Session. The first Bill named above was placed in the hands 
of Mr. J. Wilson, M.P., and the other two in the care of Mr. Shackleton, M.P. 


MINES EMPLOYMENT BILL. 


At their meeting on 9th March, 1905, your Committee had under con- 
sideration the best method of helping the miners to get this Bill passed into 
law. They decided that the Committee should attend at the House for the 
purpose of lobbying the Members, and sent out the following Whip :— 

March 14th, 1905. 

Dear Sir, 

I am instructed by the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress to 


respectfully ask if you will do them the honour of voting for the ‘‘ Mines Employment 
Bill,’ which is down for second reading on Friday, March 17th, 1905. 


I have the honour to be, 
Yours faithfully, 
S. Woops. 


The Bill passed its second reading, but failed to pass through the Standing 
Committee on Law. 


ed 


HOURS OF LABOUR. 


In connection with the resolution passed on the above subject, the follow- 

ing Bill was prepared :— 
TEXTILE WORKERS’ SATURDAY AND SUNDAY HOLIDAYS. 
A Birx to Prohibit Employment between Noon on Saturday and Six o’clock on Monday 
Morning in Woollen, Worsted, and Silk Factories. 

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows :-— 


1. (1) Ina textile factory in which there is carried on the process of preparing, 
manufacturing, or finishing wool, worsted or silk, or any process incidental to the manu- 
facture thereof, no person shall be employed between noon on Saturday and six o’clock in 
the morning on the following Monday. 


(2) When a person is employed contrary to the provisions of this Act he shall be 
deemed to be employed contrary to the provisions of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901 
(hereinafter called the principal Act). 

2. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of January, 1906. 

3, This Act may be cited as the Textile Workers’ Saturday and Sunday Holidays 
Act, 1905, and shall be construed as one with the principal Act. 

Your Committee having agreed to the Bill as framed, it was sent, with the 
Bakehouse Bill referred to in the resolution of Congress, to Mr. John 
Burns, M.P., who was asked, in his capacity as chairman of the Labour group, 
to get the Bills introduced. 


AIDING THE BLIND. 
A Bill was prepared on this subject, entitled “A Bill to provide for the 


“Technical Education, Employment, and Maintenance of the Blind,” and sent 


likewise to Mr. J. Burns, M.P., with a request that the measure should be 
introduced by a Labour member. 


penile 
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NOTIFICATION OF ACCIDENTS. 


The Government, on the 1st March, 1905, introduced a Bill entitled ‘ The 
Accidents (Mines and Factories) Bill, which contained a clause limiting the 
time of notice of accident. When an accident occurred the Bill provided that 
particulars should be sent forthwith to the Inspector. Obviously, this was 
harmful to the workers, and your Committee at their meeting, 9th March, 
decided to strenuously oppose it. Messrs. Bell and Shackleton wére requested 
to consult the Labour group in the House with a view to suitable action being 
taken to prevent such a clause from becoming law. Ultimately, the Bill was 
withdrawn on July 17th. 
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CHARACTER-NOTE SYSTEM. 


It will be remembered that the resolution on this subject that was passed 
at the Leeds Congress was as follows :— 

“That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee to take into considera- 
tion the question of introducing a Bill into Parliament with a view to stopping the 
practice of workers, including those employed in the distributive trade, being prevented 
from obtaining employment through the system adopted by some employers of issuing 
character notes evidently designed to prevent another employer from engaging people wha 
have left their employ,.’’ 

A Bill was duly drawn up and submitted to your Committes. After 
consideration, they decided to place it in the hands of Mr. Bell, M.P. 


DISFRANCHISEMENT OF PERSONS RECEIVING POOH LAW 
RELIEF. 


A Bill was introduced into Parliament by Mr. Schwann, MP., on the 
17th February last, supported by the Labour Members of Parliament, which had 
for its object the prevention of disfranchisement of persons in receipt of 
Poor Law relief. Your Committee, knowing the importance to the workers of 
getting such a Bill passed, decided at their meeting 9th March, 1905, to write 
to the Prime Minister on the subject, and instructed their two members in the 
House to thank Mr. Schwann for introducing the measure, and to state that 
they were willing to assist him in any way practicable. 

The following is a copy of the letter sent to the Prime Minister :-— 

The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P., March 13th, 1905. 

Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury. | , 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to the deputation which you were good enough to permit to be 
brought before you February 7th last on the subject of the unemployed, you will 
remember that the question of the prevention of the disfranchisement of persons 
receiving Poor Law relief was brought to your notice. . 

I am instructed by my Committee to call your attention to a small one-clause Bill on 
the subject, presented to the House by Mr. Schwann, M.P., and entitled ‘‘ Voting Dis- 
qualification (Poor, Law) Removal.’’ My Committee respectfully request, on behalf of — 
the Trade Unions of the country, that you will do them the honour of supporting the 


Bill when brought before the House for second reading. I beg to enclose copy of the 
Bill herewith, es 
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Iam, yours respectfully, 4 
S. Woops, Secretary. - 


The following is a copy of the reply received : 
[Copy.] 
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10, Downing Street, Whitehall, S.W. 
. March 22nd, 1905. 
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Dear Sir, 

Mr. Balfour desires me to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which you have — 
addressed to him on behalf of the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, in 
favour of the Voting Disqualification (Poor Law) Removal Bill, 

T remain, Bee 
Yours faithfully, 6 a 
S. Woods, Esq. | (Signed) sant I M, Baie 
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WAGES—-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS. 


The resolution passed at the last Congress was in the following terms :— 


‘* Hor the purpose of giving definite expression to the Model Employer Resolution, 
unanimously passed in the House of Commons on March 3rd, 1893, this Congress instructs 
its Parliamentary Committee to get a resolution moved in the House of Commons, either 
on the introduction of the Estimates or by ballot, containing clauses demanding :— 


‘‘(a) The payment of not less than the day or piece rates of wages and 
conditions of employment as are mutually agreed upon between employers 
and Trade Unions representing the employés doing similar work in the same 
district ; and it is the opinion of this Congress that the minimum amount of 
earnings sbould be 30s. per week for unskilled labour in the London district. 


‘‘(b) Full compliance by the Government with the Factory and Workshop 
Acts. 

**(c) Abolition of classification and the granting of equal opportunities for 
every employé to reach the maximum. 

*«(d) Legitimate use of the right of combination.” 


Your Committee duly considered the best steps for carrying out this 
resolution, and requested one of their members to interview Mr. Crooks, M.P., 
on their behalf with reference to the subject. Mr. Crooks agreed to ballot for 
the resolution, and, if successful, to frame one in conjunction with your 
Committee, to be duly submitted. We regret to have to report that throughout 
the whole session Mr. Crooks was unsuccessful in the ballot, and therefore 
there was no opportunity to bring the question before Parliament. 


THE REFUSAL OF THE GOVERNMENT TO RECOGNISE THEIR 
EMPLOYEES’ TRADE UNIONS. 


On several occasions the Labour members and their friends in the House 
of Commons have endeavoured to persuade the Government to recognise the 
right of the workpeople in their employ to have all their grievances placed 
before the department concerned by the officials of the Trade Union to which 
they belong. This has been so long acknowledged by private employers in 
every part of the country that your Committee feel the time has come when an 
effort should be made to rouse public opinion in favour of granting to the work- 
people of the State the elementary rights of every Trade Unionist. With this 
object in view we printed a report of the proceedings in the House of Commons 
on March 30th last, and distributed it to the Trade Unions. We suggested 
that you should bring this matter before the attention of your members of 
Parliament and also the candidates who are selected in view of a General 
Hlection. 


WORKMEN’S TRAINS. 


The Select Committee appointed by the House of Commons in 1903, to 
inquire into the provision of workmen’s trains by the railway, companies 
generally, under the Cheap Trains Act, 1883, have just completed their inquiry 
and issued their report. They make the following recommendations :— 


(1) That applicants should have an equal right with railway companies (a) to request 
the Board ot Trade to refer to the Railway Commissioners the matter in controversy, 
(b) to appeal to the Railway Commissioners against any order of the Board of Trade. 

(2) That in the case of districts which are in process of development, but in which 
there are not yet enough workmen to warrant a workmen’s train, power should be given 
to the Statutory Tribunal to direct the issue of workmen’s tickets for use in selected trains. 

(3) That in the case of districts within the twenty-mile radius of London, which are 
not at present certified as Urban Districts under Section 2, Sub-section 3, of the Cheap 
Trains Act, where a railway company provides adequate workmen’s service, such districts 
should be regarded as urban for the purpose of the remission of duty. 

(4) That when a railway company displaces workmen’s dwellings under statutory 
powers, it should not be under obligation to erect others within a mile radius of those 
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displaced. But powers should be given to the company to acquire land in the suburbs, 
erect workmen's dwellings there, and convey the workmen by cheap trains. 


(5) That power be conferred on the Statutory Tribunal to deal with the conditions 
under which tickets for workmen’s trains are issued, so as to secure that (a) when desired, 
daily workmen’s tickets should be issued; (b) when tickets are issued in sets, a reasonable 
margin of time should be allowed within which these tickets should be available; and 
(c) that full and clear information be made public relative to the hours and fares and 
conditions generally under which workmen’s trains are run by each railway company. 

(6) That the statutory limitation of the hours (six o’clock in the evening and eight 
o’clock in the morning) between which the running of workmen’s trains is obligatory be 
removed; and, geverally, that the question of the hours of arrival and departure of 
workmen’s trains be left entirely to the discretion of the Statutory Tribunal. 


(7) That where workwomen travel in considerable numbers on any particular train 
certain carriagés should be set aside for the use of women only, and that overcrowding in 
such cases should be avoided. 

(8) That railway companies should extend the same facilities to individual sailors 


. 


as they now give to parties of five from their port of discharge to their home. 
(9) That all Local Government authorities should have the same powers of complaint 


as are given in Clause 7 of the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, and that they may 
be given a similar locus standi in regard to such questions before Committees of the Houses 
of Parliament on Railway Bills. 
The recommendations are reasonable so far as they go, but we regret no 
reference is made as to fares. 


The report was presented too late for Parliament to do anything in the 
matter this Session, but hope the matter will be dealt with in the next. 


CONFERENCE AT CAXTON HALL, LONDON, 


With a view to securing unity in all ranks of the Labour and Trade 
Unions, a meeting was arranged at Caxton Hall, 16th February last, to draw up 
an amicable arrangement whereby the three Committees would work 
harmoniously in the interests of Labour at the next General Election. 


Mr. J. Sexton, Chairman of your Committee, presided. 


There were present: Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Commuttee— 
J. Sexton, R. Bell, M.P., D. J. Shackleton, M.P., C. W. Bowerman, 
W. J. Davis, D. C. Cummings, A. H. Gill, J. Haslam, W. B. Hornidge, 
W. CG. Steadman, W. Thorne, A. Wilkic, W. J. Bolton (for Mr. Woods). 
General Federation of Trade Unions—T. Ashton, G. N. Barnes, J. Crinion, 
Pete Curran, J. O’Grady, J. Maddison, T. Mallalieu, B. Tillett, J. Wazd, 
A. Gee, J. Holmes, I. Mitchell. Labour Representation Committee— 
J. Keir Hardie, M.P., A. Henderson, M.P., J. R. Clynes, J. Conley, 
J. N. Bell, J. Hodge, W. Hudson, J. Parker, H. R. Pease, J. 3. Stephenson, 
B. Turner, W. H. Wilkinson, J. R. Macdonald. 


The following were the findings of the Conference :-— 


1. All candidates adopted by the Labour Representation Committee under 
its constitution shall receive the loyal and hearty support of all sections of the 
Labour party. 


9. All Labour and Trade Union candidates approved by the Parliamentary 
Committee, in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Trades Union 
Congress, shall receive the support of the Labour Representation Committee, 
in so far as its constitution allows and in the same manner as Mr. T. Richards 
in West Monmouth. | 


3. Members of the Labour Representation Committee shall not be con- 
sidered disloyal in refusing to support any Labour candidate adopted on any 
party platform except that of Labour; and, further, that the candidates 
anitoyee by the committee represented here to-day shall offer no opposition to 
each other. | 
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4. That the Labour Representation Committee make it clear that their 
national constitution does not require abstention on the part of electors in 
constituencies where no Labour candidate is running. 


CO-OPERATIVE PRINTING PRESS AND LABOUR NEWSPAPER. 


At the Congress held in Leeds the following resolution was, after 
considerable discussion, passed, and remitted to your Committee :— 


‘‘That with a view of putting into effect the resolution carried unanimously at the 

last Trades Union Congress in favour of launching a daily Labour paper, it be an in- 

struction to the Parliamentary Committee to take steps to form a Co-operative Labour 

| Press, on the lines of the following scheme, drafted by the London Printing Trade 

eo” Societies, and to issue the prospectus to every Trade Union in Great Britain, together 
with an urgent appeal to them to take up shares.” 





It will be remembered that at the Leicester Congress a resolution was 
| unanimously passed approving the establishment of a daily paper devoted to the 
interests of Labour, and that as the result of a Conference with the representa- 
tives of the General Federation of Trades and the Labour Representation Com- 
mittee, a Joint Circular was issued to the trades in May of last year recom- 
mending the establishment of a weekly paper, to be started with a capital of 
from £30,000 to £40,000, and pointing out that if it was decided to start a daily 
paper, a sum of from £120,000 to £150,000 would be required. It will also be 
| remembered that the response to the circular inquiry re the measure of 
| financial support likely to be accorded to the scheme was of an extremely 
disappointing character. 


It was, however, pointed out that the necessity that Labour should own 
and control a paper entirely devoted to its interests has been long and 
| keenly felt, and this necessity has been emphasised recently by the fact that to 
a large extent the leading journals of this country are being bought up by a few 
capitalists for the purpose of advocating policies inimical to the best interests 
of workmen. 


| 

| Your Committee, therefore, invited the earnest attention of the various 
| trades to the resolution passed, and to the draft prospectus as submitted to 
last Congress. 
| 


———— 





The societies were requested to answer the following questions : 


No. 1. Do you favour the establishment of a Co-operative Printing 
Press and the starting of a daily Labour paper ? 


No. 2. How much money is your society prepared to invest ? 


The replies received in response to their circular did not warrant your 
Committee in proceeding with the scheme. 





COLLECTIVE SCHEME FOR THE INSURANCE OF CHILDREN OF 
TRADE UNIONISTS. 


The following resolution was adopted at the Leeds Congress in September 
ast :— 

«That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee to invite 
the organised trades to submit to it, for consideration, any scheme or 
schemes on collective industrial insurance, and that the Committee shall 
arrange and present such proposals to the next Congress, or to a Con- 
ference specially convened for such purpose.” 


In compliance with this instruction your Committee invited the organised 
trades to forward suggestions or any new scheme or schemes for consideration. 
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Societies who agreed to the scheme of the Parliamentary Committee, 
subject to approval of the Rules and Regulations, were asked to notify on or 
before April 30th their willingness or otherwise to join the Collective Insurance 
Department if established. 


The replies were not of a satisfactory character, and your Committee regret 
that the time spent in producing an excellent report upon the matter has not 
had a more satisfactory consideration and approval. 


JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE TRADES UNION CONGRESS PARLIA- 
MENTARY COMMITTEE AND CO-OPERATIVE UNION. 


The members appointed by your Committee and the Co-operative Union 
to form the above Joint Committee were as follow :—Parliamentary Committee 
—J. Sexton, D. J. Shackleton, A. Wilkie, W. Thorne. Co-operatwe Umon 
Limted—J. Johnston, §. Fairbrother, T. B. Butterworth, H. J. May. 


In pursuance of the resolution passed at the Leeds Congress to the effect 
that the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee should hold a 
conference with the representatives of the Co-operative Union to devise, if 
possible, some scheme to prevent conflicts between co-operative stores 
committees and their employés, such as the recent Werndale Co-operative 
Stores dispute, a joint committee meeting was duly held on the 17th December, 
1904, to consider the matter. After some discussion it was decided that no 
better scheme could be devised than the one already in existence, and on 
January 23rd, 1905, a circular was sent to the trades calling attention to the 
following basis of the constitution of the joint committee :— 


RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF JOINT COMMITTEE. 


1. That there be a Joint Committee of representatives of the Trades Union Congress 
Parliamentary Committee and the Co-operative Union. 

2. That the duty of this Committee shall be to make full inquiry into all disputes 
arising between the co-operative societies and their employés. 

3. That the Committee, on hearing of any such dispute, shall communicate with the 
parties thereto, and offer their services as arbitrators. iS 

4. That, in the event of the offer of the Committee being declined, they shall have 
power, on their own initiative, to make all necessary inquiry, if in their discretion such action 
be deemed justifiable. 

5. That the applications for the services of this Committee be made as follow :— 


(a) By any body of Trade Unionists—to the secretary of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the Trades Union Congress. 
(b) By any co-operative society—to the secretary of the Co-operative Union. 

6. On a dispute arising between a Trade Union and a Co-operative Society, the Trade 
Union shall intimate the difference to the Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee, and on 
the Trade Union agreeing to pay the expenses that may be incurred, if not otherwise met by 
the parties involved : 

The matter be at once placed before the Joint Committee of the Parliamentary 
Committee and Co-operative Union ; 

Or be immediately referred to impartial referees mutually appointed by the parties to 
the dispute, whose decision in either case shall be final and binding. 

__%. Any co-operative or trade society delaying or refusing to have the difference arranged 
by either of these means be reported to the Trades Union Corgress and Co-operative Congress, 
to be further dealt with. 5 

DISPUTES. 


(a) That co-operative factories, workshops, and stores should pay the recognised 
Trades Union rate of wages, and work the recognised union hours prevailing in 
each particular branch of industry and in the district in which their workshops, 
factories, or stores are situated. 

{b) All complaints on the part of a society or its workers in regard to the conditions 
of labour connected with that particular society should be submitted to the 
Joint Committee before either a strike or lock-out takes place. 
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(c) Any society or body of workers acting contrary to this regulation (b) shall be 
deemed. to be in the wrong until work has been resumed and the matter in 
dispute submitted in a constitutional way to the Joint Committee. 

(dz) In the event of either co-operative committees or the workmen interested 
refusing to abide by the decision of the Joint Committee, they shall be reported 
to their respective Congresses, who may deal with them by expulsion or otherwise. 


A statement of the cases that have come before the Joint Committee 
during the past year will be found at the end of this report. 





AN ASSOCIATION TO PROMOTE THE HIGHER EDUCATION 
OF WORKING MEN. 


The above Association—which has for its object the higher education of 
the workers, primarily by the extension of university teaching; also by the 
development of an efficient school continuation system, and the assistance of 
working class efforts of a specifically educational character—applied to the 
Committee to send representatives to act on the Executive Committee of the 
Association. Your Committee elected Mr. Shackleton to attend provisionally. 
His report was submitted to a full meeting of your Committee, who decided to 
appoint two of their members, Messrs. Shackleton and Bell, to represent them 
upon the Advisory Committee of the Association. 


SECRETARYSHIP. 


At their meeting on the 18th May, your Committee passed the following 
resolution, which was sent to the Trade Unions :— 

“‘That in consequence of the great and increasing amount of work now devolving 
upon the office, the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee recommend to the 
Trade Unions affiliated to Congress that the new Secretary appointed shall be required to 
devote the whole of his time to his duties.” 

Seeing that nominations for the secretaryship were sent in under the 
present Standing Orders, any change of Standing Orders requiring the secretary 
to devote the whole of his time to the office should not come into force until 
the appointment of the secretary in 1906. 


SPHCIAL PROPAGANDA WORK. 


In connection with the public meetings held during the past year on the 
Trades Dispute Bill, your Committee have had under earnest consideration the 
necessity for very active propaganda work during the coming year. The urgent 
necessity for speedy and proper legislation on the subject of trade disputes, 
workmen’s compensation, unemployment, and other Labour matters, entails 
increased activity on the-part of your Committee, and it is their opinion that 
if our objects are to be accomplished, they must, apart from the work 
ordinarily performed by them, more fully develop the lines of activity taken 
recently. We specially invite the attention of the delegates to this matter, 
and would urge upon them to discuss the question, with a view to supporting 
the Committee in meeting any additional expenditure which may be required 
in carrying out the special work of propaganda in an effective manner. 


PROPOSED ALTERATIONS TO STANDING ORDERS Nos. 4 & 18. 
No. 4 Standing Order provides for sending the names and addresses of 
delegates 14 days prior to the meeting of Congress. 3 
No. 18 Standing Order provides for the closing of the accounts on July 
81st, and balance sheets to be sent out to the officia! correspondents of the 
trades not less than 14 days before the meeting of Congress: 
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Your Committee propose that an alteration should be made whereby the 
delegates’ names and addresses ghall be sent in by the end of July, as by the 
present method many societies waiting till the delegates are chosen, often after 
81st July, delay sending in the delegates’ fees till after the financial year has 


closed. 


ALTERED STANDING ORDER. | 
It will be remembered that at the last Congress, Standing Order No. 11 


was altered to read as follows :— 

In all Parliamentary elections where any Labour candidates are seeking election to 
the House of Commons, tbe Parliamentary Committee to endorse and support such 
candidates, providing any of the following conditions are observed by the candidates : 
(1) That such candidates are in favour of the reforms that may be advocated by the ~ 
trades Union Congress. (2) That their candidature is endorsed by a bond-fide Trade 
Union, the General Federation of Trade Unions, or the Labour Representation Committee. 


cordingly your Committee prepared the following letter to be sent to Labour 
candidates applying for the endorsement of their candidature in any Parliamen- 


tary election :— 


Dear Sir, 
In reply to your letter of the veseeeessFequesting the endorsement of your 


Parliamentary Candidature by the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, I beg 
+o submit on the other side several questions for your consideration. 


On receipt of your answers, the Committee, acting under Standing No. 11 passed at 
the Leeds Congress, will take into consideration the endorsement of your candidature. 


Yours faithfully, . 
S. Woops, Secretary. 
(1) Are you in favour of the reforms endorsed by the Trades Union Congress ? 
(2) Has your candidature been endorsed : : 
(a) By a bond fide Trade Union? (State the name of Trade Umon) 
(b) By the General Federation of Trade Unions ? or 
(c) By the Labour Representation Committee ? 


Spats yd Bee sa re A eee XS 5 oe eF becas te 


Signed. .ccccceccecvecvcecs 
Datechiecsie es vie ce wece ae 


DISPUTE BETWEEN THE GASWORKERS AND GENERAL 
LABOURERS AND THE BLASTFURNACEMEN. : 


Your Committee received a letter, dated 26th October, from the National 
Union of Gasworkers and General Labourers, in reference to a complaint against 
the National Federation of Blastfurnacemen, to the effect that the latter had 
‘nduced men to leave the Gasworkers and General Labourers’ Union to join the 
Blastfurnacemen’s Federation. 

The matter was discussed by your Committee, who decided to communicate 
‘vith the two societies asking them if they were agreeable to the case being 


submitted to the arbitration of a specially appointed committee. 
This being agreed to, we appointed Mr. R. Bell, Mr. D. J. Shackleton, 
and Mr. A. Wilkie to form a Sub-Committee to inquire into the case. 


The following is their report :— 


To the Parliamentary Committee, T.U.C., 

Gentlemen,—In accordance with the decision at your last meeting, we, the undersigned, 
met at Middlesbrough on January 5th to inquire into the differences, reported to you, which 
existed between the above unions. 

There were present on behalf of the Gasworkers’ Union, Mr. W. Thorne, General Secre- 
tary, Mr.-Lynas, of Sunderland, District Secretary, and the following witnesses; Messrs, 
Grainger, King, Richardson, Nychvist, and Gilby. | . 
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On behalf of the Blastfurnacemen’s Union: Messrs. Walls, General Secretary, J, 
Loughran, District Secretary, Ainsworth, Meek, Green, Taylor, Carroll, Greenwell, Parkin, 
Moss, Hanrathy, Mosey, and Marquiss. 

Mr. R. Bell was elected by the Sub-Committee as Chairman. 


The Biastfurnacemen’s Union cater for men inside the blastfurnace yards, but do not 
accept skilled tradesmen in these yards. 

The Gasworkers’ Union accept all classes of workmen except mechanics, while both 
unions take in blastfurnacemen and cokemen. The latter men, however, are taken by the 


Blastfurnacemen’s Union only in the Cleveland and Durham districts when working in con- 
nection with the blast furnaces. 


With the question of the two societies overlapping in securing members we are not 
concerned, the subject not having been referred to us. 


Mr. Thorne, on behalf of his society, put in his statement, and the several witnesses 
were then examined upon this statement. He also put in a circular issued by the National 
Federation of Blastfurnacemen, containing a report of the Quarterly Council Meeting of that 
body held at Middlesbrough on October 12th, 1904. This report contained the following 
paragraph :— 

“4, After a lengthy report by Mr. T. Carroll on the recent struggle for supremacy 
between the Gasworkers and the Blastfurnacemen’s Association at the Cargo Fleet 

Coke Works, it was moved by Mr. Hewling, seconded by Mr. Joice, ‘That the Cargo 

Fleet Cokemen be allowed to have a lodge of their own.’ ‘All in favour.” 

After the whole of the evidence had been taken, and the witnesses cross-examined by 
representatives of the Blastfurnacemen, Mr. Loughran, on behalf of the latter union. put in 
his statement and reply, after which the whole of their witnesses were cross-examined by Mr. 
Thorne. 


The inquiry was a very exhaustive one, lasting from 11 o’clock in the morning until 
after 7 o’clock in the evening. 


Your Committee find that one of the principal causes of the difference between the two 
unions is Mr. T. Carroll, late chairman of the local branch of the Gasworkers’ Union, and 
now chairman of the local branch of the Blastfuraacemeén’s Union, who appears to have had a 
personal difference between the Gasworkers and himself, which seemed to us to have been the 
first cause of the dispute, after which he appears to have used his influence in getting the 
members of the Gasworkers’ Union to join the Blastfurnacemen’s Union. The evidence 
proved that he, in his capacity as an ordinary member, issued a card, the following of which 


Bees NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BLASTFURNACEMEN, 
(Cleveland and Durham District.) 
J. Loucuran, Secretary. 26, Borough Road W., Middlesbrough. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


All workmen employed at or about blastfurnaces wishful to join 
or transfer to this Association may do so by applying to— 


Mr. Tom CaRrroxt, Cargo Fleet Works. 
It was also stated in the evidence that whilst chairman of the blastfurnacemen’s local 


branch, he caused to be issued a list of names of men who were not members of the Blast- 


furnacemen’s Union to the delegates of the said union with the assertion that those who 
refused to join were to be handed in to the office. 

We disapprove of such conduct, which cannot be defended by Trade Unionists. 

The evidence of the witnesses clearly demonstrated that they were greatly influenced in 
leaving the gasworkers and joining the blastfurnacemen by the position taken up by the firm, 
as stated in their letter to the gasworkers’ district secretary, dated July 18th, 1904, in which 
they said: ‘It is the intention of the company to work the coke ovens under the rules of the 
Blastfurnacemen’s Association.” 


Summarised, the main points of the charzes made by the Gasworkers against the 
Blastfurnacemen are as follow :— 


(1) That Mr. Loughran had visited the works, and had, on several occasions, interviews 
with the management, whilst he had not a member employed at the coke ovens, and 


(2) That he was subsequently fully aware of the work of T, Carroll, and yet refused to 
take any action, and that the correspondence between H. Lynas and the management goes to 
show that Mr. Loughran was using the influence of the firm to get the men to join the society. 


(3) That the notices placed on the works, and the information contained in the quarterly 
council minutes, show that he had knowledge of what was going on all the time. 
DECISION. 
We find that, in regard to No. 1, Mr. Loughran visited the works, but the evidence did 


not show that these visits were in connection with the men employed at the coke ovens. 
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With regard to Nos. 2 and 3: To the first part the evidence did show that Mr, Loughran 
was more or less cognisant of Carroll’s action, and we are further justified in this conclusion 
by the report issued by Mr. Loughran of their council meeting held on October 12th, above 
referred to. The evidence, however, did not justify the statement that he (Mr. Loughran) was 
using the influence of the firm to get the men to leave the gasworkers to join the blast- 
furnacemen. 

Cost oF INQUIRY. 


With regard to the cost of this inquiry, taking the whole of the evidence into considera. 


tion, and our decision thereon, we decide that the expenses should be borne by the Blast- 
furnacemen’s Union. 


Trusting that our labours will meet with your approval, 
We beg to remain, 
Yours sincerely, . 
(Signed) RICHARD BELL. 
D, J. SHACKLETON, 
Auex, WILKIE. 


The foregoing report was presented to your full Committee at their meeting 
19th January, and adopted. 


POST-OFFICE LABOUR CONDITIONS. 


The Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, having informed your 
Committee of unjust conditions of labour under which carpenters and 
joiners have to work in the Post Office, requested Mr. D, J. Shackleton 
to have a question put on the subject to the Postmaster-General, 3rd April, 
1908. 


The following is a copy of the question and answer :— 


Mr. Shackleton—To ask the Postmaster-General whether, seeing that carpenters and 
joiners obtaining employment at the Post Office telegraph and telephone factory, Mount 
Pleasant, Clerkenwell, after serving one month probationary period, passing a satisfactory 
medical examination, and being vaccinated in accordance with the requirements of the 
establishment, are required as an absolute condition of further employment to execute the 
work at prices which they have no voice in arranging on what is known as the piecework 
system, he will take steps to bring the conditions of labour for joiners in this factory into” 
harmony with those of private employers who pay by the hour, and so enable Trade Unionists 
to participate in this Government work without violating the local rules of the district and 
the general rules of their respective societies, 


Lord Stanley—I am not prepared to abandon the piecework system in the Post Office 
Factory. 


EDUCATION—PHYSICAL DETERIORATION. 


To carry out the resolution of the Congress your Committee co-operated 
with the London Trades Council and the Social Democratic Federation in 
organising a conference to consider the subject of State Maintenance of 
Children. Your Committee appointed Mr. W. Thorne to act for them on the 
organising committee. The Guildhall of London was lent for the purpose by 
the City Corporation, and Sir John Gorst, M.P., presided. The conference 
took place on Friday, January 20th. : 


The President of the Local Government Board has issued an Order to 
Boards of Guardians to give relief to children who were not supplied with 
adequate food, exacting the cost, where possible, from the parents. An Order 
to this effect was issued to the Boards of Guardians in April last. The relief 
is in nocase to be given in money, but always in the form of the actual food 
required. Complete discretion is. vested in the Guardians on the question 
whether relief is to be given as a loan or as Poor Law relief in the ordinary 
sense; and the idea seems to be tha? where the relief ig taken ag ® loan it will 
not disfranchisé the father, 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


At their meeting on 27th J uly, 1905, your Committee passed the following 
resolutions :— 


Lonpon Exzorric PowER Company Brun, 


(1) “That the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress expresses its surprise at the London and District Electric Power 
Company Bill having passed the second reading, seeing that it will tend to 
create @ monopoly of the supply of electric power in the Metropolitan area, 
and that such monopoly is against the interests of the workers, and the 
Committee sincerely trust that every effort will be made to prevent the 
Bill from becoming law.” 

Tramways Bix, 


(2) ‘That. the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress enters its emphatic protest against the unsympathetic attitude 
8 of London of the majority of the members of the 
rejection of the Tramways Bill, 

cil, and the Committee 


its Bill, which, if carried, will not only confer a much-needed, and too long 
deferred, boon upon the workers living in the South and South-Hastern 
districts of the Metropolis, but will also meet the general convenience of 
the residents on both sides of the River Thames.” 


Besides being communicated to the Press, copies of this resolution were 
sent to the Prime Minister, the Lord Chancellor, the Chairman of the London 
County Council, and Mr. John Burns, each of whom sent acknowledgments of 
the receipt of the same, 


STRIKE OF LiveRPootr, Dockers. 


In connection with the strike in which the Liverpool dockers are involved, 

as reported that in connection with the importation of blackleg labour, the 
health regulations of the city were being seriously violated, and your Committee 
passed the following resolution :— 


‘‘ That this Committee ex pressesits sincere sympathy with the Liverpool 
Dockers in their fight for the right of combination, and wishes them success. 
It also condemns strongly the action of the local authorities in allowing a 

ealth Act and the Dock Board Regulations by the housing 

men in the sheds under insanitary conditions, and the 

icipal Labour Bureau for being made the medium of 

Supplying men to take the places of Trade Unionists in dispute with 
their employers.” 


_ This resolution was duly communicated to the Lord Mayor of Liverpool 
and to the Mayor of Birkenhead. Acknowledgments of the resolution were 
received, also the following letter from the Town Clerk of Liverpool :— 


Town Olerk’s Office, Municipal Buildings, Liverpool, W., 
81st July, 1905, 
MEN AT DOCK SHEDS, SOUTH END, 
Dear Sir, 

The Lord Mayor has handed to me your letter of the 27th inst,, and I have to inform 
you that the Health Committee have made careful inquiries into this matter, and have 
also received a report from the Medical th, and they are of Opinion that u 
to the present time nothing has occurred at the sheds with reference to which they can 
take any action. 

The Committee have, howevy t, instructed the Medical Officer of Health to cause 
inspectors to keep constant wach over the premises, and to furnish a report to him 
daily, 

‘ Yours truly, 
S. Woods, Esq. (Signed) Hpwarp R, Pickmerz, Town Clerk, 
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RESOLUTION ON PEACE. 


In connection with the King of Portugal’s visit to the King last year, and 
His Majesty’s speech on that occasion, your Committee gave instructions for 
the following letter to be sent to him :— 


[Copy.] 
November 17th, 1904. 
To His Majesty King Edward VII. 
Your MAJESTY, 

I am instructed by the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress 
(representing two million organised workers of the United Kingdom) to express in their 
name their sincere gratification at the tenor of your Majesty’s speech relating to the 
treaty with Portugal. 

We heartily appreciate your hepe that both countries may long continue to work 
together for the cause of humanity and the maintenance of peace. 

We feel confident that your Majesty’s expression will find a sympathetic echo in the 
hearts of your subjects, and we, as a portion of them, beg most respectfully to express the 
hope that your Majesty may long be spared to help on the good cause of international 
peace and the good of humanity. 

On behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, 


(Signed) JAMES SEXTON, Chairman. 


The following letter in reply was received :— 


Home Office, Whitehall, 
29th November, 1904. 


Si, . 

I am instructed by the Secretary of State to inform you that your loyal and dutiful 
message to the King, of the 17th November, expressing on behalf of the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Trades Union Congress sincere gratification at, and appreciation of, His 
Majesty’s recent speech with reference to the Treaty concluded with Portugal, has been 
laid before His Majesty, who was pleased to receive the same very graciously. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) JNO. CHALMERS. 
The Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
of the Trades Union Congress, 
Albany Buildings, 47, Victoria Street, 8. W. 


INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND ARBITRATION CONGRESS. 


The following letter was handed to Mr. Pete Curran on his departure to 
America to attend the International Peace and Arbitration Congress, which 
was held in Boston, October, 1904 :— . 

The President, 20th September, 1904. 
International Peace and Arbitration Congress, Boston. 
Dear Sir, 

The delegates of the Trades Union Congress, representing nearly 1,500,000 Trade 
Unionists of Great Britain, at their meeting in Leeds, September 6th, 1904, unanimously 
passed a resolution to the effect that their fraternal greetings be sent to the forthcoming 
International Peace and Arbitration Congress to be held in Boston of America. Mr. Pete 
Curran, one of the delegates, and the bearer of this letter, was requested by the Congress 
to convey these fraternal greetings to you. ' 

The delegates of the Congress desire to express themselves as absolutely opposed to 
war, and earnestly pray that the results of your meeting will be to mightily strengthen 
the cause of peace, and promote the extinction of all those forces which make for war and 
its consequent miseries among the nations. : 

T am, dear Sir, 
Yours fraternally, 
R. Brut, Chairman of the Congress. 


REPORT OF DELEGATE. 


Gentlemen, 
Having received a mandate from the last Trades Union Congress, after my 


appointment to attend the International Peace Congress, to be held at Boston, 
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U.S.A.,.in October, 1904, I now deem ib my duty to give in a brief way my 
Impression of that large and important gathering in the Parliamentary 
Committee’s Report. It is the first opportunity I have had of attending one of 
these gatherings, and my experience was of a most valuable and instructive 
character. Such a Congress gives one an Opportunity of making the acquaint- 
ance of the leading advocates in the cause of Peace from the principal countries 
of the world, and though the plea for International Peace was eloquently put 
forth in many languages, yet, by the aid of the interpreters, we were able to 
follow each other, and thereby get a clear understanding as to the growing 
Strength and power of the movement throughout the world. 


Owing to the City of Boston being the birthplace of the movement on 
behalf of International Peace, it may be easily understood how anxious the 
American delegates were to make the Congress a huge success. No effort was 
Spared in the way of extending hospitality to the Visiting contingents, and the 
English delegates were unanimous in agreement that the Bostonians connected 
with the Peace Movemenj were a most homely and generous elags of people. 
One of the most striking features of the Congress was the interest taken in it 
by some of the leading statesmen in America, including the President, and also 
by some of the best known military generals of the United States. For 
instance, the late Colonel J ohn Hay, one of the principal Ministers of Roosevelt's 
Government, came to the opening of the Congress, and conveyed to the 
assembly the hearty good wishes of the President himself. In_ hig Speech he 
advocated partial disarmament and the cutting down of military and naval 
expenditure among the principal Powers of the world. 


At a large public meeting in Boston during the Congress week, in which I 
had the pleasure of taking part, General Miles, one of the most popular 
generals in the United States, was the principal speaker, During the courge 
of his address, he argued that the United States army could, without any fear 
of invasion, be reduced to one soldier per thousand of the American population. 
This line of action might be copied with advantage by our leading statesmen 
and generals in thig country. 


One of the most interesting features of the week, that is from a Labour 


Fenual Hall, and which was by far the most enthusiastic and Successful meeting 
of the week. Mr. Sam Gompers, President of the American Federation of 
Labour, occupied the chaii. As representing the British Trade Union Move- 
ment I was booked as principal speaker. Our friend, Herbert Burrows, was 


also called upon to address the gathering, after which a French and German 


delegate algo spoke in their own language, being Interpreted into English by the 
well-known Internationalist Adolph Smith. The keynote of this great gathering 
was Labour’s protest against militarism and aggression between the great 
powers of the world. The American press set out this meeting ag one of the 
chief features of the week. When the Congress closed we were calied upon to 
address meetings in Philadelphia and New York, at which places we were also 
accorded most hearty and kind receptions. I may here say that the Boston 
Congress was the first International Peace gathering wherein the British Trade 
nion movement was directly represented. Of course, the veteran peace 
advocate, Randall Cremer, M.P., has attended these Congresses for many years, 
but always as a representative from the society of which he is the able 
secretary. 
As to the deliberations of the Congress itself, it ig only necessary to say that 
all the resolutions and arguinents thereupon dealt first with the best methods 


of securing Prompt arbitration in all differences which may arise between 


respective Powers, and also the bringing of all possible pressure to bear upon 
such Powers for the Purpose of urging them to give effect to the principle of 
D 
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disarmament, even on a graduated scale, believing that if the principle be once 
brought into operation it will ultimately lead to complete disarmament. The 
discussions on these questions were of a most instructive character, and I 
believe that the decisions arrived at were sent to.the heads of the respective 
Governments of the world. In my judgment the organised Labour movement 
of all countries should keep closely in touch with the International Peace 
movement. It is essentially a question which affects the industrial classes 
everywhere in the highest degree, and I would deem it most advisable that our 
Trade Union Movement should be represented at future gatherings similar to 
that which was held at Boston last October. 


Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) PETE CURRAN. 


SES a ae 


FREE TRADE. 


On the question of Free Trade the following correspondence has passed. 
between your Committee and the Tariff Reform League :— 


[Copy.] 


Central Office, New Courts Chambers, 
57, Chancery Lane, W.C., 
Dear Sir, May 31st, 1905. 

We beg to draw your attention to a statement which appeared in the Press of Friday, 
19th inst., that your Committee are unaware of the existence of any body represertative of 
Trade Unionists other than the Trades Union Congress? 

For the information of your Committee, we may inform you that such a body does 
exist, young, but exceedingly vigorous, so far as the movement for Tariff Reform is 
concerned. This body is called ‘‘ The Trade Union Branch” of the Tariff Reform League, 
and is conducted, with regard to representation, on exactly the same lines as the Trades 
Union Congress. Every delegate at the Westminster Palace Hotel Conference was a 
bond fide Trade Unionist, representing Trade Unionists only. 

We have to state that we have no feeling but those of respect and appreciation for the 
work and services of the Parliamentary Committee in promoting the best interests of 
Trade Unionism; but we do object to the power of our unions being used in promoting 
objects which have no relevancy to the legitimate work of Trade Unions, and upon which 
the members hold divergent views. 

No suggestion was made at the conference that it represented, in any way, the views 
or actions of the Trades Union Congress. It did claim, however, what it has a perfect 
right to do, to be representative of the Trade Unionists who sent the delegates there to 
support Tariff Reform. 

We might also point out that an analysis of that part of the official report of the last 
Trades Union Congress, dealing with the fiscal question, shows that while the greater 
number of delegates present voted in favour of our so-called Free Trade, approximately, 
delegates representing 250,000 voted againstit. This, in itself, should be sufficient to 
prove that there is a large body of organised labour throughout the country in favour of a 
reform of our present fiscal system. 


On behalf of our London District Council, Trade Union Branch, Tariff Reform League, 
Yours very faithfully, 


(Signed), A. LockyER, Hon. fecretary. 
Mr, S. Woods, Secretary, 
Parliamentary Committee Trades Union Congress. 


P.S.—As your minute of Committee was sent to the Press, we are forwarding a copy 
of this letter to the newspapers. 


[Copy. ] 
47, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 
20th June, 1905. 

A. Lockyer, Hsq., 57, Chancery Lane, W.C. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your communication dated 31st May, in reference to 
the statement issued by the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee in the Press 
of Friday, 19th May last, in regard to the Westminster Palace Hotel Conference, 
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In reply, I am directed by the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress to call your attention to the statement in your letter that the Trade Union 
branch of the Tariff Reform League “is conducted with regard to representation on 
exactly the same lines as the Trades Union Congress,” and to ask if you will be good 
enough to reply to the following questions :— 

(1) Are the delegates to the Trade Union branch of the Tariff Reform League 
appointed by Trade Unions (not branches) ? 

(2) Are the expenses of these delegates paid by Trade Unions ? 

(3) Do you publish a list of delegates, the names of the Trade Unions they 
represent, and the amount of subscription paid by these unions to the ‘Trade 
Union branch” of the Tariff Reform League ? 

For your information, I beg to enclose a copy of the Standing Orders of the Trades 
Union Congress, 


Yours faithfully, 
S. Woops, Secretary. 


P.S,—I am sending this letter to the Press. 


[Copy. | 
Central Office, New Courts Chambers, 
57, Chancery Lane, W.C. 
Dear Sir, 6th July, 1905. 


I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 20th. 

Your communication has been considered by my Council, and I am directed to reply 
to you as follows :— 

(1) The delegates of the Trade Union branch are appointed by the local 
committees or branches of the organisation. 

(2) The expenses of the delegates at the conference are paid by the Trade 
Union branch, and are approximated on the same scale as those of delegates 
attending the Trades Union Congress. 

(3) A list of the delegates who attended the Westminster Palace Hotel 
Conference was printed in the Press, with the names of the Trade Unions to 
which they belonged. 

(4) Trade Unions have not been requested to subscribe to the Trade Union 
Branch of the Tariff Reform League, although Trade Unionists, as individual 
members of the Trade Union Branch do subscribe to it, 

Though you do not ask the question, I would inform you that the membership of 
the Trade Union Branch of the Tariff Reform League is confined strictly to Trade 
Unionists. The organisation became necessary in order to enable the large body of 
Trade Unionists who are Tariff Reformers to make their opinions known and felt, and 
to disprove the reckless statements of many prominent Labour leaders who have, 
inadvertently or otherwise, wrongfully asserted that Trade Unionists were unanimously 
opposed to the reforms advocated by Mr. Chamberlain. 

Having replied to your catechism, I may perhaps be permitted to ask you for equally 
candid treatment of the following questions :— 

(1) Can you inform me as to the names of the Trade Unions which haye 
submitted the question of Tariff Reform to a referendum of their members, and 
if so, can you inform me of the proportion of Tariff Reformers and Free 
Importers in each case ? 

(2) Can you tell me why the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress affect an ignorance of the existence and working of the Trade Union 
Branch of the Tariff Reform League ? 

(3) Is it the opinion of the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress that a man ceases tO be a Trade Unionist if his views on political and 
esonomic questions do not accord with the views held or expressed by the 
members of your Committee ? 

(4) Would it not be a more correct atiitude for your Committee to acknow- 
ledge, as we do, that there exists a great difference of opinion on the question of 
Tariff Reform amongst Trade Unionists; and do you not think that we should 
sooner arrive at. a just conclusion concerning the real opinions of the 
great bulk of Trade Unionists if there were a mutual understanding, to the effect 
that Free Importers and Tariff Reformers should each be free to urge their 
respective opinions without an attempt being made on either side to bias men’s 
minds by a pretence at unanimity, or by untenable appeals to ‘' Authority ” ? 

Yours fraternally, 


Mr, Sam Woods, Secretary, (Signed) G. Naytor, Hon. Sec., 


Parliamentary Committee Trades Union Congress, London District Council, Trade 
Effingham House. Union Branch, Tariff Reform League, 
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(Copy. ] 
42-44, Effingham House, 
Arundel Street, Strand, 
August 9th, 1905. 
Dear Sir, 


My Committee had yours of the 6th ult. under consideration and I am instructed to 
reply that they note that you say: 1. That the delegates of the Trade Union branch are 
appointed by the committees or branches of the organisation (presumably the Tariff 
Reform organisation) ; 2. That the expenses of the delegates at the Conference (of the 
Tariff Reform League) are paid by the Trade Union branch, and are approximated on 
the same scale as those of the delegates attending the Trades Union Congress; 3. A list of 
the delegates who attended the Westminster Palace Hotel Conference was printed in the 
Press with the names of the Trade Unions to which they belonged; that Trade Unions 
have not yet been requested to subscribe to the Trade Union branch of the Tariff Reform 
League, although Trade Unionists as individual members of the Trade Union branch do 
subscribe to it. 


None of your answers come within the category of the questions we put to you as to 
the bond-fides of the Trade Union representation, and as yet we see nothing to change 
our opinion or to justify the title of the ‘‘ Trade Union branch of the Tariff Reform 
League.” - 


In further reply to your supplementary questions 1, 2,3 and 4, I beg respectiully to 
refer you to the coming Annual Trades Union Congress, where the question of Tariff 
Reform will be discussed and the agenda of which has been before the union for the past 
two months. 

Yours, etc., 


(Signed) Jas. Sexron, Chairman. 


DOCKERS AND LEGISLATION. 


At the beginning of the year the new Dock regulations came into force as 
a result of the Government inquiry lasting over a period of seven months of the 
previous year. This is the outcome of the Amendment to the Factory Act, 
instituted by Mr. T. P. O’Connor, M.P., on behalf of the dockers. Your 
Committee was fortunate in the fact that the present chairman took a 
prominent part in that inquiry, and it is now admitted that the introduction of 
the new regulations has already brought about a considerable decrease in the 
accidents at the docks. Up to the beginning of the year the number of 
accidents—many of them fatal—was quite appalling. These casualties increased 
so alarmingly that rather more than a year ago the National Union of Dockers 


« 


took the initiative in inducing the Home Office to appoint a Commission of 
Inquiry. This Commission sat for a period of seven months, and eventually a 
new list of regulations was drawn up and issued with the official imprimatur of 
the Home Secretary. These rules came into operation at the beginning of the 
present year. The result is eminently gratifying. Altogether, the Dockers’ 
Union is to be congratulated upon having secured a measure that makes for 
the minimum of risk and the maximum of immunity in what, in many instances, 


is an arduous and risky calling. 


The passing of the Foreign Shipowners’ Negligence Bill is also another great 
legislative gain for the dockers. By this Bill the injured dock worker can now 
secure compensation for injury which he was heretofore debarred from doing. 
Mr. J. Anderson, as secretary of the National Committee, had the matter in 
hand, and is to be congratulated upon the result of his persistent and successful 
efforts. 


The dockers also are to be congratulated on the manner in which they 
have assiduously pressed forward these matters. 
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LABOUR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE CONFERENCE. 


REPORT OF DELEGATE. 
Gentlemen, 


I attended the Fifth Annual Conference of the Labour Representation 
Committee at Liverpool on January 26th and beg to report that there were 
present 352 delegates, and the membership 900,000. 


The president, Mr. D. J. Shackleton, M.P., delivered an interesting 
address, in which he dealt with the Trades Dispute Bill, the unemployed 
question, Workmen’s Compensation Act, the fiscal question, Chinese labour, 
the licensing system, and other matters directly dealing with the good govern- 
ment of the Labour Representation Committee. 


I had the honour, on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, to be your 
fraternal delegate, and urged the members of the Conference to unite in a 
vigorous Labour campaign and put aside isms in the ranks, so that the battle 
for larger representation in the House of Commons could be fought between 
row and the next general election on a common basis. 


Mr. Pete Curran and Alderman Isaac Mitchell, fraternal delegates from 
the General Federation of Trades, congratulated the movement on the rapid 
strides it had made duriny its existence, and wished the society on behalf of 
the Federation every progress. 


The conference dealt with many interesting subjects, and amended its 
rules in some slight particulars. 


The income, together with former balances, was £1,486 14s. 9d., and the 
expenditure £1,266 1s. 4d., leaving a balance of £220 14s. 5d. The Parlia- 
mentary Fund showed a credit balance of £6,082 12s. 3d. 


The number of Labour Representation Committee candidates, in addition 
to the four members of the House of Commons, supported by the L.R.C., 
was 42, 


During the week an informal conference took place of members of your 
Committee, the Committee of the Federation, and the Labour Representation 
Committee, at which a suggestion to hold a special conference at the Caxton 


_ Hall was agreed to. The result was very satisfactory and is now known to 


the friends of Labour representation. 
Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) W. J. Davis. 


THE GENERAL FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE. 


REPORT OF DELEGATE, 


Gentlemen,—Your Committee appointed its chairman, Mr. James Sexton, 
as fraternal delegate to the sixth annual conference of the General Federation 
of Trade Unions, held at Cardiff on July 6th and 7th. 


Mr. Sexton was unfortunately unable to be present in consequence of a 
serious Labour dispute at Liverpool. | 


It was arranged that Mr. W. J. Davis should perform the delegation of 
courtesy, and he reports that the Federation is making satisfactory progress. 
It has over 400,000 members, representing 99 Trade Unions. Capital £125,000. 


The delegates were publicly received and hospitably entertained by the 
Mayor, on behalf of the Corporation of Cardiff. 


At the conference a resolution, moved by Mr. J. N. Bell, was passed 
unanimously approving the policy of the Trades Union Congress on the Trades 
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Dispute Bill, urging the workers to remain firm to its principles, and approving 
the action of its friends in the House of Commons in withdrawing from the 
Committee as a protest against the amendment of Mr. Galloway, which, if 
enacted, would have made the law on picketing far worse than at present. 

There were two changes made in the constitution of the Management 
Committee. 

It was decided to hold the next annual conference at Southampton. 

During the conference a telegram was received from the National Painters 
that that society, with 17,000 members, had decided to affiliate. 

The sum of £50 was voted to the Lady Dilke Memorial Fund. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) W. J. Davis. 





CO-OPERATIVE CONGRESS. 
REPORT OF DELEGATES. 


To the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress. 

Gentlemen,—In accordance with your instructions we attended the 
Co-operative Congress, held at Paisley during Whit-week, and conveyed your 
fraternal greetings and best wishes for the future welfare of this progressive 
movement. Mr. Jones dwelt principally with the necessity for a closer bond 
between the Co-operative and Trade Union movements in all matters of 
mutual and general interest. He called attention to the decision of the judges 
of this country respecting Trade Union funds, and urged that Co-operators 
might find themselves in a similar position with the individual tradesman ; 
therefore, it behoved the leaders of both movements to join forces in seeking to 
get amended this unjust law, in order to safeguard our funds against the 
capitalistic classes. 

The inaugural address was delivered by Dr. Hans Muller, of the Swiss 
Co-operative Union, whose broad-minded and clear exposition of the economic 
principles. involved in the Co-operative movement met with a hearty and 
sympathetic endorsement by the whole of the assembly. Another interesting 
paper was submitted by Mr. G. Bissett, of Aberdeen, entitled ‘‘ Is Co-operation 
eapable of solving the Industrial Problem,’’ which created an interesting and 
animated discussion. Equally interesting was a paper by Mr. G. M. Knight 
(London) regarding land taxation, but a resolution urging upon Parliament to 
tax all land whether occupied or unoccupied according to its value as an article 
for sale did not receive that support one would have expected. 


Perhaps the most important subject discussed was bearing on Labour 
representation, and whilst a resolution was passed unanimously that the time 
had arrived when it is necessary in the best interests of the Co-operative move- 
ment that Co-operators should through their own organisation take a larger 
shave in the legislative and administrative government of the country, still a 
further resolution to join forces with the Labour Representation Committee 
received only scant support. The paper leading up to the discussion was by 
Mr. T. Tweddell (Hartlepool), and was a very able one indeed, being full of 
sound practicable information towards the solution of the whole problem. The 
amendment was moved by Mr. Tetley, of Leeds, who strongly opposed joining 
the Labour Representation Committee, contending that the numbers that the 
Labour Representation Committee claimed to represent were fictitious, inasmuch 
as many of the members of the various Trade Unions connected were not in 
favour of it. He instanced himself that, whilst a member of the Engineers’ 
Society, which was affiliated with the Labour Representation Commiitee, 


personally he was not in favour of it, and there were many others of the same 
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opinion, Mr. Tetley seemed to forget that in all societies there are some 
differences of opinion, as, for instance, in the Co-operative movement there are 
many differences of opinion on many subjects, but the majority in all cases rule. 
The same must apply on this important question. 


Deputations were present from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, 
Holland, and Switzerland. The National Union of Teachers were represented 
in addition to ourselves. It was stated that there were 1,500 delegates present. 


An exhibition of Co-operative products was held at the Drill Hall during 
the Congress. It was a most creditable display, and was largely patronised. 
The whole of the proceeds were given to charitable institutions. 

We thank the Congress for the compliment they paid us in electing us to 
represent them. Our thanks are also due to the Co-operative Congress for 
their kind reception of us, and to the officials for their generous hospitality. 

Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) Jams Crinion. 
THomas JONES. 


pt eee 


AMERICAN DELEGATION. 
REPORT. 


Fellow Delegates,—As your elected representatives, we attended the 
Annual Federation of Labour held at San Francisco, California, on Monday, 
November 14th, 1904, and the following days. 


Before entering into the details of the work which was the primary cause 
of our visit, it becomes a necessity for us to remark that our journeyings, 
with no single exception, were made amongst a people who, by their 
overwhelming kindness, have cut a notch in our memories which the 
years will find difficult to efface. From New York to San Francisco, 
from Los Angelos to Boston, the good friends whom it was our privilege 
to meet vied with one another in making our stay as comfortable, as 
interesting, and as pleasant as one could possibly conceive. Now, when we 
are able to look back at the days spent in the country of hustle and invention, 
there is no pleasanter memory than to think that at no stage did any untoward 
incident occur, no discordant note was struck; all that happened simply 
assisted in the compiling of a series of pleasant days and weeks spent with 
those who we now cannot but look upon as friends of the very first quality. 


We commenced our journey from Liverpool on Tuesday, October 18th, of 
last year. There were many incidents during the voyage which helped to kill 
monotony, whilst there were many another which brought pleasure in its train. 
But there was one which plunged us into deep sorrow: it wag the news 
received, by Marconigram, of the death of Lady Dilke. To say that the tidings 
cast a gloom over the ship would not be a mis-statement, but we who knew her 
best, who knew the great interest she had at all times manifested in the Labour 
movement, and more particularly among the women of our country, we, best of 
all, realised that her crossing to the great unknown had left a gap which, may 
be, will take years to fill. 


Generally, the voyage was a pleasant one, and we arrived at New York on 
the evening of Thursday, October 28th. Here commenced the kindness which 
afterwards became a part of each day. Long before we reached the landing 
stage we were met by Mr. Herman Robinson and Mr. Dan Harris, who had 
been deputed by the A. F. of L. and the Central Labour Body of New York 
to meet us. They were the very embodiment of kindness, and in the heartiest 
possible manner extended to us the greetings of the organised workers of 
America, This was an auspicious opening, and naturally we were right glad 
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to meet them. Need we say that during our stay in New York they rendered 
us splendid service, particularly in the way of looking after our baggage, 
arranging for our hotel accommodation, and in other directions ministering to 
our comfort and pleasure. It was, perhaps, fortunate that our arrival in New 
York was so timed that an opportunity was given us of seeing how a 
Presidential election was conducted. 


We spent a few days here, saw nearly all that was worth seeing, got into s 

contact with many good workers for the cause, after which we left for Chicago, 
which city had been fixed as the meeting place for the delegates from that 
section of America who would be attending the Congress. It was here we had 
our initial conversations with Sam Gompers, the president of the A. F. of L., 
Frank Morrison, secretary, John Mitchell, vice-president, Dan Keefe, Tom 
Kidd, and many others, all of whom extended to us a hearty welcome. Here, 
again, during our short stay we were treated with the greatest possible 
hospitality. 


We left for San Francisco by special train on Wednesday, November 9th. 
The journey, although a long one, was particularly interesting, as it gave us an 
opportunity of viewing that part of America which to the stranger is of 
strongest interest. The Californian city was reached on Sunday, November 
13th, and on the following morning the convention opened. 


The inaugural ceremony was very striking, as it took the form of a 
procession through the town, taken part in by the whole of the delegates 
attending, whilst bands, banners and regalia gave the whole affair a colour 
which was at least destined to compel the ordinary observer to feel that the 
unionists of America were a real body. The convention itself was attended 
by about 400 delegates, drawn from the various States, whilst in addition two 
were in attendance from Porto Rico and one from Canada. 


The opening was marked by a magnificent demonstration of enthusiasm. 
The Mayor of the city, in a kindly address, extended to all a hearty and cordial 
greeting to the beautiful city, and it was noteworthy to find that he paid a high 
tribute to the A.F. of L. His praise was by no means half-hearted, and elicited 
from the huge audience assembled a great burst of cheering. This in itself was 
a happy augury. During the afternoon the president, Sam Gompers, delivered 
his annual address. This was a wonderful effort indeed, occupying as it did 
nearly three hours. Comprehensive in its nature, interesting in character, and 
dealing with every matter of importance that had arisen during the year, it 
held the audience with a grasp which showed what a mastery the president had 
over them. There were striking moments, one such was when the appeal was 
made for closer unity in the years to come, which resulted in another demon- 
stration. 


If only as a mere oratorical effort the speech deserves mention. It was 
more than that, however, it was sound sense, reasoned out by a man who had 
devoted the best years of his life to the cause of labour, and the best compli- 
ment which can be paid it is to say that from beginning to end it was listened 
to with rapt attention, punctuated only at intervals by rounds of cheering. 


Thursday morning at ten o’clock was the time set apart for our fraternal 
addresses. We were given a most kindly reception and listened to with much 
interest. At the close of our speeches the ovation given us both by delegates 
and visitors was almost embarassing in its liberality. The convention was in 
session twelve days, and during this time we were faithful in attendance and 
followed with great interest the business and debates. We were given power 


to vote, it may be mentioned, but of course we did not take advantage of this. 


It was early apparent to us that the method of conducting business in the 
convention was in direct contrast to that employed in our own congresses. By 












































































TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 105 


far the greater part of the time was taken up in discussing internal matters, 
whilst disputes arising amongst the various unions and left to the convention 
to arrange also took up a deal of time. In the latter case it was almost an 
invariable rule to elect a committee, who were frequently called upon to discuss 
and thoroughly sift evidence in camera. We found that the findings of these 
committees were in nearly every instance challenged, which gave rise to some 
of the most heated and exciting debates we have ever been privileged to hear. 


Curiously enough, there may be found the contrast, but few public 
questions came up for consideration. What was most surprising to us, how- 
ever, was t6 find that the question of Old Age Pensions was rejected by an 
exceedingly large majority, whilst again the question of Direct Labour Repre- 
sentation and Public Ownership received the most strenuous opposition. The 
statements of delegates were in most cases keenly interesting. Those which 
dealt with strikes and lock-outs then in existence—notably the miners’ strike 
at Cripple Creek and the strike of the textile workers at Fall River—made it 
all too clear that the employers, with the aid of immense wealth and the ~ 
co-operation of the military, were using their very utmost endeavours to crush 
out the principles of Trade Unionism. But—and we made most careful 
inquiries—so far as we were able to judge, they have set themselves a task 
which is almost impossible of accomplishment. 


Whilst in the city we addressed a large number of meetings, and at 
Oakland, San José, Sacramento, and Los Angeles, adjacent towns, we per- 
formed a similar duty. These meetings were all very largely attended, and 
were marked by great cordiality. Our stay in San Francisco was thoroughly 
enjoyable, and will always remain a pleasant memory. 


On our return journey we visited and addressed meetings at Salt Lake 
City, one at the Labour Hall and the other at the Mormon Tabernacle. This 
latter was perhaps one of the most remarkable meetings we attended. 
The audience was computed at over 5,000, whilst in addition there was in 
attendance a trained choir of more than 500. They at intervals rendered 
choice selections of music, and helped in no small degree to make the gathering 
remarkable in the extreme. 


Following this we visited Denver, Detriot, Buffalo, Pittsburg, Allegheny, 
Neweastle, Washington, Chicago, Philadelphia, Scranton, New York, and 
Boston. At all of these cities our reception was most cordial. At Denver we 
parted for a few weeks. Hach was anxious to get into that particular district 
where his own trade was engaged. One journeyed to the miners, and attended a 
convention of the United Mine Workers held at Indianopolis, whilst the other 
spent his time amongst the longshoremen and the copper and tinplate workers. 
Thus we were given an excellent opportunity of judging of the conditions under 
which work was carried on in the States. The administration of the Mines 
and Factories Act also gave us scope for study. 


It would be as well to mention that we were impressed at finding that to 
a large extent machinery has displaced labour, and this was particularly 
noticeable in dock work in the lake districts, and also in the manufacture of 
steel. By this means we were enabled to collect « mass of information which 
promises to be of great service to us in our future work. 


At Washington, where we again met, we were given the pleasure of an 
introduction to President Roosevelt at the White House. He received us right 
heartily, and showed a disposition to take a real interest inthe Labour question. 
He gave us the impression of being a man with a very wide knowledge of the 
Labour movement on both sides of the water. One of his most interesting 
utterances was to the effect that he hoped they in America, with ourselves, 
would be able to find a satisfactory solution to some of the difficult problems 
that were troubling both nations at the present time. Our conversation was 
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throughout most interesting, and the President seemed deeply interested in our 
Colonies, who he thought were dealing with the Labour question in a far more 
effective and practical manner than either England or America had attempted 
to do up to the present time. 


Strength and solidarity! These words express our impression of the 
Labour movement in America. The leaders are met and re-met by difficulties, 
whilst in addition there is to be considered the great mixture of nationalities ; 
the constant and regular influx of the poor of the countries of the world; whilst 
the social hatred, which in some parts is very pronounced, tends to make the 
life of a Labour leader in America more difficult than is usually imagined. 

It is not surprising to find that of a people who pour into the country there 
are a good majority who know nothing of the principles of Trade Unionism, or 
even what the words stand for. It is satisfactory to note, however, that 
having once grasped the ideal they quickly realise the necessity of combination 
—the necessity of a combine for the common good of all. 


There is another great difficulty which we, in this country, have not to 
face; this is the difficulty of language. There are sections of men amongst 
whom half-a-dozen tongues are spoken; in cases such as these, men are 
apppointed whose duty it is to translate all that is necessary. When things of 
this kind are considered, one is brought to the conclusion that there is some- 
thing wonderful in the fact that, through it all, the American Federation of 
Labour preserves its strong, vigorous personality. It speaks volumes for the 
tact, the courage, and the common-sense of the leaders, who, through it all, 


do their work well and successfully. 


The friends. we met are legion, and our gratitude to them cannot be 
adequately expressed. From the day we arrived in New York to the day we 
commenced our homeward journey kindness and hospitality was the 
predominant note. 


The simple words ‘hands across the sea’’ have, since our return, even @ 
deeper meaning for us than they had before we met our brothers across the 
Atlantic 
4 e 


Yours fraternally, 
W. ApranamM (Mabon). 
JAMES WIGNALL. 


DONATION TO: LEEDS SCHOOL FOR BLIND, Ere. 


As directed by the Leeds Congress, 25 guineas were sent to the Lord 
Mayor as a donation to the School for Blind and Deaf Children. 


A letter from the Lord Mayor was received thanking the Congress for their 
gift. Also the following :— 
City of Leeds Education Committee, 
Calverley Street, Leeds, 
6th October, 1904. 
My Lord Mayor, 

At the last meeting of the Education Committee the following resolution was 
unanimously passed: ‘That the hearty thanks of the Committee be and are hereby 
accorded to the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee, through the Lord Mayor, 
for the generous donation of twenty-five guineas to the School for Blind and for Deaf 
Chiidren, and that the amount be placed to the credit of the blind and deaf children’s aid 
funds in equal proportions.”’ 

The Education Committee would be grateful to you if you will kindly forward this 
resolution of thanks to the Secretary of the Trades Union Congress. 

I am, my Lord Mayor, 
The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Yours faithfully, 
Town Hall, Leeds. W. Packzr, Secretary. 
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RETIREMENT OF SHCRETARY. 


It is with the deepess regret that your Committee have to announce the 
retirement of Mr. S.Woods from the post of secretary to the Parliamentary 
Committee, who has been in failing health for some time, and has thought 
it advisable not to stand for re-election. By the retirement of our colleague 
the cause of Labour loses one of its most active and earnest workers, and 
we feel sure that Congress and all Trade Unionists will join with us m 


’ wishing that he may be restored to health, and that, if not permitted by 


Providence to take so active a part in the movement as of old, he may yet be 
spared to remain among us for many years to come. 


DEATH OF LADY DILK#. 


The sudden and unexpected death of Lady Dilke came as a great shock to 
Trade Unionists. Although moving in a higher social sphere, Lady Dilke was 
always ready to use her great and varied gifts towards furthering the aims of 
Trade Unionism, especially among women workers, At their meeting on the 
24th October, your Committee gave instructions for the following letter to be 
sent to Sir Charles Dilke :— 


My Dear Sir Charles Dilke, 


It is with sincere regret that we heard to-day the death of your good lady, which 
came as a shock to the members of the Committee, who have the most kindly recollections 
of her heroic services in the cause of the most helpless class of the labouring community, 
and the success her labours have achieved in the face of great obstacles. I am com- 
missioned by the Committee to convey to you their sorrow, not only for your own personal 
loss, which we feel is great, but for the loss to the Labour movement of the services so 
ungrudgingly and disinterestedly given during her lifetime. 


London, 8.W., 24th October, 1904. 


Yours sincerely and sorrowfully, 
On behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, 


(Signed) J. SEXTON, Chairman, 


The funeral took place on Saturday, 29th October, at which your Com- 
mittee was represented by their London and other members. 


It has been thought fitting that a memorial should be raised to Lady 
Dilke in the form of a special fund entitled the ‘‘ Lady Dilke Memorial Fund,” 
to be devoted. to the enlargement of the work of the Women’s Trade Union 
League, of which Lady Dilke was the devoted President. Your Committee, at 
their meeting on the 18th May last, fully discussed the subject, and decided 
to bring the Memorial Fund before your notice, and they strongly recommend 
all the Trade Unions affiliated to Congress to send subscriptions. 

In agreement with what they feel assured will be the unanimous approval 
of Congress, your Committee have granted the sum of £25 towards the 
Memorial Fund. 


JOINT COMMITTEE OF -TRADE UNIONISTS 
AND CO-OPERATORS. 


The committee was constituted as follows: Representing Trade Unionists: 
James Sexton, D. J. Shackleton, M.P., W. Thorne, A. Wilkie. Representing 
Co-operators: §. Fairbrother, J. C. Cray, J.P., Councillor James Johnston, J.P., 
H. J. May. 


Lhe first meeting was held in London on December 17th, 1904, at which 
Mr. J. Sexton was appointed chairman. Mr. J. C. Gray said he was obliged 
to resign his position as secretary and member of the committee on account of 
pressure of other work, and intimated that Mr. T. B. Butterworth had been 
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appointed to take his place as a member of the committee, and Mr. James 
Johnston was elected secretary of the Joint Committee. 


A deputation representing the Shop Assistants’ Union and a deputation 
representing the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society Limited waited upon the 
Joint Committee to submit evidence in connection with a dispute that had arisen 
between the two bodies re the discharge of Mr. A. C. Morris from their 
employment by the Woolwich Co-operative Society. 


The charges made by the Shop Assistants’ Union are as follow :— 


1. That the committee of the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society have 
taken a retrograde step in extending the hours of closing. 


9. That they have violated a Trade Union principle by arbitrarily 
deciding upon this step, without consulting the staff. 


3. The committee were twice asked to bring the matter before the 
members of the store. This request was ignored. Two deputations (one 
representing the local branch and _ one representing the executive 
committee of the union) waited upon the committee, but failed to induce 
them to revert to the old hours. 


4. That Mr. Morris was victimised by the Co-operative Society's 

- committee because of the prominent part he took in the agitation against 

the extension of the hours of closing, and because, in private audience with 

the committee, he used documents from the society’s files to prove certain 

public statements he made concerning the payment of bonus, the committee 
having demanded proot. 


After a general discussion of the dispute, it was decided to postpone the 


consideration of the matter to give further opportunity to both sides to submit 
fuller statements in support of their respective cases. 


The second meeting of the Joint Committee was held in London on 
January 21st, 1905, at which the deputations representing the Shop Assistants’ 
Union and the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society again attended. The 
charges contained in Nos. 1, 2, and 3 were fully discussed, the representatives 
having the opportunity of supporting and adding to their written statements in 
the fullest manner. 


After the deputation had retired, the Joint Committee carefully considered 
the evidence that had been submitted to them, and unanimously came to the 
following conclusions :— 


1. We find that three years ago the Royal Arsenal Co-operative 
Society reduced the hours of labour of their shop assistants by 23 
hours per week, and in March of last year the committee of the society 
reverted to the old hours of opening and closing the grocery, butcher- 
ing, greengrocery, and confectionery shops, thus increasing the working 
hours 24 per week, but in lieu of this each employé has been allowed one 
day’s or two half-days’ leave per month, so that the working hours are 
practically unaltered. 

In the boot and shoe, furnishing, hardware, drapery, tailoring, 
millinery and mantles, the hours for opening in the morning have been 
made later, so that the working hours per week in these d epartments have 
been reduced by half-an-hour. 

9. We find that the committee has not violated a Trade Union prin- 
ciple, as the Co-operative Society’s altered shop hours are still less than 
the private traders in Woolwich, but as a, matter of policy we think it 
would have been advisable to have conferred with the employés before 
making the alteration. 


3, We do not feel it necessary to express any opinion on this point. 
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The consideration of the charges made in No. 4 was deferred to enable the 
two parties to the dispute to send in written statements relating thereto, and 
the third meeting of the Joint Committee was held on April 19th, 1905, when 
the two deputations from the Shop Assistants’ Unton and the Royal Arsenal 
Co-operative Society again attended and gave further evidence. The Joint 
Committee, after a careful consideration of the whole of the facts put before 
them, unanimously resolved :— 


“That Mr. Morris was not discharged by the committee of the Royal 
Arsenal Co-operative Society because of the prominent part he took in the 
agitation against the extension of the hours of closing, but because of a 
breach of trust and discipline in using his official position to obtain copies 
of documents from the Co-operative Society’s files to prove certain public 
statements he made concerning the payment of bonus, a course of procedure 
on the part of Mr. Morris that was improper and unjustifiable, and warranted 
the committee of the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society in dismissing him.” 


An application was received from the Pendleton Co-operative Society 
asking the Joint Committee to arbitrate in a dispute between them and the 
Amalgamated Society of Boot and Shoe Makers re rate of payment for boot 
repairs, and submitting a statement of their case. It was resolved to ask the 
Amalgamated Society to submit the matter to the Joint Committee, and if they 
agree to do so, a meeting will be held in Manchester to hear the evidence each 
party has to submit. 


A letter was read from the National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives re 
action of certain co-operative productive societies in not paying the standard 
rate of wages agreed upon in connection with army boot contracts. The matter 
was deferred until next meeting of the committee for fuller information. As 
the result of correspondence that took place the committees of three of the 
co-operative productive boot and shoe societies expressed their willingness to 
submit the questions in dispute to the arbitration of the Joint Committee, but 
arrangements having been come to between the War Department and con- 
tractors for army boots that enabled them to pay more satisfactory wages to 
the workmen engaged on this work, it has not been necessary to proceed 
further in the matter. 


A further meeting of the Joint Committee was held in Manchester on June 
8rd, at which representatives from the Amalgamated Society of Boot and Shoe 
Makers and the Pendleton Co-operative Society were present. After hearing a 
statement of the questions in dispute between the two societies from the 
respective representatives, and discussing the various points at issue, the Joint 
Committee unanimously came to the conclusion that as it was entirely a matter 
of trade terms it was of too technical a character for them to arbitrate on the 
matter, so they recommended the two societies to appoint exports to go into the 
technical points involved, with a view, if possible, of arriving at a satisfactory 
arrangement. 


The Boot and Shoe Makers’ Society have suggested] arbitrators to act on 
their behalf, but the Pendleton Society ask that the Co-operative Union should 
appoint arbitrators to act for the Co-operative movement, as many societies are, 
or will be, affected. by the decision arrived at, and the names of experts on 
behalf of Pendleton and other societies, and the general method of conducting 
the arbitration, will be submitted to the Joint Committee of Trade Unionists 
and Co-operators at a meeting to be held in Manchester on the 18th instant. 


JAMES JOHNSTON, 


10th August, 1905. ’ Secretary of Joint Committee. 
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—_— 


In conclusion, your Committee take this opportunity of recognising the 
great assistance which the Trade Unions have always been ready to give them 
in their efforts to promote legislation for the benefit of the workers. They 
respectfully place the foregoing abridged account of their work during the past 
year before the delegates, in the hope that it will give satisfaction and be fully 
endorsed. Much work has been done, which is not seen, and cannot he 
recorded, but which is, nevertheless, very effective. The time is ripe for 
great efforts. On every side we find capital arrayed against the workers, 
organised as it has never been before, supported to-day by the immense 
influence of an unjust state of law. Your Committee are pleased to observe 
that the growing menace to our liberties has had the effect of drawing closer 
together our leaders and all sections of workers, and they call upon every 
individual Trade Unionist to strengthen the hands of the Parliamentary 
Committee by sparing no effort to use whatever political means lie in his 
power to bring about the reforms so much needed. The first and foremost need 
is for more Labour men to be sent to Parliament. Let every Trade Unionist, 
every working man, at election time do his duty, and our hopes will then be 
realised 

We have the honour to remain, 


Yours fraternally, 


J. SEXTON, 
Charman. 
R. BELL, 


Vice-Chairman. 
W. C. STEADMAN, 
Treasurer. 
C. W. BowERMAN. 
D. C. CUMMINGS. 
W. J. Davis. 
A. H. Gin. 
J. Hasna. 
W. B. HorninGs. 
D. J. SHACKLETON. 
W. THORNE. 
A. WILKIE. 


ms Secretary. 
DISCUSSION OF THE REPORT. 


The report of the Parliamentary Committee having been accepted, discussion 
upon it proceeded seriatim. 


LORD STANLEY AND POSTAL WORKERS. 


Mr. C. H. Gartanp (Postal Telegraph Clerks’ Association) said he saw the 
Parliamentary Committee seemed to have derived a great deal cf comfort from the 
fact that some Geputations had been received with sympathy.’ But on the other 
hand, Lord Stanley seemed to make a fight on the question of receiving a deputation. 
Were the Parliamentary Committee going to take up the challenge, and were they 
goirg to resent the insult in beirg refused ? 


The PresiDEnt replied that _be thought the Congress might take the matter up’ 
and, if it theught fit, dencurce Lord Stanley’s attitude and language. 
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Mr. GARLAND: Lord Stanley’s refusal was made so long ago as last December. 
Has anything been done in the meantime? 


The Presipent: We have done everything possible, but we have been met with 
refusal every time we have approached his lordship on the subject. 


Mr. GaRLAND: Thank you. 


APPRECIATION OF PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE’S ACTION. 


Mx. J. ANDERSON (Stevedores’ Labour Protection League) congratulated the 
Parliamentary Committee on the action it had taken in reference to the Board of 
Trade deputation to Mr. Gerald Balfour on the subject of foreign shipowners’ 
immunity from payment of compensation for personal injuries, siace when the 
Foreign Shipowners’ Negligence Act had been passed. The speaker said that it was 
only by the assistance given them from time to time by various Parliamentary 
Committees and Congresses that success had crowned their efforts. 


ENFORCING THE FAIR WAGE CLAUSE. 


Mr. Srevens (Tin and Iron Plate Workers) drew attention to a resolution in the 
report expressing the opinion that, in view of the fact that many sweating firms 
obtained Governmeni contracts and, in the main, escaped the conditions of the fair 
wages clause, it was absolutely necessary that particulars of all contracts accepted 
by Government depariments should be published in the Labour Gazette. He objected 
to the slow machinery at present existing which gave the sweater an opportunity of 
completing his contract before they were able to decide whsther the contract was 
carried out under fair wages conditions or not. What the Labour party wanted was 
some practical men who knew how to bring the fair wages clause into use. They 
wanted to know what firm had accepted the contract and where it was placed, and 
also the kind of contract. Mr. Balfour tried to make out that they wanted the details 
of every contract, a specification of material, and all that kind of thing. They simply 
wanted information as to the contract and the contractor. If this were obiainable 
they would be able to ses at once whether the contract was given to a fair firm or to 
a sweating firm. 


MINISTER'S TREATMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE CRITICISED. 


Mr. Sam Micuaets (London Cabdsrivers) protested against the undignified position 
which members of the Parliamentary Committee were obliged to take up when they 
went before the Home Secretary. Far better would it be for those gentlemen to stay 
away than to suffer ths indignities that Ministers imposed upon them. Oa the 
9th June last the Home Sscretary only gave the dzpuiation 45. minutes—five minutes 
for each speaker—ia which to discuss the matters under coasideraiion. 


Mr. W. H. Hacxerr (Railway Servants) observed that seeing they had had such 
an excellent negative speech, what was suggested to be put ia place of it ? 


THE DEPUTATION TO LORD SELBORNE. 


Mr. W. B. Cueresman (Fawcett Association) desired to know if the action of the 
Parliamentary Committee with regard to the First Lord of the Admiralty had been 
pushed to a conclusion. 


Mr. D. C. Cummines (Boilermakers), on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, 
said that Lord Selborne had been supplied with the information he had asked for, 
and a lengthy correspondence took place between himself and the First Lord of the 
Admiralty. Unfortunately, just at the period when Lord Selborne had been got into 
@ corner, he was sent to another pari of the country. The matter would be proceeded 
with when the decision of Congress this year had bsen given. 


MR. ARNOLD-FORSTER’S CURIOUS CONDUCT. 


Mr. J. C. Gorpon (Tin and Iron Plate Sheet Metal Workers) complained that 
Mr. Arnoid-Forster, the Minister for War, had treated with discourtesy the deputation 
to the War Office on April 19th. He twice pat off the interview, and oa the third day 
altezed the hour appointed to an earlier one because he wanted to get away to meet 
friends. He thought the Congress would confirm any action the Parliameatary 
Committee took in expressing strong disapproval of Mr. Forster’s high-handed action. 


Mr. J. Houmes (Hosiery Federation) said that, representing a trade which had 
been hit more keenly than most others by the evasion of the fair wages clause, he 
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wished to ask how it was the Parliamentary Committee omitted to notify his trade of 
the deputation in question and invite them ? 


The Presrpent: If every trade interested in a resolution was invited it would 
mean a miniature congress in london every time. The practice was to invite the 
proposer and seconder of the actual resolution to attend the deputation. 


Mr. W. J. Davis (Brassworkers): On behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, I 
want to say that Mr. Gordon’s attitude is fully justified. We once almost refused to 
meet Mr. Arnold-Forster; but the Committee thought that so important a question 
ought to be placed before his Majesty’s Minister, and sacrificed dignity to principle. 
In reply to Mr. Holmes, I am surprised that be did not know the custom sufficiently 
well to secure a place in this deputation if he wanted one. Any trade desiring to 
take part in these proceedings had only to send an intimation to the Parliamentary 
Committee, who would be glad of its co-operation. 


Mr. Houtmes: If we did not know, how could we ask ? 


Mr. A. Harris (Labour Protection League) also protested against Mr. Arnold- 
Forster’s conduct in altering the time for the reception of the deputation. He 
believed the only explanation given by the War Minister was to the effect that he 
wanted to catch an earlier train than he had previously intended. He hoped the 
Parliamentary Committee would never be hoodwinked in this way again. 


Mr. H. Parker (Enginemen): What information have you given to societies to 
send delegates to the Board of Trade deputation? No intimation bas been received 
by our representatives that they were at liberty to send delegates, in spite of the 
years of work we have given to the subject. 


The PRESIDENT: We don’t work according to the names that appear on all the 
cognate resolutions of the agenda paper, but act in accordance with the resolutions 
as they pass Congress and appear in the report, selecting the proposer and seconder 
to join the deputation. There are at least a dozen enginemen and boilermakers’ 
pon and if we accepted the suggestion of Mr. Parker we should have to invite all 
of them. 


Mr. Parker: Certainly not. We are all federated, and you would only have had 
to invite representatives of the National Federation. We have not been given the 
recognition we have a right to expect. 


The Presipent: I see the difficulty and the injustice, and we will endeavour to 
meet them in future deputations that go before the Home Office. 


Mr. Parker: Thank you. 


Mr. J. Baker (Enginemen and Firemen): Your ruling is not correct, Mr. Chair- 
wan. Mr. Davis has put the matter on the right footing. The deputations should 
be at the disposal of those societies desirous of joining them. Now, our society is 
not desirous. We simply want a change of Government! 


GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE, 


Mr. W. E. Harvey said that owing to the Mayor’s Reception in the Victoria 
Hall to-morrow night, Congress wovld adjourn on that day at 4 o'clock, so 
that the hall might be got ready. The General Purposes Committee, having 
considered the important questions involved in the resolution which appeared on 
the first agenda paper sent in by the Leicester Amalgamated Hosiery Union, 
recommended Congress to reaffirm or otherwise the resolution passed at Leicester and 
Leeds with respect to Free Trade, and suggested that the discussion commence at 
2 p.m.on Wednesday. They further recommended that the fraternal delegates should 
address Congress on Thursday at 3 p.m in the following order: American delegates, 
General Federation delegates, Labour Representation Committee, and Co-operative 
delegates. 


Mr. J. V. Srevens (Tin and Iron Plate Workers) said there was a misunder- 
standing among some of the papers throughout the country as to why the Free Trade 
resolution had been withdrawn, and in order to show that they had no desire to shirk 
the question he thought it would be better for them to reaffirm or otherwise the 
resolution of the Leeds Congress. They wanted to shirk nothing. 


The Presipent said that the resolution, although it had been withdrawn by the 
consent of the trade, could not be really withdrawn from the Congress, because it had 
become their property by being circulated before it was withdrawn by the trade, 
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because (1) a technical difficulty had arisen, and (2) because it might be misconstrued 
for party purposes. 

Mr. Hotmes (Hosiery Federaiion) said that with reference to the spirit of the 
suggestion, not the letter, the General Purposes Committee of his Trade Union were 
in favour of it, that was that the question should be discussed on principle. It had 
been said that a misunderstanding existed, and why not give him a chance of removing 
it? He said that they accepted the spirit. The members of his society were prepared 
for a discussion, but were not prepared to take the responsibility ; because, first of all, 
it might be made a political question, and, secondly, in face of the near approach of 
the General Election, it might be detrimental to the prospects of some of the Labour 
candidates. With reference to the question of sending up and withdrawing the 
resolutions, the officials that had managed their federation suggested that two 
resolutions should be sent up, one on the fair wages clause and the second on Free 
Trade. 'The two resolutions were sent up in order to be in time, and they knew they 
would have time for withdrawal. The fair wages resolution was accepted and the other 
rejected, and it was withdrawn. These were the reasons, and_ the only reasons, why 
the resolution had been withdrawn, because their delegates did not wish to injure the 
interests of any Parliamentary candidate. The motive was pure, clear, and distinct. 
Sooner than any harm should be done he withdrew the resolution. 

The Presrpent: As one of the Labour candidates who hopes to go before a 
constituency at the next Parliamentary election, I am grateful for Mr. Holmes’s 
kindness. 

Mr. R. Butt, M.P. (Railway Servants): I join in that appreciation ! 

Mr. Houuzs: That is only a Sextonism ! 

Mr. Miuuercurp (Lock and Key Sm ‘ls): Seeing that there is no reference on the 
Agenda to this subject, is it in order the General Purposes Committee to suggest 
that the matter should be revived ? 

The Presipent: The original agenda contained the resolution. I say it ought 
not to have been removed without the consent of Congress. 

The whole of the recommendations of the General Purposes Committee were 
then carried unanimously. 


Discussion of the report was then resumed. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION. 


Mr. A. Stewart (Miners’ Federation) referred to the Workmen’s Compensation 
Bill of this year. He asked what the Parliamentary Committee had decided to do, 
seeing that the Bill had been withdrawn. No Bill would be satisfactory that did not 
give compensation to all workers who met with injury in their employment. 


The PresipEnt said they were not discussing future legislation. The Parliamentary 
Committee would do what Congress instructed. 


AIDING THE BLIND. 


Mr. A. T. Goutp (Brassworkers) asked why the Bill for aiding the blind was put 
in the hands of a Liberal member instead of being entrusted to a Labour member. 
Did the Liberal member take the same action with respect to the Bill as—— 


The Presipent: My dear sir, we are not discussing Mr. Burns’ conduct now. 
There is no limitation of power of the Parliamentary Committee as to the custody of 
a Bill, The Bill for aiding ithe blind was entrusted to Mr. Jobn Burns as chairman 
of the Labour group in the House of Commons. Whether that Bill has been intro- 
duced or not we have no knov ledge, but it will be brought on again next Session. 
When you say, ‘You must not give a Bill except to Labour members,” no doubt it 
will be carried out; but when you do, then, under present circumstances, you will 
have very few Bills introduced. 


Mr. Goutp: I think the Parliamentary Committee have been very remiss in not 
finding out the fate of the Bill. 
CHARACTER NOTE BILL. 


Mr. Turner (Shop Assistants) inquired what progress had been made with the 
Character Note Bill. 
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Mr. R. Bet, M.P., explained that a conference was arranged of representatives 
of railway servants, boot and shoe operatives, and shop assistants, and certain 
principles were adopted and put in the shape of a Bill. Is was lute ia the Session 
when this was accomplished, and the Bill was entrusted to him to introduce tothe 
House. Pending the conclusion of the Trades Dispute Bill, he hai some hitle 
difficuliy in getting it backed, and, therefore, it had not been introduced in the last 
Session. He hoped, however, it would be introduced early in the next Session. 


THE POSITION OF LABOUR CANDIDATES. 


Mr. Sm1ntie (Miners’ Federation) wanted to know when the approval of the 
Parliamentary Committee was given to Labour candidates. Did they wait until the 
contest began at the polis ? 


The Presipent: The position of the Parliamentary Committee is clearly 
defined by the standing order which says ‘‘in all Parliamentary elections.” Therefore 
it is not within the province of the Pasliamentary Committee to accept and make up 
a list of candidates of their own. They must wait until a bye or general election is 
actually on, and it is only on the application of the candidates themselves that they 
can ratify his candidature. 


Mr. Sminuie thought it a foolish policy to wait until the election and then 
endorse candidates in the height of the election. Is was in order to give the candidates 
the support of the Trade Unionists that the Committee was asked to endorse them 
ai all, and to endorse them two or three days before the election took place was not 
going to do the candidate any good. 


Mr. JoHN Warp (Navvies’ Union) said he thought the objection of Mr. Smillie 
was entirely met by a proposition of his ‘society which would be discussed’ daring the 
week. 

The PRESIDENT said he could only repsat that this matter had been before the 
Committee on two or three occasions, and he gave it as his opinion thea, and he gave 
it again now, that thea literal rendering of the standing order meant that not until a 
Parliamentary election was pending could the Committee adopt the candidates. 


Mr. SMILLIE: That may be the literal, but not the seusible, interpretation. 


Mr. Warp added that the resolution of his society proposed to delete the word 
“ elections” in the standing order and insart “ constituencies” instead. 


Mr. F, Kennepy (Builders’ Labourers’ Union) said he wanted the Parliamentary 
Committee to keep up their dignity. Speakers had spoken with tat object in view 
already, and he wanted to instil it into the Committee’s brain. He was convinced 
that there was no Labour man in this country who, once he had received the 
credentials and support of the Commiitze, should not find a sufficient recommendation 
to admit him to the House of Commons. He thought they should at least steer clear 
of political superaumeraries who took ten characters in one act. 


The PresipENT said he did not know what the objection of Mr. Kennedy was. 
He appeared to object to the Parliameutary Committee. If ha would state his 
objection they would endzavour to deal with it. 

Mr. Kennepy replied that he wanted the Parliamentary Committee to take the 
matter into their own hands, and nominate men in whom they had confidence. 


This portion of the report was then agreed to. 


CO-OPERATIVE PRINTING PRESS AND LABOUR NEWSPAPER. 


Mr. A. Evans (Printers’ Warehsusemen) criticised the actiou of the Parliamentary 
Committee in the way the circular bad bzen issued propoundimy the scheme for the 
establishment of a co-op2rative priating press and Labour newspaper. He thought 
the various societies oughi to have beeu asked, not how much they were prepared ts 
invest, but those who were in favour of the scheme should have been invited to a 
conference. He suggasted that the Parliamentary Committee should call a conference 
of the socigties.in favour of the scheme, which he for one hop:d would -be a success. 
He firmly believed that his own society would be prepared to join the scheme and to 
invest a reasonable sum of money, and they would hike to be put in touch with the 
other societies who were in favour of a Labour newspaper. Hoe thought there was 
sufficient business kuowledge and interest in this master to run a Labour paper 
on the co-operative principle. 
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The PrEsIpENT said {he circular sent out by the Parliamentary Committee was 
embodied in the report, representing exactly what was adopted by the last Congress, 
neither more nucr less. There was no suggestion that he knew of of a conference 
being called. 


Mr. W. A. Appieton (Nottingham Lacemakers) said Mr. Evars claimed to speak 
as a business mav, but be thought he spoke more like a company promoter. He 
wanted the Committee to send oufé a circular which would induce the union to start a 
Labour paper, when it might be a failure. Some of them bad had expensive 
experience of running such a paper. He was pleased that the Parliamentary 
Committee had the courage to put the facts fairly and squarely before the unions. 
Perhaps they had prevented good money being wasted. 


Mr. F. W. Wetsu (London Vellum Binders) said the project bad been discussed 
by the printing Trade Unions, and the opinion of the majority of the executives was 
that the scheme ag propounded was practically hopeless. In view of this fact it would 
be ridiculous for other trades to go into a scheme of this sort. 


Mr.:C. W. Bowrrmay, on behalf of the Parlismentary Committee, said the 
Committee had approached the question in the most sympathetic spirit, but 
they felt that before addressing the trades upon such an important subject they 
should fully inquire into the matter in order that the societies might know what they 
were doing. They would rot have been dcing their duty had they not endeavoured 
to place before the trades the probable cost of such an undertaking. 


Mr. J. Baxer (Erginemen and Boilermen) asked how many societies had replied 
favourably, and how much morey they were prepared to invest. He was fully 
convinced that Labour ought to have 20 or 80 papers, but the movement would not 
get them on schemes of £10,000 each, and it was no use wasting money on suggested 
conferences ard only have a few replies. 


The PREsIpEnt, replying to Mr. Baker, said he must give the information if it 
was pressed for, but it was certainly not creditable. The answers were as bad as 
those last year, if nct worse. 


Mr. Baker pressed for the information, because the situation was a serious one 
and should not be played with. If the Trade Unions meant business they would 
find ihe money, but at present he thought they did not mean business. 


The PRESIDENT, reviewing the ten replies to the Committee’s circular, said that 
two societies were in favour of establishing a co-operative printing press and starting 
a daily paper with £10,000 capital. Three societies were not in favour of a paper 
being started. One society was prepared to invest £1,500 provided the share capital 
was increased to £100.000 (which was “something like it,’ as Mr. Sexton inter- 
polated) and the Trade Uvions guaranteed the balance. Another society was 
prepared to invest £250. Six societies said they were unable to invest anything, and 
one society had adjourned the matter to a future date. A later offer of £10 was 
received. In his spinion Trade Unionism ought to have a raper, and he believed if 
a strong lead was given the country would follow. At the same time, he thought the 

_ question was solving itself, seeing that in many localities up and down the country 
small papers were springing up and doing useful work. 


Mr. C. A. Beck (Railway Servants): Is it not a fact that Trade Uniorists are 
prevented by law from investing in a speculative undertaking like a daily news- 
paper ? 

The Prusipent: Yes, but there are other ways of killing a dog besides choking 
if with butter. 


Mr. G. H. Rowtrson (Forest of Dean Mirers) believed that if a general appeal 
was made to Trade Unionists they could be induced to invest £100,000 in founding a 
co-operative printing press and daily newspaper. 


INSURANCE SCHEME FOR CHILDREN, 


Mr. W. J. Davis (Brassworkers), referring to the portion of the report des ling 
with the collective scheme for the insurance of the children of Trade Unionists, said. 
the Parliamentary Committee was commissioned by the last Congress to circularise 
the trades and see if there was any support to the collective principle contained in 
their insurance scheme. He was just a little bit afraid that, because the scheme 
came from Birmingham, it was not kindly lcoked upon, but he desired to draw 
attention to one virtue it possessed, namely, that it was not necessary to carry it into 
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effect in the collective sense, and that every trade joining a federation could apply the 
pricciple to its owa society. That might be the reason why the trades, as a whole, 
were not disposed to form a new scheme of a gigantic character. Perhaps they would 
just permit him to say what was the resuli of one experiment under the scheme. 
The children who died and*the children who were supported cost the scheme £350, 
but the contributions under the scheme amounted to £700, the difference being the 
profit. Yet all that was charged was a 14. per family for every child up to 14, showing 
that when they were payiog an insurance office a 1d. per child they were being robbed, 
and could do the business better themselves. He trusted every Trade Unionist would 
take the matter fully into his consideration. 


Mr. J. Baxer (Enginemen and Boilermen): We discussed the scheme, but declined 
to adopt it because we had one of our own. We are paying into an insurance fund 
higher than that suggested by the Parliamentary Committee’s scheme, and we can 
save half of our income every half-year. 


CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES AND TRADE UNION LABOUR. 


On the report of the Joint Committee of the Congress and the Co-operative Union 
being reached— 


Mr. Frespman (Leeds Tailors) said he had moved a resolution at last year’s 
Congress in regard to co-operative societies and Trade Union labour. There was no 
mention of that resolution in the report. 


The PresipENT said that the resolution of the Leeds Congress was embodied in 
the preamble. 


Mr. FreepMAN said that the resolution of the Leeds Cougress stated that the 
time had arrived for co-operative societies to employ Trade Union labour in preference 
to non-union labour. 


The PresiDENT said he did not think that the delegate had helped them. What 
he had quoted was simply an expression of opinion, and there was no instruction. 
For his part, he thought that co-operators ought to employ Trade Unionists, but they 
could not compel them to do so. 


Mr. FreepMan asked that in the future the Parliamentary Committee should 
keep the matter in view. 


The PresipENT said that they would see to it, and Mr. Freedman could take it 
that it would be all right. 


THE SECRETARY TO CONGRESS. 


Mr. J. R. Crynes (Gasworkers and General Labourers), referring to the paragraph 
dealing with the Secretaryship, said he believed that for some years past there had 
been a growing opinion that the Secretary of such a great national Trade Union body 
a3 this should devote the whole of his time to the duties. The Secretary's salary was 
now £250 a year, with reasonable remuneration for clerical assistance. That was 
roughly £5 a week. He did not say that when a man devoted the whole of his time 
to the duties that that amount was too much—he would be ia favour of a larger 
salary—but when the Secretary only gave part of his time it was too large. A 
resolution had been passed by the Parliamentary Committee that the Sacretary should 
devote the whole of his time to his duties, but it appeared to bs in conflicé with a 
recommendation that the resolution should not come into force till the appointment 
of Secretary in 1906. Since the resolution was passed he a:sumed that nominations 
had been sent in, and he wanted to ask, so as to be fully assured, whether the 
nominations were sent in after the recommendation was made public. He further 
wanted to ask whether they were to take the two matters separately. They had the 
opinion that the recommendation should. not apply this year. He thought the 
Congress ought to be given the opportunity, either now or at some future stage of the 
proceedings, to definitely decide what the position of the future Secretary was to be. 
The time had come, he thought, when the Secretary should devote the whole of his 
time to the duties. 


The PRESIDENT said the notices for nominations for the secretaryship were sent 
out ten days before the resolution was adopted. The Committee therefore inserted a 
paragraph suggesting that the “whole time” clause should not come into force 
until 1906. 




















TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 117 





Mr. 0, A. Beck (Railway Servants) : Did intending applicants have an opportunity 
of applying under the new arrangements? I ask the question owing to the fact that 
there were such a meagre number of applicants. 


No answer was given. 


Mr. W. P. CoeESMAN (Fawcett Association) moved the rejection of the recom- 
mendation that the standing order should not be put into force for twelve months. 


Mr. A. T. Gou.p (Brassworkers) seconded the resolution. 


Mr. W. WuiIteFIeLp (Miners’ Federation) pointed out that the matter was to 
come up again on the agenda paper, and the debate would be more in order at that 
stage. 


Mr. R. Bett, M.P. (Railway Servants): I would ask Congress not to interfere 
with this paragraph. It is simply the pious opinion of the Parliamentary Committee. 
You have on the agenda paper the concrete resolution, upon which you can register 
your opluions. 


Tho adoption of the “ previous question ” put an end to the discussion. 


DIRECT REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. Szwarps (Postal Telegraph Clerks) asked if anything further had been done 
since a question was put to the Postmaster-General in April with relation to the 
conditions of labour under which carpenters and joiners had to work in the Post 
Office. 


The Presipent replied that nothing had been done because Lord Stanley had 
shut the door in their faces every time the deputation tried to see him. 


Mr. Sewarps said that the question had been raised in Parliament, and surely 
the door of Parliament had not been shut ? 


_ The Presipent: If the doors of Parliament were not “closed” to a very great 
extent, Mr. Stewart would have been there before now. 


Mr. D. J. Suacxieton, M.P., on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, said 
that he had put a dozen questions in the House direct from the postmen, and all the 
time devoted to the Post Office vote was appropriated to a discussion the chief point 
of which was the refusal of the Post Office authority (Lord Stanley) to accept the 
recommendations of the Bradford Commission. All the other points were crushed out 
of the debate to give prominence to that most important matter. He asked the post- 
men aud the employés of all Government departments to place in the forefront their 
claim to the right of direct representation. The Parliamentary Committee had taken 
this matter up, and issued a specia! circular to the trades asking them to press the 
determination to have direct representation. That was the only solution of the 
matter. The others were simply pinpricks. What was wanted was direct 
representation of all employés. 


THE AMERICAN DELEGATES’ UNLUCKY EXPERIENCE. 


Mr. B. Coover (Cigar Makers) complained that when the American delegates 
arrived in Liverpool there was nobody there to meet them. 


The Presipent explained that he had been deputed by the Committee to meet 
the delegates. The passengers on the ship by which they arrived commenced to 
disembark at eight o’clock. He got down to meet them five minutes later, but their 
luggage had then been checked, and they had got on the train for London. The 
President went on to relate a funny incident which occurred during his uusuccesstal 
search for the delegates, one of whom had only one arm. He went up to the Customs 
man, who was a friend of his, and said, ‘‘ By the way, did you see any luggage marked 
belonging to a man with one arm named Moffitt?’? The man addressed replied, ‘‘ No, 
put if you will tell me the name of his other arm perhaps I’ll be able to tell you.” 
The American delegates had accepted his statement that the fact that they were not 
met was due to an accident which no precautions could have prevented. 


Mr. W. CO. Stzapman, on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, explained that 
he had done his best to undo the mischief that had occurred at Liverpool by 
searching out, in company with Mr. Bowerman, the American delegates on their 
arrival in London; and, after a few remarks from Mr. WILL THORNE (Gasworkers) 
and Mr. H. Orsett (Dock Workers), the matter dropped. 
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SHOP ASSISTANTS AND CO-OPERATIVE STORES. 


Miss MarGARET BonpFIELD (Shep Assistants), on the report of the Joint Com- 
mittee of Trade Unionists and Co-operators on the question of the discharge of a 
servant by the Woolwich Co-operative Society, moved an amendment that the 
Congress was of opinion that the finding of the Joint Committee was unsatisfactory. 
She protested against any suggestion that the action of the Shop Assistants’ Union 
was taken out of any desire to annoy. Her society had refused to accept ihe 
principle of balancing time inavgurated by the Woolwich Co-operative Society. She 
objected to the constitution of the Joint Committee of Trade Uniorists and 
Co-operators. The Trade Unionist section were apt to be influenced by their 
co-operative principles if they possessed them, and in her view the Trade Unionist 
portion of the committee should be composed of men who were not interested in any 
way with the co-operative movement. 


Mr. J. Turner (Shop Assistants), in seconding, said that unless a different spirit 
was exhibited by the Joint Committee there would be very few cases that would go 
before the Arbitration Board, and the shop assistants would come to the conclusion 
that arbitration was a fraud. It pained him to say that if they had to fight the 
co-operative societies to maintain trade conditions, then they would fight. They felt 
there was hardly a fair balance of co-cperators and Trade Unionists on the Joint 
Committee. They were not going to be ground down by the covsumer any more than 
by the capitalist. They asked as wage-earners to be put upon the same platform as 
other uvionists, and if necessary they would fight for their position. 


Mr. Ben Turner (Batley Weavers): I think the co-operative movement is just 
as we make it. In the North of Eugland we get strong Trade Unionists on the 
committees, and that is the only way to control them. 


Tbe Prestipent: As chairman of the Joint Committee, I should like to say a 
word. While I consider it is our duty to defend Trade Unionists from injustice, I 
am not prepared to subscribe to the nction that because a man is a Trade Unionist 
he must be supported whatever he may do. It was conclusively proved—and, I am 
sorry to say, the fact was gloried in—that Morris went out of his way—went into 
another department with which he had nothing to do—and was accused of taking 
correspondence from a file. 


Miss BonpDFIELD: I object to that ! 


The Presipent: I am repeating what was stated in my‘ presence, and was 
admitted by Morris to be correct. 


Mr. D. J. SHAckLETON, M.P.: On these matters, which appertain to one particular 
instance, a debate has arisen on the whole question of co-operation. It was not 
asserted during the hearing of this case that the Woolwich Co-operative Society is 
worse than the private trader. The fact is, that in order to save their trade, the 
Woolwich Society said they must re-arrange their hours, so as to compete on more 
equel terms with the private traders; and they did this by giving the men time off. 
We could not say that that was a breach of Trade Unionist principles. Hours of 
trades often have to be adjusted to meet circumstances. Statistics were given to us, 
the sales were given to us for many months previous to the reduction of hours and 
afterwards, and they showed conciusively that the change in hours was necessary. 
It appears to me that if we are to take the dictum of the Shop Assistants we shall 
have a great difficulty to find men to sit upon this Joint Committee who are Trade 
Unionists only. With regard to the statement made by the President, what did occur 
is something that cannot be defended. This must be looked upon as a matter of 
business. No delegate in this hall would allow a clerk to go into his office and annex 
what correspondence he chose. This man Morris did go into the room and extract 
papers for his own purpose. 


Mr, J. Turner (Shop Assistants): To prove his case. 


Mr. SHackteTon: It does not matter whether it proved his case or not: the 
action was wrong in principle. If our judgment is not to be taken as genuine, I ask 
to be kept off the Joint Committee. I put my Trade Unionism first, but I am net 
going to be shut out from co-operation. I have given an honest decision on the facts 
of the case, presented by both sides without let or hindrance. 


Mr. W. S. Acton (Nelson Weavers): It is most unfair that the principles of 
co-operation should be assailed in this way. In Lancashire, at any rate, one co- 
operative society, in the revision of its rules, bas taken the opportunity of embodying 
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in them a recommendation to employ Trade Unionists, and I think it would be made 
compulsory if the law would allow of it. 


Mr. Witt Tuorne: These differences are very unsatisfactory; when men like 
ourselves give decisions on the evidenve brought forward, we are bound to offend Trade 
Unionists or co-operators. I want to call your attention to the second recommenda- 
tion which reads: ‘‘ But, as a matter of policy, we think it would have been advisable 
to have conferred with the employés before making the alteration.” And we thivk 
now that they made a mistake in altering the hours of labour without consulting their 
employés; if they had done so, this trouble would have been avoided. Wemusihave 
discipline in our ranks; no man can be allowed to take correspondence from files. 
When you have rules and regula:ions thay must be carrie1 oul, and co-operators 
could not carry on their business at all without discipline. We had the pros and cons 
before us. We sat in deliberation on two occasions for a great number of hours, and 
T am convinced that if Mr. John Turner had been there he would have agreed with 
our judgment. 

Mr. H. Onpety (Dockers): Am I to understand that the letter that was taken 
from the file by Mr. Morris did really prove his case ? 


The PrestpEnt: No, I don’t think it did. 


Mr. Orzett: Well, then, you didn’t gather all the evidence, after all; for this 
letter does prove this man’s case. And I thiak the grievance, as far as I can 
understand it, is that you did not take into account, when you were giving your 
decision, the evidence of thai letter. It may not be right to encourage sach condact 
as that of Mr. Morris; but did you not ask that this particular evideace should be got 
by a certain time? And I am surprised to hear prominent Trade Unionists talk about 
reducing hours, when we find that after they h.ve besn xeduced they are siill 
something like 684 per week, including meal times for less than the docker’s ‘‘ tanner.”’ 


. 


Our idea is not to do away with the co-opsrative movement, bat to purify ib. 

The Presipent: It was proved to us conclusively that Mr. Morris was noé 
victimised becaise of the promineat part he had taken in the dispute. He was 
discharged because he took the document from the fie. Previous to the reduction of 
hours, the co-operators of Woolwich were carrying ou’ the rule as to early closing. 
The hours, I believe, are still below those of the majority of the private trading 
establishments of the district. 

Miss BonpFIExp, replying to the discussion, said Mr. Morris was challenged to 
pring proof of the statement he had made. The letter was not ussd beyoud being 
laid before the Stores Committee. He brought the letter rather than jeopardise the 
situation of any of his fellow-workers by asking them to give evidence on his behalf. 
I say that the man was justified in getting that leiter from the files. In the state- 
ment put before the Committee it was urged that the Woolwich Co-operative Society 
were compelled to bring themselves into harmoay with the resi of the traders. Such 
a consideration should not be allowed to enter the co-operative movement. The 
Woolwich co-operators claim the right to extend the hours from 663 to 69, and to 
mate amends for this by giving time off. We say that is a rotten system. ‘There 
are private traders all over the country that keep open hours and hours after the 
co-operative shops are closed ; but ths co-operators go on in their own independent 
way: 

On being put to the vote, the amendment declaring the finding of the Joint 
Committes to be unsatisfactory was lost. 


The Report of the Parliamentary Committee was then put and carried, and 
Congress adjourned for luncheon. 


AFTERNOON SITTING. 


CHANGES IN THE LAW. 


Mr. C.-H. Garuanp (Postal Telegraph Clerks): I wish to move an instruction to 
the Parliamentary Committee concerniug future Annual Reports. A good many 
changes take place in the law from one year to another, and I want to move that we 
ask the Standing Counsel to Congress to supply for the Reporia short reswmé of the 
changes in the law that have takea place during the year. 


The Prusipenr: That must be placed on the agenda paper in the ordinary way. 
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THE LATE LADY DILKE. 
The Presipent: I have received the following telegram from Sir Charles Dilke :— 


‘‘ Deeply moved by the action of Congress in memory of my wife. 
‘‘ CHARLES WENTWORTH DILKE.” 


A VERY SERIOUS MATTER, 


Mr. J. TuRNER (Shop Assistants) : Since the adjournment I have been accused of 
receiving money to attack the Co-operative movement, and I want to know what 
Congress can do in the matter. 


The Presipent: That is a very serious matter, but we cannot take any action. 
All complaints and suggestions have to be submitted to the General Purposes 
Committee in the first place. 


BILLS RELATING TO SHOPS. 
Mr. A. T. Goutp Brassworkers) moved :— 


‘‘That this Congress reaffirms the opinion that the Shop Clubs Act should, in order 
to protect the liberty of workers, be amended so as to make it illegal for employers 
or their agents to dismiss employés simply because they are Trade Unicnists or 
co-operators; and further, that the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to render 
every assistance in prcmoting the amending Bill standing in the names of Mr. H. 
Broadhurst, M.P., Mr. R. Bell, M.P., and Sir John Brunner, which would, if enacted, 
secure this protection.” 


He said that he knew of a case in which a railway worker had been removed for no 
other reason, as far as he was aware, than that he was a Trade Unionist. 


Mr. W. C. McStrocxmr (Brassworkers) seconded. 


Mr. W. G. Loraine (Railway Servants) said that, although this matter had been 
brought to the notice of Parliament several times, their members continued to be 
victimised. 


Carried unanimously. 
SHOP HOURS BILL. 


Miss BonDFIELD moved the following resolution, also relating to shops :— 


‘“‘ This Congress expresses its dissatisfaction with the Shop Hours Act, 1904, in that 
it fails to provide any practical remedy by which the hours worked in shops will be 
lessened, and reaffirms its opinion that no legislation for shops will be satisfactory which 
does not include compulsory and uniform closing of shops, limitation of the hours of 
labour and Sunday closing, cn the lines of the Shops Bill drafted by the National Union 
of Shop Assistants, ard introduced in the House of Commons by Sir Charles Dilke.” 


She said they wanted the House cf Commons to amend the stupid Shop Hours Act of 
1904 and put it upon a satisfactory basis by the introduction of compulsory closing. 
They did not intend to be content with what they thought was half a loaf, but which 
had proved to be only a stone. 


Mr. JouHn Turner (Shop Assistants) seconded the resolution. He said that the 
Act was only put forward and carried by a Conservative Government in order to 
make it impossible to get better legislation in the future. If they did manage to get 
one or two towns to adopt the present Act it would only be in places where the 
employers were already almost unanimous and where the Act consequently was not 
wanted. When the shutters cf a shop were down it did not mean that the assistants 
were free; there might be window Gressing or stock straightenivg to be done. This 
Act, it would be seen, had nothing whatever to do with the regulation of hours of 
labour in shops; it had only to do with the closing of them. Dr.-Macnamara and 
one or two Radicals were the only people who had helped to bring in a better measure. 


Mr. D. J. SHAcKLETON, M.P.: I am quite in sympathy with this resolution, but it 
is only right that the statement made by the seconder as to the members of Parlia- 
ment should be explained. With Sir Charles Dilke and Dr. Macnamara none of us 
disagrees; we support them on every occasion in the House. We have supported 
Sir Charles Dilke in his action on behalf of the shop assistants. If there are some 
Labour members who have voted against Sir Charles Dilke, they ought to be named 
The shop assistants rightly asked Sir Charles to take charge of their Bill. All we 
can do is to support him by speech and vote, and this we have dene on every 
occasion. 
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Mr. W. Goprrey (Carmen’s Union) supported the resolution on behalf of the 
carmen. Through the late closing of shops, they found that their men were not able 
to get their shopping done until 11 or 12 o’clock at night. Even in towns that had 
adopted the Act, the carmen were not included in its provisions. For the same 
reason their wives were compelled to be satisfied with the “ block ornaments ”’ that 
other women had been digging their nails into all day to see whether they were 
tender or not. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 


ELECTION OF AUDITORS. 


Mr. J. Wadsworth (Miners’ Federation) and Mr. J. B. Williams (Musicians’ 
Union) were elected auditors to Congress. There were six candidates. 


COLLECTIVE BARGAINING, 


Mr. S. Wuyprew (Fawcett Association) moved :— 

“ That this Congress enters its emphatic protest against the refusal of the heads of 
the various Governmental Departments to grant interviews to tha accredited repre- 
sentatives of the organised employés, and looks upon such refusal as a direct blow at the 
right of combination, and hereby instructs its Parliamentary Committee to get to Service 
unions the same privilege as is enjoyed by unions of workers in private employ.” 


The work of organising Government employés, as was well knowa, was gceatly 
retarded, and would continue to be kept back as long as the departmants refused to 
recognise the officials. 

Mr. S. Micuaxts (Cabdrivers) formally seconded. 


Carried unanimously. 
SPECIAL COURTS 
Mr. J. TurNER (Shop Assistants) moved the following resolution on behalf of the 
Shop Assistants :— 

«That this Congress is of opinion that special courts should be created to deal with 
summonses concerning wages due, fines dedusted, and breach of agreement on the lines 
of the Continental trade courts; such courts to be composed of a judge and elected 
representatives of the employers and employés.” 

He did not know why they in England should not have trade courts such as were in 
existence on the Continent. They would, as had been proved on the Continent, 
cheapen the legal process, enable the parties to get a better settlement, would obviate 
the High Court, and would be very useful all round. 


Miss Bonprietp : I formally second the resolution. 


Carried unanimously. 
CARRIAGE INSPECTION. 


Mr. C. Kinccate Socie y of Coachmakers) moved :— 

“That in the opinion of this Congress it is desirable that practical coachmakers 
should be appointed hackney and public carriage inspectors, instead of such positions 
being held by inspectors of police as at present; and also, in the opinion of this Congress, 
that the Board of Trade should insist on all railway companies having practical coach- 
makers a3 examining inspectors of all coach stock in traffic; and furthermore, iastructs 
the Parliamentary Committee to take the necassary steps to place this before the Home 
Secretary and the Secretary to the Board of Trade with a view to making such appoint- 
ments compulsory.” 

He said that the principle of the resolation had already been adopted in many othar 
trades. It must be patent that the inspection of work, where it needed inspection, 
ought to be done by the man who male the work, bscause it was only such mea wh) 
knew where lurked th3 evil which might cause an accident. He contended that it 
was as reasonable to appoint a policeman to carry out the inspection of a carriags as 
it would be to appoint a tailor to inspect a boiler. 


Mr. W. G. Loraine (Railway Servants), in seconding, asked the Parliamentary 
Committee to bear in mind that the railway companies did not employ practical mon 
for the purpose of inspecting their carriages. Instead of employing a_practical 
carriage examiner at 393. per week, they now employed “greasers” aia redaction of 
from 10s. to 12s. per week. 


This resolution was unanimously carried. 
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TO HELP THE BLIND. 
Mr. J. E, Grecory (National League of the Blind) moved :— 


“‘ This Congress expresses the opinion that the present system for aiding the blind of 
our community, based as it is entirely upon voluntary effort (charity), does not tend to 
promote the permanent welfare of this section of our fellow citizens. We, therefore, urge 
upon his Majesty’s Government the necessity of making adequate provision for these 
afflicted people by placing the responsibility upon one of the State Departments of pro- 
viding for the maintenance of the dependent blind by— 


(1) The erection of national and municipal workshops, with the guarantee of a 
real living wage ; 

‘*(2) The establishment of technical schools for the capable blind who can be 
made industrially self-supporting ; 


(3) For the incapable, aged, and infirm blind, their maintenance by pensions 
adequate to keep them in a proper and humane manner. 


“ Further, that it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee to take such 
steps as in their opinion may be necessary to secure the passing of such legislation as will 
provide for the foregoing objects.”’ 


He said that the resolution was submitted to the last Congress and unanimourely 
endorsed. Since then a Bill bad been drafted upon the lines contained in the terms 
of the resolution. That Bill was sent along to the Parliamentary Committee, who 
spproved of it, and duly forwarded it to the Chairman of the Labour group of the 
House of Commons, with the request that he should endeavour to bring it forward as 
soon as possible. It had not yet been brought forward; probably the exigencies of 
the Session had prevented it. Voluntary effort had failed to remedy the lot of 
the blind, and it was not asking too much of Parliament to request them to take 
action. 


Mr. A. T. Goutp (Brassworkers), in seconding, said that charity was not a 
satisfactory method of dealing with this question. Many a well-placed man would 
give a shilling to a blind man in crder to dodge him out of the justice to which he was 
entitled. He congratulated the Committee, bowever, upon the Jack of nebulosity 
which they displayed in the resolution. 


Mr. Wuysrew (Fawcett Association), in supporting, advocated the establishment 
of workshops where the blind could be employed in making baskets for the Post Office. 


The resolution was carried. 


PROTECTION OF WORKMEN’S TOOLS. 
Mr. W. Davipson (Cabinet Makers) moved :— 


‘‘ Seeing those workers who have to provide expensive tools for their daily ocoupation 
have no control whatever over the nature or sufficiency of the safeguards against fire in the 
factory or workshop, this Congress is of opinion that the employers in each case should 
be held responsible for the amount of damage done to the workmen’s tools, and be held 
liable therefor, and, further, calls upon the Parliamentary Committee to frame and 
introduce a Bill into Parliament having the above object in view.” 


He said it was no uncommon thing for a man to have £50 worth of tools, ninth-tenths 
of which would be left in the workshop, yet the employer would take no responsibility. 
It was possible that if a man lost his tools he would also lose his means of livelihood. 


Mr. J. O’Grapy (Furnishing Trades) seconded, and suggested that the words ‘‘ water 
or other destructive means in factory, workshop, or mine,” be inserted after the words 
“ safeguards against fire.” 


Mr. W. W. SaunpErs (Carpenters and Joiners) cbserved that nothing had been 
said to convince him that the carrying of the resolution would be of any benefit to any 
trade. It might have the opposite «ffect. More tools were lost by theft than by fire. 
ae noid rather have some one else than the employer to look to in the case of 
ost tools. 


Mr. Mossss (Patternmakers) described the resolution as mischievous, and said 
that it would deprive the members of his trade of the best method of organisation they 
possessed at present, viz., the inducement of having their tools insured against loss 
by fire, water, theft, or by everything whereby tools could be lest, for the merely 
nominal payment of 1s. per annum. 


Mr. J. Wiison (Scottish Shale Miners) said he was not convinced by the last 
two speakers. Mr. Mosses and his friends ought to support the resolution. 
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The Presipent: I must now distinctly state that the amendment suggesied by 
Mr. O'Grady is contrary to Standing Orders and cannot be accepted. The resolution 
as it stands includes the miners in the term “‘ workmen,” and, therefore, the position 
of the miners may be discussed on this resolution. 

Mr. W. Wurreristp (Miners’ Federation) did not think the resolution inciuded 
the tools of miners. If the word “ expensive” were deleted it might include them. 

The Prestpent: There was ample time for the miners to alter this resolution if 
they thought fit, but in my opinion the resolatioa as it stands includes them. 

The motion in its original form was then put to the vote and lost, there voting 
—for the resolution, 108; against, 121. 


THE SECRETARYSHIP. 


Mr. W. E. Harvey (Chairman of Standing Orders) annouaced that the following 
letter had been received from Mr. Ben Tillett :— 
‘Kindly withdraw my name as candidate for the secretaryship, and oblige, 
‘s Yours fraternally, 
: “Bren TILLETT.”’ 
It was agreed to allow the withdrawal. 


TRAFFIC REGULATION. 


Mr. A. AsttEs (Manchester Carters) moved :— 

“That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee to again introduce into 
Parliament during next Session the Bill for the More Effectual Regulation of Traffic 
in Streets, promoted by the United Carters’ Association of England.” 

He said the present state of things was a danger to life and limb and a disgrace to 
the community. 


Mr. A. Grunpy (Carters and Lurreymen) seconded. 


Carricd unanimously. 
MUNICIPAL TRADING. 


Mr, W. Davipson (Cabinetmakers) moved :— 

“That we call upon the Parliamentary Committee to bring all possible pressure to 
bear upon the M.P.’s and other public representatives so that public bodies may be 
empowered to enter into, and carry on, any work or business on behalf of the people, so 
as to steady the volume of trade and provide work at fair rates for those who would 


otherwise be idle.”’ 
He would like to see the nationalisation of industries, so that the people might be 
employed with profit to the communities. Were the industries under popular 
control it would then be possible to reduce the hours of labour when employment was 
scarce, so that more people could be employed instead of a goodly number walking 
about the streets while a few worked long hours of overtime. 


The resolution was formally seconded and carried. 


MUNICIPAL BANKING, 


Mr. W. Davipson (Cabinetmakers) moved :— 
‘That in order to provide larger means of carrying out social reforms, public 
administrative bodies be empowered to issue their own credit notes, thereby avoiding the 
heavy interest charged for the use of borrowed money, and the Congress hereby instructs 
its Parliamentary Committee to draft a Bill embodying this principle, and to use all 
possible means to get the same passed into law.” 
In the course of his speech Mr. Davidson said that he held in his hand a list giving 
the total municipal debt for eleven towns. In those towns the muaicipal debi was 
more than £148,000,000, the interest on which, at an average rate of 8 per cent., ran 
to £4,500,000. This money might have been spent ia setting people who were now 
unemployed to work under fair conditions with benefii to everyoody. 

Mr. C. Freak (Boot and Shoe Operatives) began to speak to the resolution, but 
was interrupted by the Chairman ai an early stage. 


The Presipent: Are you seconding the resolution ? 


- Mr. Freax: I don’t know what it is, but I wili second it, because I think I 
understand the argument of the mover! I am under the impression thas, a3 regards 
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the municipal and imperial Government of the country, it is quite possible to carry it 
on without gold. I think it would be a good job for England if she could do without 
gold. I understand from the mover of the resolution that the word ‘‘ gold” might be 
pared out of the English language. It has been the cause of most of the world’s 
troubles. 


The proposition was agreed to. 


THE LIQUOR TRADE. 
Mr. Samuki FisHER (Coal Trimmers) moved :— 


‘¢ That this Congress hereby records its deep satisfaction at the large diminution in 
the consumption of intoxicating drinks as shown by the revenue returns of the last 
financial year, and is of opinion that the many facilities given for the purchase of drink, 
and the growing power and monopoly of the liquor trade are inimical to the best interest 
of our class and to the nation as a whole. And this Congress is further of opinion that in 
the interest of all classes the ‘ trade’ should be placed under popular control.” 


To this the following amendment was proposed by the Vellum Account 
Bookbinders’ Trade Society :— 


After last line add: ‘“‘ And that such public control be strictly regulated by statute 
law, in order to guard against the possibilities of that political corruption which is always 
to be found wherever the drink trade is in touch with public life.” 


Mr. FisueEr, at the outset, declared that he would accept the amendment. He 
realised that there would be divergence of opinion upon some of the points embraced 
by the resolution. The reduction of the national drink bill last year by 17 millions 
sterling was an excellent sign of the times. The drink traffic was a huge monopoly 
for the benefit of wealthy individuals and syndicates, and not for the benefit of the 
community. The better class neighbourhoods would not have drink shops in their 
midst, and why should the drink shops be thrust upon the working classes? As to 
corruption, anyone who had had experience in elections must know what an enormous 
power ‘‘the Trade ’”’ wielded during an election time. 

Mr. F. W. Wetsx (Vellum Binders) seconded, and said that the drink trade was 
always opposed to Labour. Nothing could be more ridiculous than the way the drink 
trade was at present controlled. They might take a lesson from the Gothenburg 
sysiem now in force in Norway and Sweden. 

Mr. R. NaysmitH (Gas Workers) supported the resolution, and expressed the 
view that in consequence of Trade Unions and societies having to meet in public- 
houses through not having ha'ls of their own elsewhere in which to hold their 
meetings and lodges, temptations were put in the way of the members which militated 
against the reduction of the consumption of alcoholic liquors. He specially urged 
that efforts should be made by Trade Unionists to provide suitable meeting places 
outside the public-houses, and that they should remove their lodges to them. 

Mr. A. TayLor (Amalgamated Society of Engineers) said the best way for the 
country to control the ‘‘ trade” was to own it. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


COUNCILLOR GRIBBLE AND THE AMERICAN DELEGATION. 


The CuHarrman of the Standing Orders Committee said that the Committee had 
been informed that Councillor J. Gribble, of the Boot and Shoe Operatives’ Society, 
was not in attendance at the Congress, although appointed by his society to attend. 
The delegate had been nominated as a candidate for the American delegation. The 
Committee had fully considered the question, and were of opinion that his nomination 
was invalid, but they left the matter for the Congress to decide. 

A DrtEcats# said that Mr. Gribble was unable to be present in consequence of 
removing from one house to another. The speaker was there in his place, but bad 
received no instructions as to any position for which Mr. Gribble had been nominated. 

Mr. Freak said that in the circumstances he did not think he would be offending 
Mr. Gribble or anybody else by withdrawing his nomination. 

The Congress egreed, and the nomination was withdrawn. 


DEATH CERTIFICATES. 
Mr. C. MILLER (Stevedcres) moved :— 


‘‘This Congress regrets that the Home Secretary has not been able to fulfil the 
promise made to the Parliamentary Committee that he would at the earliest opportunity 
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take the necessary steps to reduce the charge for death certificates required for the 
purposes of a registered Trade Union to the same amount as is now charged for death 
certificates required by a registered friendly society, and directs the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee to again bring the matter under the notice of the Home Secretary with a view to 
: securing the necessary reduction.”’ 

All they asked, he said, was that Trade Unions should be treated in the same way as 
the friendly societies with respect to death certificates. It was a purely non- 
contentious matter so far as Congress was concerned. 

lea Mr. J. ANDERSON (Stevedores) seconded, and said they had gone through the usual 


process of approaching the Government. Last year they were told that it was a 
matter that ought to be remedied, and they were promised that it should be remedied 
as soon as possible. 

Mr. 8. W. Rowartu (Derby and Notts Enginemen) said his association desired the 
Parliamentary Committee to take immediate steps to have the grievance removed. 


i Carried unanimously. 


a 


INVESTMENT OF TRADE UNION FUNDS. 


Mr. W. Gitutett (Salt Makers) moved :— 


‘«‘ That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee to endeavour to get an 
alteration in the law to enable Trade Unions to bank money in the Post Office Savings 


Pas i 


Bank up to any amount, same as the friendly societies. 
This was seconded and agreed to. 





BRAKES ON VANS AND TROLLEYS. 


Mr. S. Marcu (London Carmen) moved :— 

‘Ag a safeguard against accidents to carmen and carters and the public in general, 
and also as a further means of prevention of cruelty to horses, this Congress is of the 
opinion that all vans and trolleys should have efficient brakes affixed to them, and 
instructs the Parliamentary Committee to urge upon the Government or other authority 
to make it compulsory upon all owners of vans and trolleys to have brakes affixed to these 
said vehicles.” 

They wanted brakes fixed to vans for the sake of the carmen, the horses, and the 
public in general. They often went out with a load of three or four tons and a skeleton 
harness, with no opportunity of pulling up in time to prevent accident. The 
resolution was meant to apply to four-wheeled vaus and trolleys. 


Mr. W. Goprrey (London Carmen) seconded. He said the carmen in busy towus 
| were made to pay very heavy fines if they did not pull up directly the police held up 
| their hands. A few weeks ago a carmar, whose horse had dropped down dead, was 
| summoned for occupying the road too long while a vehicle was being fetched to take 


away the body! 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 


TRADE UNION LABELS. 


Mr. T, Matuarteu (Felt Hatters) moved :— 

“That the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to arrange a meeting of their Sub- 
Committee, the Co-operative Union Sub-Committee, and representatives of the affiliated 
societies having Union labels, with a view to their making such a recommendation to the 
next Congress as will help other societies to adopt the principle of attaching to their 
productions a label or mark showing that they are produced by Trade Union labour,” ;;, 


The speaker expressed regret that the efforts of his society, who had set themselves 
to spend a large sum of money in endeavouring to educate Trade Unionists on the 
importance of this subject, had not been attended with better success. 


Mr. Ben Coopzr (Cigarmakera) seconded, and said he thought that if they could 
assist one another to place Trade Unions and Trade Union goods on safer ground 
than they were at present, if was their duty todo so. His society desired that when 
a customer was purchasivg a cigar, he should be able to see that there was a label on 
the box indicating where, and the conditions under which, it had been manufactured. 


Mr. H. Guicx (Tailors) supported the resolution, which was adopted, 






Congress then adjourned. 
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Tae ERD: DAY 


WEDNESDAY, SHPTEMBER 6th. 


The Congress re-assembled at 9-30 on Wednesday moraing, the PRESIDENT ia the 
chair. The minutes of the previous day’s proceedings were read and confirmed. 














































SYMPATHY FOR MR. SAM WOODS. 





Ou the motion of Mr. W. Weston (Steam Fishing Engineecs), saconded by Mr. T. 
GuLoveR (Miners’ Federation), a unanimous vote of sympathy with Mr. Sam Woods 
in his long and distressing illness was carried. 


CHANGE OF DELEGATE, 


The PRESIDENT announced that, owing to unforeseen circumstances, Mr. Parker, 
of Crewe, who was appointed to attend Congress as one of the representatives of the 
Co-operative Union, found it impossible to attend; and the Co-operative Union had 
chosen Mr. T. Redfearn, of Heckmoadwike, to take his place. 


Congress agreed to the suggested substitution. 


RAILWAY PRIVILEGED CABS, 


Mr. Sam Micuarts (London Cabdrivers) moved :— | 
‘That the Congress condemns the action of the Home Secretary in refusing to carry 

out the Departmental Committee’s recommendations of 1895, viz., the abolition of the 

railway privilege cab system. And that this meeting hereby instructs the Parliamentary 

Committee to assist the Executive of the London Cabdrivers’ Trade Union to take such 

action in this matter as will briag about the abolition of the said system.” 


The Cabdrivers’ Union, said Mr. Michaels, would have refrained from moving 
this resolution again—as they had troubled Congress with it so often—but for the 
fact that they were on the eve of a General Hieciion, and if it were agreed to oa the 
present occasion the millennium would have dawned for the London cabdrivers. 
They were accused of ‘‘ scotching”’ the Liberal party as the only party of progress. 


A DELEGATE: Qaestion ! 


Mr. Micuarts: This is the question. Iam telling you why the resolution is on 
the agenda. After all, I must make myself logical. We look upon this as the 
psychological moment to pass this resolution. I was speaking to an ex-Cabinet 
Minister some time back—(‘‘ Shame!”’)—and he said “‘ You see, we are powerless ia : 
this matter.” If we do have a change of Government, we shall have an opportuaity 
of seeing whether the Liberal party are anxious to assist Labour or not. : 


Mr. R. JENKINS (Cabdrivers) seconded the resolution, remarking that his union 


had spent thousands of pounds trying to break down the “privilege” system, and 
they now saw that it could oaly be done by Aci of Parliament. 3 


The resolution was agreed to unanimously. 


AMERICAN DELEGATION. 


Mr. W. E. Harvey, on behalf of the General Purposes Committee, annoancad 
that Mr. J. R. Clynes had withdrawn his nomination for the American delegation. 
The Committee recommended that nominations for the next piace of meeting should 4 
be received up to 2 o’clock that day. 


Agreed. 
THE POOR LAW COMMISSION. 


A De.sGate asked whether as a matter of urgeacy opportunity would be given 
for a resolution to be brought forward for a representative of Labouz to be appointed 
on the Commission oa the Poor Law. 


The PresipENT: We took the first opportunity of communicating with Mr. Balfour 
on the subject last week, and we received a reply from him to say that he was giving 
the matter his serious consideration. 


A Voice: Good old serious consideration! Good old Balfour 
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QUARTERLY REPORT. 


Mr, A. Tanstey (Amalgamated Toolmakers, Coventry) proposed :— 


«The Parliamentary Committee be instructed to publish once a quarter, or at such 
intervals as seem most suitable, a report of work done and questions under their con- 
' sideration, as far as practicable. The same to be issued to the societies in the proportion 
of five to each 100 members. The issuing of leaflets to be discontinued.” 


| He said it would keep the rank and file and the delegates of the Congress more in 
| F touch with the work of the Parliamentary Committee, and would be seme step 
towards possessing a substantial jourral of their own. 

| Mr. J. Tayvtor (Midland Federation, Dudley) seconded the motion, and said it 
would be a means of getting an account of the work done in Parliament, and would 
| pring the work of the Parliamentary Committee up-to-date. 

| Mr. R. Betz, M.P., observed that the expense that would be incurred in carrying 
out the resolution weuld be more than was now provided to the funds of the 
| Committee, and had the resclution been adopted at the last Congress the Committee 
) would have been unable to carry it out. It would, therefore, be unwise to pass the 
resolution without first considering ways and means. 

| Mr. J. V. STEVENS (Tin and Iron Plate, Birmingham) moved as an amendment 
that the resolution be referred to the Parliamentary Committee to report upon at the 
. 

{ 





next Congress; but the PresipDeNT said that an amendment could only be accepted in 
| the ordinary way. 

| Mr. Tayzor: In view cf what Mr. Bell bas said, I ask to be allowed to withdraw 
| the resolution. 


This course was adopted. 
CHARACTER NOTES. 


Mr. T. F. Rrcnarps (Boot and Shoe Operatives) moved :— 


“That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee to take into consideration 
the question of introducing a Bill into Parliament with a view to stopping the practice of 
workers, including those employed in the distributive trade, being prevented from 
obtaining employment through the system adopted by some employers of issuing character 
notes evidently designed to prevent another employer from engaging people who have left 
their employ.” 


Mr. W. Warner (Boot and Shoe Operatives) seconded, and it was agreed to. 


NATIONALISATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES, 


Mr. P. Watts (Blastfurnacemen) moved :— 


“That this Congress requests the Labour group in Parliament to introduce a Bill 
with the object of nationalising all railroads, canals, mines, and minerals in the United 


Kingdom.” 


To show the anomalies of the existing system of private royalties, the speaker men- 

- tioned that although in his district they got good wages and enjoyed an eight-hour 
day, the mineral owners drew 0s. 3d. upon every ton of pig-iron, while the workers 
received only about 3s. 4d. per ton. Thus, those who had not placed the ore in the 
earth, nor found capital for the working of the mines, received more in royalties than 
those who had to lebour for the ore. There was evidently something seriously wrong, 
Added to this anomaly was the question of railway rates, which in his district 
amounted to 8s. 3d. a ton in excess of the Continental charges. Following the pro- 
cesses of making iron into steel, there was even a difference of 26s. 8d. in the cost, 
Coal mining and kindred trades were all affected to a varied extent. 


Mr. J. Fuynn (blastfurnecemen) secorded. He said that the industry he 
represented was bancicapped by royalties more than any other industry of Great 
Britain. In some of the mines the royalty rents amounted to 63. per ton. When 
hematite ore was selling for 18s. per ton, the royalty rent was thus a third of the 
selling price of the iron ore. In his district there were mines closed at the present 
time which would be open if it were not for this tax. One man was receiving from 
one of the mines of the district he represented an annual tax of £60,000, rising some- 
times to £80,000 and £100,000. Thousands of tons of ore were coming across from 
Spain to be smelted when we had ourselves an abundance of ore if it were not for the 
large royalty rents exacted. 
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Mr. A. T. Gounp (Brassworkers) supported the resolution. As a Socialist, he 
believed in equality of remuneration. 





Resolution agreed to. 


MALADMINISTRATION IN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS. 


Mr. J. G. Butuer (Royal Army Clothing Department) obtained leave of the 
Congress to move the following resolution submitted by his society which he was 
unable to move on Tuesday on account of unavoidable absence :— 


‘That in view of the recent scandals in connection with supplies during and afte: 
the South African War, this Congress expresses its emphatic condemnation of the system 
of administration that has produced such results, and in the public interest calls for the 
appointment of a Select Committee of the House of Commons to inquire into and report on— 


‘‘(a) The present system of administration in all Government Departments. 


‘‘(b) The best means of preventing a recurrence of such scandalous waste of the 
public money and abuse of official position as exposed in the report of the Public 
Accounts Committee.”’ 


His reason, he said, for asking for the appointment of a Saleci*Commitiee was because 
they were so confident of proving to the general public that not only were scandals 
going on during the war in South Africa, but there were scandals going on every day 
in almost every Government establishment in this kingdom. They had men at the 
heads of these Departments who were not competent to take charge of them. In the 
boot department goods were bought of German manufacturers, rejected by the 
commandiag officers, relegated to the store at Pimlico, and after seven years sold at 
1s. and 9d. a pair. In another clothing department they had a manager over 1,500 

women, who were employed in making garments, who knew nothing at all about it. 


Mr. J. Baker (Enginemen and Firemen) seconded the resolution, and it was 
agreed to. 
INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION. 


Mr. Ben Trutett (Dockers’ and General Workers’ Union) moved :— 


“This Congress regard the progressive growth of mediation and arbitration in 
industrial disputes as satisfactory, and tending to national efficiency and prosperity. In 
view of the increase in numbers of Conciliation Boards, and the more active participation 
of the State (under the Conciliation Act) in trade disputes, this Congress instruct the 
Parliamentary Committee to further by every practical means the principle of conciliation 
and arbitration. In order to protect Trade Unionists and union funds from maladminis- 
tration of ‘contract’ law, we further instruct the Parliamentary Committee to draft a 
Bill, for immediate presentation to Parliament, which shall embody the following 
conditions :— 

‘‘(1) A basis of contract law protecting inviolate all funds of unions; 


(2) The formation of Industrial Boards of Conciliation and Arbitration in all 
large industrial centres. Such Committees to undertake on request of parties to a 
dispute : investigation as to data and facts; to determine settlements and awards ; 


‘‘ (3) The Courts to be constituted by an equal number of workmen and employers’ ; 
representatives, the former to be selected under auspices of Parliamentary Committee 
from affiliated membership of the Congress. Hach umpire and chairman to be 
appointed by the Labour Department of the State where not mutually agreed. 


‘‘ There shall be two sections defining :— 
(a) Voluntary conciliation and arbitration ; 


“‘(b) Compulsory conciliation and arbitration, option to be left to unions to 
register under either section. 

‘‘ All employés of the State or any municipality who shall be organised in a union 
shall be eligible for registration under either of these sections, and shall be under n? 
disability as compared with the employés of private firms for the purposes of such 
conciliation and arbitration.”’ 


He was very glad to know that wherever arbitration had been adopted it had 
succeeded. In New South Wales it had increased the number of Trade Unionist: 
four-fold, and the section of men and women who were afraid to join the unions had 
been able to come under the law and under the conditions they could not have 
secured by ordinary unionism. Shop assistants, waiters, and labourers were enjoyin 
conditions in New South Wales that men of similar calliogs in this country would 
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envy. Were this country to adopt the principle, he believed that in less than five 
years they would double the number of their Trade Unionists. There were a goodly 
number of men who were afraid to join the Trade Unions, and the power of 
the employer was growing. He was not satisfied with the present form 
of conciliation boards. The arbitrator could not look into the profits and working 
expenses of a concern, but had merely to take opinion; and it would be 
considered impertinent if anyone were to ask a company if its capital was watered, or 
if it was over-capitalised, or if too much was paid for the management of the company. 
They wanted powers such as the capitalists themselves possessed on arbitration 
boards, and as the Local Government Board possessed in arbitration matters. 
Outside the Labour and Irish members, the majority of 120 on the Trades Dispute 
Bill in the House of Commons was a majority of hypocrisy and fraud. They were 
called the backbone of the country—(Mr. Chamberlain called them that)—but they 
wanted also to be the brains and the stomach. They must fight the power opposed 
to them, put brains against brains, homes against palaces, poverty against riches; 
and he was sure the great bulk of intelligence could turn out a Government such as 


existed to-day. 


Mr. C. H. Gartanp (Postal Telegraph Clerks) geconded, and said that as repre- 
senting the Postal Telegraph Clerks Association he was instructed to support the 
motion, because they saw ia it an opportunity to secure the elementary rights of 
combination which they were now denied. As employés of the State, they had no 
possibility of striking against their conditions because their State functions rendered 
them liable to penalties which could nof be enforced on any other class of workers. 
They saw in this resolution an opportunity to appeal to a court of law which would 


give them a legal status such as Trade Unions did not now possess. 


Mr. W. E. Harvey (Miners’ Federation) opposed the resolution, and said he was 
afraid it had arisen as a result of friction and the want of unity among the men. He 
would have béen better pleased if the thing had been reasoned—facts given, proofs 
made manifest—rather than treated from the standpoint of sentiment. The miners 
were not prepared to submit the bread and cheese and the lives of the 800,000 workers 
in the mines to the will of two men. Arbitration and conciliation were in the air, but 
they were not compulsory. They had not been brought about by crouching and 
craving for mercies, but by the power and strength of Trade Unionism. This 
resolution, the speaker declared, was a bolstering up of non-unionists. (‘ No.”) The 
miners could manage their own business, and would manage it. They wanted more 
liberty ; more freedom to negotiate. 


Mr. C. Duncan (Amalgamated Engineers) supported the resolution. It was all 
very well to say that a strong union was able to enforce its demands and to bring 
about its desires, but those of them who had any memory at all knew that even the 
strongest organisation in this country had been time and again brought to their knees. 
He could go back as far as 1893, and he knew that the Miners’ Federation were then 

ractically brought to their knees. Let commonsense prevail. Who was there 
esired to see great sirikes? No one, so far as he was aware, on the Trade Union 


-gide. They desired to reason these things out, Théy believed there was sufficient 


intelligence among the workers to enable them to compete against the brightest 
intelligence on the side of the employers. 


Mr. C. A, Buck (Railway Servants) said that there seemed to be a disposition 
among certain strong unions and federations to fight first and reason afterwards. He 
appealed to the strong unions to have a little sympathy with some of those societies 
which had not the same organisation. It seemed to him that only a few years ago the 
whole country was suffering owing to a great miners’ strike. Whatswould be the 
condition of the country to-day if the railway gervico was held up by the railway 
servants and if postal servants held up the correspondence? They knew that 
the great railway magnates were not so anxious or so amenable to reason as the mining 
magnates. Hence the necessity of this resolution. 


Mr, J. Wienatn (London Dockers) said that Mr. Harvey had asked for 
facts. He would give him one to goon with. How many thousands of men had 
left work during the past twelve months in order to compel men to join the Federa- 
tion? The day had come when they must face the facts as submitted by the mover 
—that strikes and lock-outs were obsolete machines. Who would, however, oppose 
the proposal now before the Congress but the employers themselves? ‘They would 
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try to crush the very life out of it, because they did not want their profit and loss 
accounts and their balance sheets made public. 


Mr. C. Freak (Boot and Shoe Operatives) said that if the resolution attempted 
to take away from him and his colleagues the right to strike he should certainly vote 
against it. The right to strike was their cnly safeguard. He thought the delegates 
would do well to support the resolution. 


Mr. Ben TurNER (Batley Weavers), supporting the resolution, thought it prac- 
tically embraced Mr. Harvey's ideal. If the people wanted to rule the State, they 
could ; if they declined to take the trouble to rule the State, they deserved to suffer 
—and they did suffer—for their folly. Voluntary arbitration had failed. He had 
seen last week the helpless women and children—-wives and offsprings of the miners 
of Yorkshire—thrown out from their homes to starve because of a dispute they could 
not control; and, to his mind, that object lesson was a convincing proof that some 
stronger force was needed to ensure the peaceful settlement of Labour troubles. 
Mr. Harvey ought to remember thatthe mining was the chief industry which bothered 
the small unions in time of trouble. There was no union that had sent out more 
subscription lists for help to the strike fund. But neither voluntary nor compulsory 
arbitration could accomplish everything; the people must own the country, work the 
country, and rule the country for the country’s good. 


Miss M. Bonprietp (Shop Assistants) reminded Congress that the power 
the workers had to fight was an intellectual power. They were not heaten by 
numbers, but by brains. Their opponents were smarter than they—(dissent)—yes, 
smarter from the business point of view. The Trade Unions needed to be as well 
equipped, and this they could be, for they already had the capacity. Miss Bondfield 
went on to appeal for the real live work which would make the State the servants of 


the workers it ought to be. 


Mr. D. Ginmour (Miners’ Federation) said that in Scotland the miners claimed the 
right to refuse to arbitrate as to whether the workers should have a reduction of their 
wages, which would lower the standard of living. He protested strongly against 
Mr. Turner twitting the miners with begging. They would never allow any board of 
conciliation to say that their members must revert to the miserable conditions of the 
past. He hoped Congress would refuse to adopt any proposal that was likely to bring 
about so overwhelming a disaster. 


Mr. J. N. Bex (National Labour Union) supported the resolution on the groucd 
that, while the miners might be able to maintain the minimum rate of wages, they 
could only do so by the sacrifice of the wives and families of the men; as, for instance. 
in the case of Hemsworth, where there were 2,000 at the present time locked out, asd 
where the wives and families were evicted. He belonged to an unskilled workman’s 
union, and when the members of these skilled and strong organisations came out on 
strike they threw the members of his own union (who worked alongside them) upon 
the union's funds, with the consequence that his union had to pay in this way, in the 
shape of lock-out benefit, three times as much money as they spent on their own 
strikes. The result was that the strong position of the skilled Trade Unions was 
built up by the sacrifice of and at the expense of other unions. He protested against 
the miners taunting other unions with weakness when their own strength was attained 
at the expense of others. 


Mr. J. Wapsworrs (Miners’ Federation) said that, so far as the miners were 
concerned, it was absolutely unnecessary for Mr. Turner to make the remarks abou’ 
begging. He wanted to say that there was not a class in the country which had 
supported other trades better thau the miners. The Miners’ Federation did not claim 
that they were in any better position than any other organisation. They had to do 
the best they could for their members, but they were not prepared to support the 
resolution which had been moved by Mr. Tillett. 


The vote was then taken by card, aud the figures were announced as follow :— 


For the Resolution .....ccseccescesesesecceecnceeseneessseeers 678,000 
Apalinat (ir Shih icaeee gerbe cates megane ae atnyror 765,000 
Majority against ...+ s.scresseseeeeee 92,000 


The resolution was declared, amid applause, to be lost. 
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WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT. 


Mr. H. Gostrne (Watermen and Lightermen) moved :— 
“This Congress is of opinion that any satisfactory amendment of the Workmen's 
Compensation Act must provide for the following :— 

(1) The inclusion of all workmen, hereinafter deficed, who meet with an 
accident or incident dangerous to the personal health of the workman arising out of 
or in course of his employment. 

(2) Payment of not less than 50 per cont. of what the workman would have 
earned provided he had been employed full time. 

“© (3) Payment to date from day of accident. 

‘<(4) Payment to a minor to be based upon the ultimate loss which such person, 
becoming an adult, sustains as a result of said injury. 

(5) Wilful and serious misconduct to be restricted to acts of an aggravated 
character. 

“<(6) Compensation to be payable to dependents, and dependents to mean relatives 
or guardians who have either maintained in the past or are being maintained by the 
injured person. 

(7) That workmen, equally with employers, shall have power to apply for 
commutation by lump sum, 

- (8) That the weekly payment to a workman who has met with a permanent 


injury cannot be terminated except by commutation, Commutation to be not less 
than 75 per cent. of the actuarial value of the workman’s weekly payments. 


«©(9) And the onus be thrown upon the employer to prove that the particular 
workman fully understood at the time the terms of the sett’ement, and was cognisant 
of the rights which he possessed under the Act. 

(10) Where compensation has been paid to an injured person, the employer is 
to be compelled under a penalty to register an agreement in the County Court. 


«The expression ‘workman’ includes every person who has entered into, or works, 
whether by way of manual labour or otherwise, under a contract of service or apprentice- 
ship, with an employer in the United Kingdom, or on board a British ship, whether the 
contract is expressed or implied, or is oral, or in writing. The expression ‘minor’ in this 
Act includes every person who has not attained the highest grade of the employment in 
which he may be employed at the time of the accident.’’ 


He said the Committee had taken into consideration all the resolutions sent in. 
There was only one point that was a departure from last year’s resolution : an opinion 
was expressed that some protection should be given against the insurance companies, 
The conclusion the Committee came to was that, although in some Gases insurance 
companies might be an evil, in many instances workmen were enabled by their instru- 
mentality to get compensation from small employers which they would not have 
secured without them. Under all the circumstances, they thought 14 best to proposs 
the resolution of last year. They had taken the whole of that resolution, and had 
only altered the preamble, which originally expressed the necessity for an inquiry, 


ag the inquiry had now taken place. 


Mr. Joun Witson, M.P. (Durham Miners), seconded the resolution, which, he said, 
needed no recommendation, as it received such hearty support last year. Having had 


something to do with the Compensation Act, he was able to notice that the resolution 


contained one or two terms which could well be more definite. He would name two 
rather unfortunate words—‘‘ incident” and “ aggravated.” As to the demands set 
forth on behalf of the workers, they were strictly just. It was only fair, for instance, 
that a man should be paid from the very first moment of his incapacity through 


accident. 


Mr. D. Grumour (Miners’ Federation) said he regretted he had to move that the 


resolution be referred back for further consideration. The miners of Britain (including 


Durham) had decided unanimously to demand the abolition of the clause in the Aci 


dealing with serious and wilful misconduct. When the Act was passed the intention 
of the Legislature was that compensation should be paid in almost all classes of 
accident, except in instances akin to suicide. He did not believe a workman who 
desired to injure himself deliberately would choose to go to his daily occupation to do 
the act. The courts of England and Wales had dealt more fairly with cases under 
the clause than the courts of Scotland, but the clause should be abolished altogether. 
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Mr. Brown (Standing Counsel to Congress): That defence is abolished in the 
Bill of the Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. Giumour : 1 am dealing with the resolution now before Congress. I want 
also to point out that the Government will probably introduce a Bill containing a 
very dangerous principle—namely, that the value of an aged workman is £25. The 
Parliamentary Committee should keep an eye upon any such meagure. 

Mr. Winson, M.P., said that there was no one more against the wilful misconduct 
clause than he was, and he expressed his willingness, and that of the mover, to 
withdraw clause 5 of the resolution. 

Miss M. B. Macartnur (National Union of Clerks) supported the motion for 
reference back to the Committee for reconsideration. She regretted that there 
was no mention whatever in the resolution of compulsory insurance. It was the 
employé of the small employer who suffered most by reason of the fact that insurance 
was not compulsory, for when damages were awarded the small employer went 
bankrupt. She thought the resolution cught to include a clause for compulsory 
insurance, and she was prepared to go further and ask for compulsory State 
insurance. She also complained that the terms of the resolution did not cover 


diseases of occupation. ; 
GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


Mr. W. BE. Harvey announced that the General Purposes Committee, seeing that 
the Free Trade resolution was an important one, recommended that Standing Orders 
bs suspended during the debate, and that the mover of the resolution shculd he 
allowed 15 minutes for his speech and each subsequent speaker 10 minutes. 


A Dr.xecatTe: Would you allow an amendment to be moved ? 
Mr. Harvey: No. 


Mr. C. F. Davis (London Society of Compositors); I submit that under the 
neculiar circumstances an amendment should be allowed. 


The Presipent: The Standing Orders do not permit it. 

The rejection of the recommendations of the General Purposes Committee was 
then moved and seconded. 

On a show of hands there voted—For the rejection of the recommendation, 127 ; 
in favour of the suspension of Standing Orders, 131. 


A Detnaate: Now we shall be able to have an amendment, I suppose ? 
The PresipentT: No, if would be out of order. 
Then a vote by card was demanded, which resulted as follows :— 

In favour of the suspension of Standing Orders ... 815,000 

ASBINGE © 2h cindss pe manmaoiee cataee Gade geeks ahs avs casas wees 519,000 

Majority in favour.......cccccsrceseens 296,000 

A DetucatE: We must have s two-thirds majority. 
The Presipent: I am quite aware of that; and I decide that, as there is not a 


two-thirds majority, the recommendation is lost, and Standing Orders will prevail 


during the Free Trade debate. 
DISCUSSION ON WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION RESOLUTION RESUMED. 


Mr. A. H. Gru (Operative Spinners, Bolton) supported the effort to get com- 
pensation from the date of accident, and he argued for an amendment on the basis of 
compensation so as to allow 50 per cent. of a man’s full week’s wages. In regard to 
young persons permanently injured, the basis of compensation sheuld be 50 per cent. 
of the amount that would be earned in manhood if no injury had been sustained. Ag 
to compensation (in which judges now took such different views of the possibility of 
earning power), the amount allowed should be the full difference between what a 
man had been able to earn previously and what he did earn providing it did not 
exceed £1 a week. Where a computation took place a judge should first state how 
much the injured person was able to earn weekly, and then fix a lump sum of 75 per 
cont. of what an annuity would cost. 

Mr. G, N..Barnus (Amalgamated Society of Engineers) said he found that his name 


was on the list of the Committee that had drafted the resolution, and it might seem 
strange that he should rise to criticise its construction. But it seemed to him that the 
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Committee had not exhausted the possibilities of the various resolutions that had been 
sent in. He ventured to say that the resolution of the Union of Enginemen called 
attention to ons of the weakest points in the whole question of compensation so far as 
we have made provision for it. He was certainly of opinion that steps should ba taken 
to check the action of the insurance companies in determining the personnel of the 
workshop. They should make some provision whareby thé State should at all events 
provide for insurance at the option of employera. He would suggest to the Committee 
who had drawn oui the resolution that they should go into the matter again, and 
make some suggestion to meet the shortcomings. With regard to diseases of 
occupation, he thought the clause should read ‘' who suffered from disease consequeat 
upon their occupatioa.” 


Mr. D. J. SHacxteton, M.P.: I think Congress should recognise with gratitude 
tbe speech of Mr, Barnes, who had had the unique experience of hearing both sides 
on the question, and from whom a word on the subject of compulsory insurances 
ought to carry great weight, Although his (Mr. Shackleton’s) own trade had a class 
of employers who did their own insurance, he was afraid there were cases similar to 
those mentioned by Mr. Barnes in which the insurance companies, after grinding the 
utmost from the employers, made conditions as to the personnel of the employed. He 
agreed that the resolution should be referred back. 


Mr. Gostine thereupon withdrew the resolution so tbat it might be further 
considered. 


The Congress then adjourned for luncheon. 





AFTERNOON SITTING. 


ae 


Ox the reassembling of Congress at 2 o'clock, the Presipzenr announced that he 
had received a telegram of congratulation upon his address from Mr. Kerr Harpe, 
who also sent his best wishes for a successful Congress. 


EVICTION OF MINERS’ FAMILIES. 


The PresipENT said the next telegram he had to read was most important, and he 
hoped the Congress would take strong action uponit. It was as follows :— 
‘‘ Hemsworth, Yorkshirsa. 


*‘ Sexton, Victoria Hall, Hanley.—Morxe evictions to-day, making a total of 70 homes. 
Please make this known at Congress.—Watmough.”’ 





The reading of the wire wasreccived with the cry of ‘* Shame!” and the Presipent 
said he would suggest before the Congress proceeded with the usual business that an 
opportunity should be taken of condemning, in the strongest possible terms,. the 
inhumanity that had been carried on by the authorities in Hemsworth district. He 
would, therefore, cali upon Mr. Watt Morgan and Mr. J. Walsh to move and second 
a resolution. 


Mr. W. EK. MorGan (Miners’ Federation, Swansea) then moved that a resolution 
expressive of the strongest condemnation of the evictions taking place at Hemsworth 
be entered on the misutes and included in the Report of Congress, and that the Press 
be asked to mske the feeling of the Congress on the subject as widely known aa 
possible. He wished he had been given liborty to talk in his native Welsh tongue, 
because he felt that the English tongue might not enable him to elotha his feelings in 
sufficiently strong lanuyuage. He need hardly say, and he felt that Congress would 
agrees with him, that it was most barbaric on the part of tle emplayers to throw out 
defenceless women and children into the strasts as bad been done during the past 
few days. What had these poor innocent mortals to do with any question which 
might bein dispute as between empioyers and their workmen? He did not thick 
that the course of action which had been adopted would tend to heal any breach or 
difference of opizion thas’ might exist between themselves and their workmen. It 
would show a much more humane feeling on the part of the employers were they 
prepared to shicid somewhat rather than to oppress the women and children who 
couid have absolutely nothing to do with the dispute now raging in the district. 

Mr. J. WatsH (Mivers’ Federation, Barnsley), in seconding the resolution, said 
that he came from the district of Hemsworth, where the evictions were 
taking place, and he raised his protest against the inhuman conduct of the 
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employers for reasons which he would state. The men atthe Hemsworth Colliery 
had done everything it was possible to do by way of conciliation to get back to work. 
They had eight months of strike. -At the end of that time their case was 
submitted to arbitration. They met the coalowners of the Joint Board in 
Yorkshire, and submitted the whole case to them, and suggested a certain 
gentleman as umpire, and the coalowners suggested another one. The names were 
put in a hat, and the coalowners’ selection came out first, and that selection was Mr. 
Atkinson, the Stipendiary magistrate of Leeds. That gentleman had the arbitrators 
before him, and listened to the pros and cons for upwards of nine months. He had 
given his award, and the workmen, although by the award they were to suffer a 
reduction of 2d. a ton on cne seam and 23d. on another seam, they meekly accepted it 
as loyal members of the Yorkshire Miners’ Association. The award was taken to the 
colliery and put into operation, but the management then began to annoy the workmen 
by refusing to pay them under this clause and that clause, and up to the present this 
had been a seething cause of discontent. They had called the coalowners together 
during the past month, and a resolution was passed recommending the coalowners to 
allow the men to work at the Hemsworth Colliery, but the coalowners would not 
accept it, and persisted in throwing the men out into the fields, and he thought every 
miner in the Federation and every Trade Unionist throughout the whole country 
ought to protest against their inhuman conduct. 


Mr. T. Crank (Railway Servants, Manchester) suggested that the Congress should 
make a contribution towards assisting the wives and children of the evicted miners. 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


THE PLACE OF MEETING FOR NEXT CONGRESS. 


Mr. W. E. Harvey said that three nominations for the meeting place of the next 
Congress had been received, including Liverpool, which already appeared on the 
Agenda Paper. The two later ones were Hulland Nottingham. After the reading of 
the minutes on Thursday morning the resolutions on Standing Orders would be dealt 
with, after which the resolutions on education would be taken. 


Mr. J. SHANNON (Carpenters and Joiners) complained of the unfair treatment 
of Liverpool, who sent up their invitation in June, and took upon himself the 
responsibility of withdrawing the invitation. 


The PRESIDENT said there was nothing to prevent the Congress receiving any 
other nominations. 


Mr. F. J. Norris (Boot and Shoe Makers) said he would-share with Mr. Shannon 
the responsibility of withdrawing the nomination of Liverpool. 


Mr, W. A. AppLETow (Lacemakers) said the Nottingham Trades Council had 
decided that owing to not having had sufficient notice they could not invite the 
Congress there next year, and he could not take the responsibility of an invitation 
extended’by a local branch union. 


A DELEGATE protested against individual unions nominating the place of next 
Congress; but the Presipent replied that, while the Trades Council was the repre- 
sentative body of the town, it was legally right for any individual society to invite the 
Congress. 


Mr. J. C. Gorpon (Tinplate Workers) said the regrettable incident just arisen was 
not anticipated when on Tuesday the Congress agreed to accept further nominations. 
If Liverpool withdrew from the nominations it would lead to great unpleasantness in 
that district, therefore he would propose that the Parliamentary Committee should 
re-consider the matter, and invite the delegates from Liverpool and the other places 
toa meeting. He believed this would lead to an amicable arrangement. 


The motion was not seconded, and the PresipentT gaid he hoped the incident 
would close without further discussion. 
AMERICAN DELEGATION, 


Mr. Harvey announced the withdrawal of Mr. John Hodge from the list of 
American delegation candidates. 


| 
| 
| 
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FREE TRADE DISCUSSION, 


Mr. Joun Warp (Navvies and General Labourers) moved :— 


‘That, in the opinion of this Congress, any departure from the principles of Free 
Trade would be detrimental to the interests of the working classes, on whom the burdens 
of Protection would press most heavily, and injurious to the prosperity of the nation as a 
whole; that Protective duties, by increasing the cost of the people’s necessaries, are unjust 
in incidence and economically unsound, subsidising capital at the expense of labour; and 
that a system of Preference or Retaliation, by creating cause for dispute with other 
countries, would be a hindrance to international progress and peace.”’ 


He said that he moved the resolution with very great pleasure indeed in order to 
give Congress an opporttnity of re-aflirming the decision which was come to at the 
Congress last year. He was extremely sorry, however, that they wera obliged to 
discues any such subject as Protection at that late period of the day. An under- 
standing of the difficulties which our forefathers fought under when similar proposals 
were in force was fairly well a sufficient indication of what the effect was going to be 
if they were ever applied again in this country. But this Congress, meeting at the 
time it did, probably a few months, certainly not many, before the General Election, 
it was absolutely necessary that candidates who were coming forward for the 
endorsement of the Parliamentary Committee of the Congress should be pledged to 
the Free Trade principle. Mr. Chamberlain stated that he put forward his 
proposals as a means of dealing with the poverty problem; but the poverty problem 
was no new problem. It was no more severe to-day than it was in 1885 when 
Mr. Chamberlain delivered some of his most furious and famous speeches against 
the policy of Protection. He wanted them to understand that he did not believe 
that circumstances had changed in any degree; all tbat had happened was that 
Mr. Chamberlain had changed his opinions. Mr. Ward objected to workingmen 
being expected to change their opinions every time that Mr. Chamberlain changed 
his—which was fairly often. He supposed that some of the most famous speeches 
delivered in favour of full imports were those delivered by Mz. Chamberlain himself, 
and one had very little difficulty in finding passages from speeches delivered by this 
gentleman so recently even as 1903 which completely demonstrated the fallacy 
of his proposals. They must not allow the price of food to be tampered with, and it 
must be maintained at the price which the free competition of the world fixed. 
Mr. Chamberlain believed in binding the Colonies tighter to us, but 16 was to be at the 
expense of taxing food stuffs—bread, corn, dairy produce—and, of course, Mr. Seddon 
would also want his mutton included. But Mr. Chamberlaia said he would equalise 
matters by taking a small amount off such things as tea, sugar, tobacco, cocoa. Surely, 
we grown men, said Mr. Ward, were not to be ‘“‘had”’ by such clap-trap as that ? 
When they came to estimate the character of the gentlemen trying to impose additional 
burdens on the people in the shape of the taxation of imports, that showed the way in 
which the workingmen of the Congress should vote in relation to the resolution. 


Mr. A. Stanuey (Miners’ Federation) said there might be among them one or two 
who could not accept the decision of the Congress, but it seemed to him that the 
organised labour was so absolutely united on the matter, and it laid sc much at the 
root of all that was vital and all that was important to them, that if this small minority 
could not, on what was a question of life or death to them, fall into line with the Gecision 
of the majority, he thought that for the future they would have no room in their midst. 
If the country had never tried Protection, and if they were considering it for the 
first time, if Mr. Chamberlain were the great prophet he was stated to be—the seer 
who for the first time had seen the importance of the question—then, if Congress 
made a mistake, there might be forgiveness. But as if had already been tried, and 
had proved a miserable faliacy which had heaped poverty and sufferiug on the people; 
then, if they sinned again, he thought there would be no forgiveness ior them either 
in this world or in any other worldtocome. There were some pages in the history of 
this old country which made the blood thrill, but there were others which were a 
disgrace to the country and no page was so sad and miserable as that which covered 
the period when the Corn Laws were on the Statute Book. The people in those 
days were brought to the verge of revolution. Owing to the repeal of the Corn Laws 
miliions of loaves had found their way to the homes of the working classes which 
would not have gone there had those laws not been repealed. Mr. Chamberlain 
talked of France, Germany, Belgium. He (Mr. Stanley) had attended conferences in 
those countries, and had seen the people in their homes, seen the food they ate, and 
the clothes they wore, and he knew from his personal experience that the people in 
Free Trade old England were infinitely better off than people of corresponding rank 
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in those countries.. He knew that alterations were needed. But we wanted the 


alteration not in the direction of Mr. Chamberlain’s proposals. For the last 30 years . 


taxation had been shifted from the shoulders of the rich on to the shoulders of the 
poor. They wanted taxation put back again and laid on the shoulders where if 
ought to rest. 


Mr. Pert Curran (Gasworkers) said the observations he had to offer would be 
from the economic point of view rather than from the political standpoint. The 
General Purposes Committee had, for purposes best known to themselves, refused to 
accept an ameudment from the Tariff Reform section of the delegation. He was 
sorry, because there was nothing to fear. It would have been wiser foé them to have 
had an amendment, and to have bad the arguments in favour of it so that they might 
have had the logic of the Tariff Reform side from representative men on the floor of 
the. Congress. He had no desire to waste his time in denunciation of Mr. 


Chamberlain. (A Voice: ‘He’s not worth it.”) The mover of the resolution had 


said that Mr. Chamberlain had turned a good many political somersaults. But, 
unfortunately for the Labour movement, he was not the only man who had done 
that. If he could be convinced there was anything in the proposed fiscal reform he 
would advocate itin spite of the fact that it came from Mr. Chamberlain. Experience 
had proved to him that every point of the argument in favour of fiscal reform was 
economically unsound and bewildering to the working classes. The American 
workmen had not benefited by the building of the tariff wall, but only the gigantic 
trusts and syndicates. We did not want to build tariff walls in this country. They 
ought to approach the question simply from the point of view of independent labour, 
with the determination to attack the hereditary monopolists who were crippling 
British industry. 


Mr. F. Kenny (Nut and Bolt Makers) opposed the resolution, urging that the 
discussion had taken a wrovg course. ‘They went there as Trade Unionists in order 
to obtain better wages and betier conditions for the workers. It was absurd to keep 
harping upon the sevtimental side of the question and to keep talking about bread. 
People in the potteries were standing at street corners when they ought to be in the 
factories, while the ware was being made at Germany. lt was time that they should 
attack manufactured goods and that they should adopt a system of taxing imports or 
other nations must be made to take taxes off. 


Mr. R. Satu (Miners’ Federation) also opposed the resolution, and protested 
against its construction. It ought to be the ardent endeavour of the Trade Unionist 
to at least admit the weakness of the position. They ought to at least recognise their 
own inability to cope with the present economic conditions, and they ought to have 
the courage cf their convictions to say, as Mr. Ward did, that poverty would never be 
done away with as long as private property existed. If Mr. Ward had put that into 
his resolution be would have been quite at one with him. Unfortunately, few 
workingmen could graep the economical conditions of the day. What was needed 
was direct national control by the workers of their owa destinies in relation to the 
wealth they were producing. ‘This would enable them to deal with the cut-throat 
competition. If they had the coursge of their convictions, instead of protesting, they 
would be fighting and practically advocating revolution against the evils arising out 
of the system of private property. 


Mr. W. Brace (Miners’ Federation) agreed with Mr. Curran that the Congress would 
not be acting with dignity to itself to be continuously criticising Mr. Chamberlain as 
a political opportunist. The great danger of Protection was not in Mr. Chamberlain, 
the opportunist politician, but the large number of enormously wealthy people who 
were backing the propaganda through the Tariff Reform League. Instead of those 
gentlemen using their wealth to enncoble and raise the standard and comfort of the 
people, they were usirg it to debauch and degrade the nation. It was such movements 
as the Trades Congress that stood between them and the people. He did not deny the 
existence of poverty and trade depression, but he joined issue with the Tavriif 
Reformers and declaxed that if the proposed policy became the fiscal policy of the 
country then the last days of the poor would be infinitely worse than the present or 
the past. If they really wanted to give assistance to the poor, if they wanted to 
relieve industries, let them tackle what speakers had said before was the root 
economic question. What England was suffering from was vested interests and class 
legislation. With respect to retaliation, he spoke as a miner, as one interested in a 
coalfield which exported 75 per cent. of its total output. If they allowed any system 
of retaliation to come into operation, Germany would in turn retaliate on those whom 
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he represented, and such poverty would be carried into the homes of these people as 
they had not yet experienced. 


Mr. J. Hotmes (Leicester Hosiers) said he respected the opinion of Congress 
more than he respected the opinion of any other assembly in the world. Supposing 
Congress bad an opinion, and that opinion were unanimous, he would challenge any 
man to say he could prove that because it was unanimous if was true. Therefore, 

2 they should be patient with those who conld not sea eye to eya with them. He 
respected his friend John Ward, and he believed he spoke what was in his mind. At 
Leicester he raised this question, and appealed that it might be discussed on its 
merits, The Congress at Leicester never discussed it on those lines. A$ Leeds, 
unfortunately, he (Mr. Holmes) was outside when the discussion took place, but he 
would never have been a Protectionist. 


‘ A DeE.eGaTe: What are you ? 


Mr. Hotmes: Let me tell you. You can wait. Being Trade Unionists, they 
were Protectionisis; and if they were Protectionists, they could not consistently call 
themselves Free Traders. 


: A vote by card resulted as follows :— 








For the resolution........... sSgiaks ag CSC sad bees BVO ie 1,253,000 
i PEM cast ci ah ws chhos vas vs de cies S eratverne ani atents ee 26,000 
BE GLOUIN LOIS accra o2Ub eyes ek en e093 1,227,000 


Mr. Harvey announced that the General Purposes Committee had received a 
letter from Mr, T. F. Richards asking for permission to retire from nomination to the 


| 
ls AMERICAN DELEGATION, 
| American Delegation. 

| 


Congress then adjourned. 





FOURTH DAY. 


——————__. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th. 





The PresiDENT opened the proceedings of the fourth day at 9-30 by calling upon 
the Minute Secretary to read the minutes of the previous day’s business, which were 





be read and confirmed. i 
SS f 
| CHANGES IN TRADE UNION LAW. i 
Mr. C. H. Garland (Postal Telegraph Clerks) was informed by the Prusipent | 

| that his suggestion to the effect that Counsel should prepare for the volume report of if 
Congress a summary of changes or additions to the laws affecting Trade Unions | 

| would be considered. ij 
| . i 
hy AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS. 
A . 





The following amendment to Standing Order No. 10 appeared on the agenda 
paper in tha name of the General Union of Oporative Carpenters and Joiners :— 
‘That Standing Order No 10 be go amended as to admit of members of the Pavrlia- 


mentary Committee being nominated and elected by the delegates of their respective 
industries instead of by the whole Congress.” 


| Mr. D. J. SHackinton, M P., on behalf of the Grouping Committes, now proposed :— 


“That the above, in the Committee's opinion, is not an amendment of Standing 
Orders, being but a pious opinion, and we therefore recommend Congress not to discuss 
such an alteration until a full and comprehensive detail scheme is submitted,’’ 


Mr, D. C, Cummines seconded, and it was carried, 
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The following amendment to Standing Order No. 10 appeared on the agenda paper 
in the name of the Association of Beamers, Twisters, and Drawers :— 


AMENDMENT TO STANDING ORDER NO. 10. 


‘‘ Delete clause 1 to the word ‘ year’ in line nine, and substitute, ‘A Parliamentary 
Committee of twelve, including President, Vice-President, and Treasurer, shall be elected 
by ballot on the last day but one of each Congress, who shall continue in office until they 
are re-electéd, or their successors appointed.’ ”’ 


Mr. W. J. Davis, on behalf of the Grouping Committee, now proposed. the 
following to take its place :— 


‘Delete Clause 1 to the word ‘ year’ in line nine, and substitute, ‘A Parliamentary 
Committee of twelve shall be elected by ballot on the last day but one of each Congress, 
who shall continue in office for the following year. The President, Vice-President, and 
Treasurer to be elected by Congress from among the twelve elected on the following 
morning, viz., Saturday.’ ”’ 


He said that, although he was formally moving the resolution, he wanted to say the 
proposal was impracticable as worded, because if the democratic principle was required, 
they would have to alter the constitution by reducing the number of the Committee to 
nine and electing the other three officers in the ordinary way. Saturday morning 
was not, in his opinion, a fitting opportunity of electing such an important member as 
Chairman of Congress. Moreover, he had always been wedded to the principle that 
the Chairman, whoever he might be, ought to have been on the Parliamentary 
Committee for at least twelve months to give him practical experience. He merely, 
as a member of the Grouping Committee on Standing Orders, formally moved this 
because they had no right to exclude it. 


Mr. T. WHITEHEAD (Beamers and Twisters) seconded. 


Mr. C. W. Bowerman (London Society of Compositors) said the mover of the 
resolution had given ample reasons why Congress should reject it. It did seem 
unreasonable that Congress should be called upon to elect the Chairman for the 
succeeding year ona Saturday morning, when the delegates for the most part had 
gone home. He ventured to submit, on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, and 
he thought on behalf of Congress as well, that the present system had given 
satisfaction. He moved the previous question. 


Mr. R. Bett, M.P., seconded Mr. Bowerman’s amendment, and said unless there 
was some special reason for the change the Congress would not be well advised to 
adopt the motion. 


Mr. Witt Tuorne (Gasworkers) thought that, if Congress had carried the resolu- 
tion, it would establish a dangerous precedent. Were they going to give the Grouping 
Committee power to alter the principle of any resolution? The proposition was 
absurd from top to bottom. 


Mr. Jonn Warp (Navvies’ Union) supported the motion on the paper because it 
placed in the hands of the Congress once again the democratic principle of deciding 
whom its chief officers should be. 


The Present ruled at this point that the recommendation of the Grouping 
Committee was distinctly out of order with respect to the election of Chairman. 


Mr. Warp asked if the mover of the origival resolution presented by the 
Grouping Committee was to have an opportunity of moving it. 


The PresipENT: Certainly, but the inclusion of foreign matter in the paragraph 
was not anticipated, and that is distinctly out cf order. The original amendment as 
printed on the agenda paper was before Congress. 


Mr. T. WurrenHEAD (Beamers and Twisters) then moved the original amendment 
to Standing Orders as printed above, and it was seconded by Mr. T. Cnark 
(Amalgamated Railway Servants). 


Mr. W. J. Davis: I want to ask this Congress how they would know who would 
be the twelve Committeemen from whom to elect the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and 
ashi’ 2? We have 18 candidates, and it is quite impossible to carry the resolution 
into effect. 
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Mr, A. Winxtz (Shipwrights) suggested that it would be better to let things remain 
as they were for the present, as the proposal was incomplete. It might be altered for 
next year, and the whole thing put on a democratic principle for discussion. 


The previous question was carried, and the proposed amendment to Standing 
Orders consequently fell through. 


THE SECRECY OF THE BALLOT. 


Mr. Witt Tuorne (Gasworkers) next moved an amendment to Standing Order 
No. 10 respecting the election of a Parliamentary Committee of thirteen, including 
Secretary, to be elected by ballot ou the last day but one of each Congress. The rule 
said: “The ballot paper to be filled up and then immediately placed in the box without 


inspection by the delegates other than those of the society voting.” His amendment 
read as follows :— 


‘‘ Any delegate or delegates found guilty of violating this Standing Order shall at once 
be reported to Congress, and shall be named by the Chairman, and such delegate or 
delegates shall be expelled from the Congress, and prevented from being represented at 
the Congress again for three years.” 


He said that for many years they had been trying to purify Congress in reference to 
the voting. Some two years ago he made the declaration that so far asthe gasworkers’ 
delegates were concerned they refused to show their voting papers to any delegate, 
and the result was he was persecuted to some extent. It was impossible to stop the 
delegates bargaining, and consulting with each other as to whom they were going to 


vote for, but the delegates could not trust each other at five yards distance on the 
floor of the house. 


Mr. J. Warp (Navvies’ Union) seconded, and said that unless Congress was 
prepared to accept the penalty suggestion they might as well rescind the Standing 
Order, as it would not be enforced as it stood. Things now went on in relation to the 
voting which should not be allowed. 


Mr. W. J. Davis (Brassfounders) moved the previous question, and was proceeding 
to speak, when the Presipunr ruled a speech on the previous question out of order. 


Mr. Davis then said he would move a negative to the motion, and again the 
PRESIDENT ruled a speech out of order, which procedure drew the remark from Mr. 
Davis that if the Presipenr wished to burke discussion he did not mind. 


The Presipent: I don’t want to burke anything, but I want order and the 
busiuess of the Congress conducted in a proper manner. 


Mr. T, Cuark (Railway Servants) seconded the previous question, which was lost. 


Mr. W. J. Davis then opposed the resolution, and said it was un-English. In his 
opinion there should be no ballot at all; it was a system instituted for slaves and 
people afraid of others knowing how they voted. If they demanded to know 
how their representatives in the House of Commons voted, why should the delegates 
at Congress be afraid to let their constituents know how they voted? He had been a 
delegate for many years, had experience in all systems of voting, and before the 
examination of votes was instituted he knew instances where the promises of support 
were sufficient to place a candidate at the head of the poll, but when the result was 
known he was at the bottom. 


Mr. THorne: That shows treachery. 


Mr. J. N. Bett (Newcastle-on-Tyne) asked, supposing that they carried this 
resolution unanimously, what was there to prevent any two delegates representing 
two different societies going away quietly where no one would see them to show each 
other their papers ? Those found out would be punished, and those not found out 
would be looked upon as traitors. The proposal was a farce. 


Mr. R. NaysmirnH (Gasworkers) asserted that there was more concern and 
interest taken as to who should fill certain positions than in regard to the most 
important resclution on the agenda. The whole business was disgraceful. He hoped 
something would be done to purify this disgusting work which was going on, not only 
in the Congress itself, but out of it, in public-houses and elsewhere. 


Mr. W. H. Hacxert (Railway Servants) said that the amendment did not carry 
him where he wanted to be. 
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Mr. Goutp (Brassworkers) maintained that votes should be above board among 
any assembly representing the people. 


In reply to the general demands of the Congress, a vote was taken, with the resulé 
that 125 voted for the amendment and 105 ‘against, the amendment being declared 
carried. It was, however, challenged, and the subsequent figures announced were: 
For the amendment, 763,000; against, 505,000. 


The Presipent: Let me explain that this amendment to Standing Orders simply 
refers to the showing of the ballot papers to any one else except to the society 
interested. It cannot affect the present Congress, but will be in force immediately 
afterwards. It will operate at any Special Congress called between now and next 
September. ; 


AMENDMENT TO STANDING ORDER NO. LI. 


Mr. Joun Warp (Nayvies) moved to delete the word “ elections” from Standing 
Order No. 11 and substitute the word “constituencies.” He said that at the 
beginning of the Congress Mr. Smillie drew attention to the fact that if the 
Parliamentary Committee could only issue its mandate in support of its candidates 
when the aciual elections were taking place—which did not,as a rule, last more than 


14 days—their mandate was of but very little use to the candidates they were 
supporting. 


Mr. W. J. Davis (Brassworkers) seconded, and the proposal was agreed to. 


THE SECRETARY'S TENURE OF OFFICE, 


A long and rather complicated discussion ensued on an amendment to Standing 
Order No. 14 respecting the Secretary to Congress, which Mr. J. Baker (Engine and 
Cranemen) moved as follows :— 

‘“ Add after the word ‘ committee,’ on line four, ‘ He shall deyots all his time to the 
work, and remain in office (without re-election) so long as his work and conduct give 
satisfaction to the Parliamentary Committee and the representatives attending Congress.’ ’ 

Nore.—This does not prevent the Secretary being either a candidate for or & 
Member of Parliament. 


Mr. J. Fuynn (Blastfurnacemen) seconded, and Mr. W. Davipson (Cabinet 
Makers) supported. 


Mr. J. V. Stevens (Tin and Ironplate Workers) said it was a dangerous precedent 
to establish if they were to have a permanent official of whom they could never get 


rid unless they made a personal question of it. He felt bound to vote against the 
resclution. : 


Councillor A. Summer (Farriers) opposed the amendment because he believed it 
departed from a democratic principle. 


The Presipent: The question of salary is not dealt with in the resolution. 


Mr. S. Wuysrew (Fawcett Association) moved thai the amendment ba referred 
back. He thought the Secretary should come annually to Congress for re-election. 


Mr. C. A. Beck (Railway Servants) thought it most unfair to ask anyone to take 
the position of Secretary of the Congress and then perhaps deprive him of it the nexg 
year. A good man was not going to throw up a position of security and permanency 
for the Secretaryship of the Congress if he had got to be re-elected every year. 


Mr. D. C. Cummines (Boilermakers) explained that the Parliamentary Com. 
mittee had issued a circular siaiing that if was necessary for the Secretary to 
devote his whole time to the werk, with which he agreed. The Grouping Com- 
mittee sumewhai altered the wording of the original resolution and had inserted 
the words “without re-election” in order to get some bold on the Secretary, that 
he must give satisfaction to the Parliamentary Committee as well as the representa. 
tives attending Congress. Congress was not discussing salary, that must bea question 
for a future Congress to decide, but it was felt that if would be to the benefit of the 
Congress and the Parliamentary Commities that the Secretary should, if possible, ba 
in Parliament—not to draw two salaries, but to be in Parliament and under the control 
of the Committee. If the salary was found to be insufficient to maintain the two 
positions it was thought Congress would readily grant the Secretary a sufficient sum. 


Mr. G. H. Stuart (Postmen’s Federation) opposed the resolution. So long as 
the Secretary did his work satisfactorily he would be sure of re-election. 
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Mr. Bowerman, L.C.C. (London Society of Compositors), said the Congress should 
hesitate considerably before it gave up its right to re-elect the Secretary every year. 
Congress should not allow itself to be fettered. He seconded the reference back. 


Mr. Ropert Siu (Miners’ Federation) asked what was the use of amending 
Standing Orders to make it whole time if the amendment to come on later in Congress 
should be carried to give effect to the resolution next Congress? He agreed that no 
Trade Union leader should be asked to resign his position unless sure of a permanency 
if his duties were satisfactory, and he did not think the delegates should have the 
right to dismiss the Secretary. He was not the servant of the delegates but of the 
Trade Unions. He hoped the resolution would be referred back. 


The Presipent gave his ruling that any substantial and definite alteration of 
Standing Orders applied immediately after the_rising of Congress. The Secretary 
elected would have to be bound by the Standing Orders agreed to at this Congress. 


Mr. W. J. Davis (Brassworkers) explained that when it was firsi announced to 
them that there was a vacancy in the secretaryship no new conditions were attached. 
They were invited to send in nominations, but afterwards it was recommended 
that the secretaryship should be of a permanent character. Some trades complained, 
and said that if they had known of the new conditions they would have nominated 
other gentlemen for the position. The speaker took this opportunity of joining Mr. 
Bowerman in his opposition to the resolution. He thought that but for the accident 
of Mr. Wood’s illness they would not have been discussing this principle. With that 
exception, ever since Congress had been in existence the election of a Secretary once a 
year had been a great success, 


Mr. T. E. Witiiams (Engine and Crane Drivers) maintained that as the Par- 
liamentary Committee was the servant of the Congress, then the Secretary of that 
Committee was also the servant of the Congress; and they ought to be very careful 
how they voted upon this question. If the Secretary did his duty to the Trade 
Unionists of this country he need never be afraid of losing his position because he 
became a candidate for office every year. ; 


Mr. A. Tans.zy (Toolmakers) believed that the Secretary should devote the whole 
of his time to the duties, and that being so it was only right that they should make 
the position something like a permanency. If they did not they certainly would not 
get the best man for the post. There were only two candidates, and the one elected 
would have a twelve months’ trial. 


Mr. D. J. SuHackteton, M.P., said there was no reason why these resolutions 
should not have gone on together, but they felt that this was a new proposition in 
regard to permanency or otherwise of the secretaryship, and should be settled as a 
principle. The proposition of the Committee was that they settle now as a principle 
as to whether in the future the Secretary should hold a permanent position. The 
argument about his coming up every year for re-election to determine whether he had 
given satisfaction was a most dangerous proposal. He maintained that they must 


_leave the matter to some extent in the hands of the Committee under whom they had 


to work. If that authority did not do its duty then the Congress must remove them 
and the Secretary himself by a separate resolution. They wanted the Secretary in 
Parliament; and if he got there he would want extra money. He should be paid for 
the work he was elscied todo. They had a clear issue before them—permanency or 
re-election every year. 


Mr. S. WausH (Miners’ Federation) said the position ought to have heen made 
clear before the nominations were sent in, He supported the referencesback. 


On a show of hands the proposal to refer the matter back to the Grouping Com- 
mittee was declared to be lost. 


Mr. C. F. Davis (London Society of Compositors) insisted on a vote by card, in 
spite of the protest of the Caarrman that it would be a waste of time, and the result 
was as follows :— 


For the reference back ........ Ka eee SAAN GLa av ava ehin vant 743,000 
Against ...... Getler eles isdn ak eashivensl eh inces ba doyathe eiadete 678,000 
Majority for ccccesscssetsvccssneseesess 65,000 


The Grouping Committee then retired to reconsider the matter, 
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EDUCATION. 


Mr. W. A. AppLeTon (Lacemakers) moved :— 


“That this Congress condemus the educational policy of the Government, as laid 
down in the Act of 1902, and in the subsequently issued Minutes and Regulations, and 


demands the formulation of an educational programme based upon the principle of 
equal opportunities for all, such programme to aim at securing :— 


(1) That all grades of education shall be free and State maintained. 


‘“((2) That attendance in primary and secondary schools shall be compulsory, 
and that adequate provision by maintenance grants be made-for children to continue 
at school until the age of 16 years, or until such age as the university course begins. 


‘¢(3) That provision be made. to continue the education of capable students 
through the university courses. 


(4) That the standard of capacity shall be judged by work previously accom- 
plished, and not by competitive examination. 


‘© (5) That the education in all State-supported schools shall be secular. 


(6) That all State-supported schools shall be under the control of, and their 
affairs administered by, the directly elected representatives of the people. 


(7) That each educational district shall be required to train the number of 
pupil teachers demanded by local needs, and for this purpose to establish training 
colleges, preferably in connection with universities or university colleges. 


‘(8) That the cost of the before-mentioned reforms shall be borne by the 
National Exchequer out of revenue obtained through broadening the basis of taxation, 
and by the restoration and democratic administration of valuable misappropriated 
educational charities and endowments. 


_ (9) That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades 
Union Congress to formulate these proposals in a Bill to be laid before Parliament 
during the forthcoming session. 


‘ (10) That no Parliamentary candidate receive the endorsement of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee unless he is prepared to accept and promote the educational policy 
of the Trades Union Congress. 


Mr. Appleton said he was exceedingly proad of the attitude Congress had taken daring 
the last seven years in attempting to popularise education among not only the 
working classes, bat amongst all other classes. If the subject had become more 
popular among the people it was largely owivg to those efforts. A good many 
delegates were inclined to say this was the most important resolution before Congress. 
Tf he did not claim that himself, he agreed with the French writer who said: ‘After 
bread, education is the first want of the people.” What was desired was such a 
system of education as would afford equal opportunities to the children, and the 
experiences of the last few years had enabled them to eliminate some of the matters 
about which they used to differ, and to agree upon the broad principles. They agreed 
to condemn the Act of 1902 and the miautes and regulations which had followed. 
First they agreed that all education should be absolutely free and State maintained 
rather than locally maintained. The people who provided the education in different 
localities were not always bound to receive the benefits of the education given. A 
child would become a more or less efficient unit of the State and not the unit 
of any particular locality. Therefore the State should make adequate provision 
for the education of the children. They claimed that education in 
all State-supported schools should be secular. They had been driven to that 
conclusion by the difficulty of shaping any form of dogmatic teaching which would 
be acceptable to the different denominations. No man breathing could shape such 
a dogmatic teaching which would be acceptable to the Roman Catholic, the Anglican, 
the Wesleyan, or the Jew; yet they were all ratepayers, and were entitled to have 
their rights protected and enjoy all the educational advantages which could be given. 
None wished to stand in the way of any reasonable attempt to develop character, 
because they were anxious to develop character as intellect, but he did not want to be 
a party to assisting in the development of intellectual prigs. So far as that Congress 
vas concerned, most of the things they had striven for would be realised if the 
people were only educated. They had plenty of force in the Labour movement, but 
it was latent force, lacking intelligence. If they could only awaken the strength 
which lay in their movement, and cause it to be intelligently directed, all the reforms 
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the movement had striven for would be brought within the region of practical politics. 
They would then accomplish what would never be accomplished if they allowed 
the people to remain in comparative ignorance. 


Mr. J. C. Gorvon (Tinplate Workers) seconded the resolution, and said he was 
sure the Copgress would accept as an addition the question of maintenance schelar- 
ships. It strengthened the resclution. For three years Congress had admitted this 
principle, and the Parliamentary Committee had made a special point of this particular 
clause, and, therefore, he thought the Congress would not hesitate to accept its 
introduction at this point. Delegates fully recognised that the religious question had 
been the greatest stumbling block to their educational progress. The whole cost of 
education should be a national charge, and he thought the delegates wovld heartily 
endorse that part of the resolution. ‘The commercial clasres recognised that 15 wars to 
their interest to secure the services of well-educated workers, and they as Trade 
Unionists should appreach the question from the standpoint that the children should 
have the best education it lay in their power to give. 


Mr. W. H. Hackett (Railway Servants) inquired what be was to underetand by 
“ secondary education,” in clause 2? Did it mean secondary “day” schools, or the 
existing evening schools? Personally he would like to see the word “day” inserted, 
With regard to the suggestion that “adequate provision ” should be made for children 
to continue at school until the age of 16, he was anxious to know whetber it was 
intended that grants should be made to the school or to the coild. 


Mr. H. Emery (Bakers and Confectioners), as a Labour member of the Hanley 
Education Committee, supported the resolution. With regard to the proposal 
that only secular education should be given in State-supported schools, Mr. Emery 
said that he bad bad some experience on the old School Board, and some little on the 
Education Committee, of the religious @ifficulty. Up to about three years ago, he 
was prepared to fight strenuously for religious teaching in the schools, but after 
seeing the fight amongst the people who were supposed to preach peace he thought it 
about time that workingmen went in for purely secular education. Respesting the 

upil-teacher contre question, he contended that the maintenance of these centres 
ought to fall upon the State, because after they had spent the ratepayers’ money ia 
educating these pupil-teachers, ihe people who had got no pupil-teacher centra simp'y 
offered a higher salary for them, and got them. Thus the local towns lost the money 
they had expended on them, which he thought was unfair and unjast. This difficulty 
would be obviated if there were a system of pupil-teacher centres throughout the 
country: 

Mr. J. Stoxses (Glassblowers) moved that the resolution be referred back, 
suggesting that for clause 2 should be substituted either the clause. originally 
presented by the Lacemakers’ Society or the clause in the resolution presented by 
the National Union of Gasworkers. 

Mr. Gorpon said be was prepare’ to accept either of these clauses in substitution 
for that in the resolution ag submitted. 

Mr. Appireron said that he would be delighted to accept the second clanse of the 


-resolution submitted by his own society. He did not want to accept the word ‘* day.’ 


He wanted the hours of labour to be shortened for iheir young people, so that they 
would be more free to stuc} 


; 
oP) 
The resolution, with the substitution which had been accey ted, waa then agreed to. 


THE SECRETARYSHIP ONCH MORE, 
GROUPING COMMITTEE'S NEW RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Mr. SHACKLETON, on bebalf of the Grouping Committee on Standing Orders, 
announced that the Committee proposed to divide the subject referred back to them 
into three portions as follow: 1. To settle the question as to whether the secretary 
must devote the whole of his time to the work. 2. To see whether the appoiniment 
shall be permanent or subject to annual election. 3. As to when it should come into 
operation. The three issues were quite distinct, and he thought would clear the air 
somewhat, and the delegates would be able to appreciate the separate points as they 
arose. He moved as the first resolution : 

‘¢ He shall devote his whole time to the work, but this does not prevent the Secrets ry 
being either a candidate for or a member of Parliament.” 


Mr, Cummines seconded, and it was adopted. 
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. Mr. SHACKLETON then moved :— 


‘© He shall remain in office so long as his work and conduct give satisfaction to the 
Parliamentary Committee and the representatives attending Congress.” 


Mr. Cummines seconded, and it was adopted. 
Mr. SHACKLETON moved the third resolution :— 


‘““The amended Standing Order to come into force at the Congress of 1906, and that 
for this year, as the nominations have taken place under the old Standing Order, the 
election also be held under the same.” 


Mr. CumMMINGS seconded. 


Mr. ©. W. Bowrerman (London Compositors): Am I totake if that if has now been 
decided to appoint a permanent Secretary ? 


The PresmpentT: Yes. 


Mr. Bowerman: I cannot help thinking that it is unfortunate this matter should 
have been passed without discussion. 


The Present: The thing is done. 


Mr. J. Baker (Enginemen and Boilermen) opposed the resolution, and expressed 
his regret that the situation was not left open so that some arrangement might be 
made to suit the candidate and Congress. He did not think they should have to wait 
twelve months for the services of a man whom they had decided they needed at once. 


Mr. G. N. Barnes (Amalgamated Engineers): I think it would be unfair to the 
man elected this year that he should have to go through the ordeal of election next 
year again. We have had an exciting contest going on all the week, a8 many of us 
know. It seems to me that if you don’t put the permanency principle into immediate 
operation you will have the same thing going on next year. I hope Congress 
will decide that whoever is elected this year shall remain Secretary to Congress. 


Mr. W. B. Curesman (Fawcett Association) thought the carrying of the resolution 
would place Congress in a very ridiculous position. 


Mr. J. Honmrs (Hosiery Federation) denied that any question of personality was 
at issue. It was a matter of equity and justice. 


Mr. J. Wiuson (Scottish Shale Miners) thought it only fair that the man who 


secured the position of Secretary should have an opportunity of putting his affairg in 
order. y 


} 


Mr. R. Bett, M.P., denied that the Parliamentary Committee had any other 
motive in the resolution than to give every society an opportunity of considering 
whether they would nominate under the new conditions. © 


Mr, JoHN WEIR (Miners’ Federation): Would the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee simply mean that the question be remitted to next Congress ? 


Mr. SHACKLETON, M.P.: No. Congress has decided the future system of election. 
The only thing the resolution means is that, seeing the nominations come in under 
the old Standing Orders, the election shall be on the same footing. The nominations 
next year will be under the new Standing Orders, and the election will be the same. 


Vote by card resulted as follows :— 


For the TESOIULION .icececocecscccens Cathe vecnwecbesetieeern . £09,000 
PREITY gins sn 0454s Fad Wack eee sanad ce scas tegci eesti cea ceeaaioge 456,000 


Majority fOr ......sccsscsseesseseveesse 463,000 
Congress then retired for lunch. 


AFTERNOON SITTING. 





CONSOLIDATION OF LABOUR FORCES. 


ei Mr. Joun Warp (Navvies) moved the first of two resolutions on this subject as 
ollows :— 


_, “This Congress endorses the action of the Parliamentary Committee in calling the 
joint meeting of the three Committees which met at Caxton Hall on February 16th this 
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year, and believes that the common policy there agreed upon for uniting the forces of - 
Labour at the next election will materially assist in increasing the number- of direct 
Labour representatives in the House of Commons.”’ 


Observing that, although if was ten minutes past the time for the resumption of 
business, very few gentlemen were present, Mr. Ward said he would make a speech 
to the chairs while delegates were re-assembling. There was a fear some time ago 
that it would be impossible for the Congress, representing the three sections of 
organised movement, to combine upon any policy at elections, and the Parliamentary 
Committee at one time thought there was a danger of an election at an early period 
—there did not now seem to be any likelihood of one, and he (Mr. Ward) did not 
think the Prime Minister was anxious to give up office until he was absolutely kicked 
out—therefore the Committee called together the three committees to see if there 
Was any modus operandi by which they could combine the energies of the several 
sections instead of frittering them away in useless hostility to each other. The 
decisions arrived at by the committee tormed the basis of a lasting agreement— 
at least, they excluded the possibility of open hostility to Labour candidates by any 
recognised section of the Labour party. The Trade Union movement needed to 
unite all its forces, and he believed the Parliamentary Committee had succeeded in 
doing this at their meeting on February 16th, 


Mr, S. WatsH (Miners’ Federation) seconded, and the motion was agreed to. 


THE SECOND RESOLUTION, 
Mr. J. ANDERSON (Stevedores) moved :— 


‘¢ This Congress is of opinion that the time has arrived when, in order to consolidate 
and render more effective the forces of Labour in their economic, social, and political 
struggles, the necessary steps should be taken to bring together the Trades Union Con- 
gress, the General Federation of Trade Unions, and the Labour Representation Committee 
in one representative body, which shall exercise the functions hitherto exercised by the 
three bodies named, With this object in view, it hereby instructs the Parliamentary 
Committee to invite the committees of the General Federation of Trade Unions and the 
Labour Representation Committee to a conference in order to arrange a scheme for the 
bringing about of the desired amalgamation.”’ 


He wished to make it clear at the outset that his society was not animated a all 
by any feeling of antagonism to either of the bodies mentioned in the resolution. 
As a matter of fact, his society was affiliated to all three bodies and cordially and 
heartily endorsed the action of each. But they were of opinion that, although 
the three bodies had done good work in the past, if it were possible to bring them 
together under one head and make one organisation of the whole, they could carry on 
their work in a much more effective and powerful manner. It had been said that the 
position had been complicated by the different positions of the various bodies—that 
one had more funds and another less funds, and that the organisation was different, but 
if the course recommended was adopted by the Congress, and a conference was called 
together, he submitted that it was not beyond the wit of the wiseacres of the three 
committees to devise a working scheme which should bring about their amalgamation. 


Mr. 8. Fisner (Coal Trimmers) seconded the resolution, and quoted figures to 
prove that too much was being paid for the benefits derived from these Congresses. 
He declared that the results could be secured with a very much less expenditure. 


Mr. J. R. Crynes (Gasworkers), opposing the resolution, said that the 
Federation of Trade Unions was created for the purpose of looking after the financial 
side of the Trade Union movement, for calling into existence a great Trade Union 
Bes that would be there at any time of need to assist any section of the Trade 

nion movement whenever it was required; therefore he thought the Federation 
should devote itself absolutely exclusively to the definite financial and organising 
work that it was created to do. The Labour Representation Committee was also 
created by that Congress for the definite purpose of forming and expressing Labour 
opinion on independent lines in political matters, so that the workers would have 
a chance of going to the polls in a far different way from what was previously their 
habit. He refused to believe that that Congress was so shortsighted as to create a 
body five or six years ago which it was now anxious to destroy. 


Mr. W. H. Hacxert (Railway Servants) opposed the resolution, and thought that 
the separate bodies had done their business admirably. One thing done well was 
worth many things done badly. 
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Mr. G. N. Barnes (Engineers) did not see that unity was going to be achieved 
through the resolution. The Trades Congress had been established some years ago 
to look after Labour in its industrial aspects, to provide against strikes, and for the 
mutual support of the affiliated unions in the event of lockouts. Then there was the 
Labour Representation Committee and a third body whose chief object seemed to be 
to pass resolutions. That resolution was ten years too late. Affiliated with one of 
the bodies there was a large number of miners who did no& subscribe to its funds or 
its policy, and why should they be subject to the veto or the management of men who 
were represented at the Congress but who were not on the Representation Committee ? 
On that Committee there were not only many Trade Unionists but Socialists. 


Mr. F. Kennepy (Builders’ Labourers) : And the biggest number. 


Mr. BaRnEs proceeded to say that it was said that the Socialists wanted to control 
a good portion of the L.R.C.’s funds. He did not believe that, but he did believe that 
the Socialists were a danger in that they were inexperienced in Trade Union con- 
struction and in the internal management of Trade Union affairs. The next General 
Election would clear the air somewhat, and there would be less uncertainty as to 
which of these three bodies was going to be the mouthpiece of Labour in its political 
aspects. In the meantime they would do well to allow things to remain as they were, 
for the passing of the resolution would only increase the present confusion. 


Mr. F. Kennepy (Builders’ Labourers) supported the resolution, and said 
they had among them 4 number who were on the side of the enemy. Let them listen 
to this (reading from a pamphlet): “Of course, it is well kaown a number of the 
delegates have no mandate from their unions; it is only individual opinion that guides 
many of them to vote.’’ When they had such people as these—— 


The PresIDENT asked the speaker to name the origin of the pampblet, and 
Mr. Kennedy said it was headed ‘‘ A Few Words to Trade Unionists, from the Tariff 
Reform League.” (Loud laughter, and a voice: ‘‘ Why didn’t you tell us before ?”’) 


Mr. Kennrpy spoke of non-unionists being on the L.R.C., and he went on to say 
if the political movement of Trade Unionism was in the hands of the Parliamentary 
Committee they should see that no shufflers should blackmail the character of Trade 
Unionists. Pete Curran had said that Mr. Chamberlain was not the only one to turn 
a somersault; hundreds had done the same, yet they swelled their chests and 
imagined they would get swept into Parliament. He guaranteed to say that at the 
next election many of these would not get enough votes to mind the village pump. 


Mr. J. Baxer (Engine, Crane, and Boilermen) opposed the resolution, and spoke 
of the foolish waste of money that would be caused by calling a conference that would 
not agree. 


Mr. James O’Grapy (Furnishing Trades) said that for the life of him he could 
not understand why Congress was discussing the resolution now before it. Congress 
had over and over again delegated certain functicns to offshoot bodies to perform 
because it could nof do them itself. The resolution was hopelessly impracticable. 


Mr. J. N. Bert (Labour Union) said thas if they amalgamated the three bodies it 
would be necessary for all the organisations connected with the Congress to join the 
General Federation of Trade Unions. There were scmething like 460,000 Trade 
Unionists affiliated to the Federation, and about a million and a-half conrected with 
the Congress. The difference between 460,000 and a million and a-half was ratber a 
big one, and before they voted for a resolution of this kind tbey ought to reflect 
upon it. One of the objections would be that they would have people controlling 
the policy of the Labour Representation Committee and not subscribing to its funds. 
Whichever way they took it, there were practical difficulties in the way which 
rendered it impossible to carry the resolution if it were passed into effect. 


The resolution was defeated on a show of hands by a large majority. 


AMERICAN FRATERNAL DELEGATES. 


The PRESIDENT then introduced Mr. John A. Moffitt and Mr. James Wood, the 


fraternal delegates from America. 


Mr. Morritt thanked the Congress for the courtesies and kindness which had been 
extended by the Congress towards him and his colleague. In America there were ten 
million men earning their daily bread by the sweat of their brow. Through Trade 
Unionism one-half of that army of workers were affiliated with the Federation of 
Labour, and it was from that body that be and his colleague brought fraternal 
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greetings. There had been no factor more potent in bringing about a better relation- 
ship between England and America than the movement of Trade Unionism. The 
speaker said the American delegates came not from any crowned potentate or titled 
dignitary, but from a higher power—as ambassadors from the sovereign people who 
had made industrial America great, to the court of power which had made industrial 
Britain great. The message they had brought had not to do with peace and war ; 
with national and international strife; or the bickerings and subtleties of international 
diplomacy. Their message was one of peace, fraternal affection, and brotherly love 
in the common cause which the Labour movement strove to carry on on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Theiz efforts were the same—they struggled for the ennoblement of 
honest toil and to secure its just reward. To the great industrial army in Great 
Britain they brought this message of fraternity, God-speed, and brotherly love from 
the industrial forces of America, from the brain and muscle of the Empire Republic 
across the ocean, whose greatness and supremacy were in no small measure due to the 
first lessons of craftsmanship, honour, brotherhood, and fraternity learned in the 
British homes, schools, and workshops. Mr. Moffitt then went into a review of the 
experiences of the Labour movement in America. Ho dealt at length with the 
efforts made to injure and prejudice their industrial organisations by the two capitalist 
combinations—the Citizens’ Alliance and the Manufacturers’ National Organisation. 
Not long since, he said, these bodies held a joint convention at Detroit, Mich., at 
which it was decided that ‘‘any and every method known to the human race would 
be used to retard ths progress being mae by the Trade Union movement in America.”’ 
The speaker went into a long account of the continuous tyranny and violeuce to 
which the American workers had been subjected. In the course of this story, he told 
how his delegate colleague (Mr. Wood) was the victim of organised violence on the 
part of the employers while organising a cigar makers’ strike in Florida, and as the 
result of which he sustained such injuries that for some time his life was despaired 
of, and he lost one arm. Mr. Moffitt mentioned cases in which the employers armed 
blacklegs with firearms and supplied negroes with clubs and guns in order to 
intimidate the workers. 


MR. J. WOOD’S ADDRESS, 


Mr. Woop, who was accorded an enthusiastic reception, assured the delegates 
that, like his colleague, he felé it a very great honour to have the opportunity of 
conveying greetings from the American Labour movement to the Jand that gave his 
forefathers birth. The speaker went on to give a descriptioa of the manner in which 
the organisations of labour in the United States had been based on the foundation 
laid by the experiences of the Labour movement in Great Britain, and he told how 
well they had succeeded by working along on the lines of the British unions. 
Dealing with his own society, the Cigar Makers’ Union, he mentioned that in 20 years 
it bad succeeded in reducing the hours of labour of its members from 12, 14, and 16 per 
day to 8, and had increased wages from 3, 3}, aud 4 dollars per week up to from 18 to 25 
doilars. It had also piled up a reserve fund of 500,000 dollars, and had paid out over 
7,000,000 dollars in relieving the misery and want of members during hard and struggling 
times. There were many things in common between the peoples of American and Great 
Britain. He had been told, for instance, that they could not buy the land. He knew 
they could not get the money to buy it in America. Then they had a more compact 
unity in England in the Labour movement than they had in the United States. He 
said this with all due zespect to his own country, because it was true. And he wanted 
to say that the system which had been adopted by the American Federation of 
Labour, and by that Congrese, of sending representatives to their aunual gatherings 
had done for them in America a vast amount of good, because they in England had 
an old Trade Unionism with a history which stretched out over many years, and 
which had many helpful lessons for the Trade Unionists of America. He hoped that 
this fraternal spirit would be developed to such an extent that they would have the 
entire white races banded together under one general organisation seeking the 
complete emancipation cf the employed classes throughout civilisation. There was 
one matter which he had been requested to bring before them. Some years ago they 
adopted in America a general holiday on the first Monday in September, known as 
Labour day, upou which they met and conferred with one another on Labour questions. 
They wanted to adopt cne general Labour day devoted to similar purposes 
throughout civilisation, so that on that one day they would have the working people 
throughout the entire world exchanging their thoughts and their ideas upon 
questions which were of importance to them, 
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THE CO-OPERATIVE DELEGATION. 


Mr. J. Graenwoop, delegate frora the Co-operative Union, brought fraternal 
greetings to Congress. He claimed that co-operators were trying to do something in 
their way for the workers, not only in connection with their distributive concerns bus 
in trying to organise labour to some extent with the view of obtaining employment, 
He spoke as one who had been working in that way for the last 80 years; and durin 
that time something like £10,000 had been distributed amongst the workers, an 
about £9,000 placed to a reserve fund. 


GENERAL FEDERATION OF TRADES. 


Mr. Isaac Mircuutx (general secretary of the Federation of Trades Unions), 
bearing the goodwill of his society to Congress, said he thought the decision arrived 
at that afternoon with respect to the unity of the forces of Labour was a wise one. 
The best way to obtain true unity was to proceed on the lines laid down at the Caxton 
Hall Confereuce. All who were associated with the work of his federation were more 
convinced than ever that the only method whereby fair and just conditions could be 
secured was to concentrate all the forces of Labour upon every point they decided to 
Improve. In the practical work that they undertook to carry out, they found it 
absolutely necessary on very many occasions to call in to their aid societies which in 
some instances were not directly affected in the dispute. Mr. Orinion would agree 
with him that, in the negotiations that took place recently in Manchester, the cotton 
operatives recognised that they had strength behind them in the Federation of Trade 
Unions. They had built up in the Federation the machinery whereby one union 
could assist another that resorted to methods that were so unmethodical in the past. 


Mr. JAMES CrInton, also of the General Federation, followed. Advocating the 
federation of Trade Unions, he said in Hanley and other parts of Staffordshire it was 
admitted that the Federation had rendered effective service to the workers and had 
been the means of preventing disputes and taking steps to promote a better under- 
standing between the workers and the employers. The combination of the various 
unions added huge strength to the Labour movement, influentially and financially, 
and he pleaded for old prejudices to be put aside, and the sinking of ail differences 
with a view to a solid compact between all unions equal to the federated employers. 
He hoped that by next time the General Federation met there would be a better 
response from the unions. 


LABOUR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. R. Ciynus, representing the Labour Representation Committee, offered 
the congratulations and greetings of that body to the Congress delegates. He said he 
thought there never was a time when the relations between the Trades Congress 
and the Labour Representation Committee were more friendly or harmonious than 
they were at the present moment. Speaking of the work of the L.R.C., Mr. Clynes 
said the difficulty in regard to the payment.of members had been somewhat overcome 
by the fact that they bad now in the Parliamentary funds of the L.R.C. no less than 
£7,000 waiting to meet the returning officers’ expenses. Siace the beginning of the 
L.R.C., £2,500 had been paid in by different societies in the form of affiliation fees. 
He hoped they all believed that a very substantial return had been made to the 
Labour and Trade Union movement in the form of the great activity and improved 
and greater Labour union promoted by the Committee. Nearly £1,000 had been 
subscribed by the Trade Unions affiliated to that Congress to the fund created by 
the L.R.C. to aid their fellow workers struggling in Russia. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE AMERICAN DELEGATES. 


The President, in presenting to each of the American delegates a memento of 
their visit, said this year they had varied the stereotyped method of presenting 
watches. He had pleasure, on behalf of the Congress, of handing over to Mr. Wood a 
ie be — of the best Sheffield cutlery. This was duplicated to his colleague, 
Mr, Moffitt. 


Mr. Morritt acknowledged the gifts on behalf of himself and his colleagues, and 
said that they would be greatly treasured. 


A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the fraternal delegates. 

















pu 2 


= — 7: nei tot ca 
iprrament Te a RIE I ALE LEAL LEE pa 

erp emcee sca Fa Ta a OR 

es sa =: 


a ainammnmineneetinn Seacieniaial 


TRADES UNION CONGRESS. i149 


THE LUCERNE PEACE CONFERENCE. 
It was agreed that if a delegate should be appointed by his union to attend the 
Peace Conference at Lucerne he should be permitted to speak on behalf of the 
British Trade Congress. 


Congress then adjourned. 





HUE TE DAY. 


a 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th. 


The Presipentr took the chair at 9-30, and the minutes of the previous day’s 
proceedings were read and confirmed. 


LIMITATION OF SPEECHES. 


The Cuarrman of the General Purposes Committee announced that for the rest of 
Congress they recommended that the speech of the mover of a resolution should be 
confined to five minutes, and that of the seconder and subsequent speakers to three 


minutes. 


This was agreed to. 
HOURS OF LABOUR. 


Mr. J. R. Cuynes (Gasworkers) moved :— 

‘That, in view of the present rapidity of production and the continuous introduction 
of labour-saving machinery, and the consequent displacement of manual labour in many 
industries, this Congress declares in favour of shortening the hours of Jabour to not more 
than eight hours per day or 48 hours per week, as & means towards the absorption of 
mary of those workers who are at some seasons of the year thrown out of employment ; 
and also calls upon all the organised workers of the United Kingdom to make this one of 
the test questions at all Parliamentary and municipal elections; and we further declare 
that the system of night work in bakeries is both unsatisfactory and unnecessary and should 
be abolished by legal enactment; and that the principle of systematic overtime should be 
abolished in all trades.”’ 


An eight hours’ day, said Mr. Clynes, was rendered necessary because of the rapidity 
of production and the continuous introduction of labour-saving machines. In view of 
the enormous number of workpeople who were unemployed because so many others 
were overworked, they thought that the State should either regulate or limit the 
hours of labour. In many occupations a reduction of the hours of labour would 
permit thousands of unemployed workmen being employed. A reduction to eight 
hours a Gay on our railways, our tramroad system, our canals, in connection with 
public buildings, vehicular traffic, in the building trade generally, and in many other 
occupations would permit of thousaads finding work who were Reaver of it to-day. 
A reduction in the hours of labour would tend to the diminution of the enormous 
number of injuries sustained by workmen, and the growing number of accidents 
atising out of the different occupations of to-day. This buicher’s bill of industry 
ought to be reduced. 


Mr. H. Wruuiams (Bakers and Confectioners) seconded. His society had spent a 
number of years and large sums of money in trying to reduce the hours of their 
workers, but without success. 


Mr. H. Emery (Bakers) supported the resolution. He said that within three 
miles from where the Congress was meeting men in the baking industry were 
working 80 to 90 hours per week, largely in night work. The object of the bakers in 
pushir'g for a 48 hours’ week was to protect the men against themselves, and they 
believed it would be just as beneficial to the employers as it would to the employés, 
or even more so, because there were employers in the Potteries who wanted to be fair 


to their men, but had to meet the keen competition of those who worked their men 
such long hours. 
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Mr. W. H. Hacxurt (Railway Servants) regarded the question as of great 
importance. It was the increased value of labour they were interested in. Two sets 
of men now were equal to three some years ago, but the money remained the same. 
In view of the excess of work on the railways, an eight-hour day was an absolute 
necessity. 


Mr. T. Asuton (Operative Spinners) said the operatives of Lancashire were 
not against a 48-hour week in trades where it could be adopted with safety, but 
they could not support a measure of this character if it was to apply hard and fast 
lines to the cotton industry, because four-fifths of the products of the cotton industry 
had to find a foreign outlet, and had to meet the keen competition of other countries, 
including America, where the hours of labour in the cotton industry ranged from 58 
to 72 hours per week. The Lancashire workers would assist any other class of 
workers who were going in for shorter hours, if the safety of their industry could at 
the same time be maintained, but he could not guarantee any constituency in 
Lancashire to support a measure of that character as a hard and fast line to be 
applied to their industry. 


Mr. H. Guiex (Jewish Tailors) supported the resolution. — 


Mr. J. Baker (Engine and Cranemen) suggested that next year Mr. Ashton 
should promote ar exemption clause as an addeudum to the Bill so that they could 
then all vote for it. It did not seem to him that there was much hope for an Eight 
Hours’ Bill so long as so large a section of workers as the cotton operatives could not 
lend their hearty support. He contended that the only way to meet the unemployed 
caused by the introduction of improved machinery was to reduce the hours of work. 


Mr. CHARLES OLDHAM (Hosiers) supported the resolution. 


Alderman Brn Turner (Weavers) spoke as a family mau with five daughters 
in support of the resolution on behalf of the women workers. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


TRADE UNIONISTS AND CO-OPERATORS. 
Mr, T. F. Ricwarps (Bost and Shoe Operatives) moved :— 


‘That it be an instruction to the delegates to the forthcoming Co-operative Congress 
to impress upon those present the necessity of adopting the eight-hour day, or 48 per week, 
and also the employment of Trade Unionists only in their respective societies.” 


He said that, considering that they had so many promixent co-operators there, they 
should ask them to practice what they preach. He looked upon the co-operative 
movement as being part aud parcel of the Trade Union movement of the country, and 
he thought that if they approached the co-operators in the spirit that they themselves 
were approached, they should always get a sympathetic hearing, and that they ought 
to have their support. In some of the co-operative boot factories they were ouly 
working 48 hours a week, but in the distributive stores there was room for great 
improvement. He had had occasion to interview the directors of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, and whilst they were prepared to express, and desirous of expressing, 
the pious opinion that all their employés should be Trade Unionists, they did not 
think that they could bring any pressure to bear upon their employés to force them 
into unions. 


Mr. C. Freak (Boot and Shoe Operatives) said that the biggest sweaters his own 
Society had to contend with were the co-operative societies iu the villages round 
Raunds, where the work was taken into dens worse than those of Whitechapel. 


Mr. J, Turner (Shop Assistants) said the co-operative societies in the South of 
England should take the example of their brethren ia the North, where the 48-hour 
week was in force; they should level down instead of going backward. He supported 
the resolution. 


Mr. H. Witttams (Bakers and Confectioners’ Union), supporting the resolution, 
hoped the co-operators would see their way clear to employ only unionists. 


Mr. F. J. Norris (Boot and Shoe Makers) spoke of the difficulty in his own trade 
to induce the co-uperative societies to employ union labour. 


Mr. W. S. Acton (Nelson Weavers) also supported the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. . 
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PHYSICAL DETERIORATION. 


Mr. Witt THorne (Gasworkers) moved :— 

“In view of the findings of the Departmental Committee on Physical Deterioration, 
this Congress declares in favour of the principle of State maintenance of children, and 
urges as a means of checking the evils revealed in the Committee's report ;— 

(1) That immediate provision be made for giving at least one frea meal per day 
to all school children. 

“(2) That free medical advice and inspection be placed within the reach of 
all children. 

(3) That efficient physical training shall become a necessary feature of 
school Jife. aemcct 

(4) That the administration of the reforms indicated in the foregoing clauses 
shall in no way be associated with charity or the administration of the Poor Law. 

(5) That the Board of Education provide a statistical department charged with 
the collation and periodic publication of statistics relating to the health and mortality 
of school children. PNET LES 

“ (6) That the Parliamentary Committee place these recommendations before all 

Municipal Councils in the United Kingdom. 

‘“(7) That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades 

Union Congress to incorporate these proposals in a Bill to be brought before Parliament 

during the forthcoming session. 

(8) That no Parliamentary candidate receive the endorsement of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee unless he is prepared to accept and promote the proposals con- 
tained in the foregoing paragraphs.”’ 


Mr. Thorne said that it was all very well to have children properly educated, but 
they ‘must first give them a good foundation, on which to build that education, by 
feeding them properly. He quoted eminent medical authority in support of his 
argument, and observed, incidentally, that a great number of convicts were better fod 
and better housed than numbers of the working classes. He desired to impress on 
municipalities the absolute necessity of having medical officers to attend schools and 
of having every child examined, both when first admitted and at pericdical intervals 
afterwards. 


Mr. J. O’Grapy (Furnishing Trades) seconded, and the motion was adopted. 


HOUSING OF THE PEOPLE. 


Mr. CG. F. Davis (London Society of Compositors) moved :— 
(1) That the Congress again urges the local Labour organisations to bring pressure 


to bear on their administrative bodies to build houses forthe people requiring them, and 
also suggests that in every constituency the organised workers should press upon both 
members of and candidates for Parliament the urgency of money aid from the Central 


Government for that purpose being given to the local authorities.”’ 

‘© (2) And this Congress, in view of the great growth of population in our large centres 
of industry, and the consequent pushing out of the homes of the workers from the centre 
to the outskirts, which necessitate cheap and rapid trensit to and from the various places 
of employment, instructs the Parliamentary Committee cf the Congress to take such 
steps as may be necessary to induce Parliament to give effect to any recommendations in 
the report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the Amendment of the 
Cheap.Trains Act as will lead to the provision of a cheaper and better service of workmen’s 
trains on the various railways.”’ 

Mr. Davis argued that bad housing was a great factor in the physical Geterioration of 
the people. He spoke strongly on the necessity of the burden of finding funds being 
placed upon the Imperial Exchequer. Local rates, in many places, were s0 heavy 
that the municipalities could not see their way to deal with the questions as they 
ought to do. 


Mr, H. Gostine (Watermen and Lightermen) seconded the resolution, and said he 
cordially echoed the sentiment expressed by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, who described 
overcrowding as a burning shame, and said that balf-an-hour’s hanging would be a 
good thing for the man who ventured to defend such a system. 

Mr. T. SHaw (Typographical Society), in supporting, spoke of the serious 
difficulty which was growing in large cities and towns of the construction and 
creation of slums worse than those that were being removed. He wished that the 
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resolution had dealt with this difficulty. However, he hoped the Parliamentary 
Committee would do what they could to prevent the modern slum being constructed. 
They would have to see to it that their efforts at reform were not counteracted by the 
land jobber and the speculative builder, and people who wanted to get as much as 
they could out of jerrybuilt houses. : 


Ths resolution was agreed to. 


j 


AMENDMENTS TO FACTORY ACTS. 


Mr. A. GEE (Weavers and Textile Workers) moved :— 


‘‘(a) That owing to the recent extension of the provisions of the Factory Act to 
Docks, and the issuing of the new dock regulations for the protection of life and limb, we 
urge upon his Majesty’s Home Department the necessity of the appointment of sufficient 
inspectors to meet the case, and that, as far as possible, practical men acquainted with the 
discharging, loading, building and repairing of ships should be enabled to qualify as 
inspectors. d 

‘‘This Congress further authorises the Parliamentary Committee to demand a 
Commission of Inquiry into industrial accidents and unhealthy conditions of employment. 

‘The terms of reference for such Commission to cover all accidents, unhealthy 
conditions of employment, method of inspection, places embraced by Factory Act, when 
visited, what places unvisited, and for what period. 

‘¢That the Particulars Clause of the Factory Act he so extended as to cover all 
pieceworkers, particularly in the case of discharging and loading of ships, so as to enable 
ship and dock workers to ascertain the amount of tonnage discharged by them, and which 
under the present system is denied them. 

‘‘(b) Further, that this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee to take 
steps towards securing an amendment of the Factory and Workshops Act, prohibiting 
any working in paper and textile mills, from Saturday noon to Monday morning, 6 a.m., 
except to do repairs. ) 

‘‘ Also towards ameliorating the conditions of the night workers employed in th 
woolcombing industry, as regards their working hours, so that a standard number of hours 
should constitute a week’s work; and that the engines (in that industry) shall stop 
during the interval for meals. 

‘¢ That this Congress also desires to place on record its strongest protest and condem- 
nation of the pernicious system of ‘time cribbing’ carried on in textile mills, and that 
in consequence of that and other numerous infringements of the Factory and Workshops 
Act, and in order to secure the enforcement of existing legislation, it calls upon the 
Government to appoint a more adequate and more practical staff of factory and workshop 
inspectors.’’ 


There was a practice in the textile mills and other trades, said Mr. Ges, of working 
men after dinner on Saturday until 12 o’clock at night, and then starting again on 
Monday morning. 


A DriErGcatze: We would stop it. 


Mr. Gree: A delegate from Lancashire said they would stop such a practice at 
once. He congratulated the cotton spinners on their ability to do so; he wished his 
own society had the same power. They believed the most effective way to stop it 
was to do the same with this evil as they had done with the 12 o’clock stop on 
Saturdays—bring the law to their aid. As to the system of ‘time cribbing,” even 
the Lancashire operatives were unable to cope with the evil. 


Mr. H. Orgpett (Dockers and General Workers) seconded the resolution, and 
called attention to the alarming prevalence of accidents among the dockers, most of 
which could be prevented. He had reported many outrageous infringements of the 
Factory Act with respect to shipping in the docks, but very little notice of their 
reports was taken by the inspectors, wo complained of being overworked. 


Miss M. B. Macartuur (Shop Assistants) said that if there was to be an increase 
of factory inspectors it should be in the female section. There were a million and a- 
half of women workers in the country, and only ten female inspectors to look after 
their interests, She did not wish to say that women inspectors were superior to 
those of the opposite sex, although she thought they were. Since she had been in 
Hanley, Miss Macarthur said she had heard that the owner of one of the pottery 
works had said, “I don't mind the men inspectors so much; it’s the pottering about 
of these damned women that I object to!”’ (Loud laughter.) That was the highest 
testimonial the women inspsctors could possibly have. 


Mr. W, Ross (Paper Mill Workers) supported the resolution, which was carried ; 
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WAGES! GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS, 
RESOLUTION 1, 


Mr. A. Harris (Labour League) moved :— 

“That this Trades Union Congress instructs the Parliamientary Committee to press 
home to the Government (either by a deputation to the Secretary of State for War os 
discussion in the House of Commons) the abolition of fellowship piecework in the manur 
facture or manipulation of explosives in the danger building, Royal Laboratory, Woolwich 
Arsenal, and to substitute in its stead a daywork system based on a weekly wage of 36s. 
minimum for a 48-hour week.” 


Mr. H. BE. Pyerivcy (Labour Protection League) seconded, and the resolution was 
carried. 


RESOLUTION 2. 


Mr. W. B. Cuzesman (Fawcett Association) formally proposed :— 

‘‘ For the purpose of giving definite expression to the Model Employer Resolution 
unanimously passed in the House of Commons, March 3rd, 1893, this Congress instructs 
its Parliamentary Committee to get a resolution moved in the House of Commons, 
either on the introduction of Estimates or by ballot, containing clauses demanding :— 


(a) That payment of not less than the day or piece rates of wages and conditions 
of employment as are mutually agreed upon between the recognised organisations 


of employers and employés doing similar work in the same district, with a minimum 
wage of 30s. per week for labourers in the London district. 


‘(b) Abolition of the present unfair system of classification of work that now 
preyails in the Main Factory, Royal Laboratory, Woolwich Arsenal, 

‘©(c) Abolition of classification of men and the granting of equal opportunities 
of every employé to reach the maximum rate of wages. 


‘‘(d) Full compliance by the Government with the Factory and Workshops 
Act.”’ 


Mr. H. E. Pyerinca (Woolwich Labour Protection) seconded, and said he 
thought the Conservatives had been more liberal than the Liberals in their 
treatment of Governmeut workers. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
RESOLUTION 3. 


Mr, D. C. Cummtnes (Boilermakers) moved :— 


“That the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to interview tha Admiralty with 
a view of getting them to agree to pay the various trades and grades employed in the 
building of Government vessels in his Majesty’s dockyards not less than the rate of wages 
than is mutually agreed upon between employers and employés doing similar work in the 
several shipbuilding centres in the United Kingdom ; failing to obtain their consen6, to 
then endeavour to get the question raised on the floor of the House of Commons.” 


“That the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to approach the Admiralty with 
the view to obtaining the departmental consent to recognise as mechanics all thoze 
workmen in his Majesty’s dockyards who are doing similar work to that undertaken by 
the various grades of mechanics in the private shipbuilding centres of the country.” 


He said that, although many promises had been made to remedy the evils 
referred to in the resolution, very little had been done. He though the conditions 
of employment were considerably worse than those existing in private yards. Even 
for their pensions, the employés in the Admiralty dockyards had 6d. deducted from, 
every 10s. of their wages, aud in the event of death before retirement all the money 
paid in was kept by the Department. He had discovered, after the most careful 
inquiry, that the maximum wages of the Admiralty employés was from 4s. to lls. 
lower than that of the men doing similar grades of work in private yards. 


Mr, W. G. Minuineton (Shipwrights) seconded, and said that the men in the 
Goverument yards were paid from 6d. to 63d. an hour, and those in private yards 
from 7d. to 84d. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
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FAIR WAGES RESOLUTION, 


Mr. J. V. Stevens (Tin and Iron Plate Workers) moved :— 


“That inasmuch as many complaints haye been made by various trade societies to 
the War Office, tae Admiralty, and the Post Office Departments in regard to the placing 


of contracts with firms whose conditions of working and rates of wages paid are altogether — 


contrary to the letter and spirit of the Fair Wages Resolution of the House of Commons 
“of February, 1891, without satisfactory results, the Parliamentary Committee are 


instructed to adopt means by which the several Departments may be approached, with the © 


view of inducing those Departments to adopt specific means to prevent unfair firms from 
evading the obvious intention of Parliament in this direction. 


‘* (a) That a firm shall be taken to be an unfair firm that employs any workmen 


below the recognised Trade Union rate. 


‘*(6) To obtain from Parliament a clearer definition or amendment of the Fair 
Wages Resolution respecting prices and wages, also to define what is a district 
within the meaning of such Resolution. 


‘‘(c) That this Congress calls upon the Government to enforce all penalties that 
may be incurred by contractors who fail to comply with the factory clause as 


inserted in Government contracts re the sub-letting and giving out of work to be done 
on the premises. 


‘‘(d) That in order to secure full advantage of the Fair Wages Resolution, the 
names of all firms accepting contracts from either of the Government Departments, 
together with the character of the work contracted for, should be published in one of 
the official papers directly tenders for such work are accepted, and authorised officials 
of workmen’s associations, on their making application, shall be supplied with 
particulars as to the firm or firms with whom such contracts have been placed. 
They shall also have facilities to view the patterns of any articles tendered for.” 


He explained the various clauses, and said that he should like to see the most stringent 
law pass to check the dodging of the fair wages clause on the part of contractors, who 


deliberately ignored its stipulations. Mr. Balfour could not see that their require- 
ments were simple, and easily complied with. 


Mr. J. Homes (Hosiers) seconded, and said there could be no dispute in Congress 


as to the object of the fair wages clause, which was to enforce equality of time in the — 
competition for Government contracts. It was held by the officials of the Government — 


that all firms were ‘‘ fair” so long as they paid the proper price for the Government 
work; it did not matter what they paid for the rest of their labour. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 


RESOLUTION RELATING TO MINES. 
Mr, A. Ontons (Miners’ Federation) moved :— . 


‘« (1) That the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to render all the assistance 


possible to the Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, who are determined to continue to’ 


press their Mines Bills before Parliament until they become law, viz.: The Mines Hight 
Hours Bill, which provides for the shortening of working hours below ground to not more 
than eight hours per day from bank to bank; tha Employment Bill, which proposes to 
shorten the hours of labour in mines to eight hours per day for boys and youths under 18 
years of age; the Mines Regulation Bill, which provides for increased safety to life and 
limb, and for an eight-hour working day for all colliery enginemen, : 


‘ (2) That we continue to urge upon the Government the necessity of putting a stop 
to the unrestricted employment of unskilled labour in the mines, and especially that of 
unskilled foreign workmen, who, through not understanding the English language and 


their ignorance of safety precautions in fiery mines, are a great source of danger to all 
employed underground. ) 


‘‘ (3) That the following ten clauses be kept before the Parliamentary Committee, and 
that they be urged to use every possible means to get them inserted in the Mines — 


Amendment Act :— 


__ ‘‘ (@ Hight hours working day, by legal enactment, for all colliery enginemen, — 
boilermen, and stokers, engaged above and below ground. To get a clause inserted 


either in the Miners’ Hight Hours Bill or the Mines Regulation Act, or any other 
source possible, 
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** (6) To enforce catches to be put under the cage while men are getting in or out, 
and that there be a banksman in attendance at all times when men are ascending or 
descending. 


*« (c) Indicate knockers or signalling apparatus. 
‘« (d)-Partition walls to be built between two sets of winding engines. 


“ (e) That colliery masters be prohibited from allowing colliery winders to do 
any work outside their engine house whils men are down in the mine. 


‘«(f) An adequate steam and foot brake to be attached to every winding engine 
where men are wound up or lowered down a shaft; also a speaking tube to be erected 
at all collieries for the purpose of communication between banksmen and enginemen. 


‘‘(g) That 16 be compulsory on all managers, where men are wound up or 
lowered down a mine, to affix safety detaching hooks, with not less than 6ft. 
between the hook and place of detachment when the cage is on the rests at the 
pit head. 


‘‘(h) That every effort be made to secure better and more efficient sanitary — 
arrangements for colliery engine houses. 


**(i) That periodical inspection of colliery winding engines, and machinery 
generally, be made by an inspector, to be appointed by his Majesty’s Government. 


*«(7) Also each and every engine house, either above or below grourd, where 
steam pipes are carried under the floor or through such house, shall be provided with 
two ways of ingress or egréss.”’ 

4, “That in the opinion of Congress, steps should be taken to secure either in the 
Mines Act Amendment Bill, or otherwise the following clauses :— 

‘¢(a) Hight hours working day by legal enactment for all colliery enginemen and 
boiler firemen. To get a clause inserted either in the Miners’ Hight Hours Bill, or 
the Mines Regulation Act, or any source possible. 

*‘ (6) To enforce catches to be put under the cage while men are getting in or out, 
and that there be a banksman in attendance at all times when men are ascending or 
descending. 

**(c) Indicate knocker or signalling apparatus. 

‘‘(d) Partition walls to be built between two sets of winding engines. 


‘‘(e) That colliery masters be prohibited from allowing colliery winders to do any 
work outside the engine house while men are down in the mine. 


‘“‘(f) An adequate steam and foot brake capable of holding any weight raised by 
the engine to be attached to every winding engine when men are wound up or lowered 
down a shaft; also a speaking tube to be erected at all collieries for the purpose of 
communication between banksmen and enginemen. 


“‘(9) That it bo compulsory on all managers where men are wound up or lowered 
down a mine to affix safety detaching hooks, with not less than 6ft. between the 
hook and the place of detachment when the cage is on the rests at the pit head. 


‘‘(h) That every effort be made to secure better and more efficient sanitary 
arrangements for colliery engine houses. 


(4) That periodical inspection of colliery winding engines and machinery 
generally be made by an inspector to be appointed by his Majesty’s Government. 


*«(j) Also each and every engine house, either above or below ground, where 
steam pipes are carried under the floor or through such house, shall be provided with 
two ways of ingress and egress. 

5. “That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee of tha Trades Union 
Congress to use every effort to obtain by legislative enactment that all winding enginemen 
shall not be allowed to work more than eight hours in 24, only in case of extreme 
urgency.” 

Mr. Onions said during the present year there had been three serious colliery aceidents 
in South Wales involving loss of life to the extent of nearly 200; and they could say 
for a certainty in one or two of those instances that had they had more stringeni 
legislative enactments they would have been prevented. He had no hesitation in 
saying this, especially in regard to the Wattstown disaster. He thought provision was 
made in this Mines Bill to ensure greater safety in regard to shot firing, and in other 
matters. It was only when explosions occurred involving large loss of life that the 
attention of the public was drawn to the dangerous occupation in which miners were 
engaged. But the loss of life caused by the Jarge disasters was comparatively small 


‘compared with the loss of life caused by many smaller accidents. Greater precautions 


should be taken, and more stringent law applied so as to ensure a reduction in the loss 
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of life amongst those engaged in the mines and healthier conditions under which to 
carry on work. He asked the Congress to assist in getting these Bills placed on the 
Statute Book. Asa large organisation they had been continually working for legisla- 
tion, and yet they had not been able to get either the Hight Hours’ Bill on the Statute 
Book or an Amended Mines Bill. 


Mr. G. B. Hoss (Miners) asked that included in the clauses should be one that 
two men should be employed in the winding engine-house. He mentioned a case of 
an engineman being seized with an epileptic stroke, which might have been attended 
with very serious results. 


Mr. Huarse (Engine, Boiler, and Electrical Men’s Protection Society) seconded, and 
said it was a moot point whether the presence of two men in the engine-room would 
tend to greater safety. Engine-rooms should be well ventilated and more sanitary. 
What was sometimes att-ibuted to apoplexy was often due to insufficient ventilation. 
Two or three men had died in the engine-house recently. 


Mr. S. Watsu (Miners’ Federation), supporting, ssid there was a constant and 
increasing supply of foreign workmen iu the mines, whose ignorance of the safety 
precautions led without doubt to many fatal accidents. 


Mr, G. Parker (Enginemen) said the inspector of the mines was in many cases 
never seen except when accidents had occurred. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 


OLD AGE PENSIONS. 


Mr. W. C. Steapman (Barge Builders) moved :— 

“This Congress strongly urges upon the Government the necessity of establishing a 
national system of old age pensions which shall be universal in its application to all 
citizens, men and women, on attaining the age of 60 years, the pension to be at the rate 
of at least 5s. per week, and the entire cost of such scheme to be contributed by means of 
Imperial taxation.” : 


He thought that practically everything that could be said in favour of old age pensions 
had been said at past Congresses. His notion in putting that motion on the paper 
was that if they kept it off it might be misunderstood by the various party politicians 
who would be fighting at the next General Election that they had lost all interest in 
the matter. He siucerely trusted that they had not lost sight of it. They had many 
important questions which, as representatives of the working classes, they had to 
fight at the next General Election, and the sooner that eléction came the better. And 
not the least of those questions was the provision for the aged workman and his wife 
by a system of old age pensions in preference to ths pauperising system now in 
existence. 


Mr. G. N. Barnes (Amalgamated Engineers), seconding, said that the trade 
societies had done 2 great deal, and they had reason to be proud of it, in that they 
liad rendered comfortable the declining years of many of their members. Bat the 
resolution dealt in a more comprehensive manner with the question than the socioties 
could. There were many people who could not be reached by the socisties. They 
eonld not reach the most necessitous in the community whose wages were not enough 
to enable them to pay into any organisation to make any provision whatever for their 
old age. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

POSTAL QUESTIONS, 
- Mr. B. Szwarps (Postal Clerks) moved :— 

“That this Congress expresses its emphatic protest at the action of the Postmaster- 
General in ‘ brushing aside’ the Report of the Bradford-Commiitec, and considers that his 
conduct still further justifies the demand of the Postal employés for a Select Committee 
of the House of Commons to.inquire into the whole of the conditions of employment in 
the post and telegraph service. 

“The Congress aleo observes with regret that the eight hours’ dsy is violated in 
practice by unfair manipulation and alteration of duties, and further protests against the 
continued refusal of the authorities to grant the full rights of combination to workers in 
the Post Office as being a menace to the civil rights of all State and municipal employes. 


‘Tt expresses the opinion that thase attacks on Postal servants are part of the general — 


warfare against Trade Unionism, and instructs the Parliamentary Committee to con- 
tinue to give every assistance to Postal servants in their endeavours to obtain justice.” 
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He said that postal employment was becoming wider and wider in scope, and, 
therefore, if the treatment recently meted out to State employés in the Post Office 
was to be treated as typical of State employment in the future, one of the problems 
for the Congress. would be how to counteract such a baneful influence among the 
workers. He reminded the Congress that the Postmaster-General was the onl y great 
officer of State who had refused during the past year to receive a deputation from 
the Parliamentary Committee, and he urged that instead of going round cap in hand 
begging the favour of an interview the time had come for them to go with caps on, if 
necessary, and demand it as a right. The postal workers were looking for greater 
help from the Congress. The attitude of the Postmaster-Geveral in refusing to adopt 
the findings of the Bradford Committee was eclipsed by the remarks he made about 
those who were working in a legitimate way to bring about a better condition of 
affairs for those in the Post Office. They had heard, in the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee’s report, that he had called them “ biackmailers and bloodsuckers.” (A Voice: 
“Shame on him.”) The speaker said that amongst the lower divisions of the Post 
Office employés he could gaarantee to say that the only bloodsucking they indulged 
In was connected with the penny blackpudding and the pork shop. 


Mr. . T. Ricwarpson (Postal Telegraph Clerks) seconded, and observed that, 
although the Post Office employés enjoyed the advantage of an eight-hour day, it was 
spread over 17 out of the 24. They wanted to see their homes sometimes, and under 
that arrangement their domestic comfort was reduced to a minimum, Some of the 
postal workers had not had a step up for over 15 years, although entitled to pro- 
pee That was a distinct grievance, and one they wanted Congress to help them 

Oo remedy. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT. 


Mr, Harry Gositine (Watermen and Lightermen) moved :— 


*¢This Congress is of opinion that any satisfactory amendment of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act must provide for the following :— 

‘* (1) The inclusion of all workmen, hereinafter defined, who receive personal 
injury by accident or otherwise arising out of or in the course of his employment. 

‘* (2) Payment of not Jess than 50 per cent., based upon the full weekly wages or 
earnings of persons in the same grade of employment in the same works, 

‘¢ (3) Payment to date from day of accident. 

** (4) Payment to a minor to be based upon the ultimate loss which such person, 
becoming an adult, sustains as a result of said injury. 

‘¢ (5) For the omission of Clause 1, sub. sec. 2 (c). 

** (6) Compensation to be payable to dependents, and dependents to mean 
relatives or guardians. 

““(7) That workmen, equally with employers, shall have power to apply for 
commutation by lump sum. 

‘© (8) That the weekly payment to a workman, who has met with a permanent 
injury, cannot be terminated except by commutation. Commutation to be not lesg 
than 75 per cent. of the actuarial value of the workmen’s weekly payments. 

*(9) And the onus be thrown upon the employer to prove that the particular 
workman fully understood at the time the terms of the settlement, and was 
cognisant of the rights which he possessed under the Act. 

(10) Where compensation has been paid to an injured person, the employer is 
to be compelled under a penalty to register an agreement in the County Court. 

*‘ (11) The provision of some system of compulscry insurance which will secure 
that employers shall hava paid the necessary funds to compensate for all accidents or 
injury, or for diseases arising out of or incidental to the nature of any employmens. 

** (12) In any review of an award of compensation no reduction shall take place 
unless the wages which the workman is earning, or when able to earn, exceeds the 
full wages which he formerly earned. 


“The expression ‘workman ”iacludes every parson who has entered into, or works, 
whether by way of mamual labour or otherwise, under a contract of service or apprentice- 
ship, with an employer in the United Kingdom, or in the employ of the State, or on board 
a British ship or foreign ship in British watsrs, whether the contract is expressed or 
implied, or is oral, or in writing. The expression ‘minor’ in this Act includes every 
person who has not attained the highest grade of the employment in which he may be 
employed at the time of the accident.” 
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Mr. Gostine explained that the new recommendations, in accordance with the 
wish expressed by Congress, provided for the deletion of the clause referring to 
wilful and serious misconduct altogether. The eleventh clause, supporting some 
system of compulsory insurance, was new. 


Mr. J. Witson, M.P. (Darham Miners), seconded, observing that the Committee, 
in the amended recommendations, had done their best to meet the wishes expressed 
by Congress, The aggravated misconduct clause would be omitted from any faturo 
Bill. 
Miss Macartuur (Shop Assistants) said she did not understand why the 
Committee should fight shy of the system of State insuraace when they considere |! 
that Germany already had it, and that France and Belgium were already considerins 
it. To advocate a system of compulsory insurance without State insurance was 
simply to bolster up the insurance companies, whose iniquities they were all ready to 
admit. She moved that a word should be inserted in the resolution making 
compulsory the provision of a system of State insurance. She said no doubt the 
resolution was a very comprehensive one; but she was of opinion that it ougnat to 
embody a proposal for State insurance. She proposed that the word “ State” should 
be added. This was seconded. 


Mr. A. Wruxts (Shipwrights), in supporting the resolution, gave an instance where 
an injured workman obtained a verdict in the Courts against his employer, who went 
into bankruptcy, and it was found that the Bankruptcy Act over-rode the Compenss.- 
tion Act, and the man only got a few shillings in the pound. 


Mr. D. Giumour (Miners’ Federation) said the object of the insurance companies 
was to make as much profit as they could, and with that object were dictating to 
employers the constitution of the personnel of their workshops. Under a system of 
State insurance this unjust influence would be removed. 


Mr. SuackieTon, M.P., said that if Miss Macarthur’s amendment were carried 
they might as well wipe the Compensation Act off the Statute Book. The Act of 
Parliament was based upon the personal liability of the employer, and what they 
were proposing to do now was to make it compulsory for that employer to cover his 


workmen in case of accident by some system of insurance. And under ro system of 
State insurance could they hope to have a universal premium, it would have to be 
graduated according to the trades in which the insured were employed. And the 
issue was that they had either to get compulsory insurance with the personal 
responsibility of the employer or accept the system of State payment entirely in case 
of accident. If they accepted the principle of State payment in case of accident, 
they were then losing one of the most powerful instruments for the prevention of 
accidents. And they wanted to prevent accidenis. They did not care twopence 
about compensation. He asked them now to be satisied with the principie of 
compulsory insurance and discuss the principle of State insurance as a separate issue 
on another occasion. 


Mr. G. N. Barnes (Amalgamated Engineers) submitted with ali respect that 
Mr. Shackleton on this occasion had mixed and obscured the issus. He saw no 
objection to the inclusion of some system of compulsory insurance in the present 
Act. As he understood it, that was all Miss Macarthur wanted, and he had great 
pleasure in supporting her proposal. 

Mr. A. Sumner (London Farriers) raised the question of the time limit in which 
accidents could be notified to the employer. In the Bill recently introduced into the 
Lords, and thrown out by the Commons, if was proposed to reduce the time limit to 
six days. They frequently lost cases now through accidents not being notified in 
time, If the time were reduced the valus of the Act would be reduced to a minimum. 


Mr. Joun Warp (Navvies) suggested, on a point of order, that the amendment 
introduced a new principle. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that it did uot alter the principle of insurance, but merely 
extended it to the State. 

Mr. R. Surtuiz (Miners’ Feteration) was of opinion that ‘State insurance would 
do more to prevent accidents than anything else. They were seldom without 16 or 
18 compensation cases in the Courts in Scotland on behalf of their members. After 
all, prevention of accidents was more important than the recovery of compensation ; 
and he thought that if the priaciple of State insurance were put into operation the 
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Government would do their best to see that everything was done to ensure the 
carrying out of every safety regulation. 


Mr. C. Duncan (Amalgamated Engineers) hoped Congress would admit the principle 
of State insurance. At present the Insurance companies were buying off claims in a 
most ignominious manner. 


Mr. R. U. Sruspss (Weaver Watermen’s Association) wanted the inclusion of 
the whole of the workers under the Act, and then they might with advantage bring in 
the principle of State insurance. 


On a show of hands, the amendment to include the word ‘ State’? was declared 
to be carried. A vote by card was demanded, and resulted as follows :— 


PETG BTM GHUUION Us scce ccc cscabetes sboaeceuats ths ons cavycs 701,000 
PE OAATIGL © scetMcec ves drtsepeaucsvovve citing stslgaacesavewacsssouces 288,000 
BEGIOVIL VERON, Ges wun vetens chavs heahs cous 413,000 


The resolution as printed, with the inclusion of the word “State,” was then put 
and carried. 


HEMSWORTH MINERS’ COLLECTION, 


The CuarrMaN advised that the sum about to be collected from the delegates on 
behalf of the Hemsworth miners should be handed over to the representatives of the 
Yorkshire miners, and through them forwarded to the afflicted women and children. 


CHINESE LABOUR. 
Mr. Jonn Warp (Navvies’ Union) moved :— 


‘‘ That this Congress views with alarm the rapid exclusion of white workmen from the 
Rand mines by the importation of Chinese slave labour, and considers that the callous 
attempt of the mineowners, supported by the Balfour Government, to prevent South 
Africa from becoming a white man’s country is a disgraceful episode in Imperialist 
exploitation and a blot upon the previous record of the country.”’ 


He said the question had become very serious for South Africa. One thing the Con- 
gress had done to its honour, though there was some difficulty at the time in 
persuading the delegates to take the step, was to declare officially by an overwhelming 
majority that the war was unjust from beginning to end. Having done that it wiped 
their hands of any responsibility for what had followed the war. The nation bad 
spent 250 millions, which was producing to a great extent the slackness of trade from 
which industries were now suffering; we had lost 20,000 of ‘‘ our boys” on the veldt ; 
and we had 60,000 or 70,000 disabled fellow workers at home. All the result 
that had accrued to the nation from the immense expenditure in life and treasure 
and logs of prestige was this miserable chattél slavery which had been re-introduced 
within the Empire. As gome of the parties at one time strong in their denunciation 
of the proposal were beginning to waver as to taking absolute opposition to the 
Ordinance, it was the duty of Congress to keep them up to the mark. They wanted 
the Ordinance absolutely revoked and the slaves returned to China at the expense of 
the mineowners. 


Mr. J. ANDERSON (Stevedores) seconded the resolution, and thought those who 
originally condemned the war in South Africa were fuily jastified. From day to day 
the capitalists were stating that everything was done for the comfort of the Chinese 
workers, and that the interests of the white labourers were fully safeguarded. The 
facts that had been published io the Press flatly contradicted these statements. He 
quoted from au original letter from an Kuglish miner in South Africa “in which he 
said that, whereas it was to be a miners’ war, he had only recently earned £5 in a 
month ; previously under the ‘‘ despstic regime’ of Kruger he earned 253. to 30s. 
a day. 


Mr. A. T. Goutp (Brassworkers) supported the resolution, and observed that the 
English workers were invited to stay at home while the fruits of the war were being 
enjoyed by alien races. Meetings were all very well, but nothing could be satisfactory 
that fell short of the complete repeal of “ this damnable Ordinance.’ 


The resolution was carried unanimcusly. 


Con: ress adjourned for luncheon. 
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AFTERNOON SITTING. 


AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


Mr. J. Wapswortu (Miners’ Federation), one of the Auditors, introduced the 
accounts ef Congress for the past twelve months. ‘The balance sheet showed an. 
income of £4,909 19s. 5d. and a balance in hand of £1,787 10s. 6d. The Auditor 
observed that the balance was over £300 léss~than “it~ was last year, but if the 
expenditure account were referred to it would be seen that the Amalgamated Society 
of Railway Servants had received £150 on account of the Taff Vale appeal; thal the 
printing of reports on the Trades Dispute Bill had involved an extra expenditure of 
£120; that the total cost of meetings in regard to the Trades Dispute Bill had cost 
£245 1s. 9d.; that reporting the proceedings of the Committee on Law had cost £30, 
therefore if the extra, expenditure were considered the balance would have been 
better but for this than it was last year. He and Mr. Galbraith (his co-auditor) 
were perfectly satisfied with the way the accounts had been kept. 


Mr. Witt THorne (Gasworkers) observed that it should also be remembered that 
the accounts were closed in July this year instead of being open right up to the 
Congress, a8 had been the case with last year’s accounts. 


Mr. W. B. Cuzrsman (Fawcett Association) was informed by the PresipEnt that it 
was wrong to infer that the £85 held by the Parliamentary Committee in respect to 
the Lyons v. Wilkins case ought to be paid out in connection with that affair. The 
matter waa fully dealt with in the balance sheet of Congress for 1903. 


The accounts were passed on the motion of Mr. S. W. RowartH (Enginemen and 
Firemen’s Union), seconded by Mr. J. Honus (Hosiers). 


THE NEXT PLACH OF MEETING. 


There were two nominations for the next place of meeting for Congress—Liver- 
pool and Hull. The voting by card resulted as follows :— 


Liverpool ........ FCT sas taaes cave sna geps tees ct ere « 998,000 
ELUM Ge assavesvecosestossnancne o> uae; in awe be eneniae ss Goa oae 320,000 


Majority for Liverpool .....seerrs 673,000 


INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION AND PEACE, 


The appointment of Mr. W. A. Appleton by his union as a delegate from the 
International Arbitration and Peace Association to the Peace Congress at Lucerne 
was announced, and it was agreed to issue a credential to him in order that there 
might be no doubt as to his authority to speak on behalf of the Trade Unionists of 
Great Britain. 

TRADES UNIONS AND TRADES DISPUTE BILL. 


My. Bex Coorer (Cigar Makers) moved :— 


“That this Congress strongly condemns the action of the Solicitor-General, on behalf 
of the Government, in supporting amendments to the Tyades Unions and Trades Dispute ~ 
Bill in the Grand Committee on Law, to which if was committed, which defeated those 
clauses intended to restore Trade Unions to the legal position it was thought for 30 years 
they occupied, and which in principle had been carried by a large majority in the House 
of Commons; and hereby reaffirms the opinions expressed by previous Congresses that no 
Pill will be acceptable to Trade Unionists which does not protect Trade Union funds 
from being liable for civil damages, make peaceful picketing legal, and amend the laws of: 
conspiracy; and instructs the Trade Union Parliamentary Committee to again introduce 
the Bill in the next Session of Parliament and use every legitimate effort to secure its 
passage through the House of Commons and becoming the law of the country.” 


Mr. Cooper urged that they should place on record their continued determination 
not to submit to a legal decision which they considered to be an unconstitutional one. 
There was not the slightest doubt in his mind that the judges, by subile legal reasoning, 
had placed a construction upon that Act of Parliament which Parliament never 
intended should be placed upon it. That interpretation had curtailed the liberty of 
collective organisations, and judges and magistrates had vied with each other in 


a aaa RE ee — 


i 
































TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 161 


cial obligations of Trade Unions in every conceivable way. Mr. 
he decision which made legal picketing illegal. He had a large 
amount of reverence for the administrators of oar laws. He believed in the probity 
of our judges, but when he reviewed some decisions against Trade Unions he could 
come to no other conslusion than that they had been swayed by their surroundings, 
and that the judgments had been given in the interests of property rather than in the 
interests of justice. Mr. Cooper remarked that Mr. Galloway, an employer, W&3 
supported in his efforts to cripple the Bill in Committee by the Solicitor-General, 
whose action was evidently ecdorsed by the Government. He urged that the workers 
should send to Parliament men who would make just laws concerning Trade Unions. 


Mr. J. N. Bett (Amalgamated Labour) seconded the resolution, and said there 
was a danger that it might become one of the hardy annua's of Congress. If that 
result were not brought about, it would not be the fault of the lawyers who were 
throwing all manner of obstacles ia the way. If they wanted their Bill carried, the 
Trade Unionists of the country must make a better use of their power at the next 
election. They had nothing to gain from compromise with their opponents: their 
best plan was to let them know that the workers appreciated their strength and wanted 


no favours. 

Mr. D. J. SHackxteTon, M.P., said he did not rise to speak to the resolution, but 
to carry out a promise made to Mr. Redmond on behalf of the Irish party. They 
were ail very grateful to the Irish party for the support they had given. On one 
occasion 50 of the Irish members crossed the Channel specially to be in time to 
support the Bill. While they were considering the matter further last Session, 
Mr. Redmond, on behalf of his party, came forward with the suggestion that the 
provisions of the Bill should be extended so as to include the agrarian question in 
Ireland. The Pariiamentary Committee considered the matter very carefully, and 
felt, seeing the Bill had been printed and they had no instructions from Congress they 
could not make any change of the character suggested, but they agreed to brig tbe 
matter before Congress. The Parliamentary Committee now suggested that Congress 
should allow the motion before them to pass, and to give full power to the Par- 
liamentary Committee to do their best with Mr. Redmond and his party in the matter. 
Congress could be certain the Parliamentary Committee would do nothing to 
jeopardise the success of the Bill in the interests of Trade Unionists, but if in 
assisting themselves they could assist the Irish also, they would have no objection. 
ney must certainly be careful not to prejudice their own Bill. He hoped Congress 
would leave it with the new Parliamentary Committee to act as they thought best 
when they knew the actual wording of the Bill. 

This suggestion was agreed to, and the resolution was passed unanimously. 


extending the finan 
Cooper referred to t 


THE WARD, LOCK, AND COMPANY PICKETING CASE. 


Mr. E. Suirx (Printers’ Assistants), by permission of Congress, made a statement 
with respect to a legal decision arising out of the picketing of the premises of Messrs. 
Ward, Lock, and Company. The pickets were not put on +o do actual picketing, for the 
society had another strike on hand at the same time, but merely to maintain the right 
of Trade Unions to picket. The company posted the injunction which they had 
obtained against picketing outside their premises. The society immediately brought 
this fact before the court, and Mr. Justice Phillimore at once reversed his decision, 
and granted an injunction against the company restraining them from posting up 
their own injunction. In June this year the matter came before Mr. Justice Darling 
in the High Court, and after an eight days’ hearing the judge gave his interpretation 
of the law as he believed it to be. His decision was that although watching and 
besetting for the purpose of or communicating information was in itself legal, but if 
the operatives were warned, it was a nuisance, and became actionable at common law. 
He (Mr. Smith) maintained that the decision precluded Trade Unions from picketiag 
or from doing anything whatever in that way. The case had cost the society £3,000 
to fight, and had left them with only £14 or £15 in the bank. They did not mind 
that, but it was the duty now of the Congress, as representing the Trade Unions of 
the country, to come to their assistance, or, better still, to give their Parliamentary 
Committee instructions that, if they found the facts to be as he had stated them, to 
take such steps as they might consider necessary. They had an opportunity now to 
appeal against the decision. They did not want funds to recoup them for what the 
fight had cost, but they did want them to fight the matter to the bitter end, and if 
they failed eu appeal to take the matter to the House of Lords. A statement had 
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been made in the Press that the men on strike had damaged the machinery of their 
employers. ‘There was not one instance where the men damaged the machinery 
under any circumstances. 

4 Mr. J. HouMEs (Hosiers) : I want to ask, Mr. Chairman, whether it is only 
the question of picketing that Mr. Smith’s society is appealing against ? If the 
allegations in the Press are false, how comes it that Mr. Smith has sent me a letter 
containing those allegations? I want lso whether it was stated distinctly 
that on two occasions a wooden screw Was found in & machine, and on another 
occasion a piece of lead? It is stated that Mr. Smith said to the manager, “ We shall 
do all we can to prevent you workivg the machines.” I think Mr. Smith should clear 
these points up if there is to be an appeal to the tvades on his society’s behalf. 


Mr. Surra: Ii is new to me that a workman should act as advocate for the 
employers. 
The PRESIDENT : You must withdraw that remark. 


Mr, Suita: Very well, I withdraw it, but I deny that any wilful damage was 
done to the machinery. The appeal against the judgment ig made on three points : 
that the damages were excessive, that the decision is wrong in law, and that there 
was misdirection by the judge. 

Mr. D. J. SHACKLETON, M.P.: Is there any appeal to be made on the question of 
breaking machinery 2 Do you appeal on one point, or on the whole five ? 


Mr. Surra: Oa the whole of ths points. 


Mr. C. W. BowBRMAN (London Compositors), president of the Printing Trades 
Federation, said the closest inquiry bad been made, and it appeared that nothing in 
the way of malicious damage occurred during the dispute. It was by no means 
nuusual for slight damage to be caused to running machinery in the everyday course 
of business, which under normal conditions were simply treated as accidental ; but 
if arising during the tims of a dispute they were denounced 35 having been caused 
maliciously: Having referred to the question of picketing, he appealed for support 
for the energetic and active union which had been mulcted in damages to the extent 
of £650. Altogether he believed that damages and costs against the union ran up 
to between £2,500 and £38,000. It almost emptied the whole of their treasury. By 
recommending their unions to respond to this appeal delegates would not only be 
supporting a vigorous but small union, but would be supporting the interests of Trade 
Unionism generally. 

Mr. Joun WARD (Navvies) aid if the point of picketing w°re the cnly one every 
delegate would be in sympathy. But he understood there were some four oF five 
questions put to the jury. 

Mr. D. GiLmouR (Miners’ Federation): I beg to move that this matter be referred 
to the Parliamentary Committee to consider, and to send out an appeal to the trades 


if they think it desirable. 


This was agreed to. 
COMPULSORY WEIGHING. 


Mr. J. I. MacrHERSON (Steel Smelters) moved :— 

«In consequence of the fact that, although the wages of a majority of the workmen 
employed in the iron and steel industries are i r ton of metal produced, 
and the fact that many firms do i c ut merely guess such 


weight ; further, as in almost every i ial j hed, the workmen 
ave denied the right of either checking ini + is correct OF 
their product of metal all ac ted for, and as many of and vessels used for 


casting purposes bear an i d weight capacity, the Parliamentary 
Gommittee are hereby instructed to prepare and present to the ensuing session 0 
Parliament Bill having for its objects :— : 
« (1) The compulsory weighing of all material produced by workmen whose wages 
are paid for per ton of metal produced by them ; 
« (2) The posting daily of the particulars of the material produced by eaoh 
workman—posted in a place easy of access to all those interested ; 
« (9) The granting of facilities to a workman elected by his fellow workmen to 
check the weights of the work done by them ; and 
« (4) That it be an offence, with pecuniary penalty, for any firm to use either 
moulds or vessels which bear a false or incorrect stamped capacity.” 
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He said the resolution simply sought for the steel workers the right which had been 
granted to the miners of Great Britain and the factory operatives. The steel workers 
had no system of checking their productions, and in some cases they were deliberately 
deprived out of the weight they had produced. He knew shops where men had said 
if they were offered a 20 per cent. advance in wages or their true weight they would 
choose the latter. He asked the Parliamentary Committee to take up the matter in 
earnest, and get someone to take up the subject in the House of Commons. 

“Mr. J. Gavan (Steel and Iron Workers) seconded. In the limited liability 
companies, he said, there was a general scramble for dividends, which had to come 
from somewhere, and thoy came in many cases from the steel workers’ wages instead 
of the legitimate profits. 

Mr. Ivor Gwynne (Tin and Shee Millmen) supported the resolution, and alluded 
to instances in which in the tinplate trade the workmen had been deprived of as much 
as 10s. and 12s. 

Mr. J. Fuynn (Blastfurnacemen) said the coalminer was allowed to check the 
weighing of his produce, but neither the worker in metalliferous mines nor the 
steel workers had the right to appoint check weighers. 


The resolution was egreed to. 


THE HEMSWORTH COLLECTION. 


The PRESIDENT announced that this collection had realised £10 7s. 6d., but as 
collectors were net present at all the doors, a further collection would be made 
during the afternoon. 

LADY DILKE MEMORIAL. 


The PRESIDENT announced that since the balance sheet had been published the 
Parliamentary Committee had decided to make & grant of £25 to the Lady Dilke 
Memorial Fund. It was anticipated that Congress would give & complete ratification 
of their action with respect to the memory of a lady who had done so much for the 
cause of Labour. 

Mr. T. Asuron (Spinners) suggested that £25 was an insignificant amount, and 
that it should be doubled. He moved that the sum be increased to £50. 


Mr. J. Fuynn seconded, and 
It was agreed to. 
STEAM ENGINE, BOILERS AND RAT!\,AY BILL. 


Mr. H. Panrirt (Enginemen and Firemen) moved :— 


«That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee to draw up and 
endeavour to get passed into law a Bill embodying the following provisions :— 

‘That any person, or persons, having charge of steam engines, boilers, or motors 
shall pass a practical examination as to their fitness for such responsibilities, and on 
passing such an examination shall be granted certificates by the Board of Trade of 
practical competency ; and that no person, or persons, shall be allowed to take 
charge of any steam engine, boiler, or motor who does not hold such a certificate. 
And, further, that the Parliamentary Gommittee shall call representatives of the 
trades affected by such a Bill to give evidence of necessary detail to be covered by 
such a proposal.” 

He said very few people were aware that they might travel hundreds of miles behind 
an engine in charge of a man who held no certificate of efficiency. They wanted a 
system of examination for the admission of these men, in their own interests and for 
the protection of the public. 

Mr. F. Parker (Card and Blowing Room Operatives) seconded the resolution, and 
ii was carried. 

SECOND RESOLUTION. 
Mr, W, B. Cuartron (Enginemen’s Protestion) moved :— 
“That it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Committee to press forward @& 

Steam Engine and Boiler (Persons In Charge) Bill, to provide certificates of competency 

for persons taking charge of colliery engines and boilers, whether steam, motor, or other 

power” 
as an answer to the Home Secretary, who had said he still wanted convincing that 
certificates were necessary for men In charge of other than marine engines or boilers. 
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Mr. W. Hopxrns (Enginemen and Stokers) seconded. | 

Mr. S. W. Rowarrs (Enginemen and Firemen’s Union), supporting the resolution, 


said there was not a class of men who had such restrictiong put upon their age as 
enginemen. 





THIRD RESOLUTION. 
Mr. W. H. Hacxerr (Railway Servants) moved :— 


‘* That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee to assist the introduction 
of a Bill making it legal for the representative of any Trade Union interested to attend 
all inquests or inquiries with respect to accidents, with power to take part and question 
Witnesses.’’ 


He was convinced that there was no question of more vital importance than this to 
the railway servants of Wales. 


Mr. Tom E. Winu1ams (Engine and Czane Drivers’ Attendants) seconded, and gave 
a striking instance of a coroner's arbitrary refusal to permit a Trada Union official to 
attend an inquest. 


Mr. R. Sinz (Miners’ Federation), who supported the proposal, observed that it 
would not be necessary to make it applicable to Szotland, which alread 
very efficient courts, They were able to i 


i was publicity of any carelessness on their part. Through these 
courts they were able to bring home to employers cases of negligence, 


Mr. H. Parritrr (Enginemen and Firemen) thought that if the railway 
companies were entitled to be present at Board of Trade inquiries the officials of the 
unions concerned shared that right, 


The resolution was passed. 


THE MANNING OF ELECTRICAL TRAINS, 
Mr. H. Parrirr (Enginemen and Firemen) moved :— 


“That this Congress is of the opinion that steps should be immediately taken to 

ilway companies to always have two men in charge in the motor-house or on 

the footplate of all locomotive enoines working railway trains, as it is absolutely necessary 
to the public safety and the railway servants.” 


As a practical engineman, he could assure the delegates it wag absolutely unsafe to 
ride in an electrical train with only one man in the motor-house, 


Mr. J. Baxer (Enginemen and Boilermen) seconded. 
The resolution was passed. 
The Congress then adjourned. 


EE 


SIXTH DAY. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th. 


The Presipent took the chair at 9-30; and, on the motion of Mr. Win. THORNE 
(Gasworkers), the minutes were passed as correct without being read, in erder 
to permit of some of the delegates leaving for home by an early train. 


EXTENSION OF TRUCK ACTS, 
Mr. W. E. Moraan (Miners’ Federation) moved :— 


‘‘ This Congress heartily supports the National Amalgamated Union of Shop Assistants, 
Warehousemen, and Olerks in its efforts to abolish the < living-in’ system, whereby shop 
workers are paid partly in truck instead of current coin of the realm, and hereby instructs 
the Parliamentary Committee to promote a Bill to extend the Truck Acts, 1831-1896, to all 
workers in the distributive trade.°? 


. Mr. H. Orpzxn (Dock Workers) seconded. 
The motion wag agreed to. 











through 
of result, 


PARLIAMENTARY COMM107' BH, 
ELECTED, 


J. SEXTON (National Dock Laboure 
W. J. DAVIS (Amalgamated Brassw 
C. W. BOWERMAN (London Compositors) 


NOT ELECTE D. 


F’. H. Rose (Amalgamated Engineers) 
F, Chandler (Amalgamate 
J. Hayhurst, (Federation of Bleachers, 

. E. Burns (Operative Plumbers) 2. 
Ben Tillett (Dock, Wharf, Riverside, and General Workers) ., 
Miss M. G. Bondfield (Shop Assistants) .....,. WN Sho bun ee Os ve py 
S. March (London Carmen) CoC ee esee ees 


G. T. Jackson (Tramway and Vehicle Workers). ; : : 
S. Fisher (Cardiff, Penarth, and Barry Coal Trimmers) 
J. Green (Yorkshire Steam Enginemén’s Protection) , 


SECRETARY, 
W. C. STEADMAN (Barge Builders) 770,000 
A. Stanley (Miners? Federation) 752,000 


AMERICAN DELEGATION, 
TWO REQUIRED, 


W. MOSSES (United Patternmakers) 
D. GILMOUR (Miners’ Federation) 
J. N. Bell (Union of Labour) 
John Wilson (Durham Miners) of Bt des ERS ESCM i el 
A. Gee (Weavers and Textile Workers, O RePase 
J. Ward (Navvies and General Labour 
ip (Midland Counties 
igar Makers) Mie see wse%s 


CO-OPERATIVE DELEGATION, 
TWO REQUIRED, 


G. N. BARNES (Amalgamated Engineers) ,, ayer 1,842,000 
I. F, RICHARDS (Boot and Shoe Operatives) , 935,000 
J. Taylor (Midland Counties Trades Federation) , é 199,000 


MFETING PLACE FoR 1906 CONGRESs, 


LIVERPOOL 
820,000 


MR. ROSK’s POSITION CHALLENGED, 
INTERESTING DEBATE, 


The Prusipenr: 1 want to point out that Mr, Steadman’s seat on the 
Parliamentary Committee becomes vacant through his succession to the post of 
Secretary, and the place is taken by Mr. Frank Rose in the ordinary way. 
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Mr. F, KENNEDY (Builders’ Labourers): Can you tell me whether that gentleman 
is qualified to sit, according to Standing Orders ? 


The PRESIDENT: We know of nothing to the contrary. 
- Mr. F. Keynepy: The impression seems to be general that Mr. Rose is neither 


following his trade nor paid official of his union, as he should be according to the 
provisions of Standing Orders. 


Mr. G. FERGUSON (Amalgamated Engineers): It is a question for the Amalga- 
mated Society of Engineers to settle whether he is @ paid official or not. 


The PrusIpENT read the Standing Order governing the qualification of delegates 
(No. 8), and said: Mr. Rose has sat here as a delegate all the week, but no one has 
raised the slightest objection to his presence, therefore, having sat here all the week, 
and performed his duty as a delegate, I must say ‘t ig too late to raise the question of 
qualification. Mr. Rose was qualified, go far as we know, from the fact that his own 
society had sent him to Congress with the credentials issued by the Parliamentary 
Committee. 


A Dewecate: But if subsequent examination proves that a delegate is not 
qualified, we oughi to have power to say he shall not take pari in the proceedings of 
Congress. I hope this will be investigated. I should like to move that if Mr. Rose 
is nos qualified as & delegate, the next highest on the list should be taken to fill the 
Parliamentary Committes vacancy: 


Mr. W. THORNE (Gasworkers), on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, said 
that the information obtained from the Amalgamated Engineers was that Mr. Rose 
was a permanent paid official ; that being so, they could do nothing further in the 
matter. 


Mr. W. HE. HARVEY (Miners’ Federation) : I believe that every representative in 
this Congress wants to do right. Justice should be done to sll men and to all 
institutions; but I think there 18 4 diversity in this Congress sufficient to justily 
inquiry. If it ig found that Mr. Rose is qualified, he must sit on the Committee ; if ik 
ig found that he is not qualified, there ig no power in Standing Orders, in the 
discretion of the Parliamentary Coramittee, or in anything else to allow him to sit. 
He must comply with Standing Orders. I move that there be an inquiry, and that 
wa have it certified that Mx. Rose is paid, snd what he 1s paid, as a permanent 
official, before he is allowed to sit. 

Mr. A. TAYLOR (Amalgamated Engineers) : This discussion as t0 Mr. Rose’s 
qualification comes with very bad grace, after the votes have been counted, and he has 
been allowed to sit for a week. The Enginsers, T take it, are the proper authority to 
decide who are their paid officials and who are not. Permit me to say that the same 
rules exactly govern oar election to this Congress to every office in the Amalgamated 
Society of Hugineers, also govern the election of the other delegates to Congress. I 
have some knowledge of how these Standing Orders were formed, and 1 believe Mr. 
Rose’s position to-day is not what was contemplated. He has besn accepted by our 
society as one of its paid officials £0 long as he is & Parliamentary candidate, and is 
regarded as a paid official pare and simple. It will bea bad day when this Congress 
begins to dictate to a society as to who shall be regarded as its paid officials. 


Mr. D. J. SHACKLETON, M.P.: Our friend here says it_is for the Engineers them- 
selves to decide who are their paid officials. Lagree. But we are n0W settling who 
axe our officials, which is a@ very different thicg. Mr. George Barnes asked me last 
night to state from him the exact position of Nr. Roge in the event of the matter 
cropping Up. He was asked, “Is he a permanent official?” and Mr. Barnes answered ; 
“Yes, Mr. Frank Rose is a Parliamentary candidate, and so long as his candidature 
lasts he can go into his constituency when he likes and how he likes and charge his 
expenses to Us.” I then asked Mr. Barnes this question: ‘“ Suppose an election takes 
place during this year, and Mr. Frauk Rose ga defeated, what thea 9» The auswer 
was ‘He immediately ceases to be our paid official unless we re-elect him as & Parlia- 
mentary candidate.” ‘hat is the Engineers’ official statement. 


My. J. B. WILLIAMS (Masicians) : The assumption of innocence aud ignorance 
on the pari of soms of the delegates in regard to the position of Mr. Rose is trul 

remarkable. Ever since last Monday morning the matter bas been freely discussed, 
snd 1 am thinking that, if he had not been successful at the election for the 
Parliamentary Committee, we should have heard nothing about it at this meeting. 
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eee people who are making these charges are interested in pushing him off, (Cries of 
issent.) 


The Presipent: We have to decide the question of qualification apart 


; from 
everything else. 


Myr. J. Hotmes (Hosiers) seconded the resolution for an inquiry, 
Mr. H. Skinner (Typographical Association): Mr. Shack 


fairly clear, but I should like to know whether Mr. Rose igs 
the Engineers. | 


I:ton’s statement was 
reveiving any salary from 


Mr. D. J. SHacktzton: No, only hig expenses. 
A Dertxcats: I move we gettle the question of Mr. Roge'g qualification now, 


The Prusipentr: It is impossible; the case must be fully stated before it can be 
fairly adjudged. 

‘The resolution to have the matter inquired into by the Parliamentary Committee 
was then carried by a large majority. 


THE CLASSIFICATION OF RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. S. Wats (Miners’ Federation): Before this Congress separates I should 
like to ask the Parliamenta 'y Committee for the ensuing year whether they will be 
able to classify the resolutions, so that those which have been passed many years in 
succession may be codified, and so save a lot of time and trouble. 


The Prusipenr: We cannot entertain that question: it must come up in the 
ordinary way by resolution upon the agenda paper. 


MR. STEADMAN RETURNS THANKS, 


Mr. W. OC. Srzapman then returned thanks to Congress for the honour bestowed 
upon him in appointing him itg Secretary. He said: I am deeply sonsible of tha 
responsibilities that accompany the office. My relations with the Miners’ Federation 

have always been of the most cordial character, and will, I trust, remain go. 
I do not see Mr. Stanley present this morniny, but I can Bay in his absence 
that no delegate in this Congress entertains a higher respect for him than I 
do. I accept the office right off on its permanent character. I am going to 
give my whole time to the work; and I take this opportunity of saying that ag 
your Secretary there ig only one thing I shall work for—the advancement of the Trade 
Union movement of this country. I shall look to your Parliamentary Committee as 
my employers, and do my best to carry out their wishes, Mr. Shackleton stated 
during the week that tHe Secretary of this Committeo should be a Member of 
Parliament. Iam noi a member of Parliament, but I have been one; and there are 
delegates present at this Congress ia a position to say whether, during my career in 
Parliament, I maintained my character on behalf of Labour. As an x-Member of 
Parliament, I have free entry into the inner lobby ; and shall be able to approach even 
Cabinet Ministers on behalf of this vast movement. I am ovly a humble workman, 
but T believe, as I hava stated on more than one occasion, there should be as much 
dignity attaching to our movement as in other classes of the nation, In conclusion, I 
deeply regret the occasion that hag caused the vacancy in the secretaryship of this 
Congress, In Mr. Woods wa had a man and a gentleman. I worked for two years 
and eight months with him in the House of Commons; and, in following in hig 
footsteps, I hope to act as & man and a gentleman, too, 


VOTE OF THANKS To TRADES COUNCIL AND RECEPTION COMMITTER, 


A vote of thanks was cordially passed to the Trades Council of Hauley and itg 
Reception Committee for their kindness and attention to delegates during the veek, 


Mr. H. Emury, the Chairman of the Reception Committee, acknowledged the 
Beat Soi 8 
vote, and hoped Congress would repeat their visit before many years have passed. 


DUKE AND DUCHESS oF SUTHERLAND THANKED, 


On the motion of Mr. Jonny Wanp (Navvies), a hearty vote of thanks was 
ecorded to the Duke and Dachess of Sutherland for their hospitality to the del+ gates 


B 
during the week. 
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OTHER VOTES OF THANKS. 


of the Theatre Royal and Theatre of Varieties and the Young 


The managers 
f thanks for their open-handed 


Men’s Christian Association were also accorded a vote © 
reception of the delegates. 
Mr. OC. W. Bowerman (London Compos 


and drew particular attention to the very able reports of the proceeding 
which had appeared from day to day in the Staffordshire Sentinel. 


Mr. GREEN replied on behalf of his colleagues; and Mr. Cox, a representative of 
the Staffordshire Sentinel, also acknowledged the appreciative reference to the 
reports appearing in the columns of that journal. 


itors) moved a vote of thanks to the Press, 
gs of Congress 


To HELP THE HEMSWORTH SUFFERERS. 


Mr. F. Kennepy (Builders’ Labourers) called attention to the telegram from the 


Hemsworth sufferers, and moved :— 
«That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Committee at its first meeting to 
consider the advisability of giving a substantial grant towards the wives and children of 


the evicted Hemsworth miners.”’ 
Mr. W. H. Hackert (Railway Servants) seconded. 


The motion was carried. 
THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. W. E. Harvey (Miners’ Federation) moved a vote of thanks to Mr. James 
Sexton for the admirable way in which he had presided over the deliberations of 
Congress. Order and discipline had been kept in a way which marked this year’s 
gathering as one of the best that had ever been held. 


Mr. W. E. Morean (Miners’ Federation) seconded the vote. 


Mr. R. Bent, M.P. (Railway Servants), on behalf of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, supported the vote of thanks, and said they had had the experience of 
Mr. Sexton’s guidance during the year. Having himself presided at last year's 


Congress he could appreciate the difficul 
overcome. . 
The resolution was carried with acclamation. 


‘he PRESIDENT, in reply, said: You have helped me very considerably, gentlemen. 
You have been very, very good boys! Idon’t think I can complain of the conduct of 
one delegate throughout the week. I part from you to-day with feelings of gratitude 


and sympathy. 
“Auld Lang Syne” was then sung by the delegates, and the Trades Union 
Congress of 1905 came to an end. 
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TRADES UNION CONGRESS STANDING ORDERS. 


1. The annual meetings of the Con- 
gress shall be held in September. 

9. On the first day Congress shall 
assemble at 12 o’clock noon prompt ; 
on each succeeding day at 9-30 a.m., 
adjourn at 1 p.m., reassemble at 2p.m., 
and adjourn for the day at 0 p.m. 


DELEGATES QUALIFICATION. 


3, (1) The Congress shall consist of 
delegates who are or have been bona- 
fide workers at the trade which they 
represent, and are legal members of 
trade societies ; but no person can be a 
delegate to the Trades Union Congress 
unless he is actually working at his 
‘trade at the time of appointment, or 1s 
a permanent paid working official of 
his Trade Union. (2) No representa- 
tive shall be accepted as bond-jide other 
‘than direct representation from Trade 
Unions. (3) The delegate’s name, to- 
‘gether with the amount of his society's 
‘contribution, shall be forwarded to the 
secretary of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee fourteen days prior to the meet- 
ing of Congress. 


BASIS OF REPRESENTATION. 


~ 4, Trade societies, by whatever name 
they may be known, shall be entitled to 
‘one delegate for every 2,000 members 
or fraction thereof; provided always that 
they have paid £1 10s. for every 1,000 
or fraction thereof of the full numerical 
strength of the society, probationary, 
free, or otherwise, towards the expenses 
‘of the Parliamentary Committee for the 
past year, and 10s. for each delegate 
attending- the Congress, and forward 
their names and addresses fourteen 
days prior to the date fixed for the 
meeting of the Congress. No credential 
card shall be issued to any society not 
having complied with the foregoing 
conditions. 


which in the opinion of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee (after consultation with 
counsel) should be tested by law in the 
general interest of Trade Unionism, 
they be empowered to request the 
organised societies to provide pro rata 


4 
OREN, 


In the event of a legal point arising, | 





the expenses necessary to test it through 
to the highest Court of Appeal. Any 
society failing to comply be reported 
to Congress. 

5. The chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee for the past year 
president of the Congress, and the 
vice-chairman the vice-president. The 
chairman shall deliver the . opening 
address, which shall not exceed thirty 
minutes, and the secretary and treasurer 
of the Parliamentary Committee shall 
be the secretary and treasurer of the 
Congress. 


~ APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 

6. Special committees shall be formed 
to deal with questions affecting the 
different industries, and where the 
resolutions are of a technical character 
they shall be remitted to committees 
composed of representatives from the 
societies whose members are engaged 
in the industry to which the resolution 
yefers, who shall fully consider the 
game and report to Congress. 


TELLERS. 

7. Six persons shall be appointed as 
tellers, whose ruling as to numbers shall 
be final, except in cases of dispute, when 
the chairman shall order a recount. 


VOTING. 


8. (1) The method of voting shall be 
by card, to be issued to the delegates 


of trade societies according 0 their 


membership, and. paid for (as per 
Standing Order No. 4) on the principle 
of one card for every 1,000 members 
or fractional part thereof represented. 
(2) Such cards to be issued to delegates 
by the secretary to the Parliamentary 
Committee before the meeting of Con- 
STeSS. 

[It will only be necessary to resort to 
this method of voting in divisions 
that may be challenged by dele- 
gates to Congress. | 


~ QUALIFICATION FOR PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 
9. No candidate shall be eligible for 
election onthe Parliamentary Committee 


shall be: 
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unless he is a delegate (as per Standing 
Order No. 3), and the society so repre- 
sented must have contributed towards 
the payment of the expenses of that 
committee, in accordance with Standing 
Order No. 4, during the year previous 
to his election. In no case shall two 
members of one trade be elected on the 
Parliamentary Committee; such con- 
dition not to apply to the election of 
secretary. 

That no candidate shall be eligible 
for election on the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee who has privately assisted, during 
the year preceding Congress, in the 
production of anything which is produced 
by non-union labour, or is produced at 
such firms as may be declared unfair by 
the interested trade society, or who has 
continued to assist privately in the 
production of anything which is produced 
by non-union labour, or is produced at 
such firms as may be declared unfair by 
the interested trade society, after such 
matters have been pointed out to him. 


_ PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 

10. A Parliamentary Committee of 
thirteen, including secretary, shall be 
elected by ballot on the last day but 
one of each Congress, who shall con- 
tinue in office until they are re-elected, 
or their successors appointed. ‘They 
shall elect from among themselves a 
president, vice-president, and treasurer 
for the ensuing year. 

The ballot paper to be filled up and 
then immediately placed in the box 
without inspection by the delegates 
other than those of the society voting. 
Any delegate or delegates found guilty 
of violating this Standing Order shall at 
once be reported to Congress, who shall 
be named by the chairman, and such 
delegate or delegates shall be expelled 
from the Congress, and prevented from 
being represented at the Congress again 
for three years. And that the Parlia- 
mentary Committee be elected subject 
to the present Standing Orders. 


DUTIES OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 
i1. In all Parliamentary constitu- 
encies where any Labour candidates 
are seeking election to the House of 
Commons, the Parliamentary Com- 
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mittee to endorse and support such 
candidates, providing any of the 
following conditions are observed by the 
candidates: (1) That such candidates 
are in favour of the reforms that may 
be advocated by the Trades Union 
Congress. (2) That their candidature 
is endorsed by a bond-fide Trade Union, 
the General Federation of Trade Unions, 
or the Labour Representation Com- 
mittee. 


PROGRAMME OF BUSINESS. 

12. Resolutions for the programme 
must be signed by the secretary and 
chairman of the society sending them, 
and must reach the secretary of the 
Parliamentary Committee at least 
twelve weeks before the time fixed for 
the meeting of Congress. Such resolu- 
tions shall be printed and sent to 
official correspondents of recognised 
Trade Unions not less than eight weeks 
before the meeting of Congress. The 
order in which these subjects are to be 
discussed shall be decided by ballot 
conducted by the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. No Trade Union shall be 
allowed more than three resolutions. 

The programme compiled by the 
Parliamentary Committee should be 
taken as the first business of the 
Congress. 

All amendments to the propositions 
submitted by the various trades must 
reach the secretary of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee four weeks before the 
opening of the Congress, such amend- 
ments to be signed by the president 
and secretary, and also bear the stamp 
of the society ; and such amendments 
to the propositions shall be printed and 
sent, not less than 14 days before 
the meeting of the Congress, to the 
official correspondents of the Trade 
Unions who have sent delegates’ fees 
in accordance with Standing Order 
No. 3. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


18. (1) The Congress having been duly 
opened, the Parliamentary Committee 
shall present their report for the past 
year, which shall be laid on the table 
for discussion. The report shall be 
discussed en seriatim, and not as a 
whole. Hach speaker to be limited to 





five minutes. The report shall contain 
a list of the Parliamentary Committee 
meetings, with dates, also the names of 
those members who were present at 
such meetings. (2) That the Standing 
Orders of Congress and Parliamentary 
Gommittee shall be published with 
each Annual Report of proceedings of 
Congress. 


SECRETARY EX-OFFICIO MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS. 

14. The secretary shall be elected by 
Congress, and be ex-officio _& member of 
the Congress and the Parliamentary 
Committee. Should a vacancy occur 
between the annual meetings of the 
Congress, the Parliamentary Committee 
shall have power to fill up the vacancy. 
He shall devote his whole time to the 
work (but this does not prevent the 
Secretary being either a candidate for or 
a member of Parliament) and shall 
remain in office so long as his work and 
conduct give satisfaction to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee and the representa- 
tives attending Congress. 

This amended Standing Order is to 
come into force at the Congress of 1906. 


NOMINATION OF SECRETARY AND PAR- 
LIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 

15. (1) That all nominations for the 
offices of secretary and Parliamentary 
Committee shall be sent in to the 
secretary not less than twelve weeks 
prior to the meetizg of Congress, and 
the list of names be published on the 
agenda paper containing resolutions that 
are to come up for discussion at Con- 
gress. (2) That individual ballot papers 
containing the names of each candidate 
shall be supplied to delegates on the 
day of election (such ballot papers to be 
perforated). 


LIMITATION OF SPEECHES. 

16. (1) The mover of a resolution 
shall be allowed ten minutes, the 
seconder seven, and any or each 
succeeding speaker five minutes. No 
one shall speak more than once on @ 
question, except the mover of the 
original resolution. (2) All amendments 
to resolutions must be taken in the 
order in which they are printed. 
(3) Should the president of the Congress 
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be of opinion that there is no practical 
difference among the delegates, he shall 
have power to stop the discussion. 


. ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONGRESS. 

17. The Parliamentary Committee 
shall assist and co-operate with the 
local committee of the town where the 
next Congress is to be held, for the 
purpose of making the arrangements 
as complete as possible, and shall have 

ower to invite the following persons 
to attend the sittings of the Congress 
(subject to the approval of Congress), 
viz., deputations ; the Labour members ; 
the members of the city or borough ; 
likewise the mayor or provost, and 
members of the Corporation of the 
town in which the Congress is held. 

The Parliamentary Committee shall 
meet prior to the date of each Congress 
for the purpose of attending to these 
matters. 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR. 

18. In order that affiliated societies 
may have an opportunity of perusing 
the financial statements prior to 
Congress assembling, the financial year 
shall close on July 31st. The audit 
shall then take place, and printed 
balance sheets, duly certified by the 
auditors, sent to the official corre- 
spondents of the trades not less than 14 
days before the meeting of Congress. 

All surplus moneys, after payment of 
the expenses of the Congress, shall be 
used for the general purposes of the 
Parliamentary Committee. 


AUDITORS. 

19. Two auditors shall be elected, 
who shall have access to all the papers 
and documents relating to the income 
and expenditure of the Parliamentary 
Committee. 


DEALING WITH DISPUTES. 

20. Any society engaged in a dispute 
and considering themselves aggrieved 
by reason of the members of another 
society assisting to defeat those on 
strike, may report the circumstances to 
the Parliamentary Committee, who may 
then take such stepsas the circumstances 
may warrant, and should the charge be 
proved, the offending society shall be 
charged with all costs. 
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Should any society make a charge 
against another society, and the society 
against whom the charge is made refuses 
to have the same investigated, such 
society shall be deemed guilty, and be 
reported to Congress. 


Should any society make a charge 
against another society, and, after due 
investigation, fail to prove the same, it 
shall bear the whole of the costs of the 
investigation, including the expenses 
incurred by the defendant society ; and 
if in the opinion of the investigating or 
Parliamentary Committee the charge be 
a false one, wilfully and knowingly 
made, the society so offending shall, in 
addition to bearing the expense, be liable 
to a fine not exceeding £20. 

Any society refusing to pay the 
expenses of inquiry or fine as laid down 
by this Standing Order shall be reported 
to Congress. 


AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS. 


21. Should any amendment of the 
Standing Orders of the Congress be 
proposed by any society, such amend- 
ment must be forwarded to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee at least twelve 
weeks before the meeting of Congress, 


and in no case shall the standing 
orders be suspended unless agreed to 
by a two-thirds vote of Congress. 


DELEGATES LEAVING CONGRESS. 


22. No delegate shall leave Congress 
without the consent of the vice- 
president ; and delegates absent one 
whole sitting without leave of absence 
shall be named by the chairman. 


FOREIGN DELEGATION. 


23. In the event of Congress deciding 
upon any foreign, American, or Annual 
Co-operative Congress or other delega- 
tion, nominations for such delegation to 
be sent in to the secretary not 
less than twelve weeks prior to the 
meeting of Congress. 


SECRETARY'S SALARY. 


24. To amend the Standing Orders 
bearing on the subject of official salaries 
and other payments in such a manneras 
to admit of the payment of a salary of 
£250 per annum, free of income tax and 
net to the Parliamentary Secretary, and 
to provide over and above this allow- 
ance for reasonable remuneration on a 
Trade Union basis for his clerical assis- 
tant or assistants. 





OFFICIAL SALARIES AND OTHER PAYMENTS. 


Parliamentary Committee (resident out of London), 12s. 6d. per day and travelling 


expenses. 


Parliamentary Committee (resident in London), 10s. per day and travelling 


expenses. 
General Purposes Committee ... 
) 9? ? 
Auditors PATS 2G SAN 
Doorkeepers and Messengers ... 
Tellers ... 
Scrutineers ... 
Treasurer 


Secretary ... 


£2 0 Oeach. 
ao Oe Ouse 
bod Or, 
oe Of Os 
Byuee beta § Fu 
Ltd Dae 
15 0 0 


Signed on behalf of the Parliamentary Committee, 


EFFINGHAM Hovuss, 
ARUNDEL STREET, STRAND, 


Lonpon, 8.W. 


September, 1905. 


W. C. SreapMAn, SECRETARY. 
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TRADES DISPUTE BILL. 


For the Bill, 252. 
Main Question put: 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Allen, Charles P. 
Ambrose, Robert 
Asher, Alexander 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith, Rt. Hon. Herbert Henry 
Atherley-Jones, L. 
Bain, Colonel James Robert 
Barlow, John Emmott 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork 8.) 
Beaumont, Wentworth C. B. 
Bell, Richard 
Benn, John Williams 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Black, Alexander William 
Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 
Bolton, Thomas Dolling 
Brigg, John 
Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 
Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Burns, John 
Buxton, Sydney Charles 
Caldwell, James 
Cameron, Robert 
Campbell, John (Armagh, 8.) 
Carvill, Patrick George Hamilton 
Causton, Richard Knight 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, R. F. (N. Lancashire) 
Cawley, Frederick 
Cayzer, Sir Charles William 
Chamberlayne, T. (Southampton) 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Cheetham, Jobn Frederick 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Craig, Robert Hunter (Lanark) 
Crean, Kugene 
Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 
Cross, Alexander (Glasgow) 
Cullinan, J. 
Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, Alfred (Carmarthen) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan) 
Delany, William 
Devlin, Charles Ramsay (Galway 


DIVISION. LIST (J). 


—The House divided; Ayes, 952; Noes, 1380. 


Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-shire) 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobbie, Joseph 
Doogan, P. C. 
Doughty, Sir George 
Douglas, Charles M. (Lanark) 
Duffy, W. J. 
Duncan, J. Hastings 
Dunn, Sir William 
Edwards, Frank 
Ellice, Capt. EB. C. (St. Andrews Bghs.) 
Elliot, Hon. A. Ralph Douglas . 
Bllis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Bye, Harry Trelawney 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferguson, R. C. Munro (Leith) 
Field, William 
Findlay, Alexander (Lanark, N.H.) 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzmaurice, Lord Edmond 
Flynn, James Christopher _ 
Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Freeman-Thomas, Captain F. 
Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gilhooly, James 
Gladstone, Rt. Hon. Herbert John 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gray, Ernest (West Ham) 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harmsworth, R. Leicester 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 
Hatch, Ernest Frederick George . 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. Ev: 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemphill, Rt. Hon. Charles H. 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharpe 
Hobhouse, 0. E. H. (Bristol E.) 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hope, J. F. (Sheffield, Brightside) 
Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Horniman, Frederick John 
Hutton, Alfred E. (Morley) 
Jacoby, James Alfred 
Johnson, John 
Joicey, Sir James 
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Jones, David Brynmor (Swansea) 
Jones, Lief (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kennedy, Vincent P. (Cavan, W.) 
Kenyon, Hon, Geo. T. (Denbigh) 
Kilbride, Dennis 

Knowles, Sir Lees 

Labouchere, Henry 

Lambert, George 

Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm, 
Lamont, Norman 

Langley, Batty 

Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 

Leese, Sir Joseph F.. (Accrington) 
Leigh, Sir Joseph 

Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, David 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Macdona, John Cumming 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah 

M’Crae, George 

M’Hugh, Patrick A. 

M’Kean, John 

M’ Kenna, Reginald 

M’Killop, W. (Sligo, North) 
M’Laren, Sir Charles Benjamin 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Mitchell, Edw. (Fermanagh, N.) 
Mooney, John J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Camarthen) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John (Montrose) 
Moss, Samuel 

Moulton, John Fletcher 
Murphy, John 

Nannetti, Joseph P. 

Newnes, Sir George 

Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South) 
Norman, Henry 

Norton, Captain Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O’Brien, James F’. X. (Cork) 
O’Brien, Kendal (Tipperary, Mid.) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.) 
O’Connor, James (Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
O’Donnell, John (Mayo, §.) 
O’Dowd, John 

O’Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N.) 
O’Kelly, James (Roscommon, N.) 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parrott, William 

Partington, Oswald 

Paulton, James Mellor 
Pemberton, John §. G, 

Pirie, Duncan V. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Priestley, Arthur 

Randles, John §S. 

Rea, Russell 

Reckitt, Harold James 


TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 





Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John H. (Waterford) 
Reid, Sir R. Threshie (Dumfries) 
Richards, Thomas (W. Monmouth) 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, John Bryn (Hifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
Robertson, Edmund (Dundee) 
Robson, William Snowdon 

Roche, John 

Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 

Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 

Rose, Charles Day 

Runciman, Walter 

Russell, T. W. 

Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sadler, Colonel Samuel Alexander 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Schwann, Charles E. 

Scott, Chas. Priestwich (Leigh) 
Seely, Major J. HK. B. (Isle of Wight) 
Shackleton, David James 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 

Sheehy, David 

Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 

Slack, John Bamford 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Samuel (Flint) 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Spencer, Rt. Hon. C. R. (Northants) 
Spencer, Sir H. (W. Bromwich) 
Stanhope, Hon. Philip James 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Sullivan, Donal 

Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Harold John 

Thomas, Sir A. Glamorgan, E. 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr) 
Thomas, J. A. (Glamorgan, Gower) 
Thomson, F. W. (York, W. BR.) 
Tillett, Louis John 

Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 

Ure, Alexander 

Walrond, Laurence Ambrose 
Wallace, Robert 

Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Hugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Webb, Colonel William George 
Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 

White, Luke (York, EH. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whiteley, George (York, W. R.) 
Whiteley, H. (Ashton-under-Lyne) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wills, Arthur Walters (N. Dorset) 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestershire, N.) 
Woodhouse, Sir J. T. (Huddersfield) 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Whittaker and Mr. John Wilson (Durham), 





























































































































Acland-Hood, Captain Sir Alex. F. 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 
Allsopp, Hon. George 
Aynold-Forster, Rt. Hon. Hugh O. 
Arrol, Sir William 
Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hon. Sir Hon. 
Bagot, Capt. Joceline Fitzroy 
Balcarres, Lord 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Barry, Sir Francis T. (Windsor) 
Bartley, Sir George ©. T. 
Beach, Rt. Hon. Sir Michael Hicks- 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bill, Charles 
Bingham, Lord 
Blundell, Col. Henry 
Brown, Sir Alex. H. (Shropshire) 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. A. (Glasgow) 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Hdw. H. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord Hugh (Greenwich) 
Clive, Capt. Percy A. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 
Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 
Colston, Chas. Edw. H. Athole 
Cook, Sir Frederick Lucas 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Craig, Charles Curtis, Antrim, 8) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Cubitt, Hon. Henry 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles 
Dewar, Sir T. R. (Tower Hamlets) © 
Dickson, Charles Scott 
Dimsdale, Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph C. 
Dixon-Hartland, Sir Fred Dixon 
Dorington, Rt. Hon. Sir J ohn E. 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Egerton, Hon. A. de Tatton 
Fardell, Sir T. George 
Fellowes, Hon. Ailwyn Edward 
Fergusson, Rt. Hon. Sir J. (Manchester) 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fison, Frederick William 
FitzGerald, Sir Robert Penrose- 
Forster, Henry William 
Foster, Philip 8. (Warwick, 8. W.-) 
Galloway, William Johnson 
Garfit, William 
Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 
Gordon, Hon. J. H. (Elgin and Nairn) 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 
Greene, Sir E. W. (Bury St. Edmunds) 
Greene, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Greville, Hon. Ronald 
Hamilton, Rt. Hon. Lord G. (Middlesex) 
Hamilton, Marquis of (Londonderry) 
Hardy, Lawrence (Kent, Ashford) 
Heath, Sir James (Staffords., N. W.) 
Henderson, Sir A. (Stafford, W-) 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hickman, Sir Alfred 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houldsworth, Sir William Henry 
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Tellers for the Noes, Sir Thomas Wrightson and Mr. Duke. 


Hoult, Joseph 

Hozier, Hon. James Henry Cecil 
Jessel, Capt. Herbert Merton 
Kennaway, Rt. Hon. Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hon. Col. W. 
Kerr, John 

Keswick, William 


Kimber, Sir Henry . yaad 


Laurie, Lieut.-General 
Law, Andrew Bonar (Glasgow) . 
Lawrence, Sir Joseph (Monmouth) 
Lawrence, Wm. F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, John Grant (Yorks. N.R.) 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Colonel Hon. Heneage 
Leveson-Gower, Frederick N. Ss. 
Llewellyn, Hvan Henry 
Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Rt. Hon. Walter (Bristol, 8.) 
Lucas, Reginald J. (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool 
Maceconochie, A. W. 
Maxwell, W. J. H. (Dumfriesshire) 
Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 
foore, William 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Nicholson, William Graham 
Peel, Hon. Wm. Robert Wellesley 
Pilkington, Colonel Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 
Plummer, Sir Walter RB. 
Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pryce-Jones, Lt.-Col. Edward 
Ratcliff, R. F. 
Reid, James (Greenock) 
Renshaw, Sir Charles Bine 
Ridley, S. Forde 
Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 
Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Sackville, Col. 8. G. (Stopford) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Shaw-Stewart, Sir H. (Renfrew) 
Simeon, Sir Barrington 
Strutt, Hon. Charles Hedley 


Talbot, Rt. Hon. J. G. (Oxford University) | 


Thorburn, Sir Walter 
Thornton, Percy M. 


Tomlinson, Sir William Edw. M. Bree 


Tuff, Charles 

Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Turnour, Viscount 

Valentia, Viscount 

Welby, Lt.-Col. A. OC. E. (Taunton) 
Whitmore, Charles Algeron . 
Willoughby de Ersby, Lord 

Wills, Sir Frederick ( ristol, N.) 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, H. R.) 
Wilson-Todd, Sir W. H. (Yorkshire) 
Wodehouse, Rt. Hon. E. R. (Bath) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 


Worsley-Taylor, Henry Wilson Ses 


Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B. Stuart- 








TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 












DIVISION LIST (9), 





\ That the Bill be committed to the Standing Committee on Law. 
PS For, 247, 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘That the Bill be committed to 
the Standing Committee on Law, ete. :’”’—(Mr. Whittaker :)— 


Amendment proposed, to leave out the words “the Standing Committee 
on Law, etc,” and insert the words “ a Select Committee of Fifteen Members:”’ 
—(Sir Thomas Wrightson :)— 


Question put, ‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question: The House divided ; Ayes 247, Noes 142. 


AYES. 
Abraham, Wm. (Cork, N.H.) 











Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Allen, Charles P, 
Ambrose, Robert 
Asher, Alexander 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith, Rt. Hon. Herbert Henry 
Atherley-Jones, L. 
Bain, Colonel James Robert 
Barlow, John Emmott 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 
Bell, Richard 
Benn, John Williams 
Bentinck, Lord Henry C. 
Black, Alexander William 
Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 
Bolton, Thomas Dolling 
Brigg, John 
Bright, Allan Heywood 
Broadhurst, Henry 
Brown, George M. (Edinburgh) 
Bryce, Rt. Hon. James 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, KE. Haviland 
Burns, John 
Buxton, Sydney Charles 
Caldwell, James 
Cameron, Robert 
Campbell, John (Armagh, 8.) 
Carvill, Patrick Geo. Hamilton 
Causton, Richard Knight 
Cavendish, R. F. (N. Lanes.) 
Cawley, Frederick 
Cayzer, Sir Charles William 
Chamberlayne, T. (Southampton) 
Channing, Francis Allston 
Chestham, John Frederick 
Clancy, John Joseph 
Condon, Thomas J oseph 
Craig, Robert Hunter (Lanark) 
Crean, Eugene 
Cremer, William Randal 


Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 
Cross, Alexander (Glasgow) 
Cullinan, J. 
Daiziel, James Henry 
Davies, Alfred (Carmathen) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan) 
Delaney, William 
Devlin, Charles Ramsay (Galway) 
Devlin, Joseph (Kilkenny, N.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh.) 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dobbie, Joseph 
Doogan, P. C, 
Doughty, Sir George 
Dougias, Chas. M. (Lanark) 
Duffy, William J. 
Duncan, J. Hastings 
Dunn, Sir William 
Edwards, Frank 
Ellice, Capt. E. C. (St. Andrews Burghs) 
Hillis, John Edward (Notts.) 
Hsmonde, Sir Thomas 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Eve, Harry Trelowney 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferguson, R. C. Munro (Leith) 
Field, William 
Findlay, Alexander (Lanark, N EH.) 
Fisher, William Hayes 
Fitzmaurice, Lord Edmond 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Sir Walter (Derby Co.) 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Freeman-Thomas, Captain F. 
Furness, Sir Christopher 
Gilhooley, James 
Gladstone, Rt. Hon. Herbert John 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Gray, Ernest (West Ham) 
Guest, Hon. Ivor Churchill 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hardie, J. Keir (Merthyr Tydvil) 
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Harmsworth, R. Leicester 
Harrington, Timothy 
Harwood, George 
Hatch, Ernest Frederick Geo. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
Hayter, Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur D. 
Healy, Timothy Michael 
Helder, Augustus 
Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemphill, Rt. Hon. Charles H, 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharpe 
Hobhouse, C. E. H. (Bristol, E.) 
Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Horniman, Frederick John 
Hutton, Alfred E. (Morley) 
Jacoby, James Alfred 
Johnson, John 
Joicey, Sir James 
Jones, David Brynmor (Swansea) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jones, William (Carnarvonshire) 
Joyce, Michael 
Kearley, Hudson HE. 
Kemp, Lieut.-Colonel George 
Kennedy, Vincent P. (Cavan, W.) 
Kenyon, Hon. George T, (Denbigh) 
Kilbride, Denis 
Labouchere, Henry 
Lambert, George 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lamont, Norman 
Langley, Batty 
Law, Hugh Alex. (Donegal, W.) 
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt, Francis 
Leese, Sir Joseph F. (Accrington) 
Leigh, Sir Joseph 
Levy, Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, David 
Lough, Thomas 
Lundon, W. 
Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdona, John Cumming 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacVeagh, J eremiah 
M‘Crae, George 
M’ Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Kean, John 
M’Kenna, Reginald 
M’Killop, W. (Sligo, North) 
M’Laren, Sir Charles Benjamin 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Milner, Rt. Hon. Sir Frederick G. 
Mitchell, Edw. (Fermanagh, N.) 
Moodey, John J. 
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Moss, Samuel 
Moulton, John Fletcher 
Murphy, John 
- Nannetti, Joseph P. 
Newnes, Sir George 
Nolan, Joseph (Louth, South 
Norman, Henry 
Norton, Captain Cecil William 
Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O’Brien, James F. X. (Cork) 
O’Brien, Kendal (Tipperary, Mid. 
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O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary, N.) 
O’Gonnor, James (Wicklow, W.) 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 
Q’Donnell, John (Mayo, 8.) 
O’Dowd, John 
O’Kelly, Conor (Mayo, N,) 
O’Kelly, James (Roscommon, N.) 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 
Parrott, William 
Partington, Oswald 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pemberton, John 8. G. 
Pirie, Duncan VY. 
Power, Patrick Joseph ; 
Priestley, Arthur 
Randles, John 8. ‘= 
Rea, Russell 
Reckitt, Harold James 
Reddy, M. 
Redmond, J. E. (Waterford) 
Reid, Sir R. Threshie (Dumfries) 
Richards, Thomas (West Monmouth) 
Rickett, J. Compton 
Roberts, John Bryn {Hifion) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighshire) 
Robertson, Edmund (Dundee) 
Robson, William Snowdon 
Roche, John 
Roe, Sir Thomas 
Rollit, Sir Albert Kaye 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rose, Charles Day 
Runciman, Walter 
Russell, T. W. 
Rutherford, John (Lancashire) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Sadler, Col. Samuel Alexander 
Samuel, Herbert, L. {Cleveland) 
Schwann, Charles KH. 
Scott, Chas. Prestwich (Leigh) 
Seely, Major J. E. B. (Isle of Wight). 
Shackleton, David James 
Sheehan, Daniel Daniel 
Sheehy, David 
Shipman, Dr. J ohn G. . 
Sinclair, John (Forfarshire) a, 
Slack, John Bamford Pe 
Sloan, Thomas Henry pa 
Smith, Samuel (Flint) Ried 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley . fe 
Soares, Ernest J. ) . 
Spencer, Rt. Hon. C. R. (Northants) " 
Stank ope, Hon. Philip James “ 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Sullivan, Donal 
Taylor, Theodore CO. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Harold J ohn 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, Fast) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr) 
Thomas, J. A. (Glamorgan, Gower) 
Thomas, F. W. (York, W. R. 
Tillett, Louis John 
Tomkinson, James — 
Toulmin, George 
Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Ure, Alexander 
Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 




















Wallace, Robert 

Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Warner, Thomas Courtenay T, 
Wason, Hugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Webb, Colonel William George 
Weir, James Galloway 

White, George (Norfolk) 

White, Luke (York, Hast Riding) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North): 
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Whiteley, George (York, W. R. 
Whiteley, H. (Ashton-under-Lyne) 
Whitley, J. H. (Halifax) 

Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 

Wills, Arthur Walters (North Dorset 
Wilson, J. W. (Worcestershire, North) 
Woodhouse, Sir J. T. (Huddersfield) 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


Tellers for the Ayes, Mr, Whittaker and Mr. John Wilson (Durham). 


NOES. 


Acland-Heod, Captain Sir Alex. F, 
Agnew, Sir Andrew Noel 

Allsopp, Hon. George 

Anson, Sir William Reynall 

Arrol, Sir william 

Atkinson, Rt. Hon. John 

Bagot, Captain Josceline FitzRoy 
Baird, John George Alexander 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hon. Gerald W. (Leeds) 
Barry, Sir Francis T, (Windsor) 
Beach, Rt. Hon. Sir Michael Hicks 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bigwood, James 

Bill, Charles 

Bingham, Lord 

Blundell, Col Henry. 

Boscawen, Arthur Griffith- 
Brodrick, Rt. Hon. St. John 
Brown, Sir Alex. H. (Shropshire) 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. A. (Glasgow) 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward H. 
Cautley, Henry Strother 
Cavendish, V. C. W. (Derbyshire) 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 

Cecil, Lord Hugh (Greenwich) 
Clive, Captain Percy A. 

Cochrane, Hon. Thomas H. A. E. 
Coghill, Douglas Harry 

Collings, Rt. Hon. Jesse 

Colston, Chas. Edward H. Athole 
Cook, Sir Frederick Lucas 

Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Craig, Chas. Curtis (Antrim, 8S.) 
Crossley, Rt. Hon. Sir Savile 
Cubitt, Hon. Henry 

Dalrymple, Sir Charles 

Devonport, William Bromley- 
Dickson, Charles Scott 

Dimsdale, Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph C, 
Dixon-Harland, Sir Fred Dixon 
Dorington, Rt. Hon. Sir John E, 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Doxford, Sir William Theodore 
Duke, Henry Edward 

Egerton, Hon, A. de Tatton 
Fergusson, Rt. Hon. Sir J. (Manchester) 
Fielden, Edward Brocklehurst 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 

Finlay, Sir R. B. (Inverness Burghs) 
fison, Frederick William 

Forster, Henry William 

Foster, Philip S. (Warwick, S.W.) 
Galloway, William Johnson 


Garfit, William 

Gibbs, Hon. A. G. H. 

Gordon, Hon. J. H. (Elgin and Nairn) 
Goulding, Edward Alfred 

Graham, Henry Robert 

Greene, Sir EK. W. (Bury St. Edmonds) 
Greene, Henry D. (Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell, William Henry 

Greville, Hon. Ronald 

Halsey, Rt. Hon. Thomas F, 
Hamilton, Rt. Hon. Lord G. (Middlesex) 
Hardy, Lawrence (Kent, Ashford) 
Heath, Sir James (Staffords, N. W.) 
Henderson, Sir A. (Stafford, W.) 
Hermon-Hodge, Sir Robert T. 
Hickman, Sir Alfred 

Hornby, Sir Willliam Henry 
Houldsworth, Sir William Henry 
Hoult, Joseph 

Howard, J. (Middlesex, Tottenham) 
Jessel, Captain Herbert Merton 
Kennaway, Rt. Hon. Sir. John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hon. Colonel W. 
Kerr, John 

Keswick, William 

Kimber, Sir Henry 

King, Sir Henry Seymour 
Knowles, Sir Lees 

Laurie, Lieut.-General 

Lawrence, William F. (Liverpool) 
Lawson, John Grant (Yorks., N.R.) 
Lees, Sir Elliott (Birkenhead) 
Legge, Col. Hon. Heneage 
Leveson-Gower, Frederick N. 8S. 
Llewellyn, Evan Henry 

Lockwood, Lieut.-Col. A. R. 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 

Lucas, Reginald J. (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Maconochie, A. W. 
Massey-Mainwaring, Hon. W. fF. 
Maxwell, W. J. H. (Dumfriesshire) 
Moon, Edward Robert Pacy 

Moore, William 

Morgan, David J. (Walthamstow) 
Morton, Arthur H. Aylmer 
Nicholson, William Graham 

Peel, Hon. Wm. Robert Wellesby 
Pilkington, Col. Richard 
Platt-Higgins, Frederick 

Plummer, Sir Walter R. 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Pryce-Jones, Lieut.-Col. Edward 
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Rankin, Sir James 

Reid, James (Greenock) 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Renshaw, Sir Charles Bine 
Ridley, 8. Forde 

Roberts, Samuel (Sheffield) 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Round, Rt. Hon. James 

Royds, Clement Molyneux 
Sackville, Col. 8. G. Stopford- 
Seeley, Charles Hilton (Lincoln) 
Sharpe, William Edward T. 
Shaw-Stewart, Sir H. (Renfrew) 
Simeon, Sir Barrington 
Sinclair, Louis (Romford) 
Stewart, Sir Mark J. M' Taggart 


Talbot, Rt. Hon. J. G, (Oxford University) 


Thorburn, Sir Walter 

Thornton, Percy M. 

Tomlinson, Sir Wm. Edw. M. 
Tuff, Charles 

Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Valentia, Viscount 
Welby, Lieut.-Col. A. C. HE. (Taunton) 
Whitmore, Charles Algernon 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wills, Sir Frederick (Bristol, N.) 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wilson-Todd, Sir W. H. (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse, Rt. Hon. H. R. (Bath) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor, Henry Wilson 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. 5B. Stuart- 


Tellers for the Noes, Sir Thomas Wrightson and Sir Frederick Banbury. 
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